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.V .«,.t hea«t» H»v»OK 60 W finilhed hrr pur^wfed 
remark tbai in every one of tbefe chirming vales you find uoUod all the 

the Eoglifehave fo u.ifelyi«tn.duced into thdr .“LS's 

tliat fomcrljr reigned in Europe, apparently from the tune of Komans. 

^nules L vegetable riches of the mari.imc chain whtch fte ha. before 

coafting along it ' ,> " 

letter XLiir. 

Tim letter is taketf up v>'ith the «o<!c plants svhieh Dr. Pallas thinks ray be introduced ag^^ 
cultWatcdlo advantage in ihef.- svatm Iheltcrcd vallie.s , with her own remarks on each Kla^ 

to their ufe in ^ 

letter xliv. 

‘^he arrives at C.affa, now again Thcodofia, the antient emporinm of the Cafpian trade t» 
in the times of the Creeks, Romans, Venetians, and Genoefe, fo whn:^ “ 
antient fplendour. She next mentions the aflonithing quanifty of corn thipi>ed for Alhcn. from 
‘thi, port in the reign of Leuconll. king of the Bofphorus, the friend of the Athemaiw, aM 
one of their fellow-citixens by courtefy , and then points out its fallen- Hale when Arr.an mode biu 
fursey of the Euxine with a Roman fleet ; and goes on with a (ketch o( its hiftory l.ll conquered 
by the Rulfian hero Svetollav, in the Middle 

letter XLV. 

Continuation of the hiftory of Theod.fia , its fecond conqueft by Vladimar the Gn^t- of Ruin., 
whefe he exadted baptifm and a wife from the Greek Emperor at the head of .a v.aor.ou. army » 
and it. third conqtwft by another Ruflian, prince Vladimar III. where the Chron.clcs pr^ud 
that he got his cognomen of Mono.nachus, or d.e Dnellift, by vanquilhing its conunander befprty 
the walls. Murder of die Chan of the Golden Horde in this city, &c ■« . i 4 » 

^ letter xlvl 

She mentions a Circaffian prince, the avowed aneeftor of the prefent Cuban and Cabar^ 
chiefs, reigning jn Cafla, The Genoefc fettling there in' the nth century difpoffeircd by. flks 
Venetians in the mb, but again entering itt after aflitting the Greeks to remount Ute liaftem 
tlirone, which the Latins had occupied fot-n time by Venetian aid. The tyrannic tondua of the 
Genoefe when once rtrongly foriified in Caffa j arming all die Tartar power againft them, and 
bringing about their final expulfion and (lavery by the Turks . . . . 14 Ji 

letter XLVII. 

Her defeription of 'modem Theodofia iaita fallen ftate j of the ruins of antient building. Hill 
feen there, and iU decayed commerce, 8tc ‘US 

- letter XLVIir. V 

Tlie Esporti from Caffa in 1780, among which were kc »i» 



xvi ’ CONTENTST' 

LETTER XLIX. 

She gives a dcfcription of a beautiful Circaflian Virgin offered for fale to a German merchant 
by an Armenian flave dealer. Tlie refl of tlfis letter is filled with reflexions on the fliamcful 
cuflom of parenis felling their handfome daughters, a praXice of high antiquity j . and on the 
poflibility of ruiffia’s openii*'^ once more the old Indian commerce by the Cafpian, as it brings 
goods by land iVom China with profit, fo long after the European nations have doubled llie Cape 
of Good Hope Page 15 j 

• L E T T E R L. 

She arrives at Kerch, the Panticapeos of the Antients, and antique capital of the Bofphorus. 
She fratrhes, on her way up the coat! of the Eiixine to this place, for the niiiis of fomc old 
cities, faid Uy anlicnt Geographers to have flood there ; and gives proofs of Kerch being 
Panticapeos 

Li E T T E R LI. 

She gives a rapid fketch of the hiftory of the antient kingdom of Bofphorus, and of its capital in 
which flic then is 165 

LETTER LII. 

Relates its conquefl by Mlthridates, with the tragical end of that old hero, who fell a 
martyr to llic treafon of his favourite fon in Panticapeos, and was accompanied in death by 


his daughters, Mithridata and Nilfa } the rejoicings at Rome- on the occafion, &:c i6j 

LETTER LIIL 

She gives an account of the wonderful riches, in jewels, gold, &c. of Mithridates, asregiflered 
by the Roman commitlarics ; 169 


LETTER LIV. 

Defenption of the movlern Tartar city of Kerch, with the antient ruins fiill to be feen Uiere. 
The Author i realon for thinking that this is the fame city which was afterwards called Bojphorus 
when it had loft its firft Greek name 

LETTER LV. 

She arrives at the Tartar city of Jenekal, the Nympheum of the Antients ; and again looks for 
the ruins of fomc more antient cities, •faid to have flood on the European fliorc of the Cimmerian 
Bofphorus, in her way from Kerch up to Jenekal. She then gives a defcriptioii of this modem 
city, its port, &c ■ 

LETTER LVI. 

She croflTes the Cimmerian Bofphorus to the ifland of Phanagoria j of which antient Greek 
fftabliihnient fite gives fomc account ; its fiflicry, antique cities, &c, Templcof Venus, Apaturia j 
f9andatioQ of Xanais, now (-iirdliy '. ... 177 


LETTER 
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CONTENTS, xvir 

L E T T i: u LVir. 

Th(^ revolt of Phni^igori.i from Mithfidates. The trejlou of hi'* fon Aitiphernns, >vho 
tomniaiuka In 1 lie fort, villi the hcroie coiulua of liis filler Ch‘oi)atra (after the coward had 
delivered hinifelf up to the rebels), who held out (ill her father had time to fend and bring 
her otf. The hiHory ol I’hanagori.i during the Mkhlle Ages, when it was a Knlhan principality 
under the name of Tnmi uacan 

L E T T E K LVIII. 

Idle Author f^ives the UuirKUi Oynallv of Tmufaiaean. with the reiriai k.ihlc eireumllancei 
attending eneli reign 

1. K T T E R MX. 

Modern defeription of the ill.ind.of I’h.mjguria ; with foinc remarks on its natuial hhbny, 
topography, * 

r. i: T T E R .EX. 

An account of the cuilous fpccies of volcano th.it .ij)penfed in this ill.md In 1794; with all the, 
fingular phcnumciu that accompanied it j^o 

T. E T T E R I-XE 

The Author'^ jonrni'V from Phanagoria t) Stiroi Ciim, the Ciinmerium of Strabo, and 
antient Tauric capital ot the C'ymbri ; as the liiyllie has jull left w.is their Afiatic capital 
while under its primitive name jpj 

E K T T E R EXIl. 

She airiMS at tbeT.utar « ity of K ii.\fuhaz.ir, tlx* I’ortacra of the Aniicnts, and Mavron 
Kaftron of the Ryzantirn* writers ; where Ihe gives a tUfcriplion of that place, and makes fome 
remarks on the iRCcinty iliat Uunia fuund herfclf under of « xtending Ikt froiitii r down to tho 
Black Sea, for tin' pruiciiion of her fnbjeiU againft the incellant attacks ot the dnrtar 


cavalry * i<j 6 

E E T T E R EXIJE 

She gives a defciiption of an antique Bath Bill rxifting in Karafuba/ar, with the Oriental 
manner of ufing it, compared with the Rullian Bagnio, and mode of bathing 

E E T T E R EXIV. 

M.mufa£lure of Motocco leatlicr 

LETTER EXV. 


The fair Traveller gives a defeription of a light elegant temporary palace in the Tartar Bile, 
fecretly erected by Prince Potemkin on the winding Karafu, for#thv>recq)lion of Catherine IE 
when fhe vifitcd tiic Taurida, with a (ketch of the delightful ot around it 204 


LETTER 



xvUi CONTENTS. 

LETTER LXVf. 

fvcmark:* on the rurprlzlng eftVA.^ (►t tl>o calcareous foil of liic Taurida on ccrtala vegetables j 
with a catal'i^uc (if wild plants f<)\inU upon U, which niight be ufcful m occonoralcs. Its power 
of attracting and r Maining ilie lumiidily of the mountains j their riches iu calcareous petri- 
fadions, ,Sc( Page 207 


L K T ' 1 ‘ E R LXVII. 

The Author lucmtions a hermltai^e, or rather cott-age, winch Hie met with on her w'ay to 
Sytuphrropol, iuliahitcd h\' a I'ofplt.ihle Kiigullimm, who gives Ihcni an Kngllfft dinner, jti a 
hall (')imcd hy a circle ol viniciablc vein oaks, accitinpanlcd by Taitar mu fie ; ami adds foinc 
a<'(oiiiu ot hijTauilc wiln, 

L E T* T E R T.XVIII. 

A df‘fctiptloii of (he various nations in the I’auiida. Drefs of the Triiu I’artars, their arms> 
houfes, &c j 

' t 

L E- T T E 11 LXIX. 

Manners of the Crim Tartars, their hofpitality, rrpafls, mode of ('(X;kcry, cooling be\erages> 
marriages, ike. 216 


I. E T T E R LXX. 


Burials of the Ctim Tartars, witii fcveral curious circumftanccs and ceremonies attending 
them 21^ 


TETTER LXXl. 

Religion of the fame people, with fome conjeAurcs as to its origin. Admlnlftralion of jufliee, 
punillimcnts, price of provilious, kc 221 

L K T T E R LXXII. 

The Author, In reparting tlie 'ramie delcrt on her way out of the pcnfnfula, mentions the 
T.-uirie fheep, famon-i for tin ir fur j meets a Scythian cait diawn by a couple of dromedaries, 
and looks in vain for the ruins vt' fome antic nt cities mentioned by Ptolemy 225 

L E T r E R LXX III/ 

She fpcaks of the Tartar preparation of marc’s milk called Koumis, which tl)e natives ned only 
i;ife ai food, but dilUl for bramly ; and ilwu gives the ntodc of it? preparation. Latily, fhe 
mcntioiv.H an ardent fpiilt of the fmue kind called Arika, drawn from cow’s milk, by one hoidc 
Tartars 227 

LETTER LXXIV. 

In reparting the NogayKiderhMihe Author purfues her fearch after the ruins of fome more 
aptient cities, faid by the Greek and Roman geographers to have once fiood on the coaft of the 

Dea^l 
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xit 

Dnul Stia, but witli as Ihlle fuccefs ns on the fliorc of the Putrid Sea two days before, 
ni'xt mentions n iinrubcr of fculptured lb)iu*s dilperfed over the defert, and deferibes forao- A 
Styiluan tents that ibe met with in it, which Iccin <'x\tllyto have prefmed their antient 
form as dcfoiibcd l>v Herodotus. Finally, the comiuents on the baneful eftcif\s of the vernal 
ON eidow in^ of the HoryTtlRius on the health ot man* ihoc.gh h> l^vourable to agriciiltur«.when a 
wile f) llcm of irrigation is undcrllood and pru'lllid ; and then, embarhing on that famous river, 
the fails up to Ch< :foii, wluiv Hie ends Ik r Page 230 

. . L K T T 1; W ].\\V. ^ 

The Autlior, la'ing nKll uncxpctTdly >>hl' U ‘>1 to wlntn in Niccdiyel t»ri the Rog, inforim 
us in thi'. latte., ol her int' n’iou to 'an]>loy her Iclfujo Iv'uis ui y,i\uNg a iheicli of the general 
Indorv of the Cieck e(-luni(‘s fettled all round the iboie, of ihe buxine, with the antient 
coinmerce th..; tie. ran u d e.i. ; n talk vhith Ibe mul .laKrs the moie re\dily, as tliey had fo 
luu('li r onnevion aui iiU' ] . out fe w ill* c.k- anotlai tlial u n diiHudl to uiuindand cleaily llio 
lor al hillory oi tlie pa t ol them v.-hi< h d;e \ililed in h<a 'L'oui, wltlmut, al lead, a general idea 
of the w'lujie. In liiiitbiug this little- i'-’-.odiKtiou to h.-r lu nv eouilc of Feiter-:, Ibe draws 
the port.Mit of h<v ,u. liable liolleb 1 idy iMoidwiiioff, with whom ihe is to pals the 
Winter *35 

L K T T E R LX XV I. 

Slic menllon.s llu- lirfl attempts of the Hreeks to plant colonies on the iborcs of the Euxine, 
alter being appri/rd b\ the Argonautic expedition of the commercial advant.tges whicli thofo 
countries otTi red to a lu. tritime pcojdc. She (lien fpeaks of the edabllfliiuent ot two Thellaliau 
colonics al the mouths of Urn Danube and Dulellcr, and of a number founded by the MilcfiaUS, 
or Caiians, the North and South cotilbs ot the Blai k Sea 23B 

LETT K R LXXVIl. 

She mentions^Illefian, ATegarian, and Tynian colonics, planted on the Wed fulc of the 
Kuxine, along the Dacian, Alxfian, and Thiacian coalls 2^2 

LETTER IXXVIIT. 

Aehe.m and Lacedemonian feltlements founded on the Cuban ihore, the iib.ode of the famous 
Pelafgi, nr PiraUsof aniujoily; and fome more cedonics on the baft eon (1 of tlie Luxine in the 
antient kingdom of Colchis, fo well known from ibc llor) ol the (hiKh n I'leerp, T,herc tlie 
nUerpiWing Mileiians built eilles (rn the noble river Phatis, (rs monopoH/c the lucrative IndivT 
wliieh had already enrii bed the eountjies lliai it pallid thinugh tiom tlie Caipun to the 
hi X lA- iVas, cycn before ‘Jie tilnie of the (rre< ian colonization . % ^ * J 4 ^ 

L E T T E R LXXIX. 

In iiludrjitlon of this faH, flic mentions fomc Greek niicsftill rxifUng on the Cyrus, or Cur, in 
tl < days of Slral o, piobahly raifed and fupported by tlie palTage of the India goods up that 
1 j and then informs us, that, bcfidcs building fcMTid ne>^' Cities in Clolchis, the Caritmt 

cz ^ repaired 



ix CONTBKTS. 

* e 

repaired foine 6f the antienk, fuch as uTla, the capital of the unhappy King of Colchis, the 
Yidim of the Argonciutic expedUioa, aiulCyta, the birth-place of his daughter Medea. Laflly, 
flic lliows the prolwhility of the Kgyptians having left a colony in Colchis, at the fame time 
that they planted one in Greece, and rode triumphant in the Eiixine ) and hazards a conjefture on 
ihe origin of the Itory of the Amazons * Page 24^ 

LETTER LXXX. 

Tlie IMIthridatlc conqueft of the Gr^ek colonics on the Euxinc, with a flight ikclch of the 
military cartel: of tlut ^\fiatic hero 25^ 

LETTER LXXXf. 

The Roman conqneft of the Euxinc colonics, hy Euciillu., Pompey, and Julius CVlar. The 
addition made to them by the Lui.q-Kds of Trajan, rcfrofcd to the Scy ihians by the t.t'conomical 
and politic Adrian. 'Phe Author ihows to whom we owe our knowledge of the autient 
geography of thole couiUrle'i * 255 


LET T E R f.XXXir. 

« 

She n('\t (hews, that the Venetian^, by a (lifting the Latins to mount the throne of Con- 
ftantinoplc, became the moll fatoured mercantile nation, and monopoli/o-d tlic Eaxiiic commerce. 
SIic then gives the names of their fi itlc inent'. on that fea, <S:e. ; but the Genoefe in turn fupplant 
them by the fame arts th.rt railed the Venetians to (lie dtxinnion of the Emiiie, and acquire 
extraordinary privileges from the grateful Michael Palaologns, wliom they nflilh’d to recover 
his throne. They then rebuild Tlieodocia, and obtain a charter of privileges from the Chan of 
Kozaria (as the Taurida was then called) for tlirir city, under its new name of Callhi wliich 
they artfully and fccretly lorti fy in (nder to become independent of the fovereign 2^^ 

L E T T E R LXXXIlh 

The Genoefe now acquire fo grc.it .an afeendauve in Kozaria, as to bcroxie umpnes m all 
difputcii’ among the princes of tlR‘ bh>od, and even to influence the elcaion of the Chan i 
lill, grown giddy with cxcdk ot profpeiity, they fet Uie i)owtT of tlie Chan at defiance; 
and, after infulting him, laugh at his vengeance behind their fortilied walls, till they alarm 
by their iiflblcnco and pride the oihcr nations on the fliorcs of the Euxinc, who attack 
Iheir Genoefe frttlemcnts in Alia Minor, and are next dying to the aid of the injuredi 
prince^ when the rcpublic\mji are moll miracultnilly delivered from their critical fit nation 
by the arms.of GengU Chan 2^1 

L E T T E R LXXXIV. 

% 

The Genoefe, though delivered in fo unexpeaed a manner from the imminent danger to 
which tJieir wanton ufurf)ation had expofed them, fall into a flill greater 150 years afterwards, . 
by the very fame tyrannic coiuluCd. Fortune, however, did not befriend them a fecond time ; 
for, the infulted Tartars calling in the powerful aid of the Turkilh conqueror Mahomet Iw 
Iheir proud city was aiUckcd j»nd taken, and the infoleiu inhabitants of Caffa carried int# 

TiukiOr 
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. * 

Turki(h flavcry by tlift Lieutenant of Mahomet ; an event vhlqh fir/i(he« the hlAorlcal Ikctch. 
of the Euxiiie colonies, from -their firft dtabliflunent down to the Turkiih coiKiucft Tage 164, 

LETTER LXXXV. 

« 

The Author begin*} in tliis I.ettera fimllar hiftoric Ikctch of (hr Kuxinr eommerer, •with that 
of the Greek colonies fettled on its conds; and Ihows, that their hrit fouu'cs of riches and 
power were the filheries of Afia Minor and the llolphorus, and that the next was the lucrative 
Eafl India trade which flowed into the Euxinc at that period, by the Cufpian, Cyrns, and 
Fhafis 

LETTER LXXXVL 

She f^ionks of the Uoinnn commerce on the Enxine, and points c.nt fome tar’fjus articles 
which the Romans neeived from the India nKtebants by this chainul; ntnnkiiv; on the. 
comparative commen ini indoU sice of that wailike nation, when ciMitralleJ w’lh ti i- :uli\e 
iiidnlliy of ihcir Grecian prcdecellbrs 'Ji 

LETT E R LXXXVn. 

On the Roman Chinefe filk trade, by the lame tlianncl,, with tlic curious cir. -u '.Car, re of tl;c 
Roman ladies unravelling the ( liimTe webs (as at that time tlvy hiouylit no 'a\/ hlk to m nh tX 
in order to work it uji a Iccond time into mist tranfparciU lUill’s, (he (d a.iiiqnit^, 

then in falbion at Uomc. She n<*xt flious, fiom Pliny, the iiamcnfc lums ol money th.i-t ueic 
lent yearly for goo<.U to the Kail; width Itcmx to luncbcdi tlicu, a^. in ail ages, tiie go-ai drain 
of European fpccle 3;,; 

LETTER LXXXV III. 

She next treats of the Venetian and Ceiiocre tommerte in the Euxliic; riid fliows, tiuit they 
ConduAcd the rich India trade nmcli in the fame manner with tlu ir clallic prtclcei iVors ; and' 
points out a branch of it diveited to the North by the Golden I loide ofTaitnrs podVjhng 
ARracan and Oliver (dties on the Volga, ike. She then fpeaks of the na\al liores I'l.niilbed 
by theanlidit kingdom of Colchis, and makes fomc nicnliou of the (>imous ( Ity of Dadcuiius, or 
Scbatlapolus, the great Cblchid mart, xvhere the Romans found it their intciell to keep. 
X20 interpreters for the facility of commerce 277 

LETTER T,XXXIX. 

The Aiulmr now trentR of the Euxinc commerce at large in all its hr.inclK s, as well as 
tliat of the Mmotis, or Sea of Afotf, and purfues the fubjciJ't gr.ulually .lil round their (oalL, 
mentioning all tlic principal cities and their rclpecluc tiadcs 2B2 

L E T T E R XC. 

Before quit tii>g the North Ih ore of the Euxinc, which flie treats much moic in dei.wl ihnn 
tlie reft of its circumference, from haxing vilited every place on it in her Tour (for fhc only 
fpeaks hlftorically of the remainder), ilie gives fome curious fpeeimens of the. accurate and 
mtcicfliog iufofUUtlloQ collc^ed by the lirll Greek hi Rorian, Hcrox^olus, during his travels on* 

Uus. 
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lliiacoafttwo thoufand years ago j and then examines the tonndation and juAice of Strabo’s 
riiiiippic a<^ainft the Greeks, for ha\ing taught (he Scythi.in.'i the flavc trade, \^hic'li was the 
jjrincipal artiele of barter in thefe countries Page 290 

LETTER XCI. 

She rontlnues her commercial review of the Kiixbie fea-pnits ; and, after quilting th.e North 
/liore, lUicencks to the Wc A, along the eoad of Dacia, Madia, and 'I’hracc, down to tlic ant-; at 
Byzantium, now Conftnnllnople j and llicn, eroding the Thracian Borphorus die lakes a 
dmil.ir commercial vieftv ot the principal Gnek (itics In Alia Minor, viz. aU ,ilon;; tlir eoads 
of the aiiiicnt Bylhinia, Paplihigonia, and Ponlus, till die airives nt Trapeziu.s, now lie- 

^97 


LETTER XCn. 

The Author gi\es n particular defeription of the nntient (heck colony of Trapivlus. rti'l more 
famous ill the Middle Ages under its prefent name of Tirbifond, as it then beceine ilie relid-iue 
of laieof the lliue Greek Emperors, whole unhappy dirilion lod the Roman umplie, and feated 
a Turk on (ho throne of the Cadars.* Our Author likewife makes nr niion of foiiic cilia's ( a 
each tide of Trcbilbiul, and diiidies lier iLeteh of the Euxine commerce at llic bordtjs cf 
Colclils, as die had already treated of the trade of that anlicnt kingdom 302 

L E T T E R ' xqjjr. 

l^xplalns tlie Author’s reafoiis for having At down the river Bog as the Axiaens in her ^Iap, 
inltead of the Hypanis, as fomc have luppofcd itj and die evidently ihows, tliat by this laft 
erroneous fuppof.lion the wliole nntient geography of (he primitive Scythia of TTerodol ns and 
Strabo i'. throwm into < onfufion, and the podtion of the didercnt Nomade. nations of antiquity^ 
('ompleiely difplaccd } fo as to render the geographical deferiptions of claHie authois pcrfctSlly 
uuintelligible 306 


SUPPLE i\I E N T. 

LETTER XCIV. 

He' r.mTOR\ IntrodiifEon to feme Letters on Taurle antiquities, confiding of mins, medals, 
moiuimcnls, iiUi 1 iptions, 5ic. which ferve to illulhate the hiftoiical faas related in the fair 
'i'rnvelh r’s d'our. - Remarks on the mutilated dale of the Bofphorir baflTo redievos, more 
»dpeeially iluir mrciiptions, whkh nio fo very iinperlVot as to render their meaning a matter of 
mere ccmjraure ; while the blocks of marble and other Hone on vvhi.cli they are fculptured 
arc now fecu mod rii|^uluudy tranfpolcd by the barbarous nations who fucccedcd the 
Greeks and Romans in the podfedion of tliele countries, as they have been employed in 
the condnudion of moie modern buildings, and are now found peeping out of church walls, 
tiUTCts, Stc. Ac J 
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L E T T E XCV. 

Boipliorlc monuments of the clalTic times, with Greek inferiptions, and remarks upon 
them Page 3 1 5 

LETT E K Xevr. 

Sepulchral Ilorjdiorlc monuments apparently of the Miilillc Ages, though alfo containing 
Greek in<";iiplions ; vith -in (Minmcralum of the figures commonly feen upon them, di\ided into 
Uirce diflcrcnl and diftiiuLt dalles ^ 

LETTER XCVir. 

Examples of the three dllRrcnt kinds of fcpulchi.d monuments mentioned abo\e, with tln ii 
iiifcriptions ^21 


r. E T T E R XCVIIL 

Conjednres refpcaing the meaning of the three different kinds of baffo relievos, repreft nted 
on die lepalchral monuments of the dofpliorus ^ 

LETTER XCIX. 

An inquiry into the geographical pofilioa of the IIyi)erboreans of the Antieiits 3^7 

L E T T E R C. 

An inquiry into the fpccies of connexion and fubordination between the Greek colonics on the 
Euxinc and the mother country 
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On Tauric Medals 


345 


II. 

Fragments of Bofphoric Mfiory, illuflrated by medals of its Kings ami ritits, in the different 
enbincts ot Europe j all lirmk within the antient kingdom, and inofl of ifieni in its capital, 

Pantieapaiin (now Kerch) 

Conclufum of the Bofphoiii' hiftory, by die Editjir 

Catalogue of the antient IModals inferted in Mrs. GUTHllIK’s Too r to thcEuxisi-, ; widi 
references to the Letters when in dicy arc employed to Uluftrate the text ^oi 


N«. III. 

Renoarks on fome Scythian and Borphoric Antiques difeovered in the empire of Ruflia ... 405 
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N'. IV. 

Copy of a Paper by tbc Kditor, oa fome curious objcdlj of nntlquUy fount! m tlic antirnt 
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From Niiolaijcf on the ^/rcr Bog^fthe .ixlnnis uJ 'Hic yintivntsj 
‘ in the Su^thiun Dijlrt. 

Well. here ayi I' in old Scythia, after a journey of i,ooo 
verfts', without accident, from our houfc in Peterlburg to Nico- 
lay'ef on the Hog. We have been received by the worthy Admiral 
MordwinolF and his lady with much kindnefs, and even friend- 
Ihip. They arc a worthy couple, whofe noble fimplicity of man- 
ners banilhes all e'eremony, and makes the wearied traveller think 
himfelf at home in the hofpitablc manfion of the Euxinc com- 
mander. 


> A verd contains joo Britidi fathoms* 


B 


I have, 



A &c. 

1 have, however, beSn .'^QiJ^-chifd^a&for not bringing our little 
glil with me, as was cxpeilcd ; indeed, the Admiral and other 
friends had been faying fo many flattering things of her to Lady 
MordwinoiF, that' Ihc feemed really difappointed, from the idea 
that her fprightly frolics would have enlivened the little fociety of 
the Defert ; fo that I was obliged to tell the truth, and lay all the 
blame on my IorI and mailer (as you faucy hulbands would fain be 
called). However, to enable you to make your defence, I lhall 
give you the accufation in the precife terms that were ufed ; viz. 
that you had declared, with all the gravity and emphafis of Hip- 
pocrates, that you could not part wijth both mother and daughter 
at once ; although it J^as- neceflar^ltat we fliould be feparated for 
a time, and that Mamma njult fly to the South for the recovery of 
lier health, deeply injured b/too clofe an attention to her daughter’s 
education. — Such was the oracle 1|^ich fent me to the Ihores of the 
Euxine. 

I mull now begin my promifed talk, of making you acquainted 
with all my travels ; and recording all my obfervations, juft as 
they arife, good, bad, or indifferent ; for, as they arc intended 
only to amiife my own family and friends, you lhall have them 
without referve or deliberation, and coloured, moll probably, by 
the complexion of my mind at the time ; fo that you may expedl 
a fort of moral rainbow on paper, and may judge of my health’s 
progrellive re*eftablilhment by the gradual difappearance of the 
darker lhadcs. Were every traveller equally ingenuous, one might 
eufily account for the bilious tints in feveral Tours, which have fo 
defervcdly offended the natives of the countries vifitcd, and made 
them equally dread the extremes of the barometer,^ in exalting the 
head of a Frenchman to wanton farcafms, or depreffing the fpirits 
of an Englilhman to caullic remarks. The Sirocco of Italy has 
produced many a philippic, or I am much miftaken. Smollett, 
and feveral more of your countrymen, mull have written under 

its 
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its infltfcnce, or have rcvifed their Tours, on their return home*, 
in tlie gloomy month of November. 

To begin then : — 1 ftialt not drag you with me through the bad 
roads of Great Ruflia at this feafon of the year, as I know there 
can be nothing new to you thus far ; but fliall take you up (on 
promife of good behaviour) at the confines of Little Kufifia, with 
which you are lefs acquainted. 

Our journey from thence was pleafing and intcrefting. How 
agreeably was I furprized to fee the advanced ftate of agriculture as 
we travelled fouthw^ards, and to find^his mighty empire, which, 

I own, judging from its vaft extent, I fuppofed to be thinly 
peopled, covered with poptflous villages and waving corn, all the 
way from Tula tp Kurfk ! At the firft of thefc cities I found your 
old acquaintance, and fcllow^avcller to the Black Sea, General 
Kalkine, prefiding over the coamy as Go^ftrnor General ; and at 
the fecond, another acquaintance, General Beklcchcf, in the fame 
capacity for the two provinces of K.urfk and Orel : a lucky circum- 
ftance for me, as their authority and kind civilities vvere of the 
greateft fervice, not ohly in making my fliort ftay in their govern- 
ment more agreeable, but likewife in proteiSling me againfl: the 
impofdion^of the polV, which has of late become fucli'a grievance 
on this road, as to induce your friend Dr. Pallas and his family to go 
round by Woronetz, inftead of accomjwnying me by the ordinary 
route ; fo rtfuch was his indignation excited by the impofitions prac- 
tifed upon him laft year on his way to Peterfburg, after his furvey 
of the Taurida, to which he is now returning for ever. An anec- 
dote of that famous naturalifi;, occafioned by this impofition, de- 
ferveS to be meqttoped : — it fo much augmented the expcncc of his 
route to Peterfburg above the ufual calculation, that his money only 
carried him as far as Tula, where he was obliged to remain fo long- 
wkiting a frefh fupply, that be^had fulficient leifure to write the 
account of the Taurida, or Crimea, which he publilhed laft year, 
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on his arrival in the capital, by order of the Emprefs Catherine 
the Second ! * 

It would be difficult to find a country more fertile, more 
thickly covered with various productions, or better calculated 
to give delight, than the very traCl complained of, if one’s temper 
were not ruSled by the afor^faid -impofitions of the Il’wiftchiks*. 
Having learned, 'however, that thefe infoleht p^afants arc thericheft 
in the Empire, I mud acknowledge that this information put me 
into better humour, as I recolleCted that in every kingdom where- 
1 have travelled, there is n^ paffing through a rich manufacturing 
country like this, without feeling a little of the infolence of wealth. 
It is ridiculous to be hurt at a common occurrence founded on the 
nature of man, and originating in the happinefs pf fo valuable and 
ufcful a clafs of civil fociety. 

What quantities of fine fruit, what charming woods, in all this 
tract, but more particularly in the Ukraine, where you find the 
climate and late abundance of France, before modem Philofophy 
beat the plow fharcs into fwords and pikes ! — Here you have ex- 
cellent apples, pears, and plumbs, at one copeck (little more thaa 
an Englifh Mrthing) for 50 ; the fined melons and arbufea at one 
f opeck each, and you pafs whole fields of them on each fide of the 
road ; bpl: what we found comparatively dear (to fhew you that 
every thing in this world is appreciated by comparifon) were, ten 
fine large bergamot pears at one copeck the whole ten, and as many 
extremely large apples, of a fine fort, at two copecks, which would 
cod as many roubles at our table ia Petetiburg : ju(kone hundred; 
times the price.. 

In dmvt, my dear friend, ad the neceflaries, dnd fome even of 
the fuper%ities of life, are procured here for a mere trifie, in coin«^ 

* Letters aud drivers of poiKhorfes^ comox)Riy the ordTnaiy peafants of the country, ia tfieif 
tillage drefs> in th^ir turns fumiih horfes.atjlJufMf price and drivp them ; but ways were 
found to evade the ;£inprels's regulated price in her kd years, and trayelleci £ciffci^ greatly. 

^ parifoa 
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parifon with what thi^Coft ii< the NortJiern Capital; fo that the 
whole eipcnce in *4 hours (pottage excepted) of my whole com- 
pany» coofitting, as you know, of three within the coach, and my 
ttiithful guard without, was only 6ne rouble, although we ate 
ihuit like feamen after a long voyage ; and, indeed, I think a ten 
years refidence in the latitude of 60 puts us nearly- on a footing with 
them ; for, although we are not wholly deprived of the more com- 
mon gifts of fbmona, ttill we can difpute with them an appetite 

for her choiceft dainties. 

■ $ 

Kremcnohuk, however, Qualified our admiration of the country and 
its rich produaions ; for, thatUaty torthis, a Scythian or Tar- 
tar would have traveMe#over- the Dtfert with much more 

ei^oyment than your Cara Spofa, 

M. G. 


LETTER IL 


From the New RkJJtan City of Nicohytf. 

This City was founded in' 1789, in the angle formed Sy the- 
rivers Bog ’ and InguL The firft of thefe is a river to which the 
Ruffians have a very indent claim, as an object of their pagin 
worihip in their heathen ttate nay, it even feems to have had the 


♦ I ftall hereafter gire mj reafoni for foppo^ng the Bbg to be the Axiacxit of the^ Ancient*,, 
lhftead.of the HypanU, according to ibine modem geographers ; and as to the Ingul, it evidently 
Hippears to be the Chrob3rzes of antiquU/e- See the Map, for all the anchnt and modern names ofi 
the riven and cities on thi^^oait 
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honour of giving name to the true God, called in the RulKan 
language *. , . • „ ■ 

Nicolayef has fcvcral advantages not pblTefled by Cherfon, whiclj 
has been partly abandoned for the new city, not only oa.accourit of 
its fuperior falubrity, but likewife for itseafier accel's by water fof 
veffcls of all kinds ; for while different winds are neceffary to lay 
up the various reaches or turns of the . Dnieper as ^far as Cherfon, 
u fingle wind fuffices to carry a (hip up to the anchoShge below Ni- 
colayef. When you add to thefe rcafons the very weighty one of 
being obliged to carry down every new fhip to the fea on camels % 
from want of depth in the water# .<» you will fee the wifdom of 
transferring the naval cftablifhrtient of thft£uxine from Cherfon to 
Nicolayef. * 

Our hofpitable^landlord, conftantly occupied in his imjiortant 
duties, brings tamy mind the fingular fa6t, that it was his father. 
Admiral Mordwinoff, who compofed or arranged the Regiment for 
the Baltic fleet ; and his amiabl*' and able Ibn, df the fame rank, 
who drew up that for the Euxine fleet, which he now commands 
in chief, although he is obliged to dwell afhore, to direct the Ad- 
miralty and all the maritime preparaUons carrying on here. 

Nicolayef ftands on the left bank of the river Ingul, 75 verfls 
from the Black Sea ; and is built in the form flf a crefeent on a gentle 
acclivity which riles towards the Bog, and from which it is^ not 

♦ 'See Dr. Outline’s Kuflian Antiquities, page 66, 

' canieKs arc a kiiul of large flat-bottomed woodep cr;^idles, in \vliich veflels of great 'btir* 

!thcn, built at I’eterlburg ami Cbt^rlnu, arc earned o\^'r the banks or bars into deep water, although 
there is not fuflieient depth for « iWp of half the Are Avithout fuch aid. They form a hollow 
cradle when united, but fepdratt; longitudinally from llcm to flcrji for the convenicncy of flnkiu^ 
one half under e;K'h flde of the fliip, merely by opening a plug and felting the water into them ; 
niid then, on pumping it out again, tlic huge inaehiiie (tied together under the ^eflTTs bottom at 
Hem and Hern) lifes inajillically to fhc furfaee, carrring on its hollow back a hundred-gun fliip 
like rt boat, In tbi*) numner all uur fliips of the line aro floated over every obflruAion, in cither 
fJie Nev;A;r Dnieper, down to Cronfladtin the flrfl inflance, and to the Black Sea in liic fecont^ 
and arc leciired troni ON ei fetfing by the lueadth of the float, and the dwarf-like jury-matbi ifiX 
4 Ml lor the lliort jiailtgc to iliepoit where they arc rigged, armed^ aad yifkuaJled# ^ 


diftant 
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diftant above one vcrft, being placed, as faid before, exaftly in the 
angle formed by tli^ *he two rivers. 

The ftrects are remarkably long, abroad, and ftraight ; eight of 
them interleil one another at right angles, and may contain about 
600 houfes ; befides 200 cottages and I'emblankics (habitations xni- 
der ground) in the fuburbs,. inhabited by failors, foldiers, &c. 
There are likewife fome handfome public buildings, fuch as the 
Admiralty, with a long line of magazines, work-lliops, &c. be- 
longing to it, placed all along the Bank of the Ingul, with the wet 
and dry docks ; in Ihort, every neceflary department for the build- 
ing, rigging, and vidtualling of (hips of war, from a firft-ratc 
down to a floop : a proof of which is, that a velTel of 90 guns was 
launched here laft year. However, as nioft places have Ibmc dif- 
advantages from local pofition, Nicolaycf^fcems to labour under the 
following: — 

■>1 Firft, that of being placed in the Scythian defert, where no 
wood ever grew (except a few planted trees on the banks of rivers) 
fince the Ruffian conqueft : it, of courfe, mufl be fupplied with 
timber for fhip-building,' &c. from a great dirtance ; and, as the 
beft oak comes down the Dnieper, it mufl afterwards make the 
tour by fea, and mount the Bog to fnpply the docks in activity here. 
The fame remark applfcs to all the other naval materials and ftorcs, 
fuch as hemp, iron, fail-cloth, &c, &c. which mufl greatly aug- 
ment the expence of conftruilion ; and 1 cannot omit anotlicr very 
cflTential want, viz. that of good water, which mufl he brought 
from fprings about a mile from the city by oxen, which, however, 
coft little irt keeping on grafiy plains, where hay may be had for 
the trouble of cutting,! Tb. that it is of little inconvenience to the 
inhabitants in general, although the jx)or may fuffer in fome degree, 
and it muft take time to water a fleet, as both the Bog atul Ingul are 
commonly brackifh, though from what caufe 1 will not take upon 
me to determine, but leave it to you phyficians to decide, whctlier 
the .fea is near enough to have that etic6l, cfpccially 011 the Ingul ; 
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or ^b^tl^r it proceeds from tbt ia^'imptegRei^ fo reiiiaritttik; 
in fotne of thefe ftepts or deferts^^ as 1 fba^lii»ve||OcafiQat9;fl)est iit: 
my fnturc letters, when we vif|j diftri<ft» where its effefts are vifiWe, 
and conftitu^ a fource of wealth to the paftoral inhabitants# 

But to return to my prefent place of refidence, of which I have 
not yet hniihed the defcription. The. public buildings before men^ 
tioned, with a |)retty church, and evena number of pj^ivate houfes, 
are conftrudked of a fine white calcareous ftone full of Ihells, which 
is foft when firft cut out o£ the quarry, <ithough it afterwards hardens 
in the air, like one that we have in Peterlburg from the neighbour- 
hood of the palace of Gatchina. The reft of the houfes are of 
wood, brought^ nsfaid above, all the way from White Ruflia down^, 
the Dnieper, which renders it fo dear, that the burning of lime 
comes fbo high, and forcn the inhabitants to ufc (inftcad of mor- 
tar) for their ftone buildings a fpecics of calcareous yellow cla)^ 
(argilla), which, they ^etend, not only retains humidity for a long, 
time, but even abforbs it again v«dien once dry ; nay^ fome like wile 
attribute the fame dangerous qualities to the calcareous ftone itfelf ; 
fo that they think their houfes unhealthy for a certain number of 
years. However, without entering into fuch difeuftinns, which, 
as faid before, I leave all to you as part of your favourite inquiries, I 
can only alTure you^that I palled a winder in ol!e of thofe manfions of 
recent conftru6lion, without either feeling or perceiving the elFefts 
of humidity, although my delicate frame is become of late a fort 
of animal hygrometer. 

Some of the private houfes, however, arc cemented with lime, 
notwithftanding its price, in confequence of the prevailing idea juft- 
mentioned as attached to its common fubffitqte i and I think the 
money well beftowed, if it keeps the mind of the proprietor in 
health, whatever advantage it may render to his body. 

' The number of inhabitants, failors and foldiers included, may. 
amount to about lo.ooo; fuch, at leaft, is the information given to 
Yours, '&C# M. G. 
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P. S. [By the Editor.] It is with pleafure I fee that one of tlie 
greateft wants of this city is in a fair way of being removed ; I mean 
the want of fuel ; fincc coal has been difeovered in fuch a fituation 
as to be conveyed by water to Nicolayef at a moderate price, more 
efpecially if government and merchant-veflels take it in as ballad 
in their voyages to the fea of Aiof,' as it comes down the Donetz 
and Don to the city of that name. 

Mrs. G. wrote in winter the following note : 

“ I am now fitting at a cheerful fire made with the very coals 
** mentioned in my fecond letter in fummer.” 


LETTER III. 


From Nicolayj^, 

This neweity is fitOated, as already faid, literally in the Wilds 
of Scythia (or Tartary, if you like the modern better than the an- 
cient name) ; for it is furtoonded on all fides by dreary open deferts, 
which only differ from thofe of Arabia in being covered with grafs 
inffead of /and ; while both arc inhabited in all ages by roving 
hordes of horfemen, which refemble one another in difpofition and 
mode of life ; in a^wqrd, the ihepherds of holy writ, ready at all 
times, if able, to over-run and plunder men aflbmbled in civil fo- 
ciety, living peaceably and comfortably in fixed habitations. The 
power, however, of the Turkifti and Ruffian Empires has kept 
them within bounds for ages, and made it their interefl: to live in 
peace with their warlike neighbours ; as they are fhen furc not to be 

C inolefted 
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molefted in their grafly dcferts, while they can occafionally even 
obtain luxuries from plunder, by accompanying the armies of the 
two empires in the frequent wars of the Weflern and Northern 
countries. Some fpots, indeed, near Nicolayef, are beginning to 
put on the appearance of cultivation, in confequence of the per- 
fevering efforts of the worthy chief, who ftrains every nerve to fiib- 
due theflubborn foil, and overcome naturaldifficiilties ; thegreateft 
of which feems to be, its ftony hardnels, never having been turned 
up from the beginning of the world, at lead within the records of 
hillory, and always frequented by fliepherds who neither fow nor 
reap. I went to-day with Lady Mordwinoff and family, on horfe- 
back, to fee a little Turkilh colony a few verfts from hence, con- 
fifting of about a hundred fouls, with a Turkifh naval officer at 
their head. This gentleman, called Salih Aga, was fent by the fa- 
mous Capitain Balhaw, Hafan I’alha, to tranfaft fome bufincfs 
with the Field- Marflidl Prince Potemkin, then commanding the 
Ruffian armies ; during which time he had the misfortune to lofe 
his proteftor, then Grand Vizier ; and, as he was hire that on his 
return he Ihould be perfccuted by the numerous enemies of the de- 
ceafed miniftcr, as well as of thofe of the ilofpodar of Wallacbia 
Prince Nicolas Marvoinc, juil beheaded, who had equally protcdlcd 
him, he took the wife refolution to keep*his own head on his 
fliouldcrs by remaining in Ruffia, and was made a Brigadier Gene- 
ral in the navnl fervicc of her Imperial Majefty. 

This little colony is plcafantly fituated on the Ingul, and well 
lodged in fnug ftonc houfes, with the free excrcife of their religion, 
cuftoms, &c. ; as we foon perceived by their manner of living, and 
by a handfome little mofqiie ; in fhort, they feem to be in a very 
comfortable thriving Bate, and the Turks arc much better cultiva- 
tors than 1 expecSled to find them. But their chief, Salih Aga, is 
really a fort of prodigy for a difciple of Mahomet, on account of 
his eafy poliOied manners, and his proficiency in the principal 
European languages, among the reft in Englifh, in which we con- 

verfed 
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vcrfed with him. Perceiving that, as an inquifitivc traveller, I was 
cqrious to know fometliing of the hiftory of a Turk pofieirmg ac- 
quirements held in contempt by his nation in general, and even 
regarded with horror by bigoted Mulfulmen, as againft the precepts 
of the Koran, he had the politenefs to give us the following ac- 
count of himfelf in Englifh, which all the com^wny underftood*. 

He told us, that having a ftrong dcfirctofee the w'hrki, and to ac- 
quire more knowledge than is cullomarily gained at home, he Hole 
out of Turkey by the connivance of the late liberal Hafan Pacha 
(the great friend of Sir Robert Ainflic, and the nation he repre- 
fented), and vilited Italy, France, and Gieat Britain, where he 
cultivated the acquaintance of men of information, and thereby 
acquired fome portion himfelf, together .with the language of each 
nation wherein he made any ftay. In a* few years his prote6lor, 
the Capitain Bafliaw, having made his peace with the Porte, 
engaged him to finilh his travels, and return home as one of 
his Aids-du-Camp, on-board the fleet ; an offer which Salih 
Aga embraced with gratitude and joy, and ferved ever after 
under his enlightened chief, till fent by him on the above men- 
tioned commiffiou to Prince Potemkin ; during which interval 
he had the misfortune to lofc his patron and all his hopes of prefer- 
ment, nay eTcu his I'afety ; for he well knew, that on returning to 
his native country he ihould fall a victim to the bigoted zealots, who 
had long wilhed to ruin him, if they had dared to attack a man ho- 
noured with ilufan’s fiicndfliip. 

Admiral Mordwinoff has likcwdfc a thriving plantation and a 
pretty country feat at a Ihort diftance from the city, where I have 
already in fome mcalurc I'atisficd tny longing for grapes gathered with 
my own hands from the vine, and that before fetting out for the 
‘Taurida, ihcconflantobjctSl of my ea|jer dcfire, where 1 was to fcafl: 


^ Lady Mordiviiiofl* andbg* brother, Qoloncl (now Genera!) Cohly, arc and Admi- 

ral Mordwinod 1 peaks the language like a native ; he has likcAil'c luinc ilritidi ofliccis about him 
bclwgmg to the RulUaii fleet. 
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on the rich vineyards of Soudak ; fo that, my good friend, I per- 
ceive every day more and more clearly what I had long fufpefled, 
that a lively imagination fo greatly exaggerates every earthly enjo)'- 
ment beforehand, that we arc conftantly dlfappointed when we 
attain our wilhes. Were it not for the picturcfque beauties of that 
celebrated peninfula, and the ancient ruins that it contains, I 
already feel thrfc the grapes of Soudak would not carry me a hun- 
dred verfts farther. 

This little feat would of itfelf fuffice to refute a prevalent opi- 
nion, that trees will not grow in this country, an idea certainly erro- 
neous when applied without attention to local ^fituation ; for, al- 
though, as I before told you, the earth is as hard as if baked by the 
ardent fummer fun through a long fuccefllon of ages, infoniuch that 
young trees only find a lodgement of a few inches on the furface, 
covered with a very thin coat of vegetable earth formed by the an- 
nual decay of the grafs, and are fure to perilh when their roots have 
penetrated this foft (hell and come in contadl with the ftony earth 
that lies below it, impenetrable even to the fpade in feeble hands ; I 
fay, that though all this is literally true, yet it is not applicable 
to the banks of rivers, where, on the contrary, we fee a number 
of villages on both the Bog and the Ingul, furrounded by thriving 
plantations, efpecially one named Chervonfa, eight veVfts from Ni- 
colaycf, founded after the peace of Kainardgi by fugitive Greeks 
from Moldavia and Wallachia, who dreaded the vengeance df the 
offended Turks if they returned to thofe tributary provinces after 
Ihewing a partiality to the Ruffians during the war. But the growth 
of trees is not even confined to the banks of the larger rivers; for 
every rivulet in the Defert has its village and plantation to adorn its 
courfc ; and, what is ftill more, the Defert itfelt may be made to 
rear them by the foffering ca^of man; but in that cafe he muft 
not only cut a deep hole in the ftubborn earth, and fill it with mould 
to receive his young plants, but he muff giiard and water them him- 
felf, as heaven fometimes refufes a drop for a whole feafon. Thus 

have 
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have I entered rather at length into this fubjeft, fo often agitated, 
though fo fcldom confidered in the proper point of view, to ex- 
plain what feems fo Itrange to travellers, viz. //jat immenfe plains 
which produce fuch luxuriant grafs^ will not produce wood ; and 1 de- 
clare that they never can in their prefent ftate of management ; for 
even fuppofe that the hardened earth did not refufe a lodgement for 
the roots of trees, ftdl I do not fee how it would be jfofliblc for wood 
to grow on the plains of Scythia, for the following reafons : 

Firft, the nomade Tartars and their flocks would either trample 
down or crop the young plants every fpring, as they appeared above 
the ground ; hay, even if they cfcaped this vernal danger, fore dc- 
ftrucSlion would await them in autumn, when the Tartars regularly 
fet fire to the parched grafs, to confume,. as they fay, the remaining 
ftalks, become as thick and ftifF as (tubbfe, and which would other- 
wife prevent the rifing of the tender grafs in Ipring, which puflies 
up readily from the manuring eftc(fls of the ajhes^ the only fpecies 
of cultivation beftowed on the Scythian defert fmee the creation, ex- 
cept on the borders of fuch rivers as overflow their banks yearly, 
and thereby prepare foil for the hufbandman without the labour of 
his hands. Now, my dear Sir, if to the difadvantages pointed out 
above, you will add the terrible drought to which thele plains are 
fobjtft every fecond or third fcafon, I think you muft agree with 
me, that the real wonder would be, to fee wood on the Tartarian 
fiepts% for fuch is the true name of the Scythian defert in this coun- 
try, and the information concerning it colleded by your very 
affectionate M. G. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


From ihe river Dnirjicr, the Tyros ef the Ancients, 

I SHALL now begin my promifed defeription of the ac« 
quifitions of RiifTia by tlic peace of Kainardgi and JafTy, at the new 
frontier of the two Enipu-cs^ the river Dnicfter ; the right bank 
of which belongs to the Ttirks, and its left to the Ruffians ; a inoft 
excellent boundary, as the whole breadth of the river lies between 
them, to prevent the quarrels wffiich ill-defined limits fo often 
produce between jealous neighbouring ftates. 

1 certainly need not make any apology for my fdence on my way 
from Nicolayef hither ; as you will cafily perceive, that I chofe to be- 
gin my defeription of the new dominions of Ruffia at their Weftern 
frontier, and to treat of them regularly all the way along the coall 
of the Black Sea or Euxine, as I travel flowly Eaitvvard'; till 1 arrive 
at the river Cuban, the Verdanus of the Ancients, where my Tour 
will end, with the Ruffian Empire in that dirciflion ; and complcat 
my projciib of vifiting all the late ceded countries, at lead the mari- 
time fide of them, infinitely the moft valuable and interefting, from 
their being anciently almoil covered with Greek colonics, wherc- 
ever a river, or a good fca-port, invited mercantile adventurers, 
and encouraged commerce. ' *■ 

Previous to entering into j^ticulars, however, either with regard 
to the ancient eftablithmcnts on the Euxine, or the prefent date of 
the fpots which they occupied, permit me to remark, that this lad 
tract of country ceded at the peace of Jalfy, fiom the Dniejler io 

the 
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the Bog, is by no means fo infignificant an acquifition to RiifTia as 
fomc people pretend ; fince thele deferts, as they are called, are far 
from being without their life to a fovereign having paftoral nations 
under her Iceptre, who furnilh moft excellent irregular troops, 
always equipped for war without cxpence, and ever ready to march 
at a day’s warning, as they find in thofe graffy plairis all that they 
with and want, for themfclvcs and their Hocks, in their flying 
camps. 

The Boudgatz Kaia (^s your Engliih maps call tliistra6f) made 
a partot” the primitive Sc)thiaof Herodotus', and ot the l.ittlc Scy- 
thia^ of Strabo, in width a horde of that nation, the Axiac:u, wandered 
in the days of the Cireck hiftorian, and afterwards the Roxolatii 
(probably the aiiccftors of itsprefent maftersthc Rulhans), the inoft 
northerly people known to the ancients. Whatever rank this new 
diftrict may hold in (Economics, there can be little doubt of its po- 
litical importance to Rulfla, were it only for the poflefTion of the 
important fort and harbour of Ochakoff', the key to both the Bog 
and the Dnieper, ri\’ers of great confequcncc and utility to this 
part of the empire ; but when we 'take into the account the forti- 
fied port and town of Odefla, which Her Inqierial Majefly is con- 
ftru£ling in the Turkilh creek of Adjebey, farther Well towards tlic 
Dniefler, with the Ifrong I.oldscreebing on her fide of tl> it river, to 
fccurc the new barrier, its political mqiortance, 1 think, can 
fcarccly be denied ; and 1 will even venture to declare it a valuable 
acquifition to a power that now rides triumpiianr in the Black Sea, 
In my next letter I lhall begin to be more particufir in my re- 
marks ; and pray remember, that I intend to put a great deal of 
method into my Tqiir^ juft to puniihyou men tor your Incer at the 
charming dtfor.her that mufl reign in the narrative of a female traveller \ 
piquing yourlclves, no doubt, on thcHiarming order and arrange- 
ment that ever reigns around the lords of the creation, who at the 

’ Which extemled from the Danube to the CaJpian. * 

* Which only extended trom the Danube to Pcrccop, tlic Taphras of the Greeks. 

fame 
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fame time cannot, without our help, even arrange their own 
ftudies, wherein books, charts, and manufcripts difpute the floor 
and duft, and never know the comfort of a fnug place or clean 
cover, more than yourfelves, except when we take compaflion on 
both ; at leaft, I can anfwer for the truth of my remark with regard 
to one of the fpecies, the faucy hulband of jours, &c. M. G. 


LETTER V. 


Bom OvlfCs Tomb on the Liman of the Dnujler, 


I SHALL now begin the more particular account of this coun-. 
try at the New Frontier, as I always propofed ; viz. the Dniefter, 
or Tyras of the Ancients, on which Her Imperial Majefty is ere»5l- 
ing fevcral towns and forts. 

The higheft of thefe towns is Gregorypol, an Armenian colony ; 
the next is Tyrafopol, oppofite Bender, a fort, and place of arms, 
or arfenal, for the whole frontier, evidently fo named to preferve 
the antient appellation of that famous river ; and, laftly, fhc is 
conftrufting a third town and fort on the Liman, or Gulph, at the 
mouth of the Dniefter, which the has called Pvjdopol, from fo cu- 
rious a circumftance, that it deferves to occupy the reft of this 
letter, as it has employed the Rulfian Antiquaries for fome timepaft. 

It was in digging the foundation of this fort, that the pioneers 
of your correfpondent Brigadier (now Major General) VVolIant, 
the able engineer employed in conftrufling all thefe new forts, 

difeovered 








A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA. Ac. 17 

difcovered, at the depth of ten feet below the furface of the ground, 
the curious Antique Tomb, of which he fent you a Drawing *. 

It was compofed of five pieces of a fpecics of brown flatc, or 
fchilfus, two feet and a half I’quare, and four inches thick; four of 
which formed the four fides of this antique coffin, and the fifth was 
laid on the top as a cover to fliut it up. At each end ftood a fort of 
vale of baked clay, and on its top a fepulchral lamp of the fame 
material as the vafes. 

This antique urn (as the Brigadier called it, from its being ap- 
plied to the purpofe of the fepulchral urns of the ancients, although 
certainly its form is very different ‘") contained afhes with burned 
human bones ; and in the midfi of them lay a fmall female bull of 
baked clay, three inches long, and of*exquifitc workmanlhip, 
although apparently formed, while wetj with the bare fingers, 
without the aid of an inftrument, as the impneffion of the human 
Ikin’ is ftill vifiblc. ■ 

Thj? buft reprefents a beautiful woman, (S«c Plate I.) with her 
hair divided on the forehead into two knots or '^heaths, forming toge- 
ther a kind of crefeent ; while the back of the head is covered w ith a 
veil of light exquifite workmanfliip, and highly finilhed. 

There exift two opinions refpeiling this curious monument of 
antiquity. The firft, which is that of the difeoverer, is, that the 
workmanlhip is Grecian, and the figure, probably, a bull of the 
Taiiric Diana, ' who had her temple in the Taurida, at no very great 
dillance, and who, probably, was worffiippcd in all the colonies 
on this fide of the Euxine. 

This opinion the Brigadier endeavours to fupport, 


•The Editor tfee Drawing here mentioned, accompanlctl by a Papei on fhi, 

curious Tomb, to tlie Society of Antiquaries in London in 1795; as he has atiotlicr PajKT fincc 
0:1 the fame fubjef^. (Sec Appendix, No. IV, and V.) 

The tomb above deferibed much rcfcinbles what the anclenU called an tiffitnriurn, a fort of 
fquarc box, in which they 1 1.1 nfmit ted home the burnt bonca andailiea of a perfon who died abroad, 
when they were to be depolited in his own country. • 

Firft, 


D 
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Fifft, by the ftile of the workmanfliip, as juft defcribed ; fe- 
condly, by the profile being Grecian ; thirdly, by the buft being 
formed with the fingers from wet clay, and afterwards baked, 
which, he fays, was a Grecian pra6tice ; and, fourthly, by the hair 
being formed into a crefeenty the diftinguiftiing mark of Diana. 

Thefe are the arguments by which he fupports his opinion ; and 
he might have' added, as a confirmation of it,, that the banks of the 
Tyras, as far up as it is navigable, or about 17 miles, were once 
covered with Greek colonies ; but what makes greatly in favour of 
his hypothefis, and what I am furprifed efcaped him, is, the three 
Greek letters which I obferved on each vafe in the very (ketch that 
he fent me, AllS. In (hort, Monficur de Wollant concludes his 
remarks by faying, that he regards the fine buft in queftion as a Pe- 
nates, or houfliold god, buried with the pious pagan. 

In my next I (hall give you the opinions on the Roman fide of the 
queftion ; taking it for granted, that you make it a rule to hear 
both fides in every caufe before you decide ; more efpecially as it is 
upon the ftrength of the fecond fet of arguments, that the antique 
tomb [fee the Engraving below] is fufpe<Sled to be that of 
Ovid, and that the new fort and city has been named Ovidopol, 
or the city of Ovid. 





a. Vafes of baked earthy S feet 

high. 

b. Lamp of baked earth, unglazed. 

c. Depohtory of the burnt bones. 

r 

d. Schillous ilones, forming the 

tomb ; each ftone being about 
feet fquare, and 4 inches 
thick. 
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LETTER VI. 


/Vom the New City of Oviihpof. 

A S 1 obfervcd in my laft Letter, another fct of our Ruflian anti- 
quaries fufpedl the ancient tomb therein mentioned to be that of 
the unhappy Roman bard Ovid, who died in exile on this fliorc of 
the Euxine, although it is generally fuppdfed that he left his bones 
in the ancient Greek city of ‘tome, at the mouth of the Danube, 
which, we know, was the place of his banilhment, as every letter 
in his famous Trivia is dated from it. There can be little doubt of 
the fituation of Tome being where I here place it, as its pofjtion is 
very accurately marked by the poet himfelf ; who tells us in the fifth 
letter of his third book, addrelTed to Cotta at Rome, that this city 
flood cxadlly where the JJler (the ancient name of the lower part 
of the Danub’e) empties itfelf into the Pontus Euxinus, or Black 
Sea ". However, as it does not neceffarily follow that a man muft 

I have been alTured hj Brigadier Wollant, that he faw ruins of ancif ut buildingi on one of 
the mouths of the Danube, called St. George’s Canal, five verfis below the city of Tulcjw, Mr. 
Scherer, of the College of Juftice in St. Pcterlburg, tells us, however, iti the Firft Volume 
(page 9.) of his AnnaUi de la Petite Rt{ffie, tranilatexl from maiuifcripis in the archives of KioIF, 
that (.)vid’s tomb cxifts fix days journey from the Boryfthcucs, or Dnieper, in a plain where an- 
cient ruins are dill feen, bd&riii^ the following iplcription : 

Hie fitus eft vates, quem divi Caefaria ira 
Augufti Lalio cedere julfit humo, 

Saepc milcr voluit patriis occumbere terria, 

Sed fruftra ! hunc illi fata dedere locum. 

We have to regret that Mr. Scherer neglects to inform U8 in what direction from the Dnieper, 
and on which fide of it, the tomb lay. 

D ^ 


die 
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die in the very place where he lived, I lhall give you the circum- 
ftances on which the opinion is founded that he nr.ay have been 
interred here. 

Firft, becaufe the Liman of the Dniefter, on which his tomb 
■was found, is ftill called, by the natives of the country, Laculi 
Ovidoli, or the lake of Ovid ; and thele natives are known to be, at 
lead in part, the del'cendants of a Roman colony planted by Trajan 
on the Tyras, or Dnierter, during his victorious career. 

Secondly, becaufe the little bull, when lent to court, and com- 
pared with the noble collection of antiques in the pofTclTton of Her 
Imperial Majdty, was found to bear a pcrfeCl rcfemblance to the 
beautiful, though lubricious Julia, daughter of Auguftus, among 
the number of whofe lovers Ovid is fufpeCted to have been one ; a 
much more probable cauffc for her father’s anger, and the poet’s 
exile, than the ridiculous reafon fometimes alligned for it, viz. the 
publication of his Art of Love, which it is difficult to fuppofe 
Auguftus would affect prudery enough to punifti as a heinous crime ; 
although he might very naturally be enraged at the ingratitude and 
prefumption of Ovid, in adding to the ftiame of both father and 
daughter, and wifli to keep him out of the way of repeating his 
infolence in future. 

Following up this latter idea, the amorous bard is fuppofed by 
fome to have been here difeovered hugging in death the buft of his 
fair miftrefs, poflibly buried with him, at his own requeft, a$ the 
moft revered of his lares ; for Auguftus was deified, and of courfe 
Julia was a goddefs. It may be afked, how he managed to procure 
the buft of his miftrefs in his exile ; but if the fmallnefs of its fize 
will not permit the fuppofition of his having fecreted it about his 
perfon when lent from Rome, I may, probably, help antiquaries 
out of this difficulty by referring to the 9th letter, in the 4th book 
of hisTriftia, dated from Tome, where he tells Grecinus, to whom 
the Epiftle is addreffed, that he is in polTcflion of the bufts of the 
"whole imperial family. 


Such, 
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Such, my good friend, are the two opinions entertained relative 
to this curious tomb ; and it may be ncceflary to add, for the far- 
ther illuftration of the fubje£l, if any one (hould find it an objeft of 
attention, that feveral leifer tombs, exactly of the fame figure and 
materials, have been difeovered by the pioneers, in digging the 
foundations of the different buildings eredling on this lake or gulph ; 
which feem to point it out as the feite of one of the ancient colonics 
on the Tyras that I am juft going to enumerate in fpeaking of that 
river. However, the one deferibed above, and fufpefled to be Ovid’s, 
muft have belonged to a man of feme confcquencc ”, as all the 
others are not merely fmaller, but have only one vafe ; and in none 
of them has been found a fimilar buft, though other kinds of lares 
arc occafionally difeovered among the alljes of the dead \ 

1 muft not quit a river fo famous in ifntiquity as the Tyras, or 
Uniefter, without faying a few words on its hiftory in thofc early 
times. 

We arc told, that at the difperfion of the Grecian chiefs on the 
deftrudion of Troy, Neoptolcmus, fon of Achilles, after having 
founded Tom^ at the mouth of the Ifter, or Danube, proceeded 
with his Thefialians to the mouth of this very river, the Tyras of 
the Ancients, and the Danaftris of the middle ages, where he erc6l- 
ed a tower biaring his own name, and founded under its prote6fion 
a fmall colony, called Hermonaftk, which he feems afterwards to 
have negledled, as will be fhewn in treating of the general hiftory 
of the Greek colonies on the Ihores of the Euxine. (fyCtter LXXXV.) 

“ See, in the Appendix, (No. V.) foine rcniniks of Sir William Hamilton on firailnr tomb# 
and urns lately difcovcTcd in Italy. 

** The Editor has received from his friends on the hluxine a curious large uni> found in one 
of ihcfe tombs, with a n^ofl rare and llnguiaf penates, rcprrfcnting Pan, witli fcvcr.al nympha 
climbing up his body, and one offering a ram’s head at his feet. This valuable prefent has becik 
fnee followed by a fccond jicnates from the fame country, though it is not fakl to have been fouiuf 
in the Greek tombs. It reprr fents a Pa ie.st of the Nile, art out of a black and white marble, and 
is evidently of Egyptian workmanlhip. Engravings of Uiefe arc given at the end of this 
Tour (Appendix, No, IV, and V,), with a diffVrtation on each, prelented to the Society of 
Antic^uarics of lAindon. 

\' 56 ?ro. 
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But, although the warlike ThelTalians neglected fo favourable a 
fituation for trade, which was not their profeffion, it did not elcape 
the notice of the enterpriiing commercial Milcfians, who foon af- 
terwards began to be diftinguilhed on the Euxine and Ma^otis (the 
Black and Azoff Seas), by their numerous colonies planted on thofe 
fhores. Thcle fugacious merchants founded the city of Ophiufa on 
the right bank «/f the Dniefter, and Niconia on the left, nearly op- 
pofite to each other, and about 140 (tades, or 18 miles, above its 
mouth, according to the meafurement of Strabo. 

Laftly, they placed a third city at the mouth of the Dniefter on 
the very Liman, or Gulph, where the Ruffians have lately found 
the ancient Greek tombs fo often mentioned, which they called 7 >- 
rns, after the name of the ^iver, and which, when Herodotus vifited 
it, was inhabited by the Tyra Getes, as likewife in the time of 
Pliny, though at the laft-mentioned period the city was removed to 
an ifland about 16 miles up the river, according to the information 
left us by the intelligent Roman naturalift. 

To finilh my Iketch of the ancient hiftory of this river, we are 
told by Ovid himfclf '* (which, by the by, is another proof of the 
Roman bard’s intimate knowledge of this country), that the de- 
feendants of the Greek colonifts, in all thefe cities, had adopted the 
language and manners of the Getx, the predominant nation of bar- 
barians on this coaft during Ovid’s exile ; nay, he even gives us a 
curious defeription of their drefs, which feems to have been partly 
civilized, and partly barbarous, as he fays they wore the Ikins of 
wild beafts, with Perfian breeches 

I ftiall now take leave of this river by remarking, that the Liman, 

or Gulph, at its mouth, where 1 am now writing, was one of the 

* * 

This remark refers to others in the next Letter, where our traveller refumei the fubjeft of 
Ovid’s place of interment. 

I do not recoiled any defeription of Perfian breeches : but Jules Pollux, profefibrof rheto* 
ric in Athens, fays, tliat the Scythians wore a kind of long^ pantaloon breeches, reaching to their 
ancles^ called faravara in Scythia and the Taurida ; the very name that they fiiil go by in the 
Ukraine and Illyria. * 

rendezvous 
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rendezvous of the Ruffian fleet of barks, during the middle ages, 
in their maritime expeditions againfl: Conftantinople as will be 
fhown in a future Letter, when 1 come to treat of thofe early ex- 
ploits, In the mean time, adieu. 


LETTER VII. 


From the New Pori and City of Odvjjh. 

We purfued our journey eaflward from Ovidopol, along the 
Euxinc fhorc, till we arrived at the new port of Odcfla, the next 
place of any confequence on this coaft from the Turkifli frontier ; 
and, indeed, it promifes to be of confiderablc importance, if the 
plan be properly executed ; of which I have little doubt, as the 
conflrutSlion is confided to your correfpondent the fkilful General 
Wollant, as chief engineer, and to your old friend Vice Admiral 
Ribas, who ferved fo long with you in the Cadet Corps, and who 
is now commander of this port, and the gallies to be ftationed in it. 
You know that the Turkilh appellation of the creek, or bay, was 
Adjebey ; but Her Imperial Majefty, in changing it to OJeJfa, feems 
to have aimed at preferving the ancient Greek name of a port and 
city once fituated an -this coaft ; and, indeed, the Ruffian harbour 
will not be far from the place of the ancient, if D’Anville and 

Gibbon fays, in his i ith chapter, quoting from the Life of Auguftus, and Zonaras, that, 269 
years after Chritl, the Goths and tJicir auxiliaries fitted out a fleet of veflcis (two thoufand, 
according to the firft of thcTc authors, and of fix thoufand, fays 2 ^nara 8 ) from the Dniefier> 
carrying 320,000 men, againft Rome, defeated by the Emperor Claudius Golhicus. 

Peyflbnnel 
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Pcyflbnnel are right in fuppofing our next Ration, OchakofF, the 
OdelTus of antiquity ; for Catherine could never intend preferving 
the memory of the other Odeflus on the weftern ftiore of the Black 
Se^, now Farna, as that is notin her dominions, but in thole of the 
Grand Turk her rival, who unfortunately polTclTcs a vaft number 
of precious relics of antiquity, which are allowed to perifli in ob- 
livion by the vile hands of ignorant favages, who burn to lime the 
fined Paros marble recording the famous events of the Greeks and 
Romans. 

As feveral of the reftored names of places on this coad: are very 
cxa£t, you will probably be curious to know who the antiquary 
was that pointed them out to Prince Potemkin ; and I find that it 
was the able and veneraMe Grecian Eugenius, Archbidiop of .all 
thefe new conquefts, and who addrclfed to )ou the beautiful little 
Greek Ode on your “ Ruffian Antiquities,” which was puLlilhed with 
them. — While mentioning the government authority for the few 
ancient cities reftored in the new Tauric Map, I diall embrace the 
fame opportunity of acknowledging, that in all doubtful cafes, 
where D’Anville and Pcydfonnel arc not agreed as to the ancient 
fituation of a place, 1 have in general followed the opinion of the 
laft-mentioned gentleman, who had a great advantage over his ce- 
lebrated countryman, in this particular diJlriH, from his long re- 
fidence as French Conful in the Crimea or Taurida, which gave 
him an opportunity of examining every fpot in perfon, and com- 
parihg the deferiptions of the antients with the local circumftances 
of the place ; w hereas his mod: fagacious and learned antagonift 
never ftirred out of Paris, though he has aiftually illuminated the 
age with the knowledge of ancient as well aj niodcrn geography. 
Mr. Peyflbnnel had likewife all his father’s labours in the fame 
country to dire6l him ; and indeed his ” Obfervations Hifloriques et 
Geographiques, tSc.jiir la Pont Euxine," is a work of much merit, and 
unique of its kind ; but, after the flattering eulogium of the cele- 
, brated hiftorian Gibbon, it would be ridiculous in me to fay any 

thing ■ 
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thing more of Mr. de Peyflbnnel, than to repeat that in all doubtful 
calcs he has been my guide. 

But to return to the new port, from which its ancient name had 
led me before I had Bnilhed its defeription. As far as I am able to 
judge, it feems a great and important undertaking, and fomething 
in the nature of Cherburg in France ; as in both places there is to 
contend with a very boifterous fea, into' which ftofics mull be let 
down, in huge wooden cafes, to break its force, before a port can 
be conftru£led on this artificial foundation. I think I have already 
mentioned, that it is the fame able Dutch engineer charged with 
the other works of military architc<5lure on this coall, that is car- 
rying on the port and fortifications of Odefifa, under the orders of 
the fortunate Admiral Ribas, who, after, having taken lb diflin- 
guilhed a part, at the head of his flotilla. In gaining thofe countries 
to Ruffia, was named one of the imperial minifters at the Congrefs 
of Jafly, to fecure them by an honourable peace, and is now, for a 
third time, employed to put them in fafety by proper fortifications 
againd hoflile attacks from their old maders. 

The town of Odefla promifes not to difgrace its port^ as they are 
condruiling it with the fame handfomc calcareous done noticed in 
Nicolayef ; which gives a very Ihowy appearance to the buildings : 
and I make little doubt, that it is laid down on the vad fcale of all 
public undertakings in this empire ; for no imperial plan has any 
thing little in it, if adlcd up to by thofe charged with the execution. 

After leaving OdelTa, I was much druck in palfing a couple of 
rivulets, on our way Eadward along the coad, which once bore 
the name of the very fame famous poet whole unhappy fate has fo 
lately occupied my jwn ; I mean the Benius and Lycus of Ovid, now 
the great Adjelik and the Deligul of the Turks, according to 
Peyflonnel ; and I mud own, that it brought back my thoughts to 
the fubje£l in fpite of myfelf, and produced a train of ideas not 
unfavourable to his having ended his days on the pleafing gulph 
that bears his name, at the mouth of the Dnieder, . whither he 

E rhay 
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may have retired for the recovery of his health, which, as he fo 
bitterly complains in his Triftia, was ruined by clofe confinement 
in Tome, conftantly befieged by the barbarous Gaetes. 

The following train of reafoning was the refult of this accidental 
rencontre: — How could a couple of rivulets, fo very indgniiicant 
as not to be mentioned by any other claffical author that I recollect, 
be known to Ovid, and even bear his name, if he never was to the 
Eadward of Tome, as is alTerted without proof ? His own notice 
of them, in his letter to Albinovafnus is the only pafTage in an- 
tiquity wherein I find the name of the Benius and Lycus. Is it not 
probable then, that he acquired his knowledge of thefe rivulets on 
the fpot, poffibly in making little excurfions for the recovery of his 
health, ^of which he may have come in fearch to the little quiet 
colony at the mouth of theTyras, whilft Tom^ was daily alarmed 
by the Castes ? This fuppofition is the more plaufible, as we find 
Ovid pleading hard, in almofl every letter of his Triftia, or La- 
mentations, for this very indulgence to fave his life ; and, although 
we have not on record any public grant of his prayer by Auguftus, 
yet furely the high eftimation that he was held in by the citizens of 
Tom^, makes it probable that his removal for health may have 
been connived at, without reporting fo trivial an event to Rome ; 
for he fays, in letter 14 of his 4th book, that the'Tomcans not 
only placed a facred crown on his head, but likewife exempted him 
from all taxes ; fo much were they charmed with the Roman bard ! 
But what I prefume muft have alleviated his exile, and procured 
him every indulgence, was, his intimate friendihip with the 
fovercign of the country, the enlightened and liberal Cotys V. 
who cultivated literature, and was himfelf a poet. Ovid’s letter to 
him, in his 9th book ”, is full of merited praife ; and the ftoic of 
Sidon, Antipater, does him equal honour in an epigram in the 
4th book of the Anthologia. 

Triftia. »• Triftia, book pth, IcUcr ad. 

I have 
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1 have given in the margin a coin of 
tile amiable friend of Ovid, the king of the 
cultivated and fertile part of Thrace; while 
the reverfe reprefents his uncle and mur- 
derer Rhefeuporis, I'overcign of the more favage and ftcrile re- 
gions of the fame country, who was brought to jullicc by the 
fpirited widow of his murdered colleague, daughter of Polcmon, 
the firft king of (Cimmerian) Bofphorus. 

Now, my good Sir, in fpite of all your critical unbelief of every 
thing that one cannot demonftrate with mathematical certainty, 
can you deny, after all this cloud of evidence brought in proof of 
the favoured fituation of Ovid in Tome, the pollibility, nay even 
the probability, of his having been permitted to leave that confined 
abode of eternal alarm, where he was perilhing with terror and bad 
air, to recruit his health in fome more tranquil and plcafant Ro- 
man colony, whence he could make Ihort falubrious excurfions into 
the furrounding country, without dreading the poifoned arrows of 
the Gaetes, which icem to have conftantly haunted his imagination, 
and rendered his cxiftence mifcrable in Tome ? in which cafe, the 
colony of Tyras, on the Gulf of the river of that name (now the 
Dnieftcr) mentioned by Pliny the naturalifi, was the moft likely place 
to which he could retire ; a fuppofition that will explain all the cir- 
cumftances mentioned in my letters from a wild country, where 
finding even the name of’Uvid is of itfclf a difeovery. 

But, to us, who know what palfes in Siberia, much more under 
the immediate cognizance of the fovcrcigns of Ruifia than the 
fhorcs of the Euxinc were under that of the Caefars then living in 
Rome, the belief of^fuch an indulgence cannot be difficult ; for, 
Rate prifoners, not fullied by any infamous crime, fo far from being 
(hut up in a fortrefs, are permitted to become preceptors in private 
families ; and it is to this w'ifc diftribution of the Swedifh and other 
wcll-accomplilhcd prifoners fince, that Siberia owes its civilization 
pnd the arts cultivated there at prefent. 

E 2 
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I have myfelf fecn very well educated people from that land of 
exile ; and furcly their preceptors were not voluntary fojourners in 
fo diftant a province, while fuch men are fo much in requeft for 
the education of youth in all the fined; and moft populous parts 
of Ruflia. 

In fhort, my wife Sir, if you cavil at my Scythian conjectures, 
only take the trouble of turning over the records of your own fa- 
vourite Antiquarian Society ; and if you do not find in them fpecu- 
lations fully as improbable, you may then fncer at thofe of your 
affectionate Journalift, M. G. 


LETTER VIII. 


Prom Ochaiiif, the Odejpu of ihe Creeks. 

I THINK I hear you fay, on reading my laft cpiftle, “ If my 
“ Cara Spofa flops to write fuch commentaries on every rivulet that 
“ fhe croffes in her travels, heaven only knows when ihe will reach 
“ her own houfe again 1” 

However, I Ihould think you have no great reafon to be alarmed ; 
as I prefume that the number of them bearing the name of fome 
celebrated claffic author, in the Wilds of Scythia, cannot be very 
great. But to continue our route. 

After crofTing the two rivulets which have fo particularly attracted 
my attention, we proceeded to the river Berezen, the Sagaris of 
the Ancients, into which their Rhodus falls, now called Sazik Be- 
rezen; 
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men ; and here again I was inclined to look for fomc precious re. 
mains of antiquity mentioned by Mr. Venture de Paradis, predecef* 
for of Mr. de Peyffonnel as Conful in the Crimea *, who fufpetled 
them to be the ruins.of the ancient Greek city of Axiaca, from fome 
Greek inferiptions that he found among them. There were ftill to 
be feen, in Iiis time, (towards the beginning of this century) fome 
handfome columns, and other precious remains, in marble ; but 
thefe, unfortunately, were afterwards employed by the Turks in 
repairing the walls of OchakofF, much damaged during the fiege 
that it fuftained, in J737, againft the Ruffian army commanded by 
Field Marihal Munich. We were not, however, fo lucky as to 
find a veftige of them ; and I can only give you the anecdotes as re- 
lated by his fuccelTor Peyffonnel. But our want of fuccels did not 
prevent us from obferving, that this river falls into a Gulph, to 
which it gave its name of Sinus Sagaruus in antiquity, and in which 
(lands the famous iffand of Achilles, where fome of the ancients 
place his Cataphalcus, but which, as 1 (hall hereafter (hew ”, his 
fon Neoptolemus eredled on the oppofite neck of land, where the 
fort of Killbourn now (lands, the Dromos Achilles of antiquity, 
fo called from,the funeral equeftrian games there celebrated to his 
memory by filial piety. We now proceeded to Ochakoff, ceded to 
Ruffia at the peace of Jaffy ; and it neither requires to be a great 
foldier, nor a great politician to perceive, that it is a valuable ac- 
quifition to Ruffia, as the fort commands the navigation of both the 
Dnieper and Bog, while its port is not only a place of trade, but 
ferves likewife for a quarantine and lazaret to prevent the intro- 
dudlion of the plague, of which there is always danger where com- 
merce is carried on .with the Turks. — Here again we are on claffic 
ground ; as it was in the woods of the country of Hcylei (this very 
di(lri(Sl), oppofite to the Dromos Achilles, that the famous Scythian 
philofopher Anacharfis (whom the learned Abb^ Barthelemy has 


*> See Uuer LXXVI. 
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lately fo happily revived, and fo ably conduced through Greece) 
was killed by his fovereign for facrificing to the gods of the Greeks, 
againft the laws of Scythia. Some remains of that fatal wood arc 
(till to be feen near Ochakoff, the Odeflus of the Ancients, adcord- 
ing to D’Anville and Peyflbnnel, and the only fpot on this coaft 
whereon a for^ft ever grew in the nlemory of man. 

The father of hiftory, Herodotus, in his 4th book (Melpomene) 
relates this tragic ftOry, which he had from Tymnes, preceptor to 
Spargapithes, the 1 5th king of Scythia. {'bSt'o. 

Anacharfis (he fays), having been prefent at a feftival celebrated 
by the people inhabiting the ifland of Cyzicus, (in the Propontis, 
or fca of Marmora) in honour of the mother of the gods, vowed, 
that if that goddefs conduced him in fafety back to Scythia he 
would there offer her divine honours ; but being, on his return, 
caught in the adl of offering the promifed facrifice (pofTibly in the 
very wood now in view) his fovereign, Sauli, Ihot him dead with 
an arrow, Herodotus adds, that the Scythians were fo much at- 
tached to their religion and cuftoms, that, for a long time alter his 
death, they would not even acknowledge Anacharfis to have been 
their countryman ; fo much did they refent his daring to adopt fo- 
reign gods and manners ; and thus was loft to that barbarous na- 
tion all the polifhed refinement and knowledge which that en- 
lightened and induftrious philofopher had travelled fo far to acquire, 
in hopes of beginning the civilization of his country, as did after, 
wards Peter the Great ; but, unfortunately, Anacharfis had not the 
advantage of the fovereign power with which the Ruflian reformer 
fmoothed the way as he went, and laid ignorance rnd prejudice at 
his feet. . . 

From Ochakoff we rc-afeended the Bog, and examined fonie 
ruins on the right bank of that river, eight verfts above its mouth ; 
a diftance and pofition which point them out to be thofe of the an- 
cient city of Sardenis, as it anfwers exactly to the meafurement of 
Strabo. 1 fliall juft remark, on re-entering our head-quarters, Ni- 

colayef, 
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colayef, (to which w« are returned for a few days, till all is ready 
tofet out for the Taurida) that the whole country from the Dniehcr 
hither, is of a calcareous foil ; and that all the cities we have feen 
in the way are of the fame calcareous ftone which forms the bed of 
the river Bog, without a fingle trace of metals having been as yet 
found any where in this diftridl. As to the plants, they are much 
the fame as thofe'in the ftepts of the Volga, deferibed by our friend 
Dr. Pallas, and wliich you know much better than your affeftion* 
ate, &c. 


LETTER IX. 


From the ntHf City oj Cherjon on the Dnieper, 

Yo U will perceive, by the date of this letter, how far 1 am on 
my way to the famous Crimea, or Taurida, fo long the objeft of 
my curiofity, and, indeed, one of the principal motives to my 
journey, after the great and leading one of the re-cftablilhment of 
my health. I mull own, my good friend, after feeling the advan- 
tage that 1 have already derived from this Southern Tour, I am not 
furprifed that the ladies of antiquity ran after Apollo ; for I frankly 
confefs, (and I hope«you will not be Jealous) that I follow him 
with pleafure, and do not intend fopn to quit the purfuit — Surely 
living fo many years as we have done amid the fnows of the North, 
is a good excufe for this heathenilh talle. 


The 
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The new Ruffian Chcrfoij, where we now are, is fituated, as you 
khow, at a great didance from the old Grecian city of that name 
in the Taurida, on the right bank of the Dnieper, or Boryfthenes, 
about 15 verds above its mouth, and 10 below wlierc the Inguletz 
falls into it. It is a handfome town, with a number of hne public 
buildings, docks, magazines, &c. and a port well frequented by 
ihips trading this way. 

. The untimely fate of the ^ble engineer (Brigadier General Kor- 
fakoff) .to whofe zeal and ta^pts Cherfon owes the mod of. its for- 
tifications and other public" works, is dill fredi' in the minds of 
the inhabitants, who bewail his lofs : he was killed by falling over 
a precipice in a dark night, and thereby cut ffiort in a brilliant 
career, at an early period, of life. ' 

This city is, however, ‘rendered dill more* memorable, as con- 
taining all that was mortal of the philanthropic Howard, who 
ended here his extraordinary progrefs, together with a long life 
pafied in continued adls of humanity and beneficence, which did 
much honour to himfelf, while they threw a ludre on his native 
country, England. Many will envy the worthy Admiral Mordwi- 
noff the honour of having eredled a monument to the memory of 
this friend of mankind, and the fatisfadtion of enigraving on his 
tomb. Here lies the benevolent Howard . — Here he 'fell a martyr 
to the fame putrid fever which he had banifhed from fo many 
prifons in Great Britain and Ireland, while on his way to Turkey, 
whither his exalted courage in the caufe of fuffering humanity was 
leading him, to combat prejudice and the, plague, the two mod 
formidable ennemies of man. Happy would it be for the world, 
if Britiffi eccentricity often took fo ufeful a turn ! 

Till very lately, as was .obferved in my Letter from Nicolayef, 
this city was the feat of naval architeAurc for the Euxine, and the 
refidence of a great number of men belonging to the naval edablifh- 
ment ; but it was found fo very unhealthy in the months of July 

and 
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and Auguft, during the prevalence of a peftiferous wind, which 
comes charged with putrid miajma, generated by the great heats in 
the low grounds to the left of the Dnieper, which arc regularly 
overflowed every fpring, when the river is fwcllcd with melted fnow 
and ice: 1 fay, it was found fo unhealthy at this feafon, that the lofs 
in men became a national objetfl, even independent oj" confiderations 
of humanity; and it was abandoned for Nicolayef; yet not entirely, 
as the docks arc ftill left for building Ihips, where two of 74 
arc now on the flocks. The necefl'ary garrifon is likewife left ; 
and, as the profits of trade are confidcrable, I fcarcely need add, 
that the unhealthy Cherfon is not abandoned by the merchants, 
who, wc fee, brave all climates, and all extremes of temperature, 

t erc profit invites ; but, indeed, thofe ^ery gains enable them to 
dc the fatal blafl, by quitting the city during its baneful influ- 
ence, and leaving their feafoned clerks to tranfa£l the bufincfs. 
The heat is quite infupportable, in the day-time, for two or three 
months of the year, while the evenings and nights arc remarkably 
cool : an extraordinary phenomenon, which certainly alfifls the 
putrid miafma in producing that fatal remittent of this country 
which laid the all-powerful Prince Potemkin in the dufl, with fo 
many thoufands of the army that he commanded, and much more 
terrible to Ruflla than theTurkifli cimeter, which her cannon and 
boigenetes keep at a diflance. 

It is about 1 50 verfls higher up this river, that Her Imperial Ma- 
jefly has planted » fmall French colony of Emigrant nobility ; but 
I am afraid, that, although the banks of the Boryflhenes ftill pre- 
ferve the fertility for which they were noted in days of yore, they 
are equally fubjedf,, from the fame caufc, to the fatal remittent 
fever which depopulates Cherfon; and that the unhappy gentlemen 

•" Tbe-whole Rtlflian navy of <he Euxine was built at Cherfon, except one Ihip of 90 guns 
at Nicolayef, and fome frigates at Taganruk on the Mxotis : die fell are Turkilh prises. 

F who 
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who fled hither from death and deftruftion at home, will meet it, 
with equal certainty, in the Wilds of Scythia unlefs you indicate 
to them fome prefervation againft the threatening evil ; which 
would be an aft of great humanity, and much oblige Yours, &c. 


LETTER X. 


Prom RuJJian Cherfon, 

Having given you fomc account of the modern eftablifhmcnts 
on this noble river, I (hall employ a fecond Letter on the ancient. 
We are told, that the Milefians, about 500 years before Chrift, 
founded the city of Olbia, or the Happy, on this famous river, 
which then bore the fame name ; though the Greeks afterwards 
changed it to Boryfthenes It feems to have flood about 10 verfts 
above Cherfon, nearly in the angle made by the Inguletz, or Hy- 
panis of the ancients, falling into the Dnieper; at Icaft, the 
place I have indicated agrees with the meafurc^ent of Strabo at 


This female prophecy has fince been but too well verified j all of thefe noblemen having been 
attacked by the fatal fever, and fevcral fallen martyrs to it already j among thefe, arc the Counts 
Choilfeul and D’Ailcourt, Mr. dc Mico, &c. who died before pr<^er medical aliifiance arrived at 
the colony. 

They commonly defigned tlic inhabitants of Olbia by the name of BoryJIhenetes, from their 
living on the Northern fide of the river j and the appellation extended in time to the river 
itfelf. Sec fomc remarks on Olbia, &c. by the learned profcflbr Schseler, of the. Imperial Aca- 
demy of Sciences. 


200 
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200 ftades, or 25 geographic miles (60 to a degree), from the 
mouth of the Boryfthenes, fuppofing that he computed from where 
it falls, by ^ canals or branches, into the Liman or Gulph at its 
mouth. 

The pofition that I have given to this celebrated Scythian mart 
equally agrees with the pofition of Ptolemy, who places it at the 
mouth of the Hypanis, which I (hall hereafter flifiw *’ to be the 
Inguletz ; and, indeed, I was informed by Lieutenant General Hand- 
bal, of the Artillery, that when he commanded at Cherfon, 18 
years ago, there were ftill fome noble ruins to be feen on this very 
fpot, which, to the regret of antiquaries, have been fmcc carried 
away, probably for the buildings in the new Cherfon ; and if I had 
time, I certainly would examine their walls, in hopes of finding a 
baflb-relicvo, or Greek infeription, peeping out of them, as in the 
walls of Kerch, the ancient Panticapeos, and the other buildings 
on the Cimmerian Bofphorus’*. 

Old Herodotus gives us a great deal of curious information rela- 
tive to this famous city, which, in his time, carried on a great 
trade in corn, flaves, &c. as will be more particularly noticed 
hereafter **, when I come to treat of the ancient commerce of the 
Greek colonies on the Euxine. He iirft tells us, that Olbia became 
famous in anfiquity for a cataftrophe much refembling that which 
deprived Scythia of all the acquired knowledge of the philofopher 
Anacharfis, as related in my Vlllth Letter. 

Scyles, the ly^h king of Scythia, born and educated by a Grecian 
mother, pofllbly a daughter of one of the Greek colonifts fettled 
on this river, having ftolen into Olbia to facrificc (like Anacharfis) 
to the gods of the Greeks (the lares of his mother), was unfortu- 
nately difeovered by fome of his fubjetfts ; and, for this heinous of- 
fence againft the religion and laws of his country, he was firft 

^ Sec Letter XCIII, ^ Mentioned in the Supplement, Letter X,CIV. Sec Letter XC. 

F 2 . depofed, 
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depofed and then murdered by his own brother OtJIomafdcs, who 
fuceeded to the throne". 

Herodotus likewil’e mentions a ten?ple of Ceres, {landing on the 
fea-ihorc, on a promontory, which he calls Hyibpolis, projefting 
into the Euxinc between the Boryfthcncs and the Axiacus, or be- 
tween this river and the Bog, as having been much frequented 
by the Boryfthinetx, probably to folicit a good harveft in a country 
then famous for corn, as the banks of the Dnieper were, in his 
time, cultivated not only by the Greek colonlfts dwelling on them, 
but likewife by the labouring Scythians, as he calls thole living in 
fixed habitations ; properly diftinguiQied by him from the Hamaxo- 
bitii", or nomade Scythians, living in moveable carts, drawn by 
horfes, and wandering eternally over the llcpts, or gralTy plains, 
to find frclh pafturage for 'their numerous herds. 

This writer, however, intelligent for his time, docs not confine his 
information to the lower part of the Boryfthenes, but gives us 3 


On his (lepofition, the unhappy prince fled to Sitalus, King of Thrace (who mounted that 
throne in the firft year of the 88th olympiad), and, at firrt, was well received ; though after- 
wards Sitalus gave him up, in exchange for his own fugitive brother, and thereby avoided a war 
with the Sc'ythians. 

I hope you do not expert, from us travellers, literal tranflatlons of fuch paflages as we quote 
from the ancients in patling through- a country, if wc do but keep to the fenfe and meaning of 
them ; that rigid obligation lies only on tranflators, who in their ftudies confume the midnight oil. 

TThe IJamaxoiitiif or inhalitants of carts, of Hcroddtiis, Pomp. Mela, and other antient 
geographers j whom they all place in the dcferts furrounding the Palus M.Totls, or Maeotic pool. 
The little conic felt tents, called of the Nogay Tartars, lifted entire by two men (as Uiey are^ 
all of one piece, and not made to be taken afunder, like the larger tents of fume of the other 
hordes), and placed on their two-wheeled carts, called Arha, drawn by a couple of oxen or horfes, 
are exaftly the Hamaxobitii of the ancients, who wandered in the fame dclerts \ for they actually 
inhalitants rf ia?ts, when moving from one place to another j tlie women, in particular, 
litting always in thclc nuning tents to this very day : a curious fa^ \’which fliews the permanenry 
of Scytliian cuftoms and modes of living ; for there is no abfolutc ncceflity for perfevering eternally 
in that practice j as j'omc other hordes ufe a larger and more convenient ;.ent, which takes to pieces, 
when they remove in fcarch of pallure; and the women travel in covered carts, appropriated 
to their ufe,— the hxd rude model of a modern coach. 


great 
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great deal of remark, highly intercfting, on the upper regions of 
the Dnieper : for example, what he fays of a people whom he 
calls Budinx, dwelling not far below the prcfent city of K.iof (in 
the opinion of D’ An ville), on the right bank of the river, is extremely 
curious, as well as what he relates of the Gelonx, immediately be- 
low them ; as he tells us, that the firll were a people with red hair 
and blue eyes (a real phenomenon iiv thefe countries, and a fure 
proof of foreign origin), who fpoke Greek, and were cultivated, in 
comparifon with the other barbarians ; while the Gelones polTcflcd 
the religion and arts of the Greeks, juid even fpoke their language, 
mixed with that of the country. A city called Metropolis, on the 
bank of the Horyfthcncs, near the illands lately inhabited by the 
Saporovian Coliaks, feems to have been tke capital of this laft-men- 
tioned people, who, as Herodotus fays, •poffcired temples, altars, 
&c. and celebrated the bacchanalian fcafts of Greece. lie likewife 
fpeaks of two other remarkable nations in thefe countries : the one 
called the Agathyres*’, wearing garments ornamented with gold; 
the other, the Milanchlxni, who drelTed always in black, and whom 
I fufpe£l to have been a colony of Jews by this charaifcriflic mark, 
not applicable' to any other people round the Euxine ; and I lhall 
afterwards have occafion to Ihew, that this indulfrious commercial 
people had found their way, at a very early period, to this very 
country, as well as to the ancient kingdom of Colchis in the neigh- 
bourhood. The father of hiftory likewife mentions the Tombs of 
the Scythian kings, at a place called Gcrrhc, where the Dnieper be- 

** 1 am even uncertain whether in t!ic Tniehm' ni^ orTnreomanI, of ihc delVrts of the Cafpian, 
wc do not find another tiibe of Scytliians, tlu; ./ noted by the aiicltnt^ for lie ir attach- 

ment to drefs ornamented wirtpgold aiid liher, fo \cr^ diiKrent from the palioral fnnplicily of tlie 
noinade Scythiani in general. Tlufc p'oplc. v,ric cononuid by the Calnmks, and kept in a 
kind of fervitude by them in the Cafpiaii dcf< rti, after being difpoircn’cd of their ancient haiintb on 
(he Maeotis j but the departure for China of fo large a part ol the Calaink, or Mongul nation, fet 
them at liberty ; and we fee their ancient native i.iHc fur gold and fiher laced clothes revive with 
their freedom, and dillinguilh them as much, in mod^'iii times, from the rejt of the hordes, »is the 
Agathyres were, in the days of Herodotus, by their rainu nt Jluwi Tai vr iacul u Uh ^old. 
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gins to be navigable (nearly oppofite to the iflands juft mentioned) 
on the icit bank of the river, and gives us a molt curious account of 
the ceremonies praiftifed at their funerals ; fuch as that their corpfes 
were embalmed, and, after being carried about in great ftate among 
their mourning fubjeifts, laid in a tomb made with fpcars, and 
covered with a canopy ; when their favourite concubine, with 
a head cook, gVoom, footman, and meftenger, were interred wdth 
their fovereign to keep him company ; nor were his horfe, golden 
cup ", arms, and other necelTary utcnfils, by any means forgotten : 
and, laftly, fifty of his noble young warriors were killed, ftufFed with 
ftraw, and placed all round the tomb, like guards, on horfes fup- 
ported by iron fpikes 

I have by no means finKhed my remarks on the curious informa* 
tion of the firft Greek hiftwrian relative to this country ; but, as this 
letter is already of a great length, ahd 1 lliall be at all events 
obliged to return to the Bbryfthenes when I come to treat of the 
ancient trade of thefe colonies, Iftiall refervefome important matter 
till then and in the mean time bid you adieu. 


Since writing (his Letter, I have been informed, by a friend who long refided in thefe coun- 
tries, that a gentleman of ihc Ukraine laid the foundation of his fortune by gold images and or- 
naments that he found in fomc ancient tombs on the banks of the Dnieper. 1 am forry tliat 
his fon, a general in the fervicc, and a man of much knowledge and liberality, is not here at 
prefent, as I am furc he would give me a partictUir account of what his father found. 

It is remarkable, that in the ancient tombs difeovered by Pallas in Siberia, likewife fnfpcdcd 
to have belonged to a horde of Scythians, or Tartars, ornaments of gold were alfo found, with 
arms, kc. and horfes bones around them ; which ihew, that the Scythian funeral cuAoms da- 
feribed by Herodotus were every v herc pradifed by them, 

** Sec Letter XC. 
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LETTER XI. 


I CANNOT with propriety, quit the Boryfthencs without taking 
fome notice of the important rank that it held in the Middle Ages, 
when it fent out luch formidable fleets of Ruflian lotkies againft 
Conftantinople. 

I lhall, therefore, give you here a flight Iketch of thefe middle- 
age expeditions, from a royal hiftorian, the Emperor Conftantinus 
Porphyrogenitus, who has left us an excellent defeription of all the 
countries under his feeptre, enriched with much curious and im- 
portant matter, to which I fliall often have recourfe when fpeaking 
of the Taurida, a large part whereof he both governed and 
deferibed. 

The imperial hiftorian begins by telling us, that the nations tri- 
butary to the Ruflians brought yearly to Kiof, then the capital of 
the country, a vaft number of boats, which he calls monoxylcs, a 
term exadtly analogous to the Ruflian name htke^ as both mean a 
boat cut out of a Angle log. Certainly, however, we muft not take 
it in the ftri(ft fenfe ; for, many of thefe vciTels muft have carried at 
leaft 20 or 30 men, Jp convey fuch an army as embarked on thefe 
occafions, cither to wage war with the Greek empire, or even to 
trade with the Bulgarians, as they were always obliged to flght their 
way through a hoft of enemies. 

With a large fleet of fuch boats, the RulTians defeended the Da- , 
naparis or Dnieper, fays Conftantinc ; dragging them overland to 

avoid 
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avoid the cataracts ” ; fighting their way, at the fame time, through 
the hoftile country of the Patzinacites, a powerful nation, their 
mortal enemies, who occupied the banks of the river, and who af- 
terwards aftually did cut oft’ the Ruffian hero and fovercign Svetef- 
laf the Firft, with the remainder of his army, on his return from 
one of thefe expeditions, as I fliall afterwards have occafion to re- 
late, in giving’the local hiftory of a city in the Taurida. This la- 
borious double duty, then, the Ruffians were obliged to perform, of 
dragging their boats along-fhore whilfl: fighting their way, till they 
had palled the cataradls, or poroges, and arrived at the narrow part 
of the Boryfthencs, called by the antients Trajedlus Craffi, where 
the town of Bereflave now ftands, their firft general rendezvous ; 
their fecond was at an iftand off the mouth of the Bog (Bogus), 
named in the Middle Agei St. George, where they flopped to refit ; 
and their third ftation was the ifland of Achilles of the Greeks, or 
the Infula Luce of Strabo and Pomponius Mela, otF the port of 
Ochakoft', and oppofite to the Dromos Achilleos, or point of 
Killbourn. 

Thence they made their way through the Sinus Sagaricus, or Li- 
man of the Dnieper (where the Turkifti Captain Bafha had feveral 
of his (hips burnt laft war), to the mouth of the Dnieper (Danaf- 
tris), whence they lhaped their courfe to the ifland Selina, the Infula 
Melafitus of the ancients, off one of the mouths of the Danube, 
which the imperial hiftorian calls Paraclitus ; and, laftly, they 
reached the friendly coaft of Bulgaria, or Maefia of the ancients, 
whither they often came on purpofe to trade ; but when the objeiSl 

I hrre tranferibe the namet of the feven ratarafti of the Dnieper, from the noble hirtorian, 
al he has recorded them both in the Rufllan and Sclavonic lan^uagfs, which point ont a difference 
between tlicm even at that rarJy period. The ift porog, or fall, he. calls Effltpe, do not fletp 
(in SeJavonian). 2d. Ulhtji in Sclavonian, and OJlra I uni pratek in Ku(s, which means ftcep 
ifland. jd. Gf/a/niw (Sclavonian), or, noife of the falls. 4th, jiiphar (Rufs), and Neaffvt 
(Sclavonian), Tclican Nefl. 5tli, Baruphorum (Rufs), and BuUe praich (Sclavonian), which 
means tlic lake of embarkation. 6th, Leanii (Rufs), and Beruntxe (in Sclavonian), a fountain. 
7th, StrubuM (Rufs), siniJt Naprrfi (Sclavonian), orhijlock. 


of 
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of their expedition was war with the Greeks, they proceeded on to 
a port which Conftantine calls Canope ; but whether he means tliat 
of Saliccs, or the Iftrapolis of the ancients, I am unable to determine, 
though I am certain that his Canope muft have been one or other of 
thefe ports. They next came to Conftantia, nowKiuftengc, which 
feems to have been the port of the famous city of /o/w, fo ren- 
dered by the exile of Ovid, if D’Anville be founded in fuijpofing 
Baba or Tomciwar “ the modern name of that ancient Cheek co- 
lony ; for I always thought, from the poet’s defeription, that it had 
been fituated diredfly on the Euxine. 

The Rnnian fleet then failed to Varna, the Odc.Tus of the an- 
cients, and finiflicd their voyage (a long one for fuch veflels) at 
Meflembria, now Mifevria, on the coaft {)f Thrace, the Romalia 
of the Turks. 

Here ends the Emperor’s account of thofe expeditions ; for he 
makes no mention of the Ruffians going further, although we 
know, from the other Byzantine authors, as well as the chronicle 
of Neftor, that they repeated ly^ttacked Conftantinoplc," and, in 
one inftance, arc recorded to have been defeated in the Thracian 
Bofphorus 

Certainly Uic word Toinc— fwar has preferved the ancient name of the city of Tome joined 
o the barbarous termination /war, which may poflibly mean city, but in what language I do 
>ot know 5 for I Km alTurcd that it is nert; Turkifli, 

This was the fleet commanded by Prince Oikold, who was converted to Chriflhiiify duriii;; 
his unfortunate cxpcdiiion. There is n Rutlian opera, intituled Oleg (the name of the uncle and 
■egent during the minority of Rurik, who plays a great part in the piece), faid to have been writ- 
en by a Great Lady well verfed in the ancient hillory of her empire, with (he evident inten- 
ion of recording one of the firft of thefe cxfK-dilions againfl Cnnllantinople ; <ind to flicw, at 
he fame time, the ancient ceremonies, drefl'es, dances, ufed at t!ie marriages of the T/,aJs 
>f Rutfia, or rather at thole ftHPlie ancient Grand Dukes before tlicy took the title of 'Lc^ar, or 
Fzar, probably in imitation of theOefars of Conftanlinople, witli whom they hadfo much inttr- 
ourfe by war, alliance, intermarriage, and commerce. It is poflihle that an Englllh tranflatlon 
>1* that Imperial compofition may hereafter be pu!)lilhed. 


* TtM litt Empreft Catherine. 
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'I he firft of thefe attacks that I find recorded by the Byzantine 
authors, was in 915, when they made dreadful ravages on the 
courts of the empire under the name of Roffi, and Bartarnie (pro- 
bably three hordes of the fame people), with a fleet of 15,000 fail 
but were defeated, as the Byzantine writers alTert, by the imperial 
(jcncrals Baidas and Curcuas. 

The next attack was in 964 and 965, with a great army and fleet 
under thcRuflian heroSveteflave, father of VVolodimar the Great; 
but he was cut off on his return, with the imall remains of a 
mighty army, by the Parzinaciu, who way-laid him as he parted the 
Dnieper, As the Patzinacae make fo great a figure in the Ruffian 
chronicles as enemies of Riiffia, I lhall mention here, that I find 
recorded by the Byzantme writers the captivity of a king of that 
nation, called Tyrach, with his principal nobles, and their being 
brought to Conrtantinople in the reign of Conftantinc Monomachus, 
which fhews them to have been a people living under a regal 
government. 

The lart: attack that occurs in "my reading was in 1036, during 
the reign of the Emperor Monomachus jull mentioned, who gave 
his daughter to the Grand Duke, probably to make friends of fuch 
troublefomc enemies. Adieu. 


It is furprifing that they do not mention two attacks. before this, by Olkoltl iu 865, and by* 
Oh'g the regent In 906. 
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LETTER XIL 


Prom Berr/lnve, xxt the Ttnjtflus Cn\[fi, (>n (he Ihrujlhcnes. 

I DOUBT not that, for more than one rcafon, you will rejoice 
to fee, by the place from which this i|^ated, that we have at laft 
quitted Cherfon ; but, in the firft place, this is not the time of their 
fatal Sirocco ; and, in the fecond, fcribbling on favourite fubjefts to 
thofe whom we love, is a cordial, and of courfe an antidote to pu- 
trid remittents; however, the beft argument of all is, that we did 
elcape in good health, early this morning, the grave of Howard, 
Potemkin, and of many thoufands of valiant foldiers ; and faw 
nothing, for a great length of way, but a dreary defert, where neither 
the human form nor even a habitation is to be feen: only a few 
herds of cattle, at wide intervals, were perceived grazing in the 
ftept, moftly of the fame greyilh colour with the parched grafs at 
this feafon This folitary and difmal trail led us up to where the 
Inguletz falls into the Dnieper, abotit 15 verfts above Cherfon, the 
pofition (as I faid in my laft) of the ancient Greek city of Olbio ; 
but none of thofe ruins are now to be feen, which marked its fitua- 
tion ten years ago. We here crofted the Inguletz in fuch a boat as 
poets give to the Stygean ferryman ; nor did the appearance of the 
rowers difgrace their veffel ; fo that I will venture to fay, that the 

A whitifli grey colour U fo prevalent in the Soutliern provinces of RufTia, which fuppi/ the 
markets of Pcterlburg with horned cattle, that th^ Britiih term black cattle would be here com- 
pletely inapplicable, as there are not two black oxen in a drove of a liundrcd, and indeed very 
few that are not wkiU inflead of black cattle. 

G 2 


man 



U A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, &c. 

man capable of fear will not find himfclf much at his eafc in the 
frail bark of this Scythian Charon, particularly when he rellctSfs on 
die difference of weight between the two cargoes f for, thank heaven ! 
I have now but little appearance of a ghoft ; and furely my compa- 
nions could never be ranked among the fhades, as the cracking and 
leaking of the crazy boat convinced us all,, although our alarm did 
not i'cem in the lealt to afFc6l our Tartar condueTors, who all fwim 
like filh. 

On landing, we found the country fomsthing plcafanter than that 
which we had left, efpccially the fituation of the little village Re- 
pinfka, on a fort of creek or angle of the river, tolerably well 
built, and containing two ^ tlirce pretty decent habitations, which 
might pafs for villas in a defert where only a few miferablc cottages 
arc feen befide. We agam afeended the Dnieper 55 verlts higher, 
to the Trajciflus Craffi of antiquity, the pafs of modern as well as 
ancient times, as here the river is narrower than at any other place 
below the falls, or Porogi ; and we found the road to it, not only 
as folitary and defert as the former, but more fatiguing- from being 
cut into little ravins, probably by the overflowing of the river with 
the melted fnow in the ipring. This lafl diftri<Sl abounds with a 
fpccics of conic tumuli, very common in the llepts of ancient Scy- 
thia, or modern T'artary, much refcmbling thofc deferibed. by the 
Abbe Chevalier in the plain of Troy (Philofophical Tranfa6tions 
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, Vol. HI.), and others which I 
lhall hereafter deferibe as abounding in the ancient kingdom of 
Bofphorus, 

Some j)copIc contend that they are not tombs, but hillocks formed 
by the allies thrown out of the Tartar tents \\jji^lc encamped on the 
Ipot ; wliich is a faift, and a very wile raeafure too, as, by making 
the graves of their companions the bafes of thefe conic hillocks, 
they prevent putrid exhalations, while they raife a rude monument 
to departed friends without either trouble or cxpcnce : a praiflicc of 
the moft remote- antiquity, and which may very probably be the 
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origin of the conic form which their tombs prefcrvcd in all the 
parts of Europe, kc. whither conqueft and emigration led the 
fwarms from Tartary recorded by fo many authors : even thole who 
have embraced the religion of Mahomet preferve this ancient ufage, 
as walking over the grave of a MufTclman is a Ipecies of profanation, 
and a little mount of earth is always raifed on it, to prevent fnrh 
an accident, even out of the deferts of Scythia, although I I’ulj.ccl 
that the cuftom took its origin there. 

The fmall town of Bereflave, which ftands on this pafs, has 
nothing to recommend it but its fine view of the Dnieper, wl.iclr 
we crolTcd here in a floating wooden bridge, that funk under our 
feet ^t every ftep, the water fplalhing up between the loofc floating 
boards; fortunately, however, as the Av^athcr was calm and fine, 
wc only felt the want of a folld ftone bridge, inflead of this barba- 
rous contrivance, from which the traveller might, in fafety and 
cafe, enjoy the romantic profpect of the banks of- the Boryfllicnes, 
which a fine wild-looking little ifland, covered with reeds, and 
placed in the middle of the ftream, greatly heightens, while it 
orters an excellent central fupport to the propofed bridge, which 
certainly muft be one day thrown acrofs, if ever the country be 
peopled with other inhabitants than wandering Tartars, ^^ho re- 
quire no other bridge than the backs of their brother beajls. You 
will perceive, my good friend, by this laft cxpreflion, that dancing 
on boards laid on water has not fo happy an efFei't on a woman’s 
temper, as tripping. them merrily at an affembly ; however, con- 
fidering my late fright in their worfc than Stygean bark, and our 
ftill later exercife on their fquirting bridge, which nearly filled my 
(hoes, I really thiijLthat the Tartars liavc got w'cll ofl' with one 
fjngle exprcflion of anger from your enraged Spoufe, M. G,. 


LETTER 
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Fum the Koftay Slept, or Difc/l. 

FkOM the banks of the Dnieper we travelled through a deep 
fandy road to a little vi|j,^ge on the Ikirts of the Nogay ftept, where 
the government or province of the Taurida begins, Ibmc time before 
you arrive at the pcninfula itfelf. 

The Nogay Tartars, who have wandered for fome ages in this 
defert (a part of the primitive or little Scythia of the ancients), 
were originally a fubdivifion of the famous golden horde placed in 
the Kaptchak by the contjueror ^^ingis Chan, (properly 
Tfehinghis), who, on fome quarrel among themfelves ’% leparated 
from the main body of their nation, under a chief or general 
named Nogay, and very probably were, by that means, the only 
part of it that cfcaped the fword of Tamarlane, Khan of Sama- 
racand, who exterminated the golden horde in 1384 and 1393, and 
overturned the empire of Zingis, or at lead left the fmall remains 
of it fa weak as to fall an eafy prey to the Tzar Ivan Vafilitch, after 
having for two centuries kept Ruflia in fubjedlion. 

Tlic Kaptchak is the diftrift lying between the Don mid Yaik 7 more properly Ural, 

I do noi know whether it was on a fimilar occafion, or for want of room in the Kaptchat, 
♦h.U n broihrr ot Baal/ Khan led a p.irt of tins Wcllerii army of MonguU to found anodicr kha- 
ri.itr, or kingdom, on the Ural chain of mountains, and the river of that name famous in thofe 
days by the wcU-known name of the kingdom of Furan, which extended its dominion.? into 
.Sibrn.i, and only fell by the RuUian conqueft of that country, when its lad khau, called 
Kotiliurii, was brought prilbncr to Moicow in 1598. 

We 
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We faw nothing in paffing this cxtenfive ftcpt, or plain, but an 
immenfe extent of pafturage, well adapted for the wide range of 
thefc Nomades, with their flying camps and numerous herds ; but 
it is by no means with a mind at eafe, that one pafl'es through the 
country of a people who have kept the I'uirounding nations for 
ages in continual alarms by their predatory expeditions. It is im- 
pofllble, in a tour through the Wilds of Scythia, not to fmile at 
the ideas which fpeculative nhilofophcrs from their cabinets have 
fpread abroad, on the innocence, happinefs, &c. of the pafloral 
ftate; probably by confounding men who follow the occupation of 
fliepherds in civil focicty with the fhepherds of holy writ, the 
paftoral Tartars, or Arabs, who h«ive at difterent periods drenched 
the world with blood, and put whole nations to the fword : this 
ridiculous ignorance is of a piece with the culogiums of the fame 
fpeculatifts on man in a ftate of nature, whom ,we arc forry to ac- 
knowledge, after the new light thrown on the fubjctft by our late 
circumnavigators, joined to the old which were beginning to be 
difbelieved, that he is the moft favage and dangerous animal in 
nature, commonly feeding on his vanquiflicd enemies, and that he 
is always mild, humane, and rational, in proportion to his ad- 
vancement in civilization,, although even that Items to have its 
limits, after which he becomes again a favage (whereof we have a 
recent inftance in the moft highly poHfhed nation of modern 
Europe), deftroying all human and divine inftitutions, with the 
boafted monuments of genius, art, and tafte 

To return to our rude Nogay Tartars, with a weaker fenfe of 
fuperiority, after touching on the cfFc<ft:s of a morbid excefs of 
polilh.' They fccn\tP be greatly changed of late years by Ruflian 
fubjcdlion, when we compare the following recent account with 
what has been faid of them by former travellers. 

^ It 1 a witb plrafurr wc fee*, that, after having cut off the civilized favages who preached the 
deftrudion of civil order, the Frcuch nation begini to feel humanity, and llowly to creel a new 
fpecies of government. 


An 
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An Italian merchant, fettled in Cherfon, tells me, that on tra- 
velling lately from tlicncc, through the whole Nogay ftept, to the 
city of Taganrok, on the fea of Azof, he was treated with great 
hofpitality and kindnefs by this very horilc who ufed to make others 
tremble; and that they furnilhed him moll readily with horfes, 
without even requiring the hire at foinc ftages ; however, you muft 
not only have )^ur own carriage, but even harnefs, as they have 
none to fiipply you with. He faid, be found their chief named 
Keyazet Beg, i. c. Prince Bajazet, dwelling in a little town built 
with clay, on the lake and rivulet Bolotchik, the (iyrrhus of anti- 
quity according to D’Anvillc, although I have, in following 
Peyironcl (my ufual guide in all doubtful cafes), placed that river 
in another didrift, at whifh we are jud on the point of arriving. 

This Tartar prince, who lives like his Scythi.in anecdors, the 
Abiens nf Strabo, principally on milk and its preparation koumis 
(which conditutes the food, wine, and brandy ( f the Tartars), 
with occafionally the flelh of his flocks, drelfcd in the fimplc Nomade 
dyle of the defert, conceived an idea that he mud treat isn European 
in a different manner, and accordingly had an entertainment pre- 
pared in what he certainly fuppofed to be the European taffc, 
but wb.ich obliged his gued to deal out from table to give back 
what he had been forced in civility to fwallow of the Nogay din- 
ner, ‘ mod fearfully and wonderfully made ;* whereas he probably 
would have dined heartily on their ordinary food, milk and mut- 
ton : however, he made his cfcapc next forenoon, (while all Baja- 
zet’s cooks were at work on a Iccond lead, which was far to outdo 
the fird) not having been able to quiet the qualms of his domach. 
He did not, however, elcapc without a kind reproach from the 
Nogay chief, who affiired him that his cooks were preparing a din- 
ner for him that day in the French dylc, as lie did not feem to relilh 
the Italian one yefferday. 

My Cherfon acquaintance then concluded the relation of his 
journey through the Defert, with declaring, that the beaded Italian 

repad, 
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repaft might have been fuch in the time of the Cimbri (originally 
from this very country, and the Cimmerian Bofphorus at no great 
diftance) ; but that he doubted much, whether ever fuch an enter- 
tainment had been given in his country fince the days of thefe 
Mceotid invaders. 

But to continue our own journey through the Defer/, after having 
related that of another modern traveller, to Ihow the prefent cha- 
racter of the Nogays. 

We now pafled a ftone bridge over the river Kalangara, into 
which fall into rivulets, the Gerrhus and Hyparchis of- the an- 
tients, according to Peyflbnnel. 

The river Kalangara, as it is called in the Ruffian maps, empties 
itfclf into the bay of Korali, the Sinus Cjtrcinatis of the antients ; 
and at its mouth Rood the old city of Carcinatis. 

Here was the boundary of the primitive Scythia of Herodotus, 
which comprehended between its Weftern limit the Danube, and the 
bay of Carcinatis, where we now are, a fquarc fpace of 4000 ftadesy 
or 400 Roman miles ; however, if is to be remembered, when con- 
fidering the antient geography of thefe regions, that the little Scy- 
thia of Strabo extended from the Danube to the Cafpian fea, greatly 
beyond the limits given it by his Grecian predecefTor. In an hour’s 
drive, after paffing this river, we arrived at Perccop, the entrance 
to the Taurida, the Taphra of the antients, and the Or Capi, or 
Golden Gate, of the Tartars, through which I Biall carry you in 
my next Letter, having certainly made in this a journey fulliciently 
long : and furely if reflexions and anecdotes are ever well timed, it 
rnufl: be in crofling fuch a ftept as we have now left, where not a 
Angle objeCl prefents^tfclf to cheer the wearied eye, or animate the 
drooping fpirits, of Y ours, &c. 


H 
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From Pcrccop, ihc Taphta of the Antients, and Golden Gate of the Tartars, 


T. O this city, now reduced to 50 or 60 wooden houfes, you enter 
through a vaulted gate erciSted on the bridge laid over the deep 
trench (cut acrofs the ifthmus) from which the town takes its 
name both ancient and modern, for prz-hp in Tartar means a 
ditch, as docs taphras in Greek. 

There are ftill fomc remains here of the famous wall which 
Xenophon, in his continuation of Thucydides, tells us was built by 
Dcrcyllius, general of the Lacedemonians, within the above-men- 
tioned taphras, or trench, four miles and fix hundred paces long, 
in confcqucnce of a reprefentation made to him while commanding 
an army in Thrace, now Romali, by deputies from the Cherfonefus 
Taurica (the antient name of flie Crimea or Taurida), who de- 
clared the peninfula conftantly expofed to the incurfions of the 
Scythians of the defert ; and, the more certainly to engage the general 
to build the required wall, they alTured him that he would thereby 
fecurethe peace andhappinefs of eleven cities, feveral fea-ports, and 
many vineyards, befides a quantity of corn and pafture land, all in 

the alliance and proteflion of Sparta ” ; and Xenophon adds, that 

^ • 

Whether thi.s gate was oacc gilt, to give it the name of the Golden Gate, or whether it ac- 
quired that n;ttnc while tlie Golden horde polTcfled the Taurida, I cannot determine. 

The deputation mentioned as above by Xenophon muft have been fent from the Weftem 
part of the Taurida, viz. the city of Cherfon and its dependencies ; for I (hall (hew, when we 
arrive nt the Kaftem part, or the kingdom of Bofphorus, that it was in clofe alliance with Athens 
about this time, and had no connexion with Sparta. 

DercylUus 
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Dercyllius finilTied it in one funimer by oiFering rewards to the mod 
diligent of his foldicrs. Procopius, lecretary to Belifarius, after- 
wards Prefect of Conftantinoplc, ajid honoured by Juftinian with 
the title of llluftrious, adds to this information of Xenophon, that 
this \vall was guarded by 600 towers, poffibly built afterwards by 
the Greeks thcmfelves fettled at the Taurida, as Procopius wrote in 
the fixth century. 

The part of the wall which ftill remains is fall mouldering into 
the trench, as is alfo an old fort, probably a more modern work, 
which ftands about a hundred paces to the left of the Gate, and 
feems once to have been a place of fome ftrength againll the attacks 
of the roving Tartars of the defert. 

We were moft agreeably furprifed, in a place which promifed fo 
little, on being moft hofpitably received, ‘and treated with a good 
fupper, by the diredor of the fait works, in a much better houfe 
and tafte than we could have expc«fted on entering a fccond defert, 
or ftept, for fuch is the flat Northern part of the Taurida till you 
pafs the river Salgir, and come to the fine mountainous or Southern 
region, which amply repays your trouble in travelling over deferts 
to arrive at it. Even the furniture of this hofpitable manfion drew 
our attention, in the pleafing train of mind into which our uncx- 
pc£lcd good cheer had put us ; but what really aftoniflied us was, 
a handfome little library of RuflTian books, all prettily and uni- 
formly bound ; though, upon reflexion, 1 do not know why w-c 
were furprifed ; for, if ever books were nccelfary, it is at the Golden 
Gate of the Taurida. 

Now, my good friend, to punifli you for your provoking ex- 
pe£tation of the charjnmg diforder that w'as to reign in my travels, 
and w'hich a long journey has not yet digefted, I am refolved to en- 
trench myfelf here in this fame Taphra, and not ftir a foot farther 
into the Taurida, till 1 have given you a fketch of the geography 
and moral revolutions of this celebrated peninfula, in all the method . 

and regularity of mafeuline travels. 

H ^ To 
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To begin then (I hope early enough) : Old Herodotus tells us, 
that lo early as in his time the Tauro-Scythians had driven out the 
Cimmerians, or Cimbri, the antient inhabitants of this peninfula, 
and given their own name to it, which the (Ireeks adopted, and 
called it Chcrlbncfus Taurica^ although the ftraits between the 
Taurida and the ifland of Taman, or Phanagaria, ftill retained the 
name of the fugitives in that of the Cimmerian Holphorus. Two 
cities equally retained the name of thefe firft inhabitants, viz. Urbs 
Cimmerius, now Stara Crim, or Old Crim, then the capital of the 
Taurida ; and another city of the fame name, the antient capital 
of Taman, before the Greeks built the Milefian capital, Phanagoria, 
on that ifland. 

Long before the time of the Greek hiftorian, the (bores of the 
Taurida were covered with Greek (ettlers; from whom, and the 
Grecian colonifts on the Dnieftcr and Dnieper, he muft have ob- 
tained the great mafs of information on thefe countries with which 
his 4th book (Melpomene) abounds, and to which I (halt occa- 
fionally ftill relb rt in the courfe of my Tour. 

Authors likewife fpeak of a fucceflion of barbarians appearing at 
dirterent periods in the Taurida, fuch as Alains, Goths, Huns, 
Kofars, and, laftly, Crim Tartars, a detachment of the Golden 
horde from the Kaptchak, who feem to have taken the appellation 
Crim from the antient capital, Stara Crim, or Old Crim, mentioned 
above ; which had probably at that time given its name to the 
whole peninfula, as has been frequently the cafe with the other 
cities which fucccflively held that honour ; fuch as Soudak, 
Cafta, &c. 

Procopius afferts, that each of thefe nations was, in turn, fove» 
reign of the Taurida ; however, be that as it may, thofe paftoral 
hordes leem to have done little" more than drive one another from 
the graffy plains of the peninfula ; as we find the maritime cities 
conftantly occupied by the enlightened commercial nations of 
Europe, from the firft fcttlcment of the Greeks, to the Turkifh 

Conqueft ; 
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Co.nqueft ; fo that I lhall principally confine inyfelf to the hiftory 
of thofc polilhecl nations which alone have left records to confult ; 
although certainly the Scythian or Tartar hordes, who occupied the 
internal parts, arc often mentioned in the more intereding re- 
volutions of the fea ports. Among the enlightened conquerors of 
the Taurida, whofe motive feems to have been trade, was Mithri- 
dates the Great, King of Pontus, in the fccond century before Chrift, 
and who kept it in his family till his parricide fon, Pharnaccs, was 
finally defeated by Julius Caifar ; when the Romans became mailers 
of the peninfula, and retained it under the Wcllern and Eallcrn 
empire down to the Turkifk Conqucll in the fixteenth century ; for 
the Venetian and Genoefe colonies, however" little the lad were dif- 
poied to acknowledge it, in the zenith of'tfceir power, were always 
vaffals of the throne of Conftantinoplc ; or rather it was the Tar- 
tar Chan, or prince of the Crimea (as the Taurida was then called), 
under whom thefe commercial republicans held petty princes, who 
acknowledged the feeble Cxfars as their Lords paramount, and 
paid them a fpecies of tribute. 

This is all that I mean to fay here of the revolutions of the Tau- 
rida; as in the gener^ hiftory of the colonies fettled on the Ihores 
of the Buxine, to be hereafter ’’ given, and in the local hiftory 
of each maritime city that we vifit, every event that has been re- 
corded by clalTic or Byzantine authors will appear in its place. If 
I have patience to fit ftill here till I have finilhed what I purpofed, 
and added a flight Iketch of the geography to the revolutions of 
the Taurida, you will have reafon to be well content with the 
philofophy of Yours,. &c. 

*» Letter LXXV. Sc fcqq. 


LETTER 
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LETTER X\r. 


From Fcrccop, 

TThE Taurida lies between 44* 17' and 46® 7' of North latitude, 
and between 50° 10' and 54° 23' of Eaft longitude (reckoning from 
the ifland of Ferro), according to the lateft and beft Ruffian map, 
made from a careful furvey fince the peninfula became a part of 
the Empire. 

It is about 85 verfts, or 56*^ Engliffi miles, long, from Perecop 
in a right line South to the port of Balaklava on the Euxine ; and 
about 300 verds, or 200 miles, broad, from cape Tarkanlkoi pro- 
jecting into the Black Sea on the Weftern coaft, to the city of 
Jenikal on the Cimmerian Bofphorus, or Straits, which divide the 
Taurida from the ifland of Taman. 

The large river Salgir nearly divides the peninfula into two equal 
parts ; and, moft conveniently for the geographer who wifhes to 
deferibe it, feparates the faline grafly ftept, or plain, on the North, 
(which has apparently been occupied in all ages by Scythians and 
their flocks) from the fine mountainous country to the South, the 
admiration and abode of poliflied commercial nations for upwards 
of two thoufand years, who filled its ports W'ph (hips and mer- 
chandize, till the barbarous Turks (hut up the Thracian Bofphorus, 
and turned the bufy Euxine into a watery defert. 

But, what is truly furprifing is, that thefe two diftriCls, thus acci- 
dentally feparated by the river Salgir, arc as different in climate, foil, 
and productions, "as two countries widely diftant from each other ; 

a cold 



55 


A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, &:c. 

a cold bleak winter often prevailing in the ftept expofed to N. E. 
winds, which fweep the whole plain, without a tree or hillock to 
break their force ; at the fame time that the weather in the Southern 
vallies is mild and agreeable, and the fields are covered with 
flow’^ers ; fo that thefc tw'o natural divifions muft abfolutcly be dc- 
feribed feparately. 

T he Northern half, then, from the Salgir up to Hic place where 
I am now writing, is a level uniform plain w'ithout tree or hillock,, 
w'hich the fea feems to have formerly covered, and on retiring 
left its cavities full of fait water, now the Salt Lakes, its greatefl: 
riches and principal revenue. Thcfe, how'ever, may probably ftill 
communicate with the fea. 

But, independent of the ftore of fait contained in thcfe natural 
refcrv'oirs, the fea has likewife left fo ft’rong an impregnation of 
that mineral in many other parts of the plain (more particularly on, 
the fliorcs, and the banks of the lakes, where the earth is conftanily 
kept faturated with it), that nothing will grow but plants that de- 
light in fait ; which, however, afford excellent pafture for horCcs, 
wool-bearing animals, and, above all, for dromedaries and camels. 
But, notwithftanding this uncommon alliance betw een the Tauric 
ftept and the ocean, which makes it promife fo little to agriculture, 
in places where the fait has been waftied out by rain and mountain 
floods, corn has been reared in great quantities, fo as to have ren- 
dered the Taurida the granary of the Euxine, till the late wars 
banifhed or deftreyed fuch a number of the inhabitants, that the 
lands now lie uncultivated, and will continue fo till the known 
toleration of Ruflia, joined to wife regulations for the prodiuElion of 
new fettlcrs, ftiall rcpcople the famous Cherfonefe, which will one 
day be a brilliant gem in the Imperial diadem. 

I lhall finilh this hafty fketch of the low and level part of the 
Taurida, by remarking, that it is as fultry and even fcorching in f”.m- 
mcr, as it is bleak and cold in winter, and from the fame catifc in 

, both 
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both feafons, viz. a want of (belter ; while the water is of courfe 
brackifh in the faline grounds- 

To iny Map 1 refer you for the rivers, and every thing elfe here 
omitted ; though, in coming back this way, 1 do not intend padlng 
any objctff without notice. 

TIic Southern half begins gradually to rife from the Salgir into 
a ridge of calcareous mountains,' the whole breadth of the greater 
peninfula, till it reaches the leffer, of Kerch, which is a diminutive 
plain, comparatively with the one that I have been deferibing, 
that makes a kind of wing to the Taurida, and runs Eaftward to 
the Cimmerian Bofphorus. 

Between this firft, or calcareous chain, and a fecortd of high 
fchiftous or flaty mountains, which border the Southern fhore, lie 
feme of the moft charming temperate vallies to be found in any 
country, enjoying the climate and productions of Europe ; while 
beyond them, that, is, between thefe laft mountains and the Euxine, 
arc fituated another range of vallies, ftill warmer, which boaft the 
climate and fruits of Afia minor, and where, in the opinion of 
Pallas, even the delicate orange might flourifh without fear of 
winter froft. 

To thefe curious varieties of climate and foil (occafioned by local 
caufes), in fo ihort a diftance as 85 verfts, from Perecop to the South- 
ern fhore, which may teach geographers not to judge of climate, in 
their ftudies, merely from latitude and longitude, I fhall only add 
here a few peculiarities in the natural hiftory of the peninfula, as 
more will appear in the courfe of my Letters, when I lhall come to 
treat of particular places. Granite, the common bafi» of moun- 
tains, is wanting in tbofe of the Taurida, which are entirely made 
up of what commonly conftitutes the fecond and* third orders ; nay, 
what is ftill more extraordinary, not only is every trace of metals 
wanting In them, but even the ordinary matrices of the precious 
metals, granite, fcltfpath, and gneis, with the micaceous and 
. horny 



A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, &c. 57 

horny flate, or fchiftus, are not to be found here; while theTauric 
quartz docs not contain a particle of metal of any kind. 

The vallics, and ravins cut out by torrents in the Tauric moun- 
tains (the only beds of rivers in this country), are always cither 
fcooped out in the argillaceous fchiftus, or in the foft and moulder- 
ing breccia, which compofe fo great a part of them ; while the 
petrifaftions contained in thofe mountains are confined to the cal- 
careous rocks, or fandy flate, and are all foreign (hells, not found 
in the furrounding feas ; a fure proof of great antiquity. 

As to the botany of the Tauric plain (for I (hall afterwards have 
occafion to mention the plants of the hills and vallies), it is nearly 
as fimple and uniform as that of the plains between the Don and the 
Volga, deferibed by Pallas ; a few fpecies of centaury making the 
only difference ; one of which is the principal food of theTauric 
(heep ; but, as we are fummoned to dinner, I (hall make an 
end of my curiofities and my Letter, with afluring you that 
1 am, &c. 


LETTER XVI. 


’ . Ftom the Tauric Sttpt. 

I AM juft mounted on my dromedary, and on the point of fetting 
off, to fcamper acrofs the plain as far as Kofloff on the Euxinc. 
Do not be alarmed, however; for, as the Tartars have horfes in 

I this 
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this dept* as well as camels and dromedaries, they put fix excellent 
mares to our coach, which 1 very quietly entered, not a little 
pleafed at the exchange ; but ftill there was fome truth in my 
flourilh, as 1 did get upon a dromedary for a moment, to be able 
to fay that 1 had mounted that curious and fwift meflenger of the 
defert. 

Fall as we'flcw, I did not fail to obferve, as ufual, the few ob- 
jc(Sts which a Scythian defert can offer, differing only from an Ara- 
bian in being covered with gra[sy inftead of fandy as remarked in a 
former letter. 

At about five vcrfls from the new, we few the old town of Pere- 
cop, confiding of fome hundreds of houfes, of one ftory, without 
cither order or fymmetry*, in the midft of an open burning plain, 
where none but Tartars could exift, without any fpecies of fheltcr 
at this feafon ; indeed, we had abundant reafon, in our journey of 
this day, to wonder at the very improvident difpofition of thefe 
people, living in fixed habitations in an open plain, and even 
rearing corn in confiderable quantity, without one generation ever 
having the forefight or humanity to plant for the comfort and advan- 
tage of another ; but if the ftony hardnefs of the foil here is equal 
to that of theftepts near the Bog, as noticed in my Third Letter, it 
is very probable that trees will not grow ; more efpecially when the 
faline impregnation of many parts of this defert is confidered ; 
which fhows the folly of galloping travellers condemning the in- 
habitants of a country for many things that appear the refult of 
ignorance, lazinefs, &c. ; when, in fatSl, the imputation of igno- 
rance lies on ourfelves, for judging lightly of what we do not 
thoroughly underdand ; and of lazinefs, fp_r not being at the 
trouble to inveftigate the truth, before we decide with all the pride 
and fclf-fufficiency of confeious fuperiority. 

Such, however, were the reflexions that we made at the firll 
blulh of the fubjeA (and I bluih to own them), on feeing here and 

there, 
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there, as we drove along, a Tartar village built of clay mixed with 
a fort of fea weed to give it more confiftency, but conftantly with- 
out a fmgle tree to keep off the burning rays of the mid-day fun ; 
although, in other refpc6ts, thefo habitations had the appearance 
of being tolerably neat and comfortable for the inhabitants, who 
fcemed content with their humble and fimplc mode of living. 

Another curious phenomenon now attracted our attention in a 
very particular manner ; and that was, a white cruji of falt^ 
formed by the continued ad ion of a burning fun on the furface of 
the lakes ; fo that heat, in the South, produces the fame appear- 
ance on fait water in fummer, as cold docs on frefh water during 
winter in the North ; the refcmblance, indeed, is fo exad, that, 
if we had travelled here in winter, we fhould not for a moment 
have doubted that what we faw was ice ; and, of courfc, you would, 
probably, have found in my journal, “ Paffed this day feveral 
“ frozen lakes in the Tauric ftept, which we tailed and found as 
fait as brine ; a clear refutation of the received opinion, that the 
“ ice of fait water is always frefli.” 

On fuch kind of evidence, I am afraid, are founded many of the 
bold affertions of travellers, who fometimes are deceived, and 
fometimes deceive themfelves, as we might very eafily have done here. 
Happy is it for the inhabitants of this defert, that nature furnilhes 
this mineral ready cryftallizcd for the market, as they have neither 
fuel nor apparatus to do it with artificial Bre ; befide, that fliepherds 
in general are rather averfe from labour, whether they be Tartars, 
Arabs, or of what other nation foever. It is impoffible to quit this 
fubje£l without remarking, that Providence never inflifts an appa- 
rent evil, without ai).evident good arifing from it ; and furely this 
truth is finely illuftrated here ; for, independent of the treafure of 
fait that the lakes produce, and which the nations fell with a great 
profit, it is on this faline pallure that the famous breed of Crimean 

I a or 
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orTauric fheep*' are reared, which produce the fine fur fo much 
prized in Poland, Ruflia, &c. ; while it feeds a number of camels, 
dromedaries, horfes. Sec. which all delight in fait plants, and 
thrive remarkably upon them ; a fa£l well known in Britain, where 
the noble animal fo much chcriflied in that ifiand is fent to the 
fait marllies aj a rellorativc. 

But to continue our route to the city of KoflofF, to which we are 
hurrying as the ncareft place of fhelter and rcfrelhment. Wc 
crolfed the river Chcablack in our way, on the firft of three ftone 
bridges, which excite the wonder of travellers, from their being 
fo very unlike every thing elfc in the Defert, and furely not the 
work of Tartar fliepherds, but rather of the Romans who fuc* 
ceeded the Greeks in th,fe Taurida, or at lead of the laft civilized 
inhabitants the Genoefc, who occupied the peninfula till the i6th 
century. 

In palling this firft bridge, you are very near the fite of the an- 
tient city of Satarcha (of Ptolemy), the capital of an antient 
Scythian people, whom he calls the Satarchae, who once inhabited 
this part of the Taurida, and whofe chief refidence muft have been 
near where the Chcablack falls into the Dead Sea ; as there is no 
other fpot where a city could have ftood with the leaft advantage, 
anfwering to the d^Tcription of the antient geographer ; who fays, 
that they dwelt in the Northern part of the peninfula, a little to 
the South Weft of Taphra. But Mr. de Pcyflbnnell goes much 
farther in this pofition than I can pretend to do, when he en- 
deavours tb prove, by his knowledge of the Tartar language, 


ThU fur-brflring (liefp is the Oi»w Taurica of Pallas, not y#(, publithed j the only Ruilian 
variety of the animal dial was not deferibed in my diifcrtation, firll publilhed in the Edinburgh 
literary journal calletl Tkt Bee, and there bound up with the Editor » (Dr, Anderfon) work on 
(herp. Dr* Pallai has fiuce fettled in the Taurida^ and flercribcd the animal above fpoken 
of.-^£piTok. 


tjiat 
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that the name of the village Tcheterlii, ftanding nearly in the fpot 
that I have indicated above, is derived from Satarcha. 

We ftiould ftill have two more antient cities on our right, while 
purfuing our way in this diredlion, if time had not fwept them 
away ; viz. Eupatoria and Dandaca, both ftanding formerly on the 
Weftern fhore of the Taurida, down which we are now running, 
at feme diftance from the fca. 

As to the firft of thefe, Eupatoria, I imagine that both Ptolemy 
and Peyflbnnell are wrong in placing it where the Turkilh village 
Akmet now ftands, on the Dead Sea ; and that the Ruflians arc 
right in placing it 'on the fite of Kofloff*, as I (hall (how prefently 
when we arrive at that city. 

The other antient city which authors fuppofe to have ftood on 
our right, moft opportunely to give me Ibmething to think and 
talk of in a tirefome ftage where no modern place cxifts to amufe 
us, was the Dandac of Ptolemy and Strabo, which muft have been 
built (if you follow up their topography) on the point of land 
jutting far into the Black Sea, which Dr. Pallas, ih his late (ketch 
of the natural liiftory of the Taurida, calls Tarkhanlkoy Kout, 
the moft favourite fpot of the fine fur-bearing (hcep mentioned 
above. 

With fuch fpeculations on the antient, for want of modern 
works of man, we beguiled the txdium of a Scythian defert, till 
we came to another of the ftone bridges (which we ftill deny to 
be of Tartar conftruaion) laid over the river Samarchik ; and a 
third, crofting a little narrow pool, called Gniloy Ljrtan, or the 
(linking pool, in the RulTian maps, not far from KoflofF; which 
furni(hed us with cqoverfation till we entered that city, to our no 
fmall fatisfa£lion, as we had forgotten to take good water with us ; 
a hint to others who may be as improvident when they have to 
pafs a dept ftrongly impregnated in many parts with foftile fait ; 
as we cannot always promife ourfclves the good fortune of Lady 
Craven, to (lop exa£lly at fpots where cither .this difagreeable 

taint 
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taint did not exift, or had been wafhed out by fome local action of 
rain, and mountain floods, leaving the excellent frefli water that 
Ihe talks of; for all that we tailed in our line of route was only 
fit for a Tartar, or other palate reconciled by habit to brackilh 
water, which is by no means the cafe with that of Yours, &:c. 


LETTER XVII. 


JFfotn the Eupatoria nf the 

To the city of KoflofF the Ruffians have rellored its antient 
Greek name of Eupatoria, in which they are fapported by the 
authority of D’Anville and other geographers, although Peyflbnnell 
infills on its being the antient Tauric Cherfon, while he places 
Eupatoria farther up the coaft, as I have juft faid ; an opinion 
which it is impolTible to coincide with, although he even fupports 
his hypothefis by paflages from Pomponius Mela, Pliny, and the 
Greek Emperor Conftantinus Porphyrogenitus. For my own part, 
I believe it, (for many reafons too long to trouble you with) 
to be one of the fortified towns which Mithridates, on his conquell 
of the peninfula, took from the tyrant of Cherfon, and which his 
general, Diophantus, who commanded the ' conquering army, 
confidcrably enlarged, and called Eupatoria, in honour of his royal 
mailer, whofe cognomen was Eupator^ or the Illuflarious : fo that 
I perfe£lly agree with the Ruffians in relloring its antient name, 
which they have done with equal fucceis in fome other places where 

they 
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they attempted it, as Prince Potemkin was fo happy as to have the 
afllftance of the learned Eugenius Archbifhop of the Taurida, who 
.wrote the pretty Greek lines on your “ RulTian Antiquities,” 
page a 1 7. 

We Tallied out this morning to examine the modern city, after 
having been moft hofpitably entertained by the Gorodnik, or 
Alderman, at whofe houfe vve alighted laft night* very much fa- 
tigued w'ith our lultry journey through the defert, and flept, 1 allure 
you, without being rocked. 

The fortune of war has much reduced this place, if it was as 
■ confiderable as is pretended in the time of the Tartar government ; 
which 1 rather doubt, from its port being inferior to many others 
in the peninfula ; although, no doubt, the exportation of the fait 
ready cryftallizcd on its lakes, as in the faline plain of yefterday, 
muft always have employed a certain quantity of Ihipping, being 
an article in great demand on the oppofite or South Coaft of the 
Euxine, for reafons which I lliall give when I come to treat of the 
Filheries. Leather made here is likewife exported in confiderable 
quantities, together with the produce of an old Tartar fabric .yof 
woollen carpets, well worth the infpeflion of travellers, as it 
feems to be a Scythian manufadlory ftill in its full Aage of inven- 
tion ; for I cannot fuppofe it introduced even by the firft foreign 
fettlers the Greeks, as they certainly were more advanced, even at 
that early period, than what this patriarchal art would indicate, if 
Homer did not weave in his brain the beautiful wei/s with which 
his poems arc adorned ; for the art of weaving has not yet reached 
the city of Eupatoria, as may be judged from the following account, 

Thefe carpets are ftill made of tw'o or three layers of combed 
wool, placed above one another, and made to adhere merely by 
prefture and moifture, without the aid of the loom ; nay, the boneft 
Tartars of Eupatoria are even fo far from taking advantage of 
modern difeovenes in mechanics, that, inftead of elFeifting this 
adhefion by the preffure of cylinders, it is done< as in the time of 

the 
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the Patriarchs, by treading them under foot for a few hours ; nay, 
even when they arc to be adorned with flowers, the texture is ftill 
the fame, which gives an’ idea of the Tartar progrefs in the arts at. 
the end of the iSth century. 

In Ihort, thefe primitive carpets, parents of the famous Gobelins, 
offer an interefting fcale of comparifon between the art in its in- 
fancy, as ftill fo be feen in Eupatoria, and in the celebrated manu- 
factory of France. It is likewife worthy of remark, that they are 
ftill made here exactly in the fame manner as the thick felt ftuff 
called wylock, with which the round Scythian tents were covered 
in the time of Herodotus, and are to this day under the name of 
Kahitkics. 

In my next I fliall continue my examination of, and remarks on 
this Mithridatic city, which feems to have advanced fo little fince 
the days of that great prince ; but, as running about to colleCl 
matter for my letters leaves but little time to write long ones, 
you muft be content with the portion given to-day by Yours, &c. 


LETTER XVIII. 


From Eupatoria, 


Our firft vifit this morning was to the Tartar mofque (called 
Metchet in the language of the country), which has nothing about 
it remarkable either for fize or beauty ; but what amply repaid our 
difappointment wfis, a fort of holy wheel, corapofed of whirling 

fanatics. 
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fanatics, who kept flying round in a circle, more like the votaries 
of Bacchus than of Mahomet, who certainly forbade the juice of 
the grape, but forgot to’ interdidl that of the poppy, the moft 
deftruftive and intoxicating of the two ; and I believe it was under 
the influence of this laft juice, that this Tartar group were moving 
at fuch a rate. Mahomet likewife forgot to forbid ardent fpirits ; 
fo that the Turks, Tartars, &c. make no fcruplc of drinking brandy, 
as ** that is not wine,’* fay they. 

An aged dervife turned on his centre like a top, in the middle of 
this giddy circle, muttering all the while, in concert with the holy 
circumference, the following wife maxim from the Koran : “ This 
“ life is precarious ; but it is here (pointing to the earth) that wc 
“ muft take up our abode — a truth which certainly merits a Icfs 
ridiculous mode of announcing it. 

The centre of this curious circle is always the place of honour, 
and even of danger, as the reverend father who occupies it, in 
right of his years and wifdom, keeps fpinning round till he turns 
his brain at leaft, if he be not fo happy as to expire on the fpot, 
as is fometimes the cafe ; when he becomes a martyr and faint of 
the Mahometan church, and the envy of his furviving ftrongcr- 
hcaded companions. 

After giving this inftance of Tartar weaknefs and folly, it is but 
juft to give another that does much honour to their humanity and 
feelings, although I fufpcfl Mahomet to have been equally at the 
bottom of both. 

A beautiful Greek lady, originally from Conftantinoplc, although 

now the Countefs W , wife of a RuflTian general, being lately 

at Eupatoria, on a Tour like ours through the Taurida, fo charmed 
the honeft Tartars with the graces of her perfon, and converfation 
in the Turkifli language, that they, ignorant of her rank and 
quality, conceived an idea of her being a fair daughter of Maho- 
met, held in Chrlftian bondage by the right of war, and fecretly 
opened a fubfeription among themfclves to purchafe her liberty ; 

K nay. 
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nay, they adlually offered a large fum to the Ruffian commandant 
of the place for her ranfom. I am affiired that one Tartar gentle- 
man fubferibed looo ducats, for his own fhare, to open once more 
the door of paradife to this lovely hourie, poffibly by way of re- 
commending himfelf to her favour, at an after period, in the 
regions above,; and I am really not much furprized that {he was 
taken for a celeftial being, (he has fo little earthly about her. 

You may eafily conceive how much diverted the Countefs was 
at the miftakc of the honed Tartars, on being told the llory by the 
commandant ; and that flic kindly thanked the pious and charitable 
mulTulmen for their benevolent intention. 

Thefe good people, though certainly not liable, under the do- 
minion of Ruffta, to majiy hardfhips and oppreflions authorifed by 
the Ottoman court, fuch as being fingled out as victims to fill the 
Sultan’s coffers when known to be rich, &c. ftill, I fay, in fpite of 
all this, I am much miftaken if they would not prefer being under 
the iron feeptre of the chief of their own religion, to living under 
the mildeft government of a chrillian prince ; fuch is the empire 
which the able muffulman prophet Mahomet has eftablilhed over the 
minds of his votaries, apparently by infpiring a wonderful degree 
of fanaticifm. 

Before leaving this city, which Pcyffonnel takes for the Taurip 
Ch^rfon, it may be neceffary to renaark, that, in conformity with 
tliat opinion, he regards two fait lakes, three miles farther down 
the coaft, as formed from the antient port Cetenus of Ptolemy, by 
the fea having thrown up a bar of fand at its mouth, and thereby 
converted into fait lakes what was formerly a Greek harbour. 


LETTER 
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From Sifmpheropot, ike new Tauric Capitaf, 


-T ROM Eupatoria we fet out for Sympheropo^ diftant about 30 
verfts, and once more plunged into the ft«^)t that leads to it. This 
barren tradk, however, only ferved to vary the fcenc, and heighten our 
furprife in coming out of it, about lo verfts from the new capital, 
into a charming country decked with fine green fields, watered by 
the Salgir, and beautifully ornamented with clumps of fine trees 
fcattered here and there, independent of the cultivation which 
graces the neighbourhood pf Sympheropol as we advanced ; all 
moft agreeable objefts to travellers who have been fo long traverfing 
deferts, and to whom, of courfe, the fight of a tree, Or of a plat 
of green, was moft acceptable. 

I can readily perceive, that it was its'central fituation in the moun- 
tainous or beft inhabited part of the Taurida which procured 
this city its prefent rank of a capital ; but I cannot fo eafily guefs 
at the origin of its new name, certainly not a renovation of the 
old, as 1 find none fuch to have exifted in the peninfula during the 
time of either the Greeks or Romans ; Avhile we know that it was 
called Soultane Serai by the Tartars, from its having been the or- 
dinary refidence of the Kalgha Soultant^ or commander in chief of 
the Crimean army. 

It is fituated on the Salgir (a large river for this country), which 
runs nearly acrofs from the Black to the Putrid. Sea ; fo as, with 

K 2 another, 
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another, the Tobcchokrak, that almoH: meets it, to divide the 
Northern or defert half from the fine mountainous part of the 
pcninfula, as faid before in my geographical Ikctch. . 

Symphcropol is compofed of fome hundreds of houfes built of 
ftonc, and roofed, in the antieut Greek ftyle, with tiles ; fince 
adopted by the Tartars, probably from the old Grecian colonifts of 
the maritinae cities. There arc likewife numerous handfome mo- 
dern buildings, the natural confcqucnce of the feat of government, 
with all the courts of jufticc, being eftablilhed here, independent 
of the refidences of the governor, and a long lilt of judges, and 
other civil officers, who muft all have ftatcly public manfions t 9 
adminifter juftice in. 

Thcfe advantages render it an eligible winter refidence for thofc 
who fpend the fummer on their eftates in the fine vallies between 
the Tauric mountains ; fo that there is fome refort of company here 
for two or three months of the year. 

The fiime complaint againft the calcareous marly ftone, employed 
in building here, cemented with the calcareous clay of the moun- 
tains is heard in Sympheropol, as at Nicolayef ; and the accufation 
is literally the fame as I (fated in my fecond letter from that city, 
that the houfes thus built not* only retain moifture a long time, 
but even, after being once dry, abforb it again from the atmofphere } 
a great drawback on their merit, if true, as they are otherwife 
well conftru£fcd, and calculated to keep out the fummer heat : a 
leading object in this country. 

The environs of this city are very beautiful ; as, befides feveral 
fine vallies, they offer a curious contrail of luxuriant vegetation on 
one hand, with lofty bare mountains on the oth,er. But what drew 
our attention in a very particular manner, as it pleafed our feelings, 
was a charming little dairy, in the Tartar ftyle, at the bottom of 
thofc fine vallies, really captivating from its appearance, and the 
rural fccnery that furrounded it. At the door ftands a water-mill, 
whofe noife, joined to the murmuring of the brook that turns it, 

the 
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the fong of the dairy-maid, the warbling of birds on the trees 
around the cottage, with the bleating of lambs On the hills, all 
together produced in this peaceable retreat of fimplicity and igno- 
rance a fpecies of rural concert eafier conceived than deferibed. 
What orcheftra, fwelled with all the harmony of learned counter- 
point, could equally afFc<5l us with this ruftic melody ! 

Tchatirdagh, the higheft mountain of the Taurida, the Mont 
Berol'us of the antients, though it (lands about ao verfts didant from 
Sympheropol, appears as if clofe to it, from the deception common 
in fuch cafes. 


LETTER XX. 


Aom Batchefnai, the Palatium of the Ancients, 

After having feen every thing in Sympheropol, and partaken 
of feveral entertainments given us by the governor and others, we 
fet out for Batcheferai, through a valley equally pleafant and full 
of variety. 

To the right and left your view is bounded by mountains, that 
feem to bend down in fome places to give you a palling glimpfe of 
the rich fcencs behind them, which curioufly contrail with their 
own bare white tops, that have fome refemblance to “ the white 
cliffs of Albion,” and of courfe would have been honoured by you 
with more than common attention had you been of our party. 

Tho 
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Xlie Tauric mountains run acrofs the peninfula, as faid before, 
from Eaft to Weft, in three diftindl ridges, of which the outermoft, 
towards the great Northern plain, is calcareous, and but little fitted 
for vegetation ; the middle ridge, on the contrary, is covered with 
wood and plants, and offers a moft pleafmg view to a traveller ; 
while the third ridge, which lines the fhore, is compofed of high 
perpendicular rocks, whofe bold weather-beaten fronts bid defiance 
to all the rage of the fea. 

About half way between the city we had left, and tliat to which 
we .were going, on the green banks of the limpid Alma, which 
gently rolls its filver ftream through this enchanting valley, we met 
with one of tl* moft delightful landfcapes that can exift in nature. 
To the right %nd left of this purling rill, yoa perceive beautiful 
tufts of the black and Lombardy poplars, alternately with clumps 
of the linden (tilia Europea) ^ on a rich green carpet, covered with 
grazing flocks, and the fcattered ruftic cottages of the Tauric 
fhepherds. 

After paflTing this little earthly paradife, the valley ftill continues 
to delight us all the way with the infinite variety produced by a 
winding rill, meandering through fertile lawns, enriched with acci- 
de'ntal clufters of lovely trees ; while the mountains now begin to 
be lefs wild and barren, as you approach Batcheferai, which fud- 
denly opens to your view, when you leaft expeft it, on getting to 
the top of a rifing ground that commands it ; a circumftance that 
produces the more fingular and pleafmg effeft, as you are taken by 
furpril’c, in finding a curious city hid in a valley, while you natu- 
rally cxpccl that your approach to the capital and lovereign rc- 
fidence of a country is to be announced to you,«,as ufual, by a made 
road, milc-ftones, I'uburbs, &c. &c. 

The only collateral object of attention palled by in this day’s 
journey, and which I referved for the end of my letter, not to draw 
your attention from the beauties that lay in our dirc£l road, was a 
* mountain 
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mountain called Baikla Koba, five verfts to our right, near where the 
rivulet Bodrick falls into the Alma ; it is cut out into habitations 
like the mountains of Egyptian Thebes, and Meroe, now Atbara, 
on the Nile, the cradle of aftronomy and the arts and fciences, 
then cultivated folely by the Troglodytes, who lived in thofe cayes, 
and were a race of woolly-headed Negroes, whom Abyfiinian Bruce 
calls Culhites or Shangala, the moft learned and polilhed people of 
the antient world, till conquered, and almoft extirpated, by the 
barbarian flicpherds of holy writ, led by their kings, as the Scripture 
tells us, while thefeNomade Ihcpherds and carriers of the deierts were, 
and arc ftill, a people with long hair, and European features of fwarthy 
complexion : fo that woolly hair and a black Jkin was not always a 
mark of ftupidity and want of genius, n©r long hair and European 
configuration conftant figns of mental fuperiority. 

I hope that no apology is nccefl'ary for digreifing to Ihow, upon 
entering on the fubje^l of the numerous excavated mountains of 
this peninfula, that when thefc were poflibly the only habitations 
of the Taurida, it by no means follows that the natives were in a 
ftate of extreme barbarity, living in caves like wild beafts, as might 
ftrike.u* on the firft view of the fubjeft. It is to prevent this hafty 
conclufion, that I remind the reader, that the black woolly-headcd 
Troglodytes of Mcroe were the firft philofophers, and thofe of the 
mountains of Egyptian Thebes the firft archite£ls, who built that 
magnificent city while lodging in their caves, I (hall name and 
delcribe the other Tauric excavated mountains as we approach them, 
and only add at prefent that I am, &c. 

Bruce’s Travels, vol, L p. 38B. 


LETTER 



( 72 ) 
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From Batcheferaxt the antieyit Tartar capital 0/ the 
Taurida, and Palaiium of Strabo, 

This romantic city, formerly the Tartar capital of the Crimea, 
and refidcnce of its foveraign the Chan, as its name Batcheferai 
indicates, feems to have been the Palati'um of Strabo, and the 
Badatium of Ptolemy. 

It is fituated in a deep cool valley, through which runs, in a fer- 
pentine form, the cryftal rivulet of Katza, whofc banks arc nobly 
ornamented with the beautiful Tauric poplar ; but ftill, in fpite of 
this uncommon advantage of being traverfed by a river, the ftreets 
of Batcheferai arc as dirty as ill-paved, and fo extremely Sarrow, 
like all other Tartar towns, that they are only calculated for a man 
on horfeback, or at moft a fmall one-horfe vehicle, formed of a 
common board about a foot and a half broad and 6 feet long, 
mounted on four wheels ; the old carriage of the Tartars, from 
whom the RuflTians probably derived it (with the Kabitka) in its 
primitive form of Rofpoujky, and converted it into the more decent 
modern form of a Jrojhka, by fufpending the board on fprings, and 
covering it with a long culhion for the cafe of tljc fitters; as it now 
ferves in Peterfburg, and other cities of Rufifia, for the fame purpofe 
as the hackney-coaches of London, Paris, &c. ; no covered carriage 
ever waiting in the flrects for hire in any town from the Baltic to 
the Black Sea. But we arc convinced, from the narrownefs of the 
* ftreets 
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ftrects of this pcninfula, that a chariot or cojicli was not even 
known in it when they were built. 

All that we fee in Batcheferai, independent of the palace, 
arc fome (hops merely furnilhed with merchandize for the few 
wants. of the inhabitants, and a primitive m'anufaftory of knivcs> 
as famous for the goodnefs of their blades as the fimpliclty of their 
form, evidently calculated for a nation of Ihepherds? w'hich con- 
veys an idea of high antiquity and Scythian origin, like that of the 
Eupatorian carpets ; both apparently patriarchal, and, as fuch, 
would have been entitled to a place in your DilTcrtation on the. 
Village Arts of RulTia 

After thus giving you a view of the worft fide of this Tartar city, 
let me now raife your aftoniftiment with a fight of its palace, ro- 
mantic fituation, &c. 

Only figure to yourfelf, my good friend, in a deep valley 
bounded by a huge chain of pendant rocks, an afifemblagc of Tar- 
tar houfes of uncouth forms, ftuck as it were againft the fides of 
the mountains, and placed in circles one above another, round tlie 
palace.of their Chan (fituated at the bottom of the valley), fo as 
to rep.rcfent a large amphitheatre, or rather funnel, with (Ireets be- 
tween the row's of houfes ; a form of a city as novel as it is curious 
and romantic ; which you will fuppofe when I tell you that the whole 
is furmounted by a tremendous fringe of enormous rocks cut out, by 
mountain torrents, into ftrange grotefquc figures hanging over the 
houfes, and threatening, to appearance, inlfant defti u6tion to the 
peaceable inhabitants below. 

Here you may fancy that you fee a high antique tower, the work 
of former ages, frowning over the city, threatening to dedroy in 
its fall what it feems to have been once dcltined to defend ; there 
you may imagine an immenfc obclilk, raifed to commemorate fonic 
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antient Scythian victory, pofllbly the retreat of Darius, or Philip, 
before their Nomade anceftors. In Ihort, a warm and lively ima- 
gination might fancy a hundred fuch forms and objefts in this rude 
and gigantic afl'cmblage of figures, cut out by the great fculptors 
of the univerfe, air and water. 

‘i he palace, which, as laid before, riles in the middle of this cu- 
rious Tauric city, to add greatly to the fingularity and romantic 
appearance of the fccne, is a curious I'pccies of painted Chinefe 
Itnu^urc, well fuited to luch a group of oddities. 

To dcl'cribe its external form, a traveller mull be acquainted 
with the language of oriental architc»Slurc, being too dilFcrent from 
ours to admit of European technicals ; and as I am neither fuffi- 
ciently read in the writings of Sir William Chambers, nor in Ara- 
bian Itory"’, to attempt a defeription, 1 lhall content myfelf with 
alTuring you, that the infide is Hill more fingular than theoutfide; 
and that, without the clue of Ariadne, fhe mull be a forccrefs in- 
deed who finds her way out, when once fairly entered in this .Scy- 
thian labyrinth, which might vie with that of Crete, or any other 
in antiquity. 

It does not, however, want a kind of oriental magnificence, where , 
the Ealtern luxury of the haram has not been forgotten, calculated, 
like the Genecaeon of the Greeks, to cut off all communication be- 
tween the apartments of the men and women; and folely deflined 
for the abode and amufement of the fair fex, who have been left in 
all ages and countries to languilh by thcmfelvcs, except in the af- 
fcmblies of modern Europe; and, let me tell you, it is to this 
happy union that modern fociety owes all its charms and all its 
acquired advantages ; for, without us, you arc but a fort of taciturn 
bears when the glals is from your lips. 

Tlicrr is, I believe, no book exilling, which contains fo much information on oriental 
cuftonis, gardening, and even archileclurr, as the Arabian Nights Entertainments 5 a valuable 
4rciid of the once polifhed^ learned, and maguiticent Saracens, 


We 
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Wc enter this princely refidence by a fpacious court, and are 
ftruck, in paffing through it, with a view of the garden on one 
hand, hanging on the brow of a hill in form of terraces, like the 
antient gardens of Semiramis in Babylon, or thofe on the inoun. 
tains of Egyptian Thebes. On the other hand, the time-fculpturcd 
rocks, mentioned above, confine and adorn the profpe<ff ; while 
in the court itfelf you find a handfome mofque with a lofty clatlic 
fpire, that fhakes like a tree under you whilll you view the whole 
city from its lofty fummit. This feems to be the very ornament 
that the Saracens introduced into Europe, fo common on the ca- 
thedrals of the Middle Ages under the name of Gothic, though for 
what reafon I cannot imagine, unlcfs a want of the trembling 
lightnefs of the Arabian minaret bcfpcaksj a Gothic architect. It 
may be neceflary to add, that this is not merely an ornament, but 
a ufeful appendage to the Mahometan temples (or Mctchets, as 
mofques are called) in the Taurida ; for, although they ufe no 
bells, a crier announces from the minaret the ftated hours for 
prayers, which are attended by muflulmen with a regularity that 
might put chrillians to the blufti, efpecially at the end of the 1 8 th 
century ; when a religion evidently calculated for the happinefs of 
civil focicty, is more or lefs negleiled every where, and entirely 
thrown afide by one great nation, who feem foolith enough to think 
that a mighty empire may exift without any : a new maxim equally 
unknown to^antients and moderns, and which feems the height of 
pheenzy to. Yours, &c. 


L % 
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LETTER XXII. 


Trom Batchtferal, 


Near the handfomc mofquc in the court of Batcheferai palace, 
mentioned in my laft, \vc perceived a couple of pretty rotundos, 
in which repofc the allies, of a long line of Chans ; but what moft 
attrafted our eyes, and filled them with tears (at lead: I can anfwer 
for my own), was a pretty little maufoleum, dedicated “ To Con- 
jugal Fidelity and Attachment,” erected by one of the Crimean 
Chans on lofing a beloved chriftian wife, probably a fair captive^ 
the Roxolana of the Taurida. 


Bcfide this exterior court, there is a fmall interior one, which 
leads to a fine round vcllibule paved with white marble, and orna- 
mented with three fountains of cool, clear, and excellent water, 
from which rile fine dreams, ever playing and I'parkling in the air, 
to cool the atmofphcrc of this delightful apartment. From this 
Arabian luxury, you enter a charming little garden, where loaded 
vines, entwined with rofes, form fairy bowers, wherein you may 
repofe and cat the delicious fruit around you ; for grapes, peaches, 
apricots, plumbs, cherries, &:c. arc all found here, of a quality 
very fuperior to thofe growing w ild in the vallics. 

On leaving the palace vve followed the dream of the limpid 
Katza to the end of the valley, and w'cre delighted to find its banks 
every w'hcre covered w'ith little gardens, full of delicious fruit ; 
but the pride of all the trees, both here and every where in the 
pcninfula, is the /me poplar already mentioned, w'hich towers above 

all, 
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all, and looks at a diftance like an obelifk of green jafper, from its 
tapering up to a point, far above the I'artar houlcs, which are 
feen peeping through the orchards that furround them, at the bot- 
tom of the valley. What would I not have given to have been in 
the fuite of Catherine when Ihg vifited this new acquifition fomc 
years ago ! as flic then caufed the whole of this romantic city, 
with its poplars, &c. to be illuminated, and viewfd the wonder- 
ful effect from above. Or fliould I rather have preferred the fight 
of London in a blaze of fentimental light for the recovery of a be- 
loved fovereign, the father of his people, and head of the equitable 
and wife laws which place Great Britain fo high in tlie fcale of 
nations ? 

On leaving Batcheferai I muft acknowledge, that, from its low 
fituation, we fliould havefet it down as an unhealthy place, with all 
its charms, had not the ntimber of filver locks and beards -that 
kindly bade us welcome, and feemed to regret our departure, taught 
us the folly of applying general maxims without diferimination. 

Five verfts from this city flands one of the excavated mountains 
mentioned in my laft, called Tiape Kirman. It is of a conic form, 
covered with wood, and full of antient habitations, which are not 
only furnithed with windows, but have likewife cifterns full of 
water. Seven verfts to the South of Tiape Kirman are two more 
of tbefe excavated mountains, called Tcherkefs Kirman, and Kfki 
Kirman, j^roliably the antient abode of Tauric Troglodytes ; but at 
what period they were inhabited it is difficult to fay, though I fuf- 
pe£l that the fcvcr.d nations whicli have been in turn driven from 
the low countries, by diiferent conquerors, took refuge in the high 
lands, as we. know^two of them did for certain, the Alains and 
Goths, and were only fubdued at the Turkifli conquefl. 
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It would certainly be an unpardonable omlflion, and have the 
appearance of ingratitude, after all the amufement that we have de~ 
rived from viewing the curious palace of Batcheferai, and even eating 
the fine fruit of its garden,p planted by its late unfortunate maftcr, 
if wc were to depart from it without giving feme account of the 
unhappy fate of the laft Chan of the Crimea, who fell a martyr to 
Turkic vengeance for his partiality to Ruflfia. 

Chagin Girrey, the late Chan or Sovereign of Crim Tartary, 
having, whilft a youth, accompanied an embafly from the reigning 
Chan to the court of Catherine II. was engaged by that politic 
princefs to remain in Pctcrlburg as captain of her guards ; happy, 
no doubt, to have one of the imperial Ottoman family in her Icr- 
vice, who might be ufeful on fome future occafion. 

An opportunity was not long wanting of making him eminently 
ufeful to Ruflia ; as after the Turkilh war, fo ably cot^udlcd by 
the Field Marlhal RomanzofF, and ended by the peace of Kainardgi 
in 1774, Crim Tartary was fubdued by the Emprefs’s arms, and its 
re fiipulatcd in the treaty as one of the principal articles 
of peace agreed to by the Grand Sultan ; which ^enabled Catherine 
to have her captain of the guards elcdfcd Chan of the pcninfula ; 
the right of choofing a fovercign being left, of courfe, to the Tar- 
tars, by tlic Ottoman court. 

This Ration he filled with dignity, till Prince Potemkin had the 
addrefs to engage him, in 1783, to cede his fovereignty to the im- 
perial 
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perial crown of Ruffia, and retire into VVoronetz on a yearly penfion 
of loo.coo roubles ; at which city, and at Kalouga, he rclidcd for 
about two ycai's, till, grown tired of a retreat among men differing 
from himl’clf in religion, cultoms, and manners, he petitioned 
Catlicrine for permiffion to vifit his relations at Conftantinoplc. 

The Emprefs granted his requeft ; and the Chan was received 
like a fovcrcign, and a defeendant of Mahomet, by* the Ihilhaw of 
Cotchim, who came out with a great retinue to meet him 5 and, 
after killing the Ikirt of his robe, prefented a letter from his relation 
the Grand Sultan, inviting him, in the kindeft language, to his 
capital, and affuring him that he was always ready to receive and 
fucconr the unfortunate. 

On this flattering invitation, Chagin .Girrcy proceeded to Con- 
(lantinople, where he was at firll w'cll received, but loon after or- 
dered to retire to the ifland of Rhodes, which he was fo well con- 
vinced was a fpecies of exile, the forerunner of death, that he 
fought the protection of the French Conful", who, it is faid, had 
actually prepared a fmall veffel to favour his efcape ; but, the wind 
being contrary, the fatal Balhaw arrived, and, by the information 
of one of the unhappy Chan’s fuitc, whom he put to the torture, 
dilcovered his matter hid under the Conful’s floor. 

The Balhaw chid the devoted jtrince for flying from one fent by 
the Sultan to wait upon him and do him honour; but a dilh of 
coflee, prel'cntcd him foon after, put a period to a life full of mil- 
fortunes ; and his head was lent to his kind relation, in the ufual 
flyle df Turkifli barbarity and dcl'potifm. 

The gentleman to whom 1 owe the above relation, fo little know'ii 

to Europe, lived in great intimacy w'ith Chagin Girrcy all the time 

# 

Thi^ very Conful (Mr do Dutronl) is no’;\’ in PeU rntury^, nntl has givrn rnr the whoh^ Poiy, 
too long Rnd clrcnmftanilal to relate here; but the onthiif is ex-itl thus far, nnd is only 

delicient in defcriblng the trouble that the Conful was j/Ut to in the alfair, and the «laiu',(r th.U be 
incurred from the enraged people, &c. ; as the whoir ilhuid h.ul hy the (JijikI Sulran been made 
> aniVciable for the (.fcape of the dc\otcd Chan.— Eon ox. 
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that he dwelt in Woronetz, and occafionally vilited him in 
Kalouga He likewife favoured me with the following curious 
anecdotes of his manner of living in the firft-mentioned city, when 
he had an opportunity of feeing him almoft every day. 

The Chan (he faid) was a man of good figure, with a mod 
piercing eye, and pofieffed an excellent underftanding, not- a little 
cultivated, cohfidcring his country. His colintenance was re- 
markably pale, with ftrong marks of inward grief preying on his 
mind : a fufpicion confirmed by his drefs, which was always black 
after he abdicated ; and he conftantly wore a black filk handkerchief 
on his head, which was carried up each fide of his face from under 
his chin, and tied above his turban His laundrefs likewife dif- 
covered, by the little cirvclcs which it left on his fliirts, that he 
always wore a coat of ma*il under his cloathes, probably to ward 
off a fudden blow-from any fanatic Mahometan, as he had near 
two hundred about his perfon even in his retirement, who confti- 
tuted his little court. However, in fpitc of this precaution againfl 
a hidden enemy, he was a man of great courage in the field, and 
upon all occafions of danger ; a Angular proof of which he once 
gave, when obliged to take Iheltcr, among the Ruffian troops, 
from an infurreftion of his fubje( 5 ls during his fhort reign, infligatcd 
by the Turkiflt party. The infurgents having advanced againft his 
defenders, ' to the amount of 30,000 men, the Chan ftolc aw^ in 
the night from the fmall Ruffian array (if poffible, to prevent the 

effufion of blood, the next da}), and rode direcSlly into the midft of 

4 

♦* My friend and informer, I finrc find, ismiflaketi with regard to what happent-d to the Chan 
after his departure for ConltanliiKJple ) as the Con fid lays, that he was obliged to give him up 
to the governor of the illaiul, with \^hom he remained lill the exj^fled melTengrr arrived, who 
ftrangled him in tlic ufual way with a bow-ftring : fo that the tortured Have, and poifoned coffee, 
the Ruffian gentleman muft have taken from the report of travellers from Conftantinople ; but his 
mode of life, See. in this countiy, my friend was an eye witnefs of, and has ftiU a gold fnuff-ho\ 
by him, which hcga\c him as a keepfakc. 

f ^ The Conful tclU me, that his beaal was always folded up under tlie black (ilk, and that he 
never let it hang down but in of religion. —Kuixo a. 
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his revolted fubjefts, alone and unarmed, demanding the cauic 
of their difeontent, and of \yhat they had to accufe him. Tliis 
bold mcafurc fo completely furpril'cd and difeompofed the hollile 
army, that the foldiers declared they had iio" pcrfonal enmity to 
their Chan, but had been led there by certain murl’as, or chiefs, with- 
out well knowing why. On this, Chagin Girrey ordered the murfas 
to be brought before him to declare their grievances ; but they, 
being as much confounded as their men, could alledge nothing in 
the flighteft degree fatisfaftory : whereupon he commanded the 
foldiers to hang them up as traitors ; w'hich they inftantly did. 
He then quietly rode back alone to the Rufllan quarters, which had 
been in much alarm on finding him gone. 

Nothing could be more fimple than his. way of life, as he never 
had more than one dilhathis table, which was conftantly boiled 
rice and mutton in the Tartar ftyle, with water for his drink ; after 
which, he took one fmall dilh of coffee, and fcldom even fmoked 
but when alone. 

His chamber of ftate was covered with blue cloth, without any 
other furniture than a low Turkifh fopha on which he fat ; and 
at night a high filver candleftick ftood in the middle of the room 
on the floor, with one wax candle in if. 

He commonly wore gloves, as he had a cuftom of throwing a 
fix-pound cannon ball from one hand to another, while he fat 
converfing with thofe about him. 

His principal amufement he derived from his hawks and horfes; 
of which he brought a number with him from the Crimea ; but as 
he could' not enjoy the fport fo well in the city, where he at firll 
lived, the Archbilhop of Woronetz gave up to him his country 
houfe, a civility which he nobly rewarded, by prefentihg him with 
a large rich crofs fet with diamonds, fuch as the Ruffian Arch- 
bilhops wear on their breafts, fufpended from the neck with a blue 
ribbon. The Chan creeled fevcral fmall Chinefc buildings in the 

M • garden, 
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garden, where he gare the neighbouring gentry little entcrtain> 
ments, and was fo very generous, that few vifitcd him without re- 
ceiving (bme prefent. 

The gentleman who related thefc anecdotes fhowed me a gold 
enamelled fnufF-box, and a gold watch, which Chagin bade him 
wear for his lake, that every time he took fnulF, or marked the 
hour, he might think of him. 

He once fent a diamond ring, of 20,000 roubles value, to a much- 
refpedted minifter at Petcrlburg but the court prevented its de- 
livery, and bade the meflengcr tell his mailer, that a prefent to- a 
Ruffian minifter was improper; although the Chan had accom- 
panied the gift with a handfome little note, wherein he told his Ex- 
ccllehcy, that it was the Oriental cuftom to prefent marks of cftcem. 
to thofe whom wc love. On receiving back his ring, with the 
reprimand, he only replied, that the Ruffians did not hold thofe 
opinions while he had minifters. Catherine ifent him tbe riband of 
St. Andrew, with a diamond crefeenty inftead of the crofs and faint 
hanging to it. as ufual ; on which he remarked, that, if the ufual 
infignia had been appended to ir, his religion would have forbidden 
him to wear it ; and, without them, it Was only a piece of riband 
with a trinket, which he declined accepting. 


LETTER 



( 85 ) 


LETTER XXIV. 


Tch\f(mt Kakl^/i^ w ihx Jem* diadeL 

At a little diftance from Batcheferai, on a high mountain, or 
rather rock, (lands an old fort called Tchifout Kalchfi, or the 
Jews* Ctadel, fo named as having been from time immemorial in- 
habited by about too families of, Jews, a people who, as we know, 
were very numerous in the Taurida as far ba'ck as the ninth cen- 
tury, and iri nil probability much earlier. 

This fortified town feems to have been the Phoulli of the atitients, 
and, in the Middle Ages, is called Kyrk by the noble Arabian geo« 
grapher Abulfeda, Prince of Hama in Syria. 

Here, to the furprife of thofe acquainted with tl>e Polilh or 
Northern Jews, the children of Ifrael are found with an air of 
clcanlincfs and profperity feldom feen among the former} nay, 
even the ftreets of their little city are clean and neat ; but whether 
by the induftry of the inhabitants, or the water of heaven, I will 
not take upon me to determine, as their high rock may break the 
clouds, and wa(h their ftreets without the aid of the Hebrews. 

I could almoft perfuade myfelf that I have found on this Tauric 
mountain, fo long (hut out from European curiofity by Turkifli 
policy, one of the loft tribes ; and I beg that you will not make 
yourfelf too merry at the expeace of my difeovery, till you have 
heard my reafons for thinking it fo. 

Firft, then, this tribe is here called Karajr yaodi, or black Jews, 
to diftingutfti them from the reft of their brethren, fo numerous 

M z in 
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in Poland, and all the neighbouring countries, Turkey, &c. by 
whom they are moft devoutly hated. 

Secondly, they differ from the others in taking the Tora, inftead 
of the Talmud, for their religious guide, in keeping different faffs; 
and even in the cut of their hair ; for, while the others referve a 
circle, which they comb down on their foreheads, the black Jews 
fhave the whofe head ; in fliort, they fcem to me to merit the at- 
tention of fomc of your Rabbis in England, where you muff have 
Ifraelitcs of great learning, fmcc even Dr. Prieftley found an able 
combatant there. 

Can this be a detachment of the antient colony fettled for fo many 
ages in the neighbouring country of Georgia, who, their Rabbis 
fay, were carried from Jernfalem to Media by the.Muful Padifhah, 
or King of Niniveh, and who' are, I believe, the only tribe at 
prefent in tire Rate of hufbandmen and cultivators ? a curious fa£t 
which we learn from the memoir publiQied with Mr. Ellis’s map of 
Caucafus. As conjectures, when acknowledged as fuch, are ad- 
mitted in much more ferious works than female Tours, J (hall 
hazard one more : — Can this infulated tribe of black Jews be a 
remnant of an antient people called Mtlancklceni, mentioned by all 
tbc claffic authors as dwelling on the Palus Maeotis, o.r fea of Afoff, 
though now loft, and who were diftinguifhed from all the other 
nations of thefe countries by wearing a black garb, even in the 
time of Herodotus, as uncommon now as then in this part of the 
world ? 

On entering the Jews’ Citadel, we Wfere received at the gate by 
the elders, and by them conduClcd through it with great attention,, 
although no fair Sulanna was of the compan)i. Their fynagogue 
is, of courfe, an objeCl; of curiofity to ftrangers. We found it a 
fmall but fnug hall, remarkably neat and clean, without any fpe* 
cies of ornament, except what they regard as the greateft of all, 
viz. the holy tabernacle, containing their facred writings in Hebrew, 
on an antique roll of parebinentf according to the mofaic law, 

which 
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which did not permit the ufe of the Egyptian papyrus for that facred 
purpofe, although in univcrfal ufe for every other manufcript in 
the halcyon days of Jcrufalem and the chofen fons of Ifracl. This 
valuable reli£t was fhewn us by a veneraWe Rabbi, who rolled up 
his precious charge in a myftic manner, the moment we had glanced 
our eyes over it, and in a folemn ftcp conduced us back by the way 
we entered ; or, in plain Englifli, Ihowcd us the door, with equal 
gravity and civility. 

It muft appear to you a very fingular inftance of Tartar liberality 
and humanity, as it indeed did to us at firll fight, that they have 
left the Jews for ages in pofleflion of a fortified city in the heart of 
their country : hoy?ever, on examining more attentively the fituation 
of the rock upon which they live, I perecived that the children of 
Ifrael owed this privilege to their known induftry ; for their citadel, 
although furrounded by , an old wall ind turrets, is placed on a high 
rock, without a drop of water, except what they can obtain from 
the- Iky in rainy weather, or bring up from the plain, on afies, 
during, a great part of the year ; fo that there is little wonder if fo- 
indolent a people as the Tartars fhould leave to a tribe famous for 
induftry (and whoprobably are ufefot to them in fome way) a place of 
no military confequence, as the inhabitants are obliged to come 
down for every pitcher of water that they want, during^ the long 
dry feafon of a fine climate. 

It is, however, very probable, that in antient times, when the 
vanquiihed inhabitants of the vallies were obliged to take refuge 
in the mountains, and build fuch ftrong holds, there was then fome 
contrivance, as at Balaklava, to retain a ftock of rain-water for 
the ufe of the garrifon, now fallen to decay fince the Turkifli Con- 
queft, when the mountain principalities were reduced, and the 
whole peninfula brought to acknowledge one mafter, like your very 
fubmiffive fpoufe ; only when Jhe hoi all her own way muft be 
underftood.. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 


^rom Mankoup, the Tahane of Ptolemy ^ and Kcflron Gtihltu 
^ the Middle Ages* 


W E defeended from thf Jews’ Citadel into the deer park of the 
Chan, fiirrounded by horrible precipices, which ferve for walls to 
confine game ; and, on advancihg to the edge of -this terrible 
lovers’ leap, -whence it makes you giddy to look down on the valley 
below, we perceived the ruins of an antient building, more than a 
'hundred fathoms below us, which we wdre told had once been an 
antient hunting feat of the Crimean Chans. 

On reaching the bottom of the fecond valley, which leads to 
another hill, we faw among the high grafs fome remains of an 
antient city, which we were told was called Marianapol, but of 
which I find no mention in antient authors. Thefe marks of former 
population lay at the bottom of a mountain, on the fummit of 
which are ftill found the ruins of Mankoup or Manghoup,'the 
Tabane of Ptolemy, aqd the Kaftron Gothias,'or Goths’ Citadel, 
of the Middle Ages ; a city which bore the rank of capital of the 
principality of Gothia in the ninth century, and was eredled in 
the mountainous part of the pcninfula, when that people, together 
with the Alains, were driven from the lower grounds by a new race 
of conquerors called 'Kozares, after being mailers of the Taurida 
from the fecond century. Here it was that they took refuge ; and 
the highland printipality thus ere£led always exilled, though pro- 
bably 
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bably as a tributary ftate, through all the changes of Tartar fove- 
reignty till the Turkilh Conqueft in the fixteenth century; which 
Ihows them to have been a brave people, and well (killed in defend- 
ing places in thofe days. 

There is a lUtle monaftery cut outi of the rocks in the fide of the 
mountain, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, probably by the 
Goths, who were Chriftians, and introduced their reHgion, churches, 
and biihops, into all the cities that they polTeircd, lome of which 
are ftill ftanding, and will be noticed hereafter. 

A little rough path condu^led us from the bottom of the moun- 
tain to the foot of a flight of fteps, hewn out of the rock, which 
leads up to the monaftery, and which we mounted -beneath the rays 
of a burning lun. 

Firft, we came to a few little wooden* cells, ftnek in a manner 
to the rocks, and fufpended in a-* frightful ftylc above the valley ; 
probably intended to try the courage, and reduce the bodies, of 
pampered (inners, before entering the cool receffes of the excavated 
rock ; and there was furely little danger of their carrying-in much 
of their worldly plumpnefs with tl^em, if they pafTed a fummer in 
thefe fweating boxes by way of ordeal, and did not break their 
necks during the noviciate ; an efcape, however, which, in my 
opinion,, would be no flight mark of their being in the number of 
the ele^, and deftined for the fervice of the Virgin. One foli- 
tary monk now occupies them alone, who is certainly arrived at a 
ftate of body that might almoft gain him admiflion into a rabbit- 
hole. 

A little farther up we met with two cells cut in the rock (probably 
the fecond ftage of probation), furniftied with fome rude utcnfils ; 
and, in mounting ftill higher, we came to a little veftibule that 
opens into the chapel, fituated in the very heart of the living rock, 
and only lighted by the feeble rays which pafs through this anti- 
chamber, the Icfs wanted, however, .as wax tapers are burning day 
^ and : 
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and night in honour of the faint, and add much, in my opinion, 
to the religious awe infpircd by the fanftuary. 

This chapel offers very little to curiofity, independent of its 
fituation and conftrutSlion, except a rude figure of the Virgin, and 
fomc old coins hung about it,_ the offerings of her pious votaries ; 
but what attracted much of our attention was, a fmall cradle hung 
on the wall, whofe hiftory makes it interefting. It is the grateful 
offering of a good woman, who, having been long condemned to 
barrennefs, came to obtain the Virgin’s interceffion in her favour, 
and remained a few days in the facred place, to have the advantage 
of the prayers of the holy fathers; when lo, at the end of nine 
months' (wonderful as it may appear), the pious chriftian was de- 
livered of a fine rofy boy, and, on her recovery, came to offer the little 
cradle as a mark of her gratitude and fatisfaftion ; and it is accor- 
dingly preferved with much care, as an encouragement to other 
fferile females to apply to. the Virgin in the fame manner. 

The numbers, however, of thefe charitable fathers are fadly re- 
duced in thefe ungodly times, as now only two remain out of 73, 
the antient complement ; infomuch that the lower cells, to the 
fcandal of religion, ferve at the prefent moment to lodge the neigh- 
bouring flocks, inflead of their own as formerly. 

But it is time to defeend from this wonderful mountain, to pro- 
cure fomething more folid than the lharp air that we breathe here, 
which has given an excellent appetite to Yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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Selq/iapolt the Sinus Portuq/tis of Powponiw Mch. 

We returned to Batcheferai after our cxcurfion to the raountaini 
mentioned in my laft, and fet out from theijceto Sebaftapol, diftant 
30 verfts, through a moft plcafmg mountainous country. 

Alfter leaving the charming valley of Batcheferai, we faw in the 
fields fome pretty maufoleums, conftrufted in a better ftyle than 
vve could have expe<flcd; particularly one of a fquarc form, adorned 
with very tolerable fc«lpture, and faid to contain the relics of 
a Tartar faint ; yet I fufpeft it to be as old as the Goths, or 
Genoefe, and never to have been honoured with the carcafe of one 
of the godly wheelers that we faw at Eupatoria fainted for turn* 
ing his brain. 

Continuing our journey, we joined a moft agreeable companion, 
and fuch a one as 1 lhall always be happy to follow in its benevolent 
courfe ; I mean the cryftal river Bclbcc, which, like the Alma, our 
laft lovely fellow-traveller, waters a delicious valley ; and if we did 
not find its banks adorned with our favourite poplar, like thofe of 
that heavenly ftream, •we faw at Icaft two other fpecies of the fame 
tree to make amends, grouped with the fpreading beach and weep- 
ing willow, in high vigour and verdure ; drawing up its tears from 


See Letter XVIII. 
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the limpid rill, by roots moft happily placed in contaft with fuch a 
friend ; as in other fituations plants droop their parched heads in 
this climate, and want fufficient moifture either to fmile or weep. 
We likewife faw fomc vines and orchards loaded with delicious fruit, 
as we can atteft from the bed authority ; in fliort, we found on the 
Belbec much the fame beauties as on the Alma, nor did we feel them 
lefs. 

But as we approached the Euxinc Portfmouth, Sebaftapol, the 
fccne changed in a wonderful manner, fo as diftinftly to Ihow us 
where the influence of Neptune fets bounds' to the reign of Flora. 
On approaching the lea, the charming verdure that we had been 
fo long admiring vaniflied like a dream, and fand fupplied its place ; 
while our way now began to lead over the bare black rocks with 
which Providence has kindly girt the fhore, to fet bounds to the 
impetuous ocean, which we foon heard raging and roaring *with 
unavailing fury, at the great mandate of heaven, “ Hither, and 
“ no farther, Jhalt thou advance and, to comply with another great 
law of nature, that Ladies Jhall Jleep — thus iar, and no farther, will 
I write this evening ; as jolting over rocks is » decided enemy to 
long letters, more efpecially w hen a good fupper is awaiting us in the 
fea-port at which we are now arrived. So adieu till to-morrow. 


LETTER 
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Sehqflapol, the principal fea pert on the Black Sea, 

The Turkifh port of Ach^ar, which the Emprefs has called 
Sebaftapol, or the auguft city, probably to preferve the name of a 
famous Greek and Roman mart of that name in the antient king- 
dom of Colchis, was once frequented by fo many different nations, 
that the laft-mentioned people were obliged to keep there 1 20 in- 
terpreters, to facilitate its mighty commerce ; as will be noticed 
when I come to fpeal^of the Euxine trade 

This new Sebaftapol is one of the fineft and moft fecure ports 
in the world, while for fize it might contain all the fleets that Ruflia 
has on the Baltic, the White Sea, the Cafpian, and the Euxine; 
however, as there is nothing perfect in this world, the deftru 6 live 
worm (the tredo nava/is, or calami t as navium of Linnaeus) feems 
to have here taken up its favourite abode, poflibly at a very early 
period, as it may have been brought from India hither, by the way 
of Egypt long before the difeovery die new paflage by the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

The name given ^it by Pomponius Mela, of Sinus Portu'ifus^ or 
the Gulph of Ports, is highly applicable ; as, in faeft, both fides of 


Letters LXXV.&feqq. 

« A late mtclligcnt traveller, Mr. Brure, dctnonUrales that the three years’ fleets of Solomon 
vilited the Indian teas ; fo that the Indian worm nmll have been imported much earlier Uian is 
fuppotied by naturalil^s. , 
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this little Gul|)h arc formed into a number of bafins, fcooped out 
of the roi ks, probably by the aftion of the fea, if that clement has 
not been aOirtcd by a corroding ialt which I fliall prefently notice, 
and pofTibly likewil'e by fome of the earthquakes on record in the 
Taurida ; one of the moll confiderable of which happened at the 
death of ’the great Mithridates in Panticapeos (now Kerch), and 
another in 1786 ; both of which feem to have fliakenthc mountains 
very clFe6lually, as I fliall notice in our progrcis fouthward. 

The Tartars give dift'erent names to the two fidcs of the Gulph, 
or Liman of Cherfon, as this Gulph wms called in the Middle Ages, 
charaifleriftic of the number of ports they contain ; the North they 
call Beche Idman, or the Cinque Ports ; and tbe- South fide, Oudsrt 
Liman, or the Fourteen P^irts. Several of thefe bafins are capacious 
and fafe ; one, in particular, is not only extremely large, but lo deep 
that a Ihip of the line can come up clofe to the quay, while Ihc is 
complcatly hidden-by the high rocks,^ and as fecure from florins as 
in a wet dock, 

Wc were Ihowm fome iron rings at a confiderable height in the 
rocks, which tradition fays once ferved to faften fliips. This, if 
true, would prove that the Euxine was once much higher than at 
prefent, and lend us to give credit to the accounts of the antients 
relative to its burfling a palTagc through the Thracian Bofphorus, 
and falling to the level of the Mediterranean. 

Diodorus Siculus tells us, for example, in his 5th book, that the 
Samothracians (inhabitants of the ifland of that name at the en- 
trance of the Hcllefpont) Complain, that befides the univerfal deluge, 
by which they fuffered in common with others, they were afflicted 
by two others peculiar to themfelves ; firft, Avhen the mouth of the 
Ciancs’* burfl open ; and, next, when the waters of the Euxine 

^ Cianes was the antlent name for the Thracian Bofphorus, an appellation which it received 
from two rocks culled the Ctnnesy or rather two fmall iilamls in the Black Sea, at the very entrance 
of the Bolphoms ; which, althouj^h extiuguifrird for many age<t, were declared by tlic Argonauts 
to have been flaming volcSmocs when they paiVed on their expedition to Colchis, 
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broke through the entrance of the Hellefpont, on the fca of Mar- 
mora becoming too full. This local deluge he explains in the 
following manner : 

“ The Euxinc (Black Sea), being fhut up on all fidcs like a lake, 
“ while a number of large rivers were conftantly pouring their 
“ waters into it, became at laft fo full as to force jtlelf a paffage 
“ through the Thracian Bofphorus into the Propontis (fea of 
“ Marmora) ; and when that little lake could hold no more, it 
“ again burft through the Hellefpont, and laid undo; water, not 
“ only many of the plains of Samothracia, but even a part of Afia,” 
or, as we call it now, Afia Minor. 

The fact here related by the antients I lhall have a farther oppor- 
tunity of confirming in the conrfe of our : Tour through the Tau- 
rida ; independent of the iron rings of Sebaftapol, which at pre- 
fent demand our attention, and which, indeed, brought the circum- 
ftance to memory. 

The new city is feated, ifi form of an amphitheatre, on the fide 
of a hill, which divides two of its fine bafins, one of which ferves 
for the port, and the other for performing quarantine ; a precaution 
very neceffary to guard againft the plague when a direcSt commimi- 
cation with Conftantinople is kept open. 

The old Tartar houfes here, as well as every where elfe in the 
peninfula, are fmall and ill-built ; but we find along the quay fomc 
new buildings in a much better tafte, the natural confequence of 
its being the ftation of the great Euxine fleet, and, of courfc, the 
chief refidence of the flag and other navjtl officers ; although the 
Commander in Chief, Admiral MordwinolF, lives in Nicolayef on 
account of tl>c Board of Admiralty being eftabliflied there (fub- 
fervient to the great General Board of St. Peterffiurg), at the head 
of which he prefides. 

The fleet of large fliips lying in this port, and the flotilla, for 
the reception of which its able commander. Admiral Ribas, is con- 
ftru6ling the fortified port of Odefla, mentioned in a former letter, 

conftitutes 
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conftitutes the naval force of the Euxine ; and we have feen by the 
refult of lafl war, that it is fully adequate to vanquifh that of the 
Turks, which, although ftrong in fliips, is weak in naval (kill. 

The Ruffian navy, however, will be well entitled to rank high, and 
even to give laws to the Euxine, when its eftablifhment (hall be com- 
plete, which is fettled at 15 (hips of the line and 20 frigates, befide 
the ncceflary complement of fmallcr velTcls of war to attend it ; in- 
deed, even the force that we found here is very re(pe6fable for 
(uch a (ca, viz. — three (hips from 80 to 90 guns; fix from 70 to 
76 ; one of 54. ; eleven from 40 to 48 ; jo bombs, (ire-lhips, (loops 
of war, &c. ; independent of the flotilla, which confifts of at leaft 
200 velfcls of one kind or other, fuch as chebeks, gun-boats, gallies, 
&:c. lying at Nicolayef aijd Odeifa, or Adjibay. 

I cannot quit this curious port without mentioning, that Dr. 
Pallas fays he obferved (everal of its rocks corroded, and even 
honeycombed, by nt/re ^ a curious phenomenon, which, if founded, 
will account for the number of bafins (cooped as it were out of 
both Tides of this gulph ; while the abundance of that warlike fait 
in the peninfula (for it prevails in great quantity, not only in the 
cells of the calcareous excavated hills, but in the Tartar kurgans, 
or conic tombs, raifed with vegetable alhes) will, in all probability, 
be fufficient to keep for ever at a diftance its late barbarous mailers, 
the ignorant Turks ; at leaft while they (purn all modern improve- 
ments in the military art. 

That the return of my health may foon lelTen the diftance between 
me and my family, is the prayer with which I finilh this letter, 
and mod of my others, although not fo openly expreffed by 

. Yours, &c. 


LETTER 



(, »« ) 


LETTER XXVm. * 


Prom the Ruins of the Taunc Cherfon. 

r . 

After feeing every thing interefting at Sebaftapol, \vc were 
anxious to vifit the ruins of the antient Greek city of Cherfon, 
which you may eafily fuppofe can..be at no great dirtance, when I 
tell you that the very port deferibed in my laft letter was formerly 
the crowded harbour of this once-flonrilhing mart of E.uxinc trade, 
inhabited by a powerful and commercial people, who pofTelfed 
what the ancients called the Cherfonefus Herac/ea, or peninfula of 
Hcraclea, formed by the gulph of ScbaRapol, and the port of 
Balaklava, which, with the aid of a little rivulet, (polTibly in its 
origin an artificial canal cut for the purpofe) a<Slua4Iy infulatcs this 
angle, and feparates the fmall Cherfonefus Hcraclea from the larger 
Cherfonefus Taurica, as the antients called the peninfula when 
mentioned in toto, including the two fraaller, Heraclca and Kerch. 

I am convinced, from viewing with attention this little detached 
portion, that the name of Criu Motopon, or Ramhcad, which mo- 
dern geographers only apply to the moft Eafterly cape or promon- 
tory of it, was applied by the antients to the whole of the diminu- 
tive peninfula ; which, in fa<Sl, is not unlike the head of a ram, 
when well laid down on a good map. 

Cherfon was founded by a colony from fleraclea, on the oppof^te 
coaft of Afia Minor, who added the name of the mother country to 

this 
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this Taurlc city; and, if we arc to judge of its extent from, its 
mills and-^antient pavements, &c. now. moftly torn up, tfiough 
ftill to be traced, it mnft have been very great. 

Nothing can facilitate the dcfl.ru6lion of any ajptient city fo much 
as building a new one near it ; and this has been fo much the cafe 
with the Grecian Cherfon, that many remains of antique edifices 
feen within thefe ao years, by fcvcral people whom I have fpoken 
with, have been fwallowcd up fmcc by Ruffian Scbaflapol, to the 
great regret of the curious traveller who now vifits the defolate 
and abipidoncd fpot, although he muff: be more of an antiquary 
than a philofopher captioufly to declaim againft the continual re- 
volution of the fame matter into new forms, which he fees con- 
ftantly going on in (he iiniyerfc around him ; nay, even weourfelvcs 
live by the dccompofitiorf of organifed bodies that have preceded 

us, and that now manure the foil to furnilh us with both animal and 

- ' ' '' 

vegetable food. 

However, even the labourers whp thus profane the revered works 
of antiquity have not been fruitlefsly employed for the virtuofo, as 
they have dug up a number of aatient Greek and Roman medals 
(fomc of them highly curious “) from the ruins of Cherfon, and 
the other Tauric remains of antiquity. 

While the Greeks remained matters of the Tauric commerce, the 
city of Cherfon feems to have pfeferved the firft rank in the penin- 
fula, although often difputcd by Panticapeum (now Kerch), tl)e 
ckpital of the Bofphorus. < 

In the conqueff: of the Taurida by Mithridates the Great, King of 
Pontus, in the fecond century before Chrift, that monarch met with 
the greateft rcfiftancc from Scllurus, tyrant of ^the- little peninfula 
of Cherfonefus, who, with his 8a ions, according to 

Apollonius, or his 50 according to Strabo, made a vigorous defence. 


All the T^iuric nirvhiU, momirtjcnU, iiifcriptiotw, A'C. that h^ve come to the Editor’s know- 
ledge, or were colledr^cd there by the fair Traveller, arc gi>eii eitlicr in thcTour or the Supplement. 

It 
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HiTtSf hownvcf, to UttU purpofe ; for Mtthri^tes, highly eitpert 
in the art of war, for his a^, as the Romans felt 30 years to theit 
coft, took Seilurus’s tl^e forts, Palacium, Cafam, and Neapolis**, 
^ hkewile thd famous wall, ftrengthened with turrets, built by the 
Heracleans acrofs the ifthmus, of 40 ftades according to Strabo ; a 
work impregnable till then ; and he exterminated the whole family 
of the Cherfon tyrant, although he had Ihortly before treated witlr 
the grcatefl mildneft Pwrifades the 111. King of Bofphorus. 

Diophantes, General of Mithridates, who led this conquering' 
army, feems to have known the full value of his conqueft, by the 
trouble he took to feoure it to an enlightened mafter who cheriflied 
commerce. His firli care was, to put the little peninfula out of all 
danger of afutprife (as probably great wdalth was lodged there), 
not only by repairing the famous wall, but by adding to it a new fort 
whiclv he called Ctenuntus^ built at the bottom of a golph, on 
one fide of the city of Cherfon, where there Whs a pool of fait water 
and fait works; a pofition that pcrfedlly anfwera to that of inker* 
man, at the bottom of the gulph of Sebaftapo), formerly that of 
Cherfon. 

We are told, that Diophantes likewife raifed fortifications on the 
promontory to the South Eaft of the port, which he joined to the 
old wall by a new one ; and, laRIy, fecured Cherfon from attacks 
by fea, aS he had already done by land, with a boom, or chain, 
laid acrofs the entrance of the little gulph fo often mentioned, now 
the port of Sebaftapol. 

The general next turned his attention to ftrengthening the 
three forts mentioned above, which feem to have ferved to keep in 
fubje^tion the part of •the Taurida that belonged to the little Rate 
of Cherfon ; while they were probably alfo a kind of outpofts, to 
amufe the Scythian army on their way down to attack the peninfula 

^ Palacium^ wai prolMbly BatcheTerai^ whil^l CaJUm Rppean to hare been Thcodocia^ and 
Neapolis Eupatoria, . 

O of 
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of HcracUa, and give tM Greeks itiiW tO p(UtiihefirtWofl;«lrft&W^. 
i\i a pofture of deftince. ' ’ ’- ■ ■* '■ " ’ 

P^lacium is faid to have flood to the N^rth Eaft* of -CherfoW/ 
Cqfum to the South Eafl, and NeafoUs to the North :WWl; the 
latter of which he rebuilt, or enlarged, and named it Eupatoria, 
after the cognptneaof Mithrrdateii who was called Eupator, or 
the Ulujirious, ' ? . 

Diophantes feems next to' have marched on to the Wefl, in order 
to fubduc the refl of the Greek colonics fituated on the (horcs of the 
Euxine, and the rivers falling into it; and during his progrefs 
through the country that we have fo lately fraverfed in our way 
hither, he evinced, as Strabo juftly remarks, the point of fuperiority' 
and difcipliae to which Mithridates had then brought his troops ; 
as this able general defeated an army of 50,000 Scythians, with 
only one phalanx, and proceeded on his march without more in* 
terruptioni as far as th§ Dniefler, or Tyras of the antients ; fo that 
Mithridates, it appears;, once poflefled the very territories now be- 
longing to this empire, from the Dniefter to the Cuban : a curious 
hiftorical fa£l:, with which 1 (hall finifh my letter, and bid yoU' 
adieu till to*marrow.- v 


LETTER 



( M ) 


LETTER XXaX. 


the fame Ruins, 

;I TAKE it for granted, that you^wifti ma to continue thf hiftory of 
th^famoua Greek- city ; and in that belief 1 ihall fxurfue'my ti^uiry, 
by telling you, that the Romans, as conquerors of Mithridates, be- 
l»me of couife fovereign lords of the Taurida, although they per# 
mitted his parricide ion Pharnaces, as their creature, to reign there 
for fome time, till his double treafon was puniihed by Julius Caefar, 
came, favj, and conquered him. They afterwards permitted the 
country to be gqs'erned by tributary princes, who moftly became 
independent by degrees, more particularly during the civil wars of 
Rome, and the calamities that followed, when the empire was at- 
tacked on alt hands by barbarians, although the warlike Emperor 
Trajan made a vi(Slorious: campaign on the Euxine, and even planted 
new Roman colonies on the Ihores of this fea, and in the Wilds of 
Scythia ; as will be noticed when I come to trace the general hiftory 
of the country, inflead of the local hiftory of the cities that we vifit 
in our Tour, my prelent occupation. 

During the Middle Ages the Tadfida continued to occupy a dif- 
tingu'ftied ftation ; more particularly the famous city, of which we 
are now examining the vaft ruins; as we find, that it was in Cher- 
fon where the Emperor Theophilus placed his feat of government 
for Kbatmria, (or Kozaria in Rufs) as the peninfula was then 

O 2 called 



100 A TOUR TIIROirGH THE TAURIDA, &c. 

callied by the Greeks, from a race of Huns of that name, accord* 
ing to Procopius, the hiftorian ; although M. de Guignes thinks 
it was a horde of Turks, who poured down from the Caucafus in 
the fifth century, and gave their name to the Taurida, as they had 
before done to the Cafpian, then called the fca of Kazaria. 

Our next information relative to this city is from the Greek 
Emperor Conftantinus Porphyrogenitus, who in the joth century 
wrote an excellent account of all the countries under his feeptre. 

He tells us, in his 55d chapter, that the Taurida (then ftill 
called Kazaria) was divided between two powerful people, the 
Cherfonites and Bofphorites ; the firft evidently in allegiance to his 
empire, from the ample information that he gives us concerning 
them ; while his comparative fllence relative to the Bofphorus 
leads^to a fufpicion, that that antient kingdom w’as become 
dependent of the throne of Confiantinople. 

Fird, we learn from him, that Cherfon was governed by a chief 
inagiftrate called the Protevon of the city whofe council were 
named the fathers of it ; but the Emperor afterwards fent Pretors 
to govern Cherfon in their name (indead of the antient municipal 
ftiagidrates), the firft of whom was named Petrones. Secondly^ 
he informs us, that they were continually at war with the BoC> 
phorites, their rivals in commerce and power (whom I (hall men- 
tion when wc come to their antient capital, Kerch, on the Cim- 
merian Bofphorus ’*) ; and he even gives a flight (ketch of their 

The learned profdlbr Schlx^zer^ in his profound diOertation, diows, from Byzantine 
aulhoiiiy, that there cxided in tbclhaurida a people called Ruffls, who joined Otkold’i army to 
attack Conftaniinoplf ; and the Bertinian annals talk of the Ruffians 23 years before 86a, when 
Ruriu was culled to Novogorod. I'hey fpoke a language diftcrent from the Scla>oiuan ; for Con* 
Ilantinc rorphyrogenitus has preferved the names of the Poroges, or falls of the Dnieper, in both 
languages. See niy Xlth Letter, Tlie RuflTei were of the fame origin as tlic Kozares, or Chat- 
zaiYs as tlie Greeks called them ; for the Oriental authors tell us, that Kufs and Chatzar were 
brothers, or that tlic two people I'prung from the fame Rock, 

Probably when it became a republic, after the death of SeiJunui# its lad tyrant, as the Greeks 
called thefe petty kings, though it has dnee become an opprobrious term for an op^dbr. 

Utter LI. Arc. 

military 
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military exploits, which I (hall referve for another letter ; repeating 
here, what I have hinted before, that it is difficult bhth to range 
about and write much on the fame day, in foch favourite fpots as 
draw all our attention, either from what they are at prefent, or 
what they have been^in their antient ftate of fallen fplendour. 

So adieu. 

• 

I muft add by way of Poftfeript, that I faw this day a mod 
beautiful gold medal of the elder Philip of Macedon, dug up 
from the ruins of Cherfon, and purchafed of the foldi.r who 
found it for two roubles, not the 20th part of its value ! 
The work of the head on the obverfe is exquifite ; but the tri- 
umphal car and horfes on the reverfe^ with which he has juft 
gained the prize at the Olympic gahnes, is rather inferior ; 
below the car is his name in Greek. 


LETTER XXX. 


/Vmi thM Ruins of the Tauric Cherjbn, 


The Imperial writer begins his account of the exploits of the 
Cherfonites by faying, that in the reign of Dioclefian, the Bof- 
phorites having advanced an army into the antient kingdom of 
Colchis, under the command of a general named Crifeon, even as 
far as the Halys of antiquity ^bow Kifilermak, or Red River), Con- 
ftantinc, who afterwards modijted the throne, being fent againft 
them, and finding fome difficulty in oppofmg their progrefs, en- 
gaged 
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gtt|;cd the Cherfonites 'to make a diverfion in his favour; which 
they did^oefTe^tually, as to take thea: capital Bofphorus, now Kerch^ 
and keep it till they made their peace with ConRantino{)1e. 

He adds, that this event happened in the Protevonlhip of Chrif- 
tus, fon of Papias. The fame Conftantine, when invefted with 
the imperial purple, employed them again in the Protevonlhip of 
Diogenus, to Inake an attack on the hordes of the little Scythia, 
and beftowed on them feveral privileges for that fecond fervice. 

During the Protevonlhip of Byfus, fon of Su;>olichus, the noble 
hiftorian not only makes them defeat their old rivals, but even 
confine them, by a treaty of peace, not to pafs by force of arms 
the city of Theodocia, or Caffa, which they made the Weftern 
boundary of the kingdom of Bofphorus ; and it feems to have 
remained fuch in the Writer’s own time, as he exprefsly tells us, 
that they were then reftrifted to 40 miles weft of their capital 
Bofphorus, as the antient Panticapeos was new- named ; a diftance 
that exaiftly reaches to Theodocia, deftined to be afterwards the 
great emporium of the Buxine under the name of Caffa, and to 
fvvallow up the trade and confequenCe of Cherfon, and of all the 
other cities in the Taurida.- 

The lad remarkable anecdote that he gives us refpe»fting the hif- 
tory of thefe ruins relates to a confpiracy of the Boiphorites to 
dedroy Cherfon, long before the hand of time, and the ftill ruder 
hand of man, had done it fo effe6lually ; and they had a6lually 
found means to introduce a number of men fecrctly into the city, 
when the plot was difeovered by a girl named Gycia*', to whom 
her grateful countrymen ere6led a ftatue, and engraved her name 
on the pedcftal, with an account of the important fervice that (he 
had rendered to the date. « 

^ Love faved Cherfon on this occR^on, as it hai|{|P^n faved other cities j for it was the anxietj 
of a Bofphorite lover to exempt Gycia from ihc geue^ danger, that made him difeover to her the 
plot in which be was engaged, ‘ ^ 


Wc 
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^^Uytfarther learlit tat^^xantind ftjsft Cfe< ^ot) y M 

HMtdy fitlkn to yecS^'rhaS^t 'was rSftor ?3 ; 

and'' that the cruel tyraut Juttinian the Second, having been de- 
pofdd) ¥ind unfortunately (hut up in a monadery of Cherfon by 
his fucceflTor Leonjius, in 697, made his efcape to the Gbagan or 
Chah*of the Knzares, then mafters of the Taurida, who gan^c liim 
bk daughter Theodor'a in marriage; an alliance ^nd proteftiotl 
which probably engaged Trelwlis, King of Bulgaria, at thc licad 
of a great army, ta fcplacc him oih'the thaonc of Condantinoplc. 
Then it vvas that the revengeful Juflinlan, under a pretence that 
the Cherfonites w^erc leagued with the ufurper Leontius (who, in 
turn, had his nofe cut off, and was (hut up in a monaftcry, exadlly 
as Juftinian himfelf had been ferved), fent a powerful fleet and 
army to exterminate indifcrirRinately the inhabitants of the Taurida ; 
which they were executing without remorfe, when riie Chan of the 
Kozares, included in the bloody profeription from a fimilar fufpicion, 
although the tyrant was married to his daughter, came to the affifl:- 
ance of the unfortunate Greeks, and, in conjunclioa wi'h them, 
beat the exterminating army, and proclaimed Philippiens Emperor, 
who happened to be in Cherfon at the time. 'I he remains of the 
imperial troops heartily joinedpMn this nomination, as well ns in 
placing him on the throne of Conilantinoplc ; and they afterwards 
brought'him the head of the fugitive Juftinian, who had Ihut him- 
felf up in the city of Sinope, in Paphlagonia. 

Thus was Cherfon faved from the rage of a bloody tyrant fin 
the modern, not the antient fenfe of the word) ; and his (uccciTor 
renewed the annual fubfidy that had been paid to them, as 
auxiliaries of .tilie Rqman empire, cvcrfincc the reigns of Dicclc- 
fian and Valcns; confiding of bow-ftrings, iron, oil, wood for 
war-engines, and provifions for 1000 men, w'ith 10 pounds of 
gold, now raifed to 12 on the renew'al of the treaty. 

I find little more relative to this famoiKlsCity, except (hat a bifhop, 
•named Richardi- in the 14th century built a church here, dedicated 

to 
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to 3Hint Clement the Martyr ; unkfs. I were to place in the 'Eauric 
ClietlQ!»^«'lhe baptifm of Wfodirolr tIBle Great, the lirfl; chriftnn 
prince of Rulfia, which I fhall fpeak of in another city of the pen* 
infula, where the authorities that 1 follow fix it, in contradi^oi^ 
to thofe who would have it placed here. 

We now purpofe vifiting the romantic Greek monaftery of ft. 
George, and the famous temple of the Tauric Diann, or rather the 
fpot where it; once Hood, but which will ftill fumifli mfe with an 
int^refting letter, or 1 ana fure that you will be a&iruch diiappointed 
as Yours, &c. 


LETTER XXXI. 


WJW the Greek Mon ({fiery of St* Oevrgr. 

The mpnallery of St. George is a peaceful and quiet retreat, noMr 
only inhabited by five Greek monks. It is delightfully fituated on 
the moft Eaftcrly promontory of the little Cherfonefus Heraclea 
(which forms one fide of the port of Balaklava), the Criu Moto-' 
pon of modern geographers, as faid before ; for 1 believe it was the 
whole little peninfula to which the antients gav^ that fanciful name, 
from its rcfemblance to a ram’s head, when laid down on a map. 

The monks fubfill on the charity of the inhabitants, and the pro- 
duce of a pretty garden which they cultivate with tlieir own hands 
in the bofom of their romantic rocks ; dividing their time mofl 
judicioufly between prayer and labour ; convinced that the laft. 

does 
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4o?& not render the firft lefe acceptable to the Sopreme Being ; and 
fufcly^thefe fenfiblo men muftretairn to their facred duty with more 
vigorous minds than many of their dofing brethren in other parts 
of the world» and be lefs troubled with vifions, and other infirmi- 
ties of human nature, both moral and phyfical, which have but 
too often thrown a ridicule on a very ufefu! afylum, not only for 
men in certain cafes, but likew^ for helplefs womert advanced in 
age, in the true fpirit of the. wife regulations of Catherine II. of 
Ruflla, who permits any one tlaat pleafos to take the veil after Ihe 
has pafled the age of child-bearing, but reftrains the fair fex from 
abandoning fociety fo long as they can contribute to the incrcafe 
of it. 

What a contrail does this fage law of Catherine form with the 
late conduct of a nation which certainly held itfelf much iupc* 
rior in policy and poliih to this rifing empire ! Will it be believed, 
that while Ruflla was offering a willing afylum to helplefs women 
paft the power of benefiting fociety, France was ignominioufly 
fcourging with rods, at the end of the iflth century, and in the 
name of liberty and reafon, the fame defeription of females, to make 
them leave it ? 

The Ruflians, ever fince they came into pofleflion of the Taurida, 
feem to have confidcrcd this corivent as placed on the feite of the 
antient temple of the Tauric Diana (better known by the name 
of her prieftefs Iphigcnia, from her ftory having become the theme 
of the tragic mufe) ; till Dr. Pallas, in his late tour through the 
peninfula, before he fettled in it, difeovered, that another Ccipe, a 
little the Weftward of Criu Motopon, on which the convent 
(lands, not only anfwered exactly to Strabo's defeription, but even 
bears ftill the name of Panheniunh the very fame by which the 
Roman geographer denominated the promontory on which the 
temple of Diana flood in his days. 

However, as I have too much refpcfl for your Englifh tutelar 
faint (St. George), to fliut him jup in the fame letter with a couple 

P of 
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of fair Pagans, I fhall referve Diana and Iphigenia for nay next, 
and in the mean time bid you adieu. 

P. S. I had forgotten to tell you, that the fituation of this convent 
is moft charmingly romantic, and the view from it one of tho 
fineft and^moft delightful in the world. The cells and chapel 
are cut out of the living rock, while its garden produces not 
only plenty of excellent pot-herbs, but a variety of fine flowers 
and delicious fruits. In fhort, my good friend, if ever I turn 
nun, it will be in fuch a fpot as the convent of St. George ; 
and remember, that in the Ruffian dominions neither man nor 
woman is rejeflcd for having lived in the bonds of holy 
wedlock. * 


LETTER XXXir. 


From Tcmplt of the Taurie Diana* 

r S.^lD in my laft, that Dr. Pallas found the promontory f little 
to the Weft of the convent not only ftill called Parthenium, but 
likewifc anfwering to Strabo’s defeription A'Jhich it does in the 
following circumftances. 

Firft, he perceived the under part of the proJefUng rock cot out 
into an arch by the conftant adlion of the feat exaftly as Strabo 
delbribes the promontory of Parthenium to have been in histirae* 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, he found the fpacc leading up from the arch to the 
top of the rock, cut into fteps, exactly according to Strabo. 

Laftly, he found on its fummit, prccifcly where Strabo fays the 
temple Rood, fome few remains of a ruined antient building. 

The above curious information, communicated to me by the 
learned naturalift before I vifited the Taurida, certainly points out 
with fingular accuracy the pofitlon of the famous temple, and only 
leaves me the agreeable talk of adding a few words on its antient 
hillory, as there are no ruins of it worth deferibing. 

H<yodotU8 (to whom I have fo often had rccoiirfc, and whom 
probably I mull Hill often cite, in a part of the world where 
he difeovers wonderful knowledge for the period of time at which 
he wrote) tells us, in his fourth book, Melpomene, that the Tau- 
rians facrificed all the unhappy Greeks that were fliipwrctked 
on their coaft, to Iphigenia, daughter of Agamemnon ; pre- 
cipitating their bodies into the fca from the rock on which her 
temple flood, after firll cutting off their heads, which they placed 
on poles (luck into the tops of their houfes, as a kind of charm 
againfl their enemies". 


The origin of the inluiman facrlfices offered to the Taurlc Diana wc find in the facrej hooks 
of the Brahmans, now laid open to Knrope by the*learncd Sir William Jones, of Bengal j wher«^ 
he has difeovered the gods of the Gixrcks and Romans, their mythology, &c. all taken from India 
originally, alihough it is polfihle that the Europrnns might have received their deities and fables at 
fccond-hand from the Egyptians, who had borrowed them from India. But lir.ar tlie learned 
Judge hirofclf upon the fuhjcd, who has tranffated the following account of the worfliip of the 
Tauric Diana from the Sanferit, a dead language for fomc thouland years path 

** Cali, the wife of Siva, the Stygian Jove of India, is the Stygian or Tauric Diana of the 
** Greeks and Romans, othcrwlfc named Hecate, and often confounded w ith Prolerpine. To this 
** black goddcl's, adorned wUli a collar of golden Jiulh in all her Indian temples, Imman lacrifices 
** were nnticntly offered, as ordered in the Vedas (the Indian hiblc) j but in the prefent age the 
** horrid facrifice of a man, a bull, and a horfe, her antient offering at the end of autumn, is 
changed for more innocent ceremonies pradifed every year by the brahmans, or prieffs, in 
Virines.’' 
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We have theil a very curious defcription of the temple itfelf, in 
a letter from Ovid, dated at Tom^, the place of his exile at the 
mouth of the Danube, and addrefled to Cotta in Rome (See his 
Triftia, Book III. Letter II.). Ovid begins it by telling Cotta, that 
he heard a citizen of Tome, born in the Cherfonefus Taurica, give, 
in a public difeourfe, an account of the tradition of his native 
country relative to the famous temple of the Tauric Diana, which 
was Rill cxifting in the fmall peninfula of Heraclca Cherfonefus when 
he left home, and Handing on columns, with 40 fteps leading up to 
it ; but that the altar of the goddefs, originally of white marble, 
was fo Rained with blood as to appear almoft black. 

The orator next accounted for the lofs of the goddefs’s-ftatue, 
long, removed from her temple, in the following manner ; 

“ On Iphigenia, prieftefs of Diana, difeovering that a couple of 
“ ftrangers fh ip wrecked on the coaft, and brought to her for 
“ facrifice, w'ere her brother Oreftes and his companion Pylades, 
“ inflead of ufing her bloody knife, fhe eloped with them, and 
“ carried off in her flight the ftatue of the goddefs.” 

I {hall only add to this information given us by the unhappy 
Roman bard, that we are further told, it was Oreftes who, having 
fled to Heraclea on the oppofite coaft of Afia Minor (now Anatolia), 
led a colony of his countrymen, the Greeks, to take polTeffion of 
the little Cherfonefus, which he had thus accidentally difeovered 
poffibly to be revenged on the barbarous Tauriaus. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIIL 


Maklava, iU Portni‘Symhohn of Stralo* 


W E next vifited the town of Balak.lava» the Urbs Climatum of 
Conftantinus Porphyrogenitus, now reduced to about 400 houfes, 
principally inhabited by a colony of Albanians, who, in flying 
hither from Ottoman tyranny at the end of*thc former war, in which 
they had taken an a£i:ive part in favour of Ruflia, feem to have 
fulfllled the old faying of Jailing oh Charybdis in avoiding Scylla ; 
for, alas I they have fettled in the moft unhealthy fpot of all the 
Taurida, which has reduced 3000, the original number, to about 
1500; and it is really diftrefling to hear the furvivors lament the 
unhappy fate of their friends and relations, cut off by an unknown 
enemy, which pours out death and difeafe from a hidden fource ; 
which all are equally expofed to, although perfons born on the fpot 
refill it much better than their p&rcnts,, the firft fettlcrs, who have 
futfered fo much ; and Hill even this fecond generation has but a 
fickly look. The deadly vapour fo deflruilive here leems to be a 
putrid marlh miafma, the fame pclliferous blaft that chafed the 
hardy Ruffian troops from the modern Cherfon, and which will foon 
put to flight, or lay in the grave, the little French colony of no- 
blemen planted on the banks of the Dnieper. 

The port of Balaklava, tjie Portus Symbolon of Strabo, is one of 
the moll curious and fnug bafins in the w orld ; being furrounded with 
mountains in Inch a manner as to be compleatly guarded againll 
every wind that blows ; while the mouth of it anfwers. perledlly 

well 
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well to the name given it by Ptolemy, of Bora: Antrum; as, in fail;, 
it looks more like the mouth of a cave than a harbour, not only 
on account of its nnrrownefs, but from its oblique direftion be- 
tween two high rocks, which prevents your feeing the bafm till you 
have aiftually entered it, and requires much care and dexterity in 
turning into it. ... 

Thcfe advanfcigcs made this port for many ages the conftant refort 
of the Eiixinc pirates, once fo numerous ; and I could alinoft 
hazard a conje6turc, that its antient name of Portus Symbolon 
took origin in the nefarious agreements and contradls entered into 
here, for the purpofe of piracy, or in felling as flaves their unhappy 
captives, as it was in Balaklava that they were always difpofed of to 
the beft bidder. However, all its natural advantages have not pre- 
ferved its antient trade. To highly flourifhing for many years after 
the extermination of the pirates, more particularly during the 
Genoefc fway in the Taurida ; for it is now entirely put an end to, 
by a chain laid acrofs the narrow mouth of the harbour, to prevent, 
as wc were told, the danger of introducing the plague with con- 
traband goods run in here, without the poflibility of avoiding it, in 
any other way, by all the vigilance of the Cuftom-houfe ; fo that the 
inhabitants of Balaklava are now cut oft' from all external refource ; 
a privation little calculated to lighten the weight of their domeftic 
calamity above mentioned as aifailing them on land. 

The caufc of the extraordinary phenomenon, of putrid marPi 
miafma arifing from a fca port which, of courfc, mufl: be fuppofed 
filled with fait water, muft certainly excite the curiofity of all phy- 
ficians in both the French and Englilh fenfe of the term ; and there- 
fore I lhall endeavour to give what appear to me probable rcafons 
for fo uncommon a circumftancc. Firft, a froall rivulet is con- 
tinually pouring frefh water, charged with vegetable matter, into a 
diftant ftagnant corner of the harbour, choked up with fea weed, 
gradually driven in by the wind from the Buxine, while there is no 
ebb and flow in t^iis fea to carry it out again. Secondly, the oblique 

pofition 
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pofition of the entrance of this land-locked bafiii, prevents the 
Euxinc, even when tempefthmis, as it often is, froiif'flovslng'in 
with fufficient force to agitate the water and keep it fweet. 

Thefe caufes produce a real marjh in the farther extremity of the 
harbour; which, putrifying during the fummerheat, 'ends forth an 
invincible ftream of putrid marlh miafma, ever dangerous and de- 
ftruftive in all parts of the world, by the remittent fever which 
it excites. Such appears to me to be the real caufc of the re- 
markable infalubrity of Balaklava, which has fo long piraled the 
inhabitants to account for ; and if it fliould be objedlcd, that the 
fame caufes muft ahva'S have produced the fame cffeifts in every 
age, while we know that this town was once highly flourilhing and' 
populous; I will anfwcr, that the conclufion is not juft, although 
the faift is true ; for, when the country was well peopled, the pre- 
fent fource of difeafe and d'eath would be rendered, on the contrary, 
fubfervient to the health and life of man, by employing the annual 
fupply of vegetable matter thus accumulated in a corner of the har- 
bour to the purpofes of agriculture ; although at prefent it feems a 
talk to which the number and force of the Albanian colony is inade- 
quate ; more efpccially as wc remarked that they have military 
duty to perform ; for we faw their able-bodied men regimented, 
and under arms, at the very time when the ftagnant pool was in its 
moft foetid unhealthy ftate from the heat of fummer, and when the 
accumulated vegetable matter ought to have been already fpread on 
the tilled lands. 

On the mountain to the right, as you enter this port from the 
fea, you difeover the ruins of a Genoefe fort, the works of which,, 
running all round the. brow of the hill, feem to have been of luch 
extent as to contain a fmall town within it. This out- work, or 
fortified wall, was once defended by twelve or thirteen turrets, 
three of which arc much larger than the reft ; more particularly 
oue^ which feems to have been a fccond fort of itfelf. 


This 
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This antient tower ftands on a fort of oval bafis, in the centre 
of Which is a cittern, contrived in fuch a manner as to receive rain 
water from fcveral floping roofs, by means of tile conduits ; and, 
as the mouth of the cittern is within the tower, the garrifon in 
time of a fiege mutt have been fupplied from the clouds with this 
ncceflary fluid ; fo that I have no doubt but the Genoefe made an 
obftinatc defeflee here, againtt the whole power of the Kozarcs, be- 
fore they were dittodged from this and their other ftrong holds in 
the Taurida, and compelled to concentrate their whole force in the 
impregnable town of CafFa (impregnable, at Icaft, againtt; Tartar 
attacks by land), as we (hall fee, in the hiftory of that city, that 
they were at laft obliged to do. 

This mountain fort, probably placed on the feite of the antient 
Greek city of Klimatumymuft in all ages have been a place of refuge 
for the merchants and their goods, who probably left the open 
lower town on the appearance of an enemy, for the protection of 
the fortified city on the hill. 

I (hall finilh my remarks on Balaklava with obferving, that the 
high hills which form its port, with fome others in the neigh- 
bourhood, feera to have conftituted the Mons Trapezius of the 
Antients. 

We returned this evening to Sebattapol, whence I write, and 
which we propofc fliall be ttill our head-quarters every evening, till 
we have made little excurfions to what more is worth feeing in this 
i\cighbourhood ; althohgh I am told that to-morrow a. view of the 
ruins of Inkernian, fituatcd at the bottom of the little gulph of 
Cherfon, now Sebattapol, will finilh our furvey of this fpot : — till 
then adieu ! and, pray make intereft with the Saints whom we are to 
vifit to-morrow in their rocky niches, that tlwy may prevent a flip 
in climbing up to them, and thus preferve the limbs of your wan- 
dering fpoufe, hi. G. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


Fr(m the Ruins of hkerviaiu 


Jn rowing along the gulph or port of Scbaftapol, on our way to 
Inkernian, fituated at the farther extremity of it, towards the 
antient Cherfon, we were fo much occupied in admiring the fine 
woody hills on either fide, that we were arrived at the bottom, and 
had even entered the pretty little rivulet that leads to the valley of 
Inkerman, without perceiving it, till the green banks that now 
feemed to clofe upon us on a fudden, and confine our courfc, drew 
our attention, and made us remark where we were. 

We landed at the foot of the high rocky mountain on which 
the city of Inkerman, at prefent in rums, once ftood ; which I think 
was antiently the Ctenuntus of antiquity, built by Diophantes, 
Mithridates’ general, to ftrengthen the faqious Heraclean wall. 

Before you reach thefe ruins, however, another curious objc£l 
attradts your notice ; viz. a monaftcry cut out of the rock ; and to 
this we firft mounted by a ftair-cafe, once, probably, fafe enough, 
but at prefent a very dangerous ladder, from the perilhable nature 
of the done out of which it is hewn ; fo that we crept rather than 
walked, up to fome mouldering cells ; and next to a chapel of 
large fize cut out of the rock, with much art, into an elliptical form, 
with fculptured pillars of no indifferent workmanihip : a wonderful 
effort of human ingenuity and patience, cfpecially as W9 perceived 
on the rocky walls feveral figures in baflb relievo ; though thefe latter 

0 were 
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were much injured by the dccompofition of the ftone ; for even rocks 
muft yield to time, which is conftantly obliterating fonie feature or 
other of thefe holy objects of chriftian veneration. 

A third flight of fteps led us up, through the vault of one of the 
cells, to the ruins of the ancient fortified town or citadel on the top 
of the mountain ; which muft once have been •of great fize and 
ftrength, judging from the ground that it ftdl covers. Its amazing 
height, on an almoft perpendicular rock, muft have preferved it in 
lafcty before the ufe of gunpowder ; as no milTilc weapon could 
fiircly reach it; vvhde even a finall (lone, throwm down from 
luch a height, muft have done execution among the befiegess 
below. 

Here, during the middle ages, was placed the feat of govera- 
ment for the principality of T'Zifei/or/.i (as this city was then call^d^ 
which cxifled as a feparatc, though tributary (late, till the 
hometan conqueft in the 1 6 th century ; like the principality of 
(lothiu already mentioned ; and both, probably, from the fame 
caufe, their impregnable fituation in the mountains. 

No author that 1 have met with tells us of what nad£i{kthe in- 
habitants of this principality were; although I thWIl thatapalTage 
of the valuable w'ork (b often quoted, as ha.ing been written by the 
Greek Emperor Conllantinus Porphyrogenitus, throws fome light 
on the fubjedl, and points them out to have beito TcherkeJfeSy which 
we Eurppeans, according to our ufual and ^iculous cuftom of , 
murdering foreign names, have called CircalTians. The Emperor 
informs us, that a body of Cabardianl cherkeflTes, a people of the 
Ko zar race, having quarrelled w'ith the reft of their horde in the 
Caucafus, retired to their countrymen in Kozafia (i. e. the Taurida), 
whom he calls T urks'^, and Icttled on the confines of the Cherfonite, 

'IheCirreks, Pcrfi.ins, and mod of the oriental writers, even the noble Tartar hi ftorian 
Abiilgafi, u'c the word Turk as a gfMieric name for all the race of Tartars: although the Euro- 
peans apply it only to the Ottoman horde of that nation > and it is in following tbefe au- 
thorities, tliat the leutrned M. dc Guignes calls the Kozarcs Turks, which meant Tartars 
in Europe. * * 

a pofition 



A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, &c. 115 

a pofition which agrees exactly with this place, efpecially when we 
confider that the proper name of this ruined city is Tcherktfs Kermqtiy 
(although called Inkennan in the language of the Mongul or Crim 
Tartars, who fucceeded the Kozares in the Taurida) ; and, that of 
the two rivers, or rivulets, which water this principality, one is 
named Cabarda, probably after the mother country of the lettlers, 
and the other Kerman, being the fame little river tliat we failed 
up in coming hither, and on which the city may be faid to have 
flood. 

From this fortified and excavated mountain, we defeended at Icaft 
two hundred fathoms into the charming valley of inkerman, water- 
ed by the fine rivulet juft mentioned. Here the eye is again delight- 
ed, as in fo many places of the Taurida, by a gay and fmiling land- 
fcape ; but, as even beauties may fatigue when too often deferibed, 
I fhall not lay a word of any thing that we faw here, except a little 
delicious fpring, which, ilfuing from the foot of a rock, foon hides 
its filver thread in the grafs of the valley ; as if anxious to preferve 
that welcome coolnefs which it brings with it from its grotto ; really 
an aft of fo much kindnefs, to people who have been toiling up 
and down rocks, that it would be moft ungrateful not to acknow 
ledge it here. Adieu. 




LETTER 
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LETTER XXXV. 


Fhifn the Valley of Baydafg the Tauric Arcadia. 

I DATE this letter from the lovely valley of Baydar, called by the 
natives the 'Tauric Arcadia, the Crimean Tempt, &c. and by every 
fond name that rural cnthufiafm can fuggeft to the enraptured 
vifitors of this fairy retreat. For my own part, I acknowledge 
myfclf among thofe who prefer the Tauric to thcTheflalianTcmp^^ 
even admitting the flowery deferiptions of Pliny and /Elian, without 
ill-naturedly contrafting them with thofe of Livy and Ovid ; an 
unncccflary feverity in the caufc of Baydar, whofc real beauties far 
furpafs the poetic charms of the claflic Tempe, were I even to con- 
ceal a material difference between them ; viz. that while the harlh 
and noify Peneus roars through the firft, infpiring nothing but terror, 
Baydar is watered by two gentle murmuring llreams, which excite 
pleafurc and delight. 

I thought that I had already feen every charming and every 
fportive decoration of nature in the lovely vallies of this peninfula ; 
but all are obl terated and cclipfcd at the firft glance of the paftoral 
Baydar, which well delcrves to be lung by a Theocritus, a Virgil, 
or a Thomldn ; a truth of which I am fo firmly convinced, that I 
am almoft refolved not to attempt its defeription in frigid prole. 
However, as ladies’ refolutions are not always fo fixed as the law's 

of 
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of the Medes and Perfians **, and as I really find myfelf too big 
with this arcadia to carry it any farther, I muft tell you here all 
that we faw ; and lucky you are to obtain a gliinpfe without coming 
at it, on horfeback, as we did, over dreadful precipices, which 
would frighten any thing but a Tartar horfe ; but my poney jogged 
along the rugged path as if on an Englilh turnpike-road, while I 
was glad to fhut my eyes, to avoid growing giddy in looking down 
on this Tauric elyfium. 

Can you tranl'port yourfelf, with me, into a heavenly valley, of 
an oval form, about 20 miles long, and furrounded by high moun- 
tains, covered with beautiful woods; where many kinds of wild 
fruit, mixed with odoriferous flowering fhrubs, adorn the green 
ramparts which cut off all communication with the vicious world ? 

The innocent inhabitants of this Tauric Arcadia arc not mere 
Ihepherds and fhepherdefles of the poets’ creation ; but really fuch 
in the true paftoral fenfe of the word ; many of the latter never 
were beyond their native mountains, and probably will pafs the 
remainder of their harmlefs lives without ever quitting this quiet 
and tranquil retreat. 

A number of Tartar villages arc fituatcd mod romantically in 
this fine valley. Here, you fee their ruftic cottages ftuck at it v'cre 
againd the fides of the mountains, and peeping out of hanging 
orchards ; there, out of irregular clumps of fine trees planted by 
nature on the banks of the two limpid dreams that water as they 
wind through the Tauric Temp^. In Ihort, I will tell you in one 
fentence, that you mud vifit the valley of Baydar, to feel all the 
cffeiSl: that thefe obje£ls arc calculated to produce, when animated 
by the view of flocks; diepherds, and hufbandmen, all around you ; 
the latter cultivating their fairy abode, which well repays their 

^ A late author (I forget whom) accounts raoft tatisfadorily for the aiuicnt rrputiition of 
JJelnlUjf in the laws of the Medes and Periians, by telling us, that thofc people were th© firft who 
had a written codci while other nations were governed by uncertain and floating bws. 

labour 
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labour with abundant crops, fully adequate to the few wants of 
tbefe truly paftoral Tartars. 

Would yoif believe it ? My fenfations were in fuch a train, as 
to excite an idea that the rude Tartar pipe was melodious here, which 
had fo often made me ftop my ears ^H'ewherc ; but whether this was 
not partly owing to thefe piping Ihepherds being from conftant 
pradlice better'performers, and partly to the fine echo of the moun- 
tains, returning a I’oftened found, 1 will not take upon me to de- 
termine ; but I infill: on the faft, that the rude Tartar tube of Bay- 
daf might difputc the prize, in its own delightful valley, even with 
the Bucolic pipe of Theocritus, which won the crook of Lycidas. 

It is by palling through this living landfcape that you arrive at 
the little town of Baydar#^ which has the honour of giving its name 
to the lovely valley, and has certainly nothing elfe to boafl: of ; 
however, the lovers of ruins and of conjecture may here find full 
fcopc for both, in the vaft remains of an antient ftrudlure that cover 
the ground near the modern town. I mull own, that my imagi- 
nation was inllantly at work, and my eyes diligently employed in 
fearching for fomc infeription, or other certain mark, whereby to 
difeover the pofition of one of thofe antient cities fo loofely dc* 
feribed by the Greek and Roman geographers as to elude all 
modern fcarch ; fuch as the Porofta, Poftigia, Bxum, and lluratum 
of Ptolemy, the Chavis of Strabo, and Dia of Pliny ; but all to 
no purpol’e ; as 1 foimd nothing to convince cither myfelf or any 
body elfe. 

1 muft therefore leave the ruins of Baydar juflr as wife as I came 
to them, and content myfelf with telling you what I did find ; viz. 
a little purling rill arifing from a copious fpring, which, after 
murmuring through a part of thefe antique ruinSt, as if mourning 
their fall, carries its rich tribute to the inhabitants of the new town, 
as formerly beftowed on the old, which, however, it ftill conftantly 
vifits in palTing, to teach ungrateful man never to abandon a fallen 

friend. 
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friend. Adieu, my good Sir ; and let me afTure you, that if the, 
romantic convent of St. George almoft enticed me to turn nun, the 
enchanting valley of Baydar is ftill more dangerous #fo that, if I 
do not quickly fly this fairy retreat, you muft not be furprifed at 
receiving, one of thefe days, a letter, from Maria the Tauric 
(hepherdefs. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


From Jal/a, (he DoiaUta of the Nubian geographer. 


We fet out from Baydar this morning, to vifit the remaining 
part of the South coaft of the Taurida ; travelling flovvly along it, 
all the way Eaft, to the Cimmerian Bofphorus, one of the moft 
interefting tra< 5 ls in the world, whether we confider the number of 
Greek cities that once covered this fliore, and the extenfive com- 
merce that they carried on ; or the high chain of mountains that 
border it, fupporting on their lofty tops a range of Alpine plains, 
rivalling thoie of the Spanilh Andaluha for rearing fine-woolled 
(heep; while the charming femi-circular vallies, placed along the 
foot of the chain, between it and the Euxinc, enjoy the climate 
and produ6lions of Afia Minor. When you combine with thefe 
uncommon advantages, the quantity ,of excellent fiih furnilhed by 
the fea, you will perceive the truth of my aflertion, that the Kli~ 
mata of the Greeks, the antient name of this coaft from Balaklava 
to Caffa, a fpace of only 140 verfts, muft in antient times have 

been 



12Q A TOUR THROUGjI THE TAURIDA, See. 

been of infinite value to a commercial people, till it fell into the 
hands of the ignorant Turks, who, by ftiutting the Thracian Bof- 
phorus again# the enlightened European nations, as I have before 
obferved, ruined the trade of the Taurida, the whole 

Euxinc. 

The next objedl, after Baydar, which attracted attention in our 
furvey of this •coaft, was the fitc of the antient city of Lagyra, 
which, according to the imperial hiftorian, our principal guide in 
the Middle Ages, muft have Rood near the vale of Foras, the 
of the fine range of femi-circular vallies juft mentioned, reckoning 
from Balaklava, from which we took our departure ; as the valley 
of Baydar is farther in-land among the mountains, and is not 
reckoned in the range of thc Klimata. No trace of Lagyra is now 
to be feen, although th4 Ruffian maps have preferved its name in 
that of a wharf, near the fpot where it once flood, which they 
have called Laginfky Prieften, or the wharf of Laginjky ; a very 
fingular coincidence of name, probably owing to fome Tartar 
tradition adopted by their conquerors. 

However, we made up for our difappointment in not finding the 
ruins of art, by admiring the beauties of nature, fo liberally be- 
llowed on the charming valley of Foras, adorned, like the others, 
with the richeft verdure and flowers ; while the fiopes of the moun- 
tains that form its femi-circular back (for its front is open to the 
fca) are covered with forefts of wild fruit-trees, or, in other words, 
with the gardens of the Greeks and Genoefe, fuft'ered to run wild 
in the hands of the indolent Tartars. 

Between this firft Southern valley and the next, called Alupka, 
we pafted the little village of Koutchoukoy, clofe on the Ihorc, 
rendered famous by a large tra£l of ground, undermined by 
water, running into the fea on the loth of February 1786, with 
houfes, gardens, and every thing that flood upoh it. 

Another obje(Sl that attracted notice before we reached our next 
flation, "^alta (from which 1 write), was the romantic valley of 

Alupka, 
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Alupka mentioned before, diflinguifhed by a rock of fpotted fer- 
pentinc, adorned with laurel-trees, ever green (as Pallas gallantly 
fays in his late (ketch of the Taurida) to wreath the1)row of the 
victorious and generous Catherine, who has juft given him a phi- 
lolbphic retreat in this fine country, to finilh in peace and tranejuil- 
lity his valuable works, of which his natural hiftory of this penin- 
fula will not be one of the lead important ; as, in conjun«Stion with 
this Tour, (for the fubje«Sijp arc different) it will give to Europe a 
very complete view of a long-loft country, fo famous in antient 
times, and now beginning again to attract the notice of the curious. 

Befides this laureate rock, the prominent feature of tliis lovclv 
valley, you arc again beguiled here, as at Batcheferai, with the 
fcmblance of ruins, on the firft fight of fom£ curious and romantic 
malTes of fchiftus or flaty rocks, thrown down in various forms and 
attitudes by the undermining power of water ; a phenomenon nor 
uncommon on this coaft, efpecially at Temirdai and Nikitabourouiv 
(Nikita cape), a little to the Weft of Jalta, a (pot that we palfed" 
this day ; while at other parts of this chain of mountains (for 
example, at Limena and Simeus) the rocks hang dreadfully over 
head, threatening with inftarlt death the palfing traveller ; in Ihort, 
earthquakes and water- torrents feem to have finglcd out the Tauric 
mountains as a favourite fcenc of aftion, and rendered them olijedls 
both of curiofity and inftruftion. 

I may poffibly refume tliis I'ubjedl: for a moment at another re- 
markable part of the chain ; but in the cn pajjant ftylc of a tra- 
veller ; fo as by no means to encroach on your iriend’s province, 
who, as faid above, will, 1 hope, foon publilh his valuable oblerva- 
tions in this branch ,of literature. We arrived this evening at 
Jalta ; whence I now bid you Good night ! after giving you the 
hiftory of 04ir day. 


R 


LETTER 



C *22 ) 


LETTER XXXVII. 


From Lamlatt the Lampades of Skymno.^, the Lampas of Arrian, 
and the Lolach of the Nubian geographer. 


E arrived laft nigjit, as .1 have already told you, at the little 
town of Jalta, or Yalta, the Doialita of the Nubian geographer, 
and once a port of confiderablc trade, though now a fmall infigni- 
cant place, with little remarkable, except its excellent oyfters, 
which, indeed, were a great treat to us travellers from Peterfburg, 
where we have none nearer than the North Sea, beyond the Danilh 
Sound. However, there is one obje6l here, that will fomc day or 
other, I make no doubt, attradl particular attention from the 
Ruffian government ; I mean the fine Alpine plain hinted at before, 
which lies on the tops of the mountains behind this and the other 
fmall towns that we fhall pafs in our day’s journey. It is called 
Ta'tllia, from its fituation on the two Yaellas, and flopcs gently down 
to the Northern plain ; fo as to offer a valuable fhecp-walk for the 
fine Tauric breed, pofTeffing all the advantages of the famous 
Alpine plains of Auftria ; as the Tauric, like the Spanilh fliep- 
herd, can here find the climate that his flock requires in different 
feafons, by feeding them at « greater or leffer height above the level 
of the fea, ranging from fultry heat at the bottom, to more than 
cool at the top, even during the fummer folflice ; advantages which, 
concurring with the fine breed of the animal, has produced in 

Spain 
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Spain the famous Vigonia wool ; and may in the Taurida have 
fimilar effects, provided the prickly plants, fo common in this noble 
Ihecp-walk, be carefully extirpated, particularly the Paliurus, 
which Dr. Pallas regards as the moll hurtful of all to wool-bearing 
animals, and the plant that tears oft' the greateft quantity of their 
valuable fleece. 

The next place we came to, in travelling along the coaft, was 
Ourfova, the Gourfouvita of Juftinian ; at Icall that was the name 
that he gave to the fort which he creded in this town, now 
dwindled down to an infignificant village. 

Proceeding a little farther, we reached Partenik, the Partanite of 
the noble Arabian geographer Abulfcda ; but which now only 
merits attention from having been a plafc of coiifidcrable trade 
in the eighth century. 

We alio palled the Proir.oritorium Corax of Ptolemy, a point of 
land jutting out into the Euxinc, and Ihorily aftcrwaids came' 
to the little town of l^.nnbat, the Lamp..d.;s of Skymnus, the 
Lampas of Arrian, and the Lobach of the Nubian geographer, 
now reduced to a paltry village; although it is evident, from the 
attention paid to it by lo many antient gcogr ijdu’rs, that it was once 
a place of confidcrable importance ; but, imlecd, as all tliele little 
fca-ports derived their conliqncncc from the great commerce an- 
tiently carried on from this coad, it is natural to fuppofc that they 
mult lofe it, and dwindle down to lilhing-towns, during the long 
celTation of foreign trade, under the ignorant Turk, who deprived 
the Taurida of the double blclfing which it had for fo many ages 
enjoyed, of liberty and trad'c ; for, the maritime towns feem always 
to have been confideKcd as free cities, (though paying a yearly fum 
to the fovereign of the country), from the firll fettlement of the 
Greeks, and were always inhabited by enterprizing merchants, 
equally protefted by the Kozares, Komanes, Monguls, &c. who 
all found their account in encouraging the fettlement in their do- 
minions of fuch opulent and induftrious perfons, who brought 

R 3 riches 



124 - 


A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, &c. 

riches and luxuries of all kinds to the Taurida, which, the Chans 
and Chiefs purchafed in exchange for the natural produ<£lions of 
their foil, and their prifoners of war, who were held as flaves by 
all the nations of antiquity, as by the Turks, Tartars, and Moors, 
of the prefent day. 

The laft objedl of attention that we met with this day was in 
our laft ftage,*from Lambat to Alufchta, where we are to pafs the 
night, and where I am fo ready for repofe, after fcribbling thus far, 
that I (hall • take my leave, without any apology for raifing un- 
fatisfied curiofity ; that wcaknefs, you know, being peculiar to the 
fex of Yours, 8cc. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 


J^om the village of Alufchtat the Ali(flon Phrurion ef 
the Middle Ages, 


The curious objcdl alluded to in my laft, was a mountain on the 
coaft between Lambat and this place, or rather the fcattcred frag- 
ments of a mountain, called Kofteel ; -refembling moft exactly, in 
form, colour, and' texture, at a little diftance, the ammunition rye- 
bread^ or bifeuits, of our failors and foldiers, called fouharies, or 
Tuiks ; as the done is a kind of honey-combed trap or whinl^i^e, 
that fingularly fupports the deception till clofcly examined. 


But 
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But what makes this natural phenomenon more ftriking to a 
traveller from Ruffia is, that the very fame circumftances have 
given to another mountain . near Verho Ouralikoy, m Siberia, the 
name of Souharnay Gora, or the hill of Souharies (Hulks), as the 
foot of it is ftrcwecl with fimilar honey-combed fragments, of the 
longilh fqnare figure, as well as grey colour, of our ammunition 
bread. • 

Wc now arrived at the charming vale of Alufehta ; from which 
fweet fpot, to the village, the rocky road is full of dangerous 
chafms, which our horfes did not pafs without fhuddering, as well 
as ourfelves. 'I'hefe chafms, we were told, appeared after the 
earthquake in 1786, which leeras to have fliaken this coaft all the 
way from near Balaklaya to the fpot where we now arc. 

We finally reached the village of Alufehta, the Alufton Phrurion 
of the Middle Ages, near the foot of Dgiader Daghi, one of 
the higheft mountains in the Taurida. 

This town was re-built by Juftinian, a certain proof that its 
port was well frequented in his reign, although the trade that fup- 
ported the antient confequence of both was loft during the reign of 
the Turks, and the town was thus reduced to the ftate of a village. 

Between Ulkuth and Soudak, where we arrived this evening, 
Pallas mentions the ruins of an antient fort, or city, on a mountain, 
which the Tartars call Tchobancale ; but no tradition remains in 
the country concerning it. Can thefe be the ruins of the antient 
Cazeca, which Ortelius fuppofes to have ftood fomewhcrc here- 
about; or the Zephyrium of Pliny, which muft likewife haveex- 
ifted in this diftri<Sl? 

1 have now regularly explored this coaft, all the way from Balak- 
lava to Soudak, ancT hazarded a few remarks on fome of the objefts 
that we have feen in our courfe ; 'but 1 referved my obfervations on a 
phenomenon moft interefting to the natural hiftorian who .jpotices 
the changes that have taken place on our globe, till I Ihould have 
feen how often nature had repeated it in our journey Weft. I 

allude 
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allude to certain ftrata depofited on the Ihorc near Parthenit, 
and again between Soudak and Kos, which have evidently been 
formed much later than the reft of the peninfula, for the following 
rcafons. 

Firft, becaufe they are placed very little above the level of thcfea, 
and in horizontal ftrata. 

Secondly, b«;aufe they are compofed of gravel and frejh Jhells, 
natives of the furrounding feas ; whereas all thofe of the Tauric 
mountains are foreign Ihclls, in a ftatc of calcination, which marks 
their extreme age ; while not one of them is found in cither 
the Euxiue or the Mxotis, which wafti the fliores of this 
peninfula. 

Thefeftratafeemtohave been laid in the horizontal pofition in which 
we now find them, whilc'the Euxinc was higher than at prefent, or 
before it burft its way through the Thracian Bofphorus, and fell to 
the level of the Mediterranean Sea, as related by Diodorus Siculus. 
(See my XXVlIth Letter.) 

Dr. Pallas notices fcveral other marks of this event in the Taurida, 
which 1 Ihall point out in the courfc of our Tour, as 1 did the old iron 
rings in the rocks of the port of Scbaftapol, which arc now much 
too high for their antient purpofc pf faftening fliips. In the nr.ean 
time, we are going to take a little turn before fupper in this 
antient feat of commerce, to colle£t amuferaent for you and 
Yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. . 


Prom Soudak, the Citaum qf Ptolemy, and the 
Soudajaof the Middle Ages, 


I AM now in the antientrit)^ dnd fea-portof Soudak, a third name 
given by the Mongul or Crim Tartars trf the Citaeum of Ptolemy, 
which bore that of Soudaja during the Middle Ages, and was then 
a place of fuch commercial confequence as to give its name to the 
whole Taurida, till it was taken by the Genocfe in 1365, and its 
trade fwallowed up, like that of all the other maritime cities of the 
peninfula, by the great mart of thefe mercantile republicans, the 
fuperb CafFa ; whofe fortified walls fet the whole Tartar power at 
defiance, while it engrofled the trade of the Eiixine, and crulhed 
all oppofitionr 

This city, which Abulfeda calls Soudak, and the geographer 
of Nubia Chalcadia, during the Tartar period, had an Archbifhop 
as early as 786 ; atfd in the zenith of its fplcqdour pofiellcd lome 
hundreds of churches, with a great variety of nations and feels within 
its walls ; but at length the Mahometans became fo numerous, that 
they expelled the Chriftians in 1 323, while the Francifeans had a 
convent there to record the event ; but their caufe was foon re- 
venged, as the Genocfe took the city in 1365, and re-cftabliflied a 
Catholic Biftiop, with the Chriftian religion, till the Turks once 
more overthrew it in 1475, and fubftituted the Koran for the 
Bible. 


Soudak 
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Soudak ftands at the end of a charming valley, one continued 
vineyarii. in tlic hoioin of a group of amorphous rocks, which 
feem to have received their pretent contuied forms from tome great 
commotion of nature ; indeed Dr. Pallas conjeaurcs, that the whole 
chain aiolc out of the lea in this condition ; as it is compofed only 
of li condary llrala, without the granite halls of primitive moun- 
tains ; otlicrwi+c, I was about to attribute this topCy turvy appear- 
ance to the tremendous earthquake on record, which happened in 
the lull year of the Great Mithridates, and which might have thrown 
the layers or llrata of the Tauric mountains into the confuled Hate 
wherein we fee them ; though I will not venture to afllrm, that it 
was ftrong enough cither to have Iwallowed up their granite bafis ; 
or to have pulhed up from the bottom bf the Euxine this Tauric 
chain, without that ufuafand ncccflary foundation ; poflibly owing 
to the weight of the granite being too great for the force employed. 
This opinion of the learned naturalift makes it worth fome traveller’s 
trouble to examine whether the illand which arofe out of the fea in 
our own days'’’ be with or without a granite bafis. 

There are now only fome ruins to befeenof this once-flourifliing 
city, with the remains of an old fort (out of three that formerly 
defended it), placed on a mountain dole by the lliorc, which feems 
to have been conltrudcd by the Genoefc, whofc ‘antient works 
indole a large fpacc, and run all the way up to the top of the 
rock. 

Here you find a fquare tower bound round tvith iron to keep it 
together, apparently of much higher antiquity than the time of the 
Genoefc, and a moll intcrclling objed, from its bold pofition on 
the very fummit of the rock, and at the edge of the horrible pre- 
cipice ; more cfpecially as tradition tells us, that a Greek princefs, 
kept prifoner here by a mcrcilefs ravilher, ended her melancholy 
days in this tower ; and here, refolving to end my letter, I bid you 
adieu. 

Ncy Santorioi in the Archipelago, to the North of Caodia. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XL. 


Prom the ancient Port of Soudak, 


VV E obferved to-day, in the ruins of tlie citadel, the remains of 
a couple of mofques, (or metchets, as they are called by the 'J'artars) ; 
on one of which are Pill to be fecn fome pieces of Iculptiire far 
above the ftyle of the Turks ; which led us to fufpc£f that the pious 
inufrultncn had appropriated to the ufe of Mahomet fome antient 
temple once dedicated to Chrift ; a prudent conduct, which had 
we obferved in the heat of our zeal, how many precious monuments 
of antiquity, deftroyed by chriftian fanaticifm, would now be (land- 
ing, to the honour of our religious temperance, and the delight of 
the arts ! 

'• However, thefc and all the other antiquities are fad mouldering 
away, and will foon entirely difappear, if the new mailers of the 
Taurida do not take fome e(re6lual mode of preventing the hands 
of the RulTian (oldiers from aiding that of time, already fo heavy 
upon them, snd put a (lop to the more than gothic dedrudlion and 
dilapidation vifible in this country. 

From this elevate^ fituation we cad down a look of compalTion 
on.the fine abandoned port of Soudak, once filled with (hips and 
enlivened by the bufy hum of men, though now all fad and filcnt. 
In (hurt, the lea feems to be now of no farther ufe to this antient 
port than to furnilh it with mod excellent oyders and other 
fiih. 


S 
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Wc were fo fortunate as juft to happen on this place at the time 
of the vintage ; as the valley of Soudak produces the heft grapes 
of the whole I'aurida, particularly one fort, of an oblong lliape, 
and of the fizc and firtnnefs of a fmall plumb, the bunches of which 
arc fometimes of four or five pounds weight. 

The wine of this valley is likewife the beft in the peninfula, and 
fomewhat refemblcs that of Hungary in lightnefs and flavour^ efpe- 
cially when well made, and kept a proper time. 

But of all the fingular fpots of this curious country, the romantic 
environs of Soudak are among the moft remarkable, and well cal- 
culated to form a Salvator Rofa, a Claude Lorrain, or a Pouffin ; 
for furcly the artift might here find the ftudies, if he brought with 
him the genius, of thofe.^ great painters. On one fide, you have 
fine mountains, covered with wood and verdure, terminating in 
cool and lhady groves of delicious fruit, which flope down from the . 
fides of the hills, to adorn the vallies. On the other, black weather- 
beaten rocks ; which, from the deftruaible nature of the mountain 
(compofed of argillacious flate, fand ftonc, and foft Breccia), pre- 
lent more various forms than, poffibly, all the three great mafters 
, above mentioned ever beheld. 

But if any one fhould happen to-ftroll out, as T did, into the de- 
hghtful vallies near the city, in a clear moon-light night, what a 
new creation of monfters will arife to their aftonifticd fight ! objeas 
which even Brydone’s Sicilian never thought of, joined to the whole 
range of gothic architeaure, with fpires, turrets, &c. Indeed, 
my good friend, although 1 have been fo much amufed in fcveral 
parts of the Taurida, efpecially at Batcheferai and here, with the 
grotefquc figures of the tme-fculptured rocks as. I have named them, 
infinitely vaiious and piaurefque, from the facility with which 
they are decompofed ; yet, if I had a talent for landfcape-painting, 

I doubt whether 1 fhould have courage to prefent the world with all 
the various fantaftic forms that they alTume in this romantic penin- 
fula ; left your critics, who judge of every thing from what they 

have 
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have feen themfelves, though, probably, never out of the found of 
their own paridi-bcll, fliould difeover a new genus of bouncers, and 
add bouncing painters to the old lift of bouncing travellers. 

Serioufly fpeaking, however, although the public are perfeiVly 
right in adopting with much caution new fadls in natural hiftory ; 
yet, fcepticifm in every thing feems to have become a kind of 
fafhion of late years ; infomuch that it is thought* to give an ap- 
pearance of fuperior judgement and fagacity to men of the lion ton ; 
while it is certainly by much the eafieft way of getting rid of all 
inquiry and difeuflion in difficult cafes, to declare yourfelf decidedly 
a fceptic on the fubjeft ; by which the whole matter is at once fet- 
tled, without difeovering your ignorance. 

This refleftioh has been more particulayly fuggefted to my mind 
by the hard treatment of the late Jame’s Bruce, Efq. w'ho, after 
having travelled many years at his own expence, and penetrated 
into Abyffinia at the hazard of his life, to enlarge our know ledge on 
feveral fubje£ts, was received as an impoftor" on his return to 
Britain ; and we ftiould have been for ever deprived of his valuable 
and inftrudlive work, had not the principal fadls on which your 
pretended critics founded their dilbelief of his veracity been moft 
accidentally authenticated by Indian merchants juft arrived from 
Abyffinia, who appeared on a caufe tried before the ^rcat oriental 
fcholar Sir William Jones, late Judge of Bengal, 

Such a reception, I fay, ought to make us travellers particularly 
careful how we relate ftrangc things from ftrange countries, efpe- 
cially ftrange cujloms, although they Ibould even be as old as the 


The late Janies Bruce, Efq, of Kinnarrd, a gentleman of independent fortune, and his Ma- 
jefty’g Conful General on the coaft of Barbary, feerna to have owed die ill reception he received in 
En^and to ftorics invented by fomc French travellers from Egypt, who probably ucre Jealous 
of the attention paid him by their fovereign Louis XV. (who fent him inllrumcnts on his f King 
out) and of the pompous manner in which their great naturalid, Biiflbn, announcei) hi.s ( onniig 
back to Europe, and the obligation.s that Natural Hiftory owed to hU labours. Enu op . 
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time of the Patriarchs, and have been forbidden by an exprefs law 
of Moles 

You need be under no apprehcnfion, however, from my boldnefs, 
as 1 fliall neither attempt Tauric landl'capcs nor Abyflinian dinners; 
but, in conformity to the injunction of the jevvilh Icgillator, go 
quietly to cat a killed bccf-ltake, and bid you adieu. 


L E;T TER XLL 


from the Tauric Fountain of Suhfu. 

It is impoflible to leave Soudak without paying a tribute of grati- 
tude and admiration to the cooling fountain of Sukja, not far from 
the city ; which relieves the parched traveller in fuch a heavenly 
fpot, that if ever the eaftern Ihepherds had met with fuch a foun- 
tain in a fultry day as we did, they would have made it the fubjcCf 
of an Arabian tale, and completed the even number of a thoufand 
and two nights. 

How much did 1 regret, on quaffing its cryftal wave, that Ovid 
had not been exiled hither, inftead of to the ftcrile Tome, that he 
might have peopled the flowery borders of this fairy fount with the 
clallical creations of his poetic fancy ! — What would he not have 
made of the two majeltic poplars, which feem to rife out of the 
clear fountain to protcCf the Nymph from the ardour of Apollo, 
while ihc efcapes, under the form, of two filver rills, into a ftone 

See Mr. 13ruce'i» Defence agaioft his chimney-corner antagoniftj. 
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bafm, carrying with her all her native coldneis and beauty, to glad 
the weary wanderer. A ftone cottage is creded !>y the liumaac pro- 
prietor, the worthy Admiral Mordwinoff, clofc by the ehanbing 
Sukfu, which otfers a welcome retreat to the panting traveller, 
who is here invited to repofc by the delights of the Ipot, and the 
charms of a cooling fountain in a fultry climate. In Ihort, my 
good friend. 1 am decidedly of opinion, that if tlic R»man Bard had 
been hanilhc 1 hither, he never would have written his Trijfui, nor 
have treated with fuch indignity “ the inbofphahlc Jhore of the 
“ Euxine." 

We have cherries here, cert.iinly r.ot inferior, cither in fizc or fla- 
vour. to thole of ih -ir native city Ccrafus on the oppofitc coaft, 
where Lucullus firfl found them ; but I cannot help exprefling my 
ailonilhmeut, that another native of the tiuxine fliorcs never vifits 
the I aurida, though he cvcr\ year comes up as far as the ifland of 
Taman, the I’hanagoria of thcCirceks: I mean the pheafant, who 
even took his name from the river Phafis, in the antient Colchis, on 
the cad: Ihorc of the Black Sea, at no great diftance from this penin- 
fnla ; in which, however, he has never been feen, but contents 
himfclf with viewing it acrofs the Cimmerian Bofphorus, without 
ever venturing over himlelf ; a curious fa6l in zoology, which I 
leave you naturalifls to account for. So adieu t and comment as 
much as you plcafe on the inequality of my Epidlcs, w'hich you may, 
if you are difpofed, attribute to the inequality of the female temper; 
but all your fine reafoning will not make me write a line more this 
evening; which I mean to devote to lolling on the enamelled bank 
of the fweet Sukfu, and following up the amufing fpeculation as to 
what kind of metamprphofis Ovid would have invented for this fair 
fountain, had Anguftus really fent him hither, inllead of banilhing 
him to Tom^. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 


From the Tauric Valley of Otux, the iqfi 
the Klimata, 

You will re^olleft, my good fir, that I have frankly acknowledged 
myfclf for two days part ‘on fairy ground, .and moft powerfully en- 
chanted ; of courfc, you will not be furprifed at any accounts that 
you may receive from one in my condition, till the Ipell lhall be 
broken. 

We fet out this morning from the venerable Soudak, after taking 
a tender leave of the helicon fountain of Suklu, and arrived about 
mid-day at another fine valley, named Koz, where we dined, in 
Afiatic luxury.on moft delicious fruit, and on fuch a carpet as all the 
looms of Perfia never wove, whether we confider the richnels of the 
ground, or the variety of fine flowers with which nature has embroi- 
dered this Tauric table-clotli. 

The fame evening we reached Otuz, the laft of the delightful 
fouthern vallies in the Klimata of the (Ireeks, the riches and orna- 
ment of the maritime chain ; after having feen which, no one can 
be furprifed that they attracted fuch a iucccfllon of fettlers and 
conquerors (if the different hordes of barbarians be included) 
as, perhaps, no other country ever did in the fame number of 
centuries. 

The mountainous part of the Taurida would be a real Elyfiumto 
you, as nature has fcattcrcd here, with a moft liberal hand, all thofe 
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rural beauties and romantic fcencs which your countrymen have 
afTcmbled with fo much tafte in the Engliili gardens, to fupplant 
the fculpturcd hedges, ftifF Dutch w'alks, wild-beaft boxwood, 
pond Neptunes, and fea fliell bowers, of Europe; a folly as old as 
the time of the Romans ; for we find Pliny the younger talking of a 
furprift from his gardener, on his birth-day, at his charming villa, 
where he found his name cut in a hedge^ and poffibly ttiat of his Im- 
perial niafter Trajan in another ; although I do not recollefl whether 
the ingenious gardener did really praftife this fecond piece of gal- 
lantry on the occafion, or not. 

Here you find rocks, ruins, mountains, cafeades, woods, clumps, 
rills, rivers, torrents, mazy walks, flowering Ihrubs, Hopes, hills, 
dales, feas, fruit-trees, flowers, richverdu/e; and, in fliort, asfaid 
above, we find in this country every beauty and every fportive ar- 
rangement of nature, on a great fcale, which you have fo wifely imi- 
tated on a fmall one in your happy ifland, to make your pleafure- 
grounds emblematic of your free government ; the laft abounding in 
as great a variety of chara£lers, as the firft of objects ; and both, 
probably, the effefls of liberty, which gives a latitude of thought, 
tafte, and action, almoft unknown to the fubjetfts of a defpotic 
government ; nay, we perceive that even the drama in England 
fcorns to wear fetters ; otherwife your favourite Shakefpeare would 
never have fported through all the range of nature at will, in defiance 
of the rules of Ariftotle, fo religioufly obferved by other nations, 
and produced on the ftage that enchanting variety which pleafes 
you fo much in your gardens ; for nature is exhibited in both, attired 
in her moft alluring drapery. 

Having now finifticd our furvey of this wonderful coaft, a more 
remarkable account of its vegetable riches w'ill, perhaps, not be 
unacceptable. 

To begin then : the Hopes of this chain, toward the South, arc 
covered with forefts, w'here the maritime pine predominates all 
the way down to the fine femicircular vallics, in amphitheatrical 

form, 
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form, at their feet; where winter is fcarcely felt; where flowers 
blow in Fehruary, and fometimes in January ; and where, as Dn 
Pallas remarks, the oak, with the laurel, often remains green all 
the year. 

It is in thefc fouthern vailies that we find the olive, fig, and gre- 
nade tree ; w'ith the oriental lott"’, which would be highly valuable 
if, like the Armenian fpccics with purple fruit, it would ferve for 
fr.imes of c oaches. Here likewife we faw the claflic date plum"*, 
with which L'l\ lies and his companions arc laid to have been en- 
chanted; alio the medical manna tree*’; the pifl:achea’°, well known 
for its nuts ; the funiach”, or vinegar tree, fo much employed in 
German ccconomics ; the bladder fenna’"; the fpreading rock-rofe”; 
the fcorpion fenna f]o*vcring twice in a feafon ; the oriental ftraw- 
bcrrv-tice'', which feeds fuch numbers in-thc Eaft, and is fo diflin- 
gihtlicd here in Winter by its large trunk, red bark, and green 
leaves, growing on the bare rocks. The caper tree is likewife in 
the lovely group ; but what contributes more than all to adorn thefe 
charming vailies arc, the wild and cultivated vine, rifing up the 
higheft trees, and bending down again to form fairy bowers, with 
its brother climber, the flowering viorna, or traveller’s joy In a 
word, the walnut, with all forts of fsuit-trees, conflitute here the 
forclf ; or rather, as faid before, the forefts of thefe vailies are the 
orchards of the aiiticnt civdized inhabitmts, run wild in the hands 
of padoral hordes unacquainted with their culture and too indo- 
lent to learn it. 

You, 1 am furc, will think that 1 have faid too little on thisfub- 
jecT : blit as fume of our friends may think that I have faid too much, 
I {h.dl here end my c.italoguc of plants, which feem to have antiently 
been thedcliglitofaninduUri()U'Civilizcdpcoj)le, asnowof Yours, &c. 

Ct In', oMi'iitnl!',. Djofj'yio.s lotu^. Fraxlnus oruus. Piftiicla terebiutliu^, 

7> Rhus rori.iria (t rnlinus. 7^ c'olutc.i arborca, CilUis faivifulu, Coronillacnjcrus, 

7^ Arb uus anJi.icbiu’. Citanaiij vitalba. 


LEJTER 
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LETTER XLIII. 


F, om the Taur'ic Valley Olin. 

Before cafting a farewel glance on thefe lovely fouthern vallics, 
and bidding them an everlalling adieu, I mufl: give you Dr. Pallas’s 
opinion of the advantage that RuHla nii^ht derive from them ; 
thrbwing in, as ufual, a few illuftrations eh pajfant. 

The Dodfor thinks, that, befides the catalogue of wild plants 
given in my laft, already placed here by the bountiful hand of na- 
ture, a number of valuable exotics might be introduced, by means 
of attentive culture, into flieltered vallics fo favoured by foil and 
climate. 

Firft, he thinks that oranges and lemons, as well as the cedar, 
might grow here ; and I Ihould fuppofc, in cafe the Do6lor is 
founded in this opinion, that poflibly even the mahogany fpccics 
of the laft-mentioned tree might be among the imported exotics ; 
as, if it only finds fufficient heat, it will grow out of the chinks 
of the rocks, a fpecies of foil that it even delights in ; while there 
can be no doubt of the value of fuch a tree for the confumption of 
this vaft empire, where it bears fo high a price for furniture. 

The odoriferous balfamic cyprefs’’ is likewife one of thofc pro- 
pofed ; and furely if we (ire to believe all that wc have heard with 
regard to its incorruptibility, the Doctor fuggefts a moft precious 
tree indeed i as Thucydides tells us, that the Athenians buried their 
heroes in Cyprefs, and we fee the Egyptian mummies preferved 

Cuprertns. • 
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for fomt thoufand years in coffins of the fame wood. The gates of 
St. Peter’s, in Rome, were made of cyprefs, and lafted eleven hun- 
dred years, from the time of Conftantinc the Great,, till Euge- 
nios IV. changed thefe famous anti-feptic gates for brafs ones, 
which fupply their place at the prefent day* 

Three fpecies of oak the Dodlor alfo recommends for trial here 
viz. Firfl:, th&t which produces the valuable galls and acorns em- 
ployed in tlic manufadlory of Morocco leather. There is juft one 
of thefo at Karafubazar, which I (hall deferibe when we get thither. 
'Phis fpccies of oak would certainly be a very great acquifition to. 
the Taurida. The fecond fpecies that he recommends, is that 
which prorluces the kermes ; and the third, the cork fpecies ; 
a happy choice if it will thrive here, as its bark is abfolutely ne- 
celTary to preferve the wine made in the peninfula. 

Laftly, the Dodlor propofes, that even the fugar-canc {hould be 
tried in thefe fme Southern vallies. I think, however, with alt 
deference to our learned friend, that, in forming thefe opinions, 
he muft truft confiderably to the reverberation of the fun from the 
rocks ; as I doubt much whether its direft rays would be adequate 
to the talk that he has affigficd it in this climate, warm and charna- 
ing as it is. Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLIV. 


From Caffa^ the Thtod^^Jia of the Greeh and Rttjianf, 


I NOW addrefs you from the antient city of CaflGi, thcTbeodofia 
of the Greeks, and Cafum of the Romans ; in all ages one of the 
iirft commercial cities in.thc Taurida. 

This great Buxine emporium feems to have been founded, 600 
years before ChriR, by the Milefians, who named it Theodofia ; 
and we find it ever afterwards holding a high rank in the fcale of 
maritime towns of the antient kingdom of Bofphorus, to which 
it generally belonged ; nay, we are even told, that it was the feat 
of government in the reign of Spartacus the Firft (fourth King 
of the Bofphorus) ; though we know that Panticapeos, now Kerch, 
was afterwards fiaade the capital of the kingdom ; probably on ac- 
count of its pofition in the Cimmerian Bofphorus or Straits, by 
which it commands the two feas, both that of AfofF and the 
Buxine. 

In the reign of Leucon II, (the feventh fovereign of the Bof- 
phorus) we b^jirof foreign minifters, probably Confuls, who not 
only refidTO in Theodofia, but enjoyed there very confiderable 
privileges, while we are told by Strabo, that this fame king ex- 
ported at one time from this j>ort loo.ooo Grecian medimnas of 
wheat (330 millions of pounds weight) to his friends the Athe- 
nians ; with whom he was fo particularly connefted, as to be a 
citizen of Athens; nay, tlic fame honour, as it. was reputed in 

T 2 thofc 
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thofc days, was even conferred on all his children Bcfide this- 
curious information from Strabo, we fee, by an oration of De- 
mofthcncs againll Leptin, that Thcodofia was then one of the moft 
flourifliing cities in the Eaft. 

r,cucon II. however, mull: have been a prince of great re- 
nown, and in very intimate connection with the Greeks ; as Plu- 
tarch tells us tliat the exploits of this prince were celebrated by 
the Greek philofophcr Chryfippus, whofc work is lolt ; but we 
know that he had many battles with the Ileraclcans (certainly the 
colony of them I’ettlcd in Cherfon), over whom he is even faid to 
have gained fomc advantages. He likewife carried on a long war 
with a king called RIncihon, but of what country I cannot divine, 
as I do not find his name.cither in the lift of the kings of Scythia, 
or of the pretenders to th‘e crown of Bofphorus j fo that I fafpeft 
he muft have been a king of Sarmatia, our knowledge of whom 
is fo impcrfeCl:, from the 'lofs of the great work of Trogua 
Pompeius. 

On the conqueft of the Taurida by Mithridates, wc find Cafmn 
a fortified place in poflclfion of Scilurus, tyrant of Heraclea (as 
the petty prince of Cherfon was called) ; and, although its excel- 
lent port could not fail to draw the attention of the politic fove- 
reign of Pontus, who encouraged and protected trade in all his 
conquefts, ftill it had fallen into decay during his long and bloody 
wars with the Romans ; for Arrian, when he made his famous 
furvey of the Euxinc, with a Roman fleet ia the reign of Adrian, 
found Cafum ia ruins ; and it feems. to have been- again ncgloCled 
during the troubles of the VVeftern Roman empire, till it fell to 
the ihiare of the Eaftern. Casfars on the throne pf Conftantinople. 

However,, it is not till the loth pentury that we have an exaCl 
account of it from the Byzantine writers, efpecially from the Emr 

7* Tins event wa< commemorated by the crodlon of three pillars j one in Atlicns, one in hit 
rflpiral of ilofphoms (no^v Kerch), and a third near tlic temple of the Argonauts^ in the Cuban, 
towards Colchis, as nearly as I can dilcover. 


peror 
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pcror Conftantine Porphyrogcnitus himfelf ; aiid even he only 
fpeaks of it in his account of Cherfon, his work being confined to 
a defeription of the countries and cities under his own feeptre ; 
which Cherfon acknowledged, while the kingdom of Bofphorus, 
to which Cafum then belonged, fet him. at defiance, and was in 
continual warfare with the imperial pcninlula of Hciaclca. 

Both the Byzantine hiftory of the Taurida, page ^i, and Cedve- 
nus, page 710, affure us, that 7 'W«>, as this city was originally 
called by the Greeks, and now again by the Ruffians, was con- 
quered in 965 by the Ruffian hero Svctollav the Firft, Grand Duke 
of Kioff, and father of Vladimar the Great ; at the kmic time that 
he fubdued the Rozares", or Khatzarcs,.'as the Greeks called them*, 
then likewife mafters of the Taurida or Kozaria, and took their 
famous capital Sarkel, or BcLavcja, on the river Donetz, built by 
Greek architeds whom the Emperor of Conftantinople fent to the 
Chan in compliance with his requefl:. 

Svctollav attacked Conftantinople the fame year (965), , 

reign of the Emperor Zemifccs ; on his return home from which 
unfortunate expedition, he was cut off by the hoftile Patzinacie , 
who way-laid him at the paffage of the Dnieper ; fo that Bulgaria, 
which he had conquered the year before, and the greater number of 
his acquifitions from the Kozarcs, feem to have been abandoned by 
his fuccelfors, with the foie exception of the principality of. Tmu- 
taracan, in the ifland of Taman ; which will be mentioned inoro 
particularly when wc vifit that fmall pcninfula, or ift.ind, as it is 

commonly called*'. 


I follow the Ruffian chronicle of Ncffi.r in the r.unc of thii T.utar .mllon, U.cir uilkrl 

»ir.. r,.. 7"; 7":;,^:;:;:;: 

the people themfelve. acknowUxlge. The raOninca.-, lor example, and 

Kanglians, feem to be the fame people; as the Alancs (or Dagrf; ^ ^ k.,„„.uu, li-^ii 

are often called Kaptchaks, from their place of dwelling .n t e .|l> e 

living on the river Kuma ; the Volgarians, or dwellers on the \ olg. , > 

Letter LVII. 
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LETTER XLy. 


From Theodojia, late Coffa, 


I SHALL now proceed with the hiftory of this antient city 
(which I have already (lightly glanced at) up to the loth century. 
We have fome curious information concerning it from the Monk 
Neftor, who wrote his intcrefting chronicle in the nth century at 
KiofF. Wc there find, that Vladimar the Great, fon of the laft- 
mentioned fovereign of RulTia, having taken the refolution to be- 
come a chriftian, but being too haughty to folicit baptifm from the 
Greeks of Conftantinople (left it might be conftrued into a doing 
of homage to the Casfars, by receiving their faith), in the wild 
fpirit of chivalry of thofc times, raifed a great army to exa6l it by 
-force ; and adually marched to the Taurida, then a dependency of 
the Eaftern empire, whence, having taken Theodofia in 988 after 
a fix months’ fiege, he diCpatched a herald to Conftantinople, to 
demand baptifm of the Greek Emperor Conftantine", at the fame 
time claiming his fifter Helena in marriage ; threatening, in cafe of 
refufal, to march ftraight to the capital, and treat it as he had 
done the tributary city which he now poflefted!. 

I'lom rwrrnl ciinimllarvccs (which my limits rcRriA i«e from detailing here) it appears^ 
tlint th‘K Conlhmtinc mull have been the very Imperial hi floria n fo often quoted in this Tour j 
hut in that oic Nrfior mult made two material miftakes j firft, in Uic date of* the event, 
as we arc ftdd that Porphyroi^^nitus was poifoned in 951 by his ibn Romanus, rurnanud the Boy ; 
and, lecondly, in H.jlilius as his colleague and joint Kmperor, whereas he was only his 

tutor and liiti miiiiikr. 'lb< i\: contradi^ions pievent my tpcaking with confidence on the 

Conftantine* 



143 


A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, &c. 

Conftantine, like a wife prince, regarding the romantic alternative 
as preferable to war, font him his filler, with the required priefts ; and 
Vladimar, after being baptifed and married in Caffa, reftored the 
whole peninfula to his brother-in-law ; contenting himfelf with re- 
taining, as the fpoils of his vi6lory, a cargo of relicks, facred vafcs, 
bibles, and priefts, the latter of whom he carried quietly home with 
him to baptife his fubje£ls ; a ceremony which he ordered to be per- 
formed upon them by thoufands at a time ; taking the anticnt pagan 
river Boryfthenes, now Dnieper, for the baptifmal font ; and all 
were made chriftians as fall as the priefts could perform the cere- 
mony ; while their favourite idols, with Peroun (or Jupiter) at 
their head, were thrown down and committed to the two deftroying 
eletUents, fire and water. Some think tlij^t the city which had the 
honour of the RuflTian* hero’s conyerfion was Cberfotit inftead of 
Theodofia ; and, indeed, if Conjiantinux Porphyrogenitus was the 
Conftantine meant by Neftor, and then Emperor of the Eaftern 
divifion of the Roman empire, Cherfon is moft likely to have been 
the feene of this romantic atchievement ; as Theodofia does not 
feem to have been in his pofleflion at the time when he wrote his 
hiftory, whatever it may have been in his minority, when Bafilius, 
his tutor, governed for him. 

We have another curious anecdote, relative to Theodofia, from 
the Rufllan chronicles. When the chronicle talks of Vladimar (or 
Wolodlmar the Second, as foreigners call him), furnamed Mona- 
machus, or the Ducllift, it endeavours to account for that Greek cogr 
nomen by the following romantic adventure : 

While Vladimar the Second was befieging Caffa, in 1125, tlYcn 
in the power of the Genoefe, he received a challenge from the 
enemy’s general to decide the fate of the city in fingle combat. 
This he accepted ; and, having unhorfed his adverfary, he took 
from him, as trophies of his viftory, his cap>enriched with prccionjj, 
ftnnes, his rich fafh, and the gold, chain that, he wore, about his 

• neck ; 
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neck ; an exploit, fays the chronicle, which procured him tver 
after the cognomen of Monomachus, or the Ducllift. 

With regard to this monkifh legend, I think, with Monfieur 
Levefquc, the laft and beft foreign hiftorian of Rudia, that it is 
very improbable ; nay, 1 am convinced that his cognomen merely 
arofc from his mother havina; been daughter of Conftantine Mont)- 
raachus the tJrcek Emperor ; but, although we agree in our un- 
belief, the rcafons given by tbc hiftorian for his notion are fo very 
different from mine, as ftated above, that I cannot help making 
fome remarks upon them. > 

As his firft rcalon, he mentions the ftlence of Neftor on the oc- 
cafton ; without rccollct^ing that he died in tiij : while the ficgc 
of Caffa, at which Vladifliar is laid to have gained his cognomen 
in a duel, is placed by Mr. J^cvciquc himfclf in 1125, ten years 
after the monk’s death. However, as the chronicle of KiofF was 
continued by others, the hiftorian may have fpoken figuratively in 
this cafe. 

His fecond rcafon is, that Caffa was not then in the hands of 
the Genoefe ; but the chronicler may eafily have confounded tlie 
two mercantile republics of Genoa and Venice, which alternately 
difputcd and poflefled that city (if even Mr. Levefquc be founded 
in his affertion) ; for we know that one of the two occupied Caffa 
at the time. 

His third rcafon is, that the Ruffians copied the ftory from a Po- 
iifh writer. Now 1 cannot help thinking, on the contrary, that 
this is rather a rcafon for believing it; as foreigners rarely invent 
ftories to exaggerate the exploits of a rival nation (then almoft 
conftantly at war with Iceland) ; although they often enough tell 
ridiculous ftories in honour of their own country and favourite 
iprinces. 

I fltall, however, give you a third anecdote relative to this city, 
before I quit the Ruffian chronicles. 

They 
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Thfy ?eU us, that ^amai, Chau of the Golden Horde (fettled 
ifli the Raptchak| the country between the Don and Jaic), the an* 
tient tyrannic malfers of Rulfia, after having been defeated oh the 
banks of the Don by Demetri, Great Duke of Mofeo (in the fa- 
mous battle where he af quired the cognomen of Donjhi^ beating 
the 'Tartars being then a rare thing), and again byTakhtanych, 
Chan of the Blue Horde, who depofed him, took Tcfuge here in 
4380 ; but ;thp unhappy prince found death inftead of proteftbii 
in CaiFa, being there aflaflinated, either for fear of the viftors, ht 
for Iqve of the dethroned Chan’s wealth, which, unfortunately, 
he broughjt with him. ' 


LETTER XLVI, 


theoiodm^ 

You will obferve, that, in order to finifti with the Rulllan chro* 
nicies in my laft letter, I there gave an anecdote relating to an event 
fuppofed to have taken place in the 12th century; but I (hall now 
again refume the regular courfe of occurrences in early times, 
colleded from different authors. 

The Byzantine writers mention a Tfherkeffian prince who landed 
at Caffa, with a number of Kefib his fubje^s, and took pofleflion 
of this city, although they do not tell us when; but this event, 
loofely as it is.ftated, becomes interefling by its perfe£t coincidence 

U with 
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with the account that the prefent princes of Circaffia (as Euro- 
peans pronounce the \\ord) give of thcmfelves ; who fay, that 
they are defeended from a prince named Kefs, who anticntly 
reigned. in the Taurida. 

The Cuban Circaflians, according to this pedigree, fprung, as 
they aflert, from the eldeft fon of this Tauric prince, called Inal; 
while the Cabardian Circaflians boaft their defeent from his fecond 
fon Chaombek ; that is to fay, that the prefent chiefs or princes of 
thefe two countries in the Caucafian mountains claim this origin, 
not the people at large ; a piece of curious information which I 
owe to Mr. Ellis’s excellent memoir accompanying his valuable map 
of the Caucafus 

Toward the end of the nth century, the Genoefe feem to have: 
fettled ih Theodocia (which they called CbfFa, from its Latin name, 
Cafum) while yet in the power of the Kozares, and to have, been 
difpoflefled by the Venetians in the beginning of the lath ; whens 
they became the moft favoured nation at Conftantinople, of which 
Caffa was a dependency, from the (hare that they had in placing a. 
Latin prince on the throne of the Casfars ; but Michael Palaeologus, 
the Greek '* Emperor, being reinftated in 1261 by the aid of the 
rival republic, acknowledged the obligation, and c^prefled his- 
gratitude by putting the Genoefe in pofleflion of the almoft exclu- 
flve trade of the Euxine, by the extenfive and valuable privileges 
that he grantcid, which foon enabled them to recover CafFa, and 
put an end to a ferics of bloody battles between the rival fleets of 
Genoa and Venice, for the dominion of thefe feas ; the contefl 
being no longer worth the expence of blood and treafure to the 

' * t " “ 

•3 The learned aulhor of the map and memoir of tlic Ctoeafian mountain!' feas not put bis 
name to that valuable Work, which the Editor of thia Tour had the pleafure of feeing him exe- 
cute in Pctcrlburg, while on a vifit to his friend Lord/St. Helen’s, then arobaflador at this court. 
He afterwards accompanied another friend. Lord Malmtibury, on his embafly to France. 

The reader muft be well aware, that the terms GireA and IjUin Emperora, dirpoUng the 
throne of the Eadcrn Roman empire,. Hanly relate to the Greek and Latin churches, oc to. the 
two religion^ of the combatants* 

latter,^. 
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latter, after the lofs of that emporium, and the trade of Conftan- 
tinople ; although Venice ftill kept its anticntfettlement of Tanais, 
or AfofF, on the Don, till that ftrong city was taken and facked 
by the impetuous conqueror Tamerlane, as itunfortunately obftrudled 
his march to exterminate the Golden Horde who had dared to affront 
hiiri ; an expedition in which, without intention, he avenged the 
caufe of Ruflia on a race of Tartars who had kcpt*it in fubjeftion 
for three centuries. 

The Genome now "rebuilt Caffa, and made it their emporium, 
not only for the trade of the Euxine and Mxotis, but likewife for 
the rich Indian, t^mmerce which they carried on by the old Greek, 
Roman, and Venetian channel, the Phafts'\ that famous river of 
Colchis fo well known by the Argonaut expedition. 

Thefe mercantile repqblicans, noV^ grdfping at the monopoly of 
the Tauric trade, foon foqnd means to ruin that of Soudak, once 
fo flourifhing ; and, having built forts both there and atBalaklava, 
to ferve as out-pofts to their ftrong capital Caffa, obtained thereby 
the command of the whole fouth coaft, the charming KHmata of 
the Greeks, which we fo lately vifited and admired. In (hort, they 
at laft acquired fo great an influence in the peninfula, that nothing 
but the intoxication of power, andtheluft of tyrannic dominion, 
xrould have fhook it ; as they abfolutely influenced the elcftion of 
the CTians, and were become umpires in all difputcs, even among 
the princes of the blood, till they firft armed the Kozares againft 
them, and afterwards their fucceffors the Crim Tartars; without 
having acquired fuflicient wifdom from the flrft imminent danger 
to avoid a fecond ; although their firft deliverance proceeded merely 
from the accidental defeat of the enraged Kozares by the Tartar 

The Indian goodi In the time of Greek, Roman, and Venetian docnblon of the Euxine, 
leU down the Oxis into the Cafpian Sei^j^nd from thcncci afeending the Cyrus, now Kur, were 
tranfported over a ihort fpace of land to the Phaiis, which carried Uiem*down to the Euxine, as 
will hereafter be more fully explained. 

U » 
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conqueror ZingisChan, as I fhall more fully explain in the genera! 
hiftory of this and the other colonies on the Ihores of the Euxinc**; 
confining myfelf at prefent to the local hiftory of each city that wb 
vifit in our Tour. I have, probably, now tired you with what 
Caffa once was ; fo ftiall referve it to my next Leltter to tell 70(1 
what Theodocia is at prefent ; till when, adieu 1 


LETTER 2^LVIL 


tVom Thepaoch^' 

This city, to which Catharine II. reftored its anticnt Greek name 
of Theodocia, is finely fituated, in form pf an amphitheatre, on the 
brow of a hill that defcribes a rcmicircle rounc^l^e port, which 
might, with fome expence, be made as, good as its excellent road, 
if ever Ruffian encouragement Ihould call back its once flourilhing 
trade. A fortified wall, with turrets, npw in ruins, has formerly 
furrounded Caffa ; but its remains ftill fhow the antient ftrength of 
the place, and that it was certainly out of all danger from Tartar 
attacks while the Tea was open tp the Genoefe fleet. 

The principal entrance to this fortified city was from the harbour, 
Secured by three ftrbng ports, one within another, as its Tartar 
name Utfch Kapii exprefles ; and to the North, br oppofite fide of 

•• Le««rLXXXlU. 
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it, isfeen an aatienb lofty building, aloioll in ruins ; probably, once 
fotne fplendid public edifice, if we may judge from feveral remains 
of large arched windows. 

On the top of the hill is a large fpacc, furrounded by a ftrong 
fortified wall, like the citadel of Balaklava, dcfcribed in a former 
letter*’, filled with ruins of churches, and other public buildings, 
having feveral fiat ftones inferted in their walls ; Bearing baflTo re- 
Cevos and Latin infcriptions, which 1 intended to have had copied for 
you, mutilatedastheyarc, if Icouldhavcfoundapropcr perfon during 
our fliort ftay. The principal temple, fituated in the centre of the 
eity, notwithf&mdihg all the endeavours pf pious muflulmen to me- 
tamorphofe it into a mofque, ftill (hows by . its windows, and other 
evident rtiarks, that it was originally dedicated to chriftian worfliip, 
like St. Sophia of Conftantinople, where equal jjjduftry has been 
omployed-tn convert it to the ufe of Mahomet. 

•It is impOfitble to touch on this fubjeft, without again regretting 
•what our Chriftian fanatioifm has deftroyed on the two great occa- 
fions wherein it was thrown into^aflivity ; and contrafting our folly 
with the fcnfible condufl of Tut^s and . Tartars, who feem to have 
wifely converted all the temples they met with in their conquefts to 
the ufe of their prophet. However, we ftill found one gothic 
church in its antique primitive form, as a proof of Tartar tolerance ; 
but it fo exaflly rcfembl^s another at Kerch, as we arc pofitivcly 
aifured, that the defeription of the latter when we get thither" will 
ferve for both. 

One of the noblcft buildings of this city feems- to have been an 
antient magnificent bath ; pofTibly a work of the Greeks or Romans. 
The infidc was of marble, as well as the feats^ bafins, &c. now all • 
broken and deftroyed ; nay, they are ftill carrying away the precious 

remains of this elegant edifice to burn for lime, although a whole 

& 

♦J IxUct XXXIU.. Utter UY# 

xange 
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range of mountains in the peninfula is compofed principally of 
lime-ftonc. 

Fortunately for the curious, however, a fine and entire fpecimen 
of thefe antique baths ftill exifts in Karafubazar, which lihall not 
fail to deferibe when we arrive at that place**. 

The laft objeft worth attention in fallen Theodocia is, the ruin* 
of another old Genoefe fort on the fea-fhore, the walls of which are 
covered with Latin inferiptions, greatly defaced, which would require 
an antiquary to read, or even to copy them. 

As rintend giving hereafter” the antient and middle-age -ftate of 
the trade of this and the other Tauric ports,! (hall at prefent confine 
myfelf to a very few remarks on the modem ftate of the commerce 
of Caffa, fp late as the year 1 780, when a German merchant, Mr. 
Nicholas Kedman, vifited this city. 

The exports from this place were then pretty nearly what they 
had ever been (the natural produftions of a country being always 
the fame), viz. wax and furs ; Tauric lamb-lkins, blue, black, and 
fpecklcd ; with Ruffian and Morocco leather (both made in the 
peninfula), horfes and Haves, — 't'Ul to-morrow, adieu. 


Utter LXm. 


■*o utter LXXXIX. 
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Theoddcia, 

TifERE wai, formerly, a veiy capital article of exportation, 
which no longer exifts in any quantity ; and that was butter, in 
high repute, at Conftantinople being fprniftied by the numerous 
flocks of the Nogay Tartars, and thcfe nomades having found the 
art of. making it of a. very, fuperioc quality to what is furnilhcd by 
the Turkilh pcafants., 

We muft add to thefe articles fome others furnifticd by the neigh- 
bouring nations, who found Caffa the. nearefl and bell market for 
the exportation of their horfes^ horfe-leather, hare and fox-lkins,. 
&c. of which the Cuban fupplicd a great quantity, as Circaflia did 
a great Ihow of human beauty,, which was fold at this port to the 
bell bidder, like the other articles at market ; a curious fubje<Sl, 
which I lhall treat more at large in a feparate article”. 

Rut ti)e Nogay.Tartars likewife fupplied Caffa with a number of 
female flaves, captured in their marauding expeditions ; and it is 
amazing to obferve the care which they (till take of their fair cap- 
tives, that they may bring the higher price } ftriflly guarding them 
from the fun, and.from all intercourfe with their own ugly race ; 
while they are fo far from difeouraging, that they even promote 
and folicit intrigues- between, their, fine women, and any handfome 
European, that may chance tg^pafs through their country, in the 
hopes that they may thus augment their flock of falcable beauty. 

This 


» Letter XUX. 
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This I think a mofl: curious faft in the hiftory of man ; to fee i 
nation facrifice their own ideas of beauty to thofe of others ; for 
among the Calmouks, of which the Nogays are a horde, the ftand- 
ard of beauty is a tawney complexion, a flat nofe, high cheek bones, 
with fmall oblique eyes ; in Ihort, the hideous Hunijh face and 
figure, antientl^ let loofe upon Europe for the punilhment of its 
fins, and fo often deferibed by authors as the very portrait and type 
of Beelzebub himfelf, for figure, cruelty, &c. ; yet, I fay, the Nogays 
never think of improving the charms of their fair captives after 
their own model ; a phenomenon that I can account for on no 
other principle than their perfe£l: contempt for tfle t^e of their 
CafFa cuftomers, with their love of die vduaih^e reward that they 
receive for their forbeatan.ee, and the delivery of marketable 
commodities. 

After having mentioned all the inferior artides df commerce at 
this great Euxine mart, I lhall now fpeak of the fair Circaflians, 
deftined for ages paft to be brought for fale at the market of CafFa, 
like any other kind of merchandize ; and what is moft Angular in 
this revolting bufinefs k, :that thefc beauties^ fo famous in Eaftern 
ftory, are brought in vaR numbers every year by their own parents, 
and fold at from a to 4000 Turkifh piaftres** each, in proportion to 
their charms. 

As I am furc that a miftrefs-mafket muft be a curious fubjeA to 
the polifhed nations of Europe, I fhall give a fpecim^ of the 
manner in which it is carried on, in the very words of Mr. Keelman, 
•the German merchant, mentioned in my laft.; which will 'finifh nay 
notes taken in the interefting Thebdocia. 

'»• A.Turkifli ibout «r alUiiluo rouble et.par. 
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“ The fair Circaflians,” fays Mr. Keelman, “ of whom three 
“ were offered me for falc ia 1768, were brought from their own 
“ chamber into mine (as we all lodged in the fame inn), one after 
“ another, by the Armenian merchant who had to difpofe of them. 
“ The fir^ was very well drelTed, and had her face covered in the 
♦* Oriental ftile. She kiffed my hand by order of her maftcr, and 
“ then walked backward and forward in the room, to Ihew me her 
fine fhape, her pretty fmall foot, and her elegant carriage. She 
“ next lifted up her veil, and abfolutely furprifed me by her extreme 
** beaut^ Her hair was fair, with fine large blue eyes ; her nofe a 
“ little aquiline, with pouting red lips. Her features were regular, 
“ her complexion fair and delicate, and her cheeks covered with a 
fine natural vermillion, of which Ihe took care to convince me 
« by rubbing them hard with a cloth. Her neck I thought a little 
too long ; but, to make amends, the fineft bofom and teeth in 
«* the world fet off the other charms of this beautiful flave, for 
“ whom the Armenian afked 4000 Turkifhpiaftres, but permitted 
« me to feel her pulfe, to convince •’myfelf that fhc was in perfeft 
** health ; after which fhc was ordered away, when the merchant 
“ affured me that fhe was a pure virgin of 18 years of age.” 

He next offered him two others, older, and lefs handfome, at 
3000 piaftres for the two ; but thefe I (hall not follow Mr. Keelman 
an deferibing, as I am pretty fure that you would not have been a 

X * purchafer 
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purchafer any more than the honeft German ; who, however, feeros 
to have let a proper value on the youth and beauty of the firft, al- 
though “her neck was a little too long” for his taftc. 

I was more lurprifed, probably, than I ought to have been (as 
common ufage renders every thing familiar) at the perfe6l indif- 
ference with which the inhabitants of Calfa behold this traffic in 
beauty that hfid ihocked me lb much, and at their alluring me, when 
Hecmed alFebfed at the practice, that'" it was the only method whichpa- 
rentshad of bettcringtheftatcof their handfome daughters, dejiined at 
all events to the baram ; for that the rifh Afiatic gentleman who pays 
4000 piaftres for a beautiful miftrefs treats and prizes her as an 
earthly houri, in pcrfcdl conviblion that his fuccefs with the houries 
of Paradil'e entirely depends on his behaviour to the fifterhood on 
earth, who will bear teftimony againft him in cafe of ill ufage ; in 
fliort, that, by being dil’pofed of to rich mulfulxnen, they were furc 
to live in affluence and cafe the*reft Of their daysj and in a ftate by 
no means degrading in Mahomet&h countries, where their Prophet 
has permitted the feraglio. But that, on the contrary, if they fell 
into the hands of their own feudal lords, the barbarous inhabitants 
of their own native mohhtains, which it is very difficult for beauty 
to cl'capc, their lot was comparatively ■(Vretched, as thofe rode chief- 
tains have very little of either refpedl or gencrofity toward the fair 
fcx. Such is the opinion of the Crim Tartars on this curious fub- 
ie( 5 l ; who, being Mahometans, have haram's thcmfelvcs, and treat 
their women as rel'pec^lfully as any nation in Afia. 

However, notwithftanding all this fine Mahometan reafoning, 
which feems to put both Turk and Tartar confcienccs ipcrfe<£lly at 
cafe, how much are we inhabitants of the polifhed countries of 
Europe fhocked at the horrible pra<^ioe of parents felling- their owTt 
children ! thoughlam afraid it was once buttoocommon- every where, 
and'that it is attached to a certain ftate of civil fociety, which does 
not abandon it till it arrives at a Confiderable degree of civilization. 
1 think that you will allow my remark to be well' founded, when you 

confide r. 
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confider, thatfo late as the year 1015”, you made an exprefs law- 
in England to prevent parents felling their own children. 

But that this practice was of very high antiquity, we have many 
proofs ; and it mud have been widely fpread among ditFerent 
nations, as we read of Solomon’s** haram being filled with the 
daughters of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and 
Hittites, &c. to the amount of 300, certainly all purchafed, and 
mod probably from their parents ; as you have proved, in your 
“ Ruffian Antiquities,” that even wives were bought in remote an- 
tiquity, before the modern practice was introduced of giving a 
dowry with a pretty daughter to get her off your hands. 

If it was the ufage in the time of Solomon” to purchafe wives 
as well as concubines, how very extenfive mud the cudom of parents 
felling their children hav£ been, only judging from the 700 fpoufes 
of that fame monarch, who mud, like his concubines, have come 
from various countries, if the accufation of Ezra the jewilh cx- 
traftor be well founded, who lays to the charge of his pagan 
their having engaged the King to worfliip Alhtoreth, Milcom, 
Chemoffi, and Molech, probably idols of different nations ! 

This long inquiry into the cudoms of antiquity, before the chril- 
tian religion had made fuchpraaices criminal, you will eafily per- 
ceive is to enable us to judge with candour of ufages that we find in 
our travels, dill exiding among men, probably much in the fame 
date of civil fociety as when they were pra6liled of old, even by the 

See Guthrie’s Table of Extraordinary Event.i appended to his Geography. 

9^ The fame of tliis wife fovereign roiUl have fpread IV indeed, when we find Mr. Bnicr prov- 
ing, from the archives of Abyflinia, that Sheba, or Saba, queen ot the haft, left her gold and 
ivory country (which our traveller difeovered) to procure a race of Suiomons lor the throne ot 
Abyflinia, and which they flill'occupy to thU day. Kdx tor . 

9 i There can be n^ doubt that the flave trade at large is of Iiigh antiquity, a« it is o;u-n men- 
tioned in the Bible, tlic moft antient of all written records jofeph was fold to flave-merchantu, 
and the Prophet Ezekiel, in Chap, ay, mentione the great trade in Oaves which was caiTJcrl on 
by the Greeks. 

X 2 
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Jews, the moft learned and poliflied nation of early times ; and to 
Ihow that, although we (hudder with horror in all the pride of our 
fuperior lights and cultivated feelings, at ufages fo repugnant to 
our own Ibnti meats and ways of thinking, ftill we fliould not too 
harlhly condemn thofe who praftil'e them, without entering into 
the different points of view in which , they may be feen by the in- 
habitants of tlfe Taurida, Turkey, or any other country where men 
are led by many concurring caufes to think differently from our- 
I'elves. 

In taking leave of this once flourifliing city, I cannot help re- 
marking, that its ruined buildings may once more refume their 
antient fplendour, if the original caufe that eredted them fhould 
again operate in its favour ; and I by no means think it impoflible 
that Ruffta^ which brings goods by land from Chinuy may one day 
reftorc the India trade by the antient channels, the Caipian and 
Phafis, more efpecially fince its vidtorious banners are now waving 
in the very country through which the rich merchandize ufed to pafs, 
and may probably render the route fafe in future by a friendly treaty 
with the natives. 

What miracles has not the India commerce performed in all ages ? 
Is it pofiible to touch on this fubjedl without recolkaing the fplendid 
Palmyra (whofe ruins ftill aftonifh travellers), raifed as if by magic 
on a green illand, in the midft of a burning defert, and from being 
merely the refting-place of the caravans, on their way to the Weft 
with the riches of the Eaft ; yet it cloathed in imperial purple its 
queen Zenobia (as it had before done her hulband the valiant Ode- 
nathus), whodifputed with Rome the empire of the Eaft, and placed 
under her Iceptre Egypt, Syria, and Mefopotamia ! 

After fuch an example,, can we be furprifetl at the antient fplen- 
dour of this city, while it was the Buxine emporium for India goods i 
or can we believe itumpoffible that the re-opening of their antient 
channel may rebuild its fallen walls, even in fpite of the paffage by 

the 
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the Cape of Good Hope, when we fee the old land trade to China 
profitably carried on by Rufifia fo long after that important dif- 
covery ? 

ThC' importation into CafFa at the time of Mr. Keclman’s vifit 
(hall finifla this long letter, and the fubjeft at prefent, till it flaall 
again occur in my general (ketch of the Euxine commerce'’’. The 
principal articles are, peltry.; woollen cloth.; velvet; filk ; fatin ; 
damalk ; gold and filver (luffs ; linen; muflin ; worked and block 
copper; dying drugs, more cfpccially indigo; cochineal; alum;-. 
Brazil, and logwood. Alfo, gum lac; rice; fugar; coffee; and. 
tobacco (now exported from the fame city) ; aloc.s’wood; cotton, 
and cotton thread ; anifeed; fulphur; opium; mallic; farfaparilla; , 
perfumes ; paper ; dried fruits ; fpiccs ; t^n ; iron (now exported) ; 
fteel ; and Nurembourg toys. 

After writing fuch, a lift, and fo much out of my ufual train of 
fcribbling, I think I may fafely reft my hand, and bid you Good 
night ; hut remember, that this cololfal fcrawl is to make up for 
fcveral pigmy epiftlcs on my lazy days. So adieu. 

«« I.citir^X.XXX!I. . 


LETTER 
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From Kerch, the Panticapeos of Scylax, and 
Panticapcum of Strabo, 

I MAKE no doubt that you are happy to find me fairly out of CafFa, 
and on my way to the antient capital of the Bofphorus, now Kerch ; 
but, as you know that I by no means like driving over claflic ground 
with the fwiftncfs of a courier, I muft here inform you, that, in- 
ftead of galloping along the high road, ftraight to the Cimmerian 
Bofphorus, on which the antient Panticapcum (lands, I intend to 
do juft the contrary, and jog (lowly up along the coaft, to look for 
the ruins of fome antient Greek ciries which once ftood there. 

The firft place that we looked for was, the Zepherium of Pliny, 
which PeylTonel thinks muft have ftood at Zavita ; but not a trace 
now remains to favour the learned Conful’s conjefture. The next 
that we (hould have met with was, the Kimerikon of the middle 
ages, which ftood at the fouth entrance of the Bofphorus, where 
thefe ftraits enter the Euxine, and arc 15 verfts broad, as Strabo 
fays veryjuftly (for his 74 (lades nearly meafur^e that diftance) ; but 
no ruins of that city are to be fccn, more than of the former ; nor 
was our fcarch for the remains of the Acra of Ptolemy more fuccefsful, 
which Strabo places on the European fide of the Bofphorus, diredly 
oppofitc to the city of Corocondamus, in the idand of Phanagoria, 
or Taman (See , the Map for the pofition of all thefe antient places). 

In 
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In fliort, we arrived here without having met with any veftige of 
antiquity, or any thing elfe worth notice. 

The Tartar city of Kerch, at which we now arc, is undoubtedly 
the Panticapeos of Scylax, and the Panticapeum of Strabo ; one of 
thofe built by the Milefians on their firft fettling in the Taurida ; and 
k feems always to have been the capital of the kingdom of Bofphorus, 
and the refidence of its kings. • 

For my own part, I am fully convinced, that tliis is likewife the 
city which was afterwards called Bofphorus, although geographers 
are by no means agreed on this laft fa6l ; nay, fome even difpute its 
claim to being the Greek Panticapeos ; but all thefe contrary opinions 
muft fall to the ground of themfcives, as the other city Jcnikal, a 
little farther up the flraits, by no mean$ anfwers the defeription. 
given of the antient Bofphoric capital by claflic authors ; its port 
alone being a fufficient refutation of the miftake, as neither the fleet 
of Mithridates, nor that of the Romans, could either have found 
room or fhelter there ; while not a veftige of ruins is found at 
Jenikal, though many are ftill fecn here at Kerch. In fhort, to- 
flnifh this fubjedt once for all, as realbning on it would only fatigue 
you, I lhall remark that the accurate geography of the Cimmerian 
Bofphorus by Strabo has fortunately come down to us ; and that 
both the pofition and defeription that he gives us of Panticapeum 
agrees perfeftly with Kerch ; while his meafurement of 70 ftades, 
between that antient capital and the city of Phanagoria in the 
oppofite ifland (latcTaman), puts the matter out of all doubt ; nay 
this diftance has been again meafured by Gleb, prince of Tmuta- 
racan (as Taman was called while a RulTian province), and found 
to be cxablly 1 8 Ruflian verfts, or 70 Roman ftades ; as the monu- 
ment” that he eredled on the occafion ftill teftifics. Now all this 
will by no means apply to Jenikal ; fo that it would only be lofs of 
time to difeufs the queftion farther. 

See an Engrarinf* of thla Monamenl, Tlatb II. Fjg. 7. 

Strabo 
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' Strabo tells us, in his 7th book, that Panticapeum was 20 ftades" 
dn circumference, though very clofely built, and defended, as at pre« 
fent, by a fort built by the Milefians, its founders. 

[A Correfpondent of the Imperial Academy of Sciences, Mr.de 
Biberftien, towhofe tnanufcript the Editor is much indebted for the 
Tauric Antiquities given toward the end of this volume’’, has lately, 
traced the remains of a wall and towers, which polTibly once fur- 
rounded this city ; but whether of Greek or Roman workmanthip 
it is difficult to determine.] 

Before entering upon the modern ftate of this city, it may not be 
amifs to give a hafty fketch of its antient hiftory ; more efpecially 
as it will include that of the kingdom of which it was the capital, 
once well known to the learned from tiie frequent mention made 
of it by claffic authors, although now probably forgotten in Europe, 
by having been fo long (hut up through Turkilh policy. 

We arc told, that the firft fovereigns of the Bofphorus were called 
Archaeana6lorides”, or antient chiefs, according to the real meaning 
of the word ; but we have no particular information refpedting them, 
owing, as has been before remarked, to the lofs of the great work 
of Trogus Pompeius ; fo that the firft prince of the country, of 
w’hom we know even the name, was Spartacusthe ift, v)ho began the 
fecond dynajiy"‘% and reigned about feyen years; when he was fuc- 
.ceeded by Seleucus ^fuppofed to be his fon), who fat on the throne 

•• Utter XCIV. 

It is fpid, that ia the fifth century the Archxahaktlde^, a race of men from Mytilcne, founded 
this monarchy j an article of information which I have met with fince this letter was written j but 
as no authority is given I cannot decide on it. Editor. 

The few fadtii collected relative to this fccond dynafty of Bofphoric Kings arc found Ui the 
memoir of Mr. dc Boze. Sec Mem. de V Academ. des Bel. Lrtt. Vol. II. and the Diflertaiion of 
P. Soucict, Paris, 1736, 4to. } but it is to the valuable %aork of M. Cary, dc 1 ' Academie de Marfcille, 
intituled “ Hiftoirc du Bofphorc Cimmericii,” printed at Paris in 2751, that 1 owe tail their medals 
given in this work, with much intcrefting information. It is, however, onljr the defeription of 
the Bofphoric medals that I owe to Mr. Cary, and fomc has in the Aipplcmcnt to my hiftorical 
iketclr of the kingdom^ made out with much labour from the feeble lights in antient and modern 
writers. 

/our 
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four more ; after which Diodorus the Sicilian, our only guide in the 
Bofphoric hiftory, leaves a blank of 20 years, which is ably filled 
by Mr. de Boze with Spai tacus II. whofe reign of 20 years 
perfedHy agrees with the Bofphoric ara, fince difeovered by a fuite. 
of medals given by Mr. Cary, and which I have made ufc of. Sa- 
tyrus, fon of Spartacus II. who fucceeded his father, reigned 
14 years ; and muft have been a man much beloved by his fubjcdls, 
if the monument which Strabo fpeaks of. by the name of Monu- 
mentum Satyri^ and which ftill remains in the Bofphorus, was ereifted 
to his memory by the people whom he governed (Sec the Map for 
this monument, which feems to have been his tomb). Thefc four 
reigns bring down the Bofphoric hiftory to the time of Leucon, 
fon of the laft prince Satyrus, the great ftjicnd of the Athenians, 
who is mentioned in my ^LlVth Letter, and whofe exploits were 
recorded by the Greek philofopher Chryfippus. 

Two things appear evident from the Grecian accounts of this 
reign ; viz. that the Taurida was, even at that early period, the 
occafional granary of Greece (as it has long fince been of Conftan- 
tinople), judging from the immenfe quantity of corn Ihippcd at one 
time for Athens from the port of Thcodocia alone ; and I think 
wc may with equal jufticc draw a fccond conclufion, that this king- 
dom muft then have been in no inconfidcrable ftate of civilization, 
when foreign minifters, fuppofing them only toUiavc been Confuls 
for the purpofes of trade, refided in that city, and enjoyed con- 
fidcrable privileges. Leucon’s reign, according to Mr. Cary, was 
of 40 years. 

The next two fovereigns, Spartacus III. who reigned five years, 
and Paerifades I. 38 years, both fons of Leucon, feem to have 
kept up the intereft which their father had'fo well cultivated in 
Athens, by marked attentions to the famous orator Demofthenes ; as 
wc find Dinarchus, in a fpeech that he made againft that great man, 
accufing him of having received a yearly gift of 1 000 bufliels of 
wheat from thefc two princes in fucceflion. 

Y 
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As to tl’iC firrt of them, we know, from Diodorus Siculus, that he 
rcftorcd to his throne a neighbouring king named Hccateus, U]>oa 
filch cruel conditions, that they brought on him a long war," 
•in which he loft a favourite fon ; a circiimftance that foou 
broke his heart, and laid him in the grave. Thefc conditions 
were, that Hccatxus muft put to death his wife, and marry 
the daughter l)f Spartacus : cruel terms indeed to be preferibed 
to a man of any humanity ; and there is little reafon to wonder 
if he lufFered lor his infamous action, inftcad of reaping the deni ed 
advantage, and faw his family weakened and diminilhed, inftcad 
of ftrengthened and augmented, by fuch nefarious means. As to 
Pi'rifadts, Polyxnus has preferved a curious faiT, that he kept 
three dift'erent dreli'es foj’ a day of battle : in the firlt he formed his, 
army in battle array ; the Iccond, which He wore in the combat,. was 
only known to his principal officers i and in the third drefs he was to 
efcape, if defeated 

• 

* * 'riic n>r-.la1llc hillory of the Bofjfliorua begin? wlib 
P.tnl'ulcs T, at U.ilr I'ts rt.ins art*, the firll ns yet fouiul ; aiul 
from iIm ir h.isinj; no date they tVcni to have Ihch tlrnt k he*« 
tore the klnc;'' <'f Ihdphor'is Iiatl adopted (hj ,Tra of the kiijo<. 
dom ul' Pidiiis, w !jI( h they fdUT'wards did, a;i \\ ill be ll cn ou 
theii (oiiis In re in t. legtdir I’tioceirMn ns tlw i.ililnets of J’Airope eim at pitfeiit enable us 
lo do. 'J'jte .noiioyr.'in ul raniitdptiun, under tliu ch.ui’ ul rallaii, lliows tluil the itbove coin \\;i 4 
Urnek in Uiat < ity. 
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LETTER LI. 


Ffo?n Kcrdt, on the Cimh^crian BoJ})horii^, 

If you be not tired with my rapid fkctch of the hidory of this 
city and kingdom, which cannot be fcpar^cd, I will, in ihi;. letter, 
bring it down to the Roman conquelt of the Bofphorus ; as that 
period will include the tragical death of the great Mithridates (who 
fell by domeftic treafon in the very place where we now arc), and 
render more clear and intelligible the Mcdallic Hiftory of the king- 
dom which I intend giving hereafter. 

To refume then the thread of our dory; — if we are to judge 
from the punidiment of heaven, we fhould fufpccl that Picriladcs 
had a hand in his brother’s cruelties ; as he left three fons, who cut ” 
one another olF in fuccedion, each mounting the difputed throne 
for a moment, only to be hurled down by an enraged and unna- 
tural brother. 

The firfl; of the three who filled this dangerous feat was SatyruslI. 
who wasfoon attacked by his brother Emulus, aided by Ariopharnes 
king of Thrace, at the head of 42,000 men. Satyrus, however, 
being likewife fupported by a reinforcement of 32,000 barbarians, 
and 2000 Greeks, commanded by a general named Menifeus, gained 
the vidlory over his rebellious brother, although he died of the 
wounds that he received in battle, after a fliort reign of nine months. 
Menifeus conveyed the king’s corpfe to the third brother Prytanis, 
then in Panticapeum, who caufed it to be interred in great date, 

Y 2 and 
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and featcd himfelf on the throne, from which he was foon driven, 
and killed in battle, by the turbulent Emulus, on his refufing to 
divide the kingdom with him. 

Emulus I. began his reign by putting to death all the chil- 
dren of his brothers, excc|^t one, called Parifadcs, who fortunately 
efcaped to Agaras, a king of Scythia (not to be found in the lift of 
Scythian I;ings«come down to us), but who does not appear to have 
ever n'ouHted the throne. 

This ambitious prince, however unfairly he came by the throne, 
proved according to the evidence of Diodofus Siculus and other 
writers, to be the greateft ftatefman and warrior that ever filled it, 
although he only reigned five years and a half, judgement for his 
crimes then overtaking him. As he was coming from Scythia, in a 
cart, or kabitka, the horl’cs took fright at,! fort of umbrella placed 
on it to keep off the fun, and, Emulus being thrown out, his fword 
entangled in the wheels, fo that he was killed before the wild Scy- 
thian animals could be flopped. 

The prince that fuccecdcd him was Spartacus IV. w'ho reigned 
20 years, and died in the fourth year of the izzd Olympiad, or the 
465th year of Rome, 289 years before Chrift. 

After his death, there is a chafin of 170 years in the Bofphoric 
hiftory, till the good king Pxrifades II. mounted the throne, which 
he furrendered to Mithridates*'* without a blow, declaring that he 
could not think of permitting his beloved fubjc6ls to fpill their blood 

’ * The grazing Aagon this medal, as well as thccrefccnt 
and Aar, mIAcIi have, fo much puzzled antiquaries, evidently 
belong to the Tauric Diana, then worfliipped in all thel'c 
countries ; while the A bt^hind the animal is the firft letter 
of licr name; and the reafon no other king of Bofplioruii 

had them on his coins feeras to be, bccaufc Mithridatca 
alone was fovereign of the ftrongly fortiAcd peninlula of Hcraclea Cherfonefus j where her temple 
ftood j which he took by ftorm from the tyrant Scilurus i for, the other Bofphoric princes were fo 
far from commanding there, that the two feparate principalities were generally at war, polfibly 
encouraged by the Romans, who found it fometimes necellary to fet one againft the other, topre^ 
4rrvc their fupreme fway as lords paramount of the Taurida. Sec Letters XXIX, &c. 
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in fo unequal a conteft, after having bled fo often in his defence 
againft the Scythians. So that, from the firft foundation of the 
kingdom of Bofphorus, up to the conqueft of it by the hero of 
Pontus, juft mentioned, we have a lift handed down to us of 14 
kings, in a period of 375 years and 6 months. [See a continuation 
of the Medallic Hiftory of the kingdom of Bofphorus at the end of 
the volume.] • 

My next letter will contain as much of the hiftory of the great 
Mithridates as is combined with that of the Taurida; and, indeed,, 
his death in this city is one of the moft intcrefting events in antient 
times ; as it freed the Romans from an enemy that had fet their 
whole power at defiance for 30 years, ever fcorning the ftavery and 
fubjeflion which they impofed on other foyereigns. 


E E T T E R Lll. 


From Keith. 

Mithridates, king of Pontus, on the oppofttc fide of the 
Euxine, conquered this kingdom, as faid before in my letter from 
Chexfon '•*, at the fame time that he fubdued the reft of the Taurida ; 
but we find that the Bofphorus revolted foon after, and had been a 
fecond time reduced to obedience by the old hero, who had placed 
his fonMacharca on the throne, and was leading his viaorious army„ 


«'’> Leltw XXIX.: 
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Ifio' 

as Appian tells ns, a^ainfl: the Acha.‘ans, a people of Grecian ex- 
tra£lion fettled on the coaft of the Cuban, when he was called to 
defend his own kingdom of Pontus, again invaded by the Romans 
on the death of his friend Sylla, who had kept his domineering 
countrymen from pcrfcciiting him for a time, and thereby gave him 
the only rel'pitc tliat he ever enjoyed, during his long reign, from the 
condant attack? of ihofc ambitious republicans, who exai 5 led fub- 
milhon from every country which their legions could redch, with 
the facred name of hiherty profaned on their bloody banners. 

In the catallrophc of his death I lhall follow Plutarch, as he 
wrote in the reign of Vefpafian, only about a century after the 
event, when there might dill be people alive who had the particulars 
from the foldiers of i^onjjjey, his conqueror ; and more efpecially 
as all that the moralid fays is confirmed both by Appian and Dion 
Calfuis. 

Mithridates, after his lad defeat by Pompey, fled, only accom- 
panied by 300 hori'e, and his faithful midrefs Hypficratea drclTed 
and armed like a man, to the kingdom of hofjdiorus, then governed 
by his foil Machares, who, dreading punilhmciit for having leagued 
with the Romans, retired, according to the tradition of this country 
dill remaining, to the ,fort of Arabat (the Hcraclum of Ptolemy) 
on the Putrid Sea, where he was killed by fomcof his father’s faith- 
ful dihjccls, who were dill left in the pcninfula, although now too 
few to fupport his tottering fortune. 

The old king, however, by no means lod his antient courage, 
bnt fet about making vigorous preparations for executing a bold pro:- 
jc<ft worthy of a better fate ; this was no lefs than leading an army 
into Italy, and, by attacking their own donyinions, to oblige the 
Roman Icnatctorecal Pompey from Pontus, as Scipio had obliged the 
Carthaginians to recall Hannibal from the gates of Rome. But this 
project was too daring for the courage of an Afiatic army, as Mi- 
thridates found to his cod ; more cfpccially as his Bofphoric troops 
were partly coippofed of Roman deferters, who trembled at the 

thought 
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thought of trufting thcmfclvcs in Italy; fo that his rebellious Ion, 
Pharnaccs, found it an ealy matter to iiir up a revolt, both in the 
army encamped before the city, and in the fleet moored in the port 
of Panticapeos. 

The venerable hero had gone to roufe his troops to the bold deed 
that he meditated, when he found his.favouritc I'on, whom he had 
jull; pardoned for an attempt on his life, in open rrcbcllion agaiult 
him. This made him leave the camp in defiiair, and lluit hiinfelf 
in Panticapeos' ■*, where being convinced that all was loll, by the 
horrid Ihouts of his troops in proclaiming the traitor king, after 
fomc fruitlcfs attempts to gain permiflion from the monllcr to Ipcnd 
his few remaining days in retirement'"’, he, with tears in his eyes, 
befought the gods, from the battlements where he flood, to make 
his fon one day feel tlu; anguilh of a father in a fimilar lituation. 
He then retired into the interior of the palace, and tliere difmifled 
with prefents and blcffings his few remaining friends, only retaining 
his two favourite daughters, Mithridata and Niffa, brides to the 
kings of Kgypt and Cyprus, who chofc to die with their father 
rather than live flaves to the Romans; and they all three fwalloweil 
poifon, w'hich Mithridates had conflantly carried concealed in the 
fcabbard of his fword, relolvcd never to fall alive into the hands 
of the haughty republicans ; though he dirl fo when dead, as his 
parricide fon font his body to Pompey, who buried him, with great 
fplendour and ftate, in the tomb of his anceflors at Sinope in Pontus, 
and thereby gave to the monllcr a fcvcrc reprimand. 

Thus fell at laft, by means of domcllic treafon, in the 69th 
year of his age, after a glorious reign of 57 years, the hereof bis 
country, and the greateft fovcrcign of his time, as his magnani- 
mous conqueror acknowledged ; and fuch is even the language of 

Plutarch fays, in Paffi}cnf)ens dirrflh/ f itjtnpic UhPhar.agorin now, i\^ we know (hat 
Phanagurla was the city iiiicc called Taninn, the enpiud of the iiland in iuitieni aiid intuit rn linic''’, 
this pniVage ronfiriiis the pofition of Pantie;ip< os or l\cuh, as laid down by Siinbo iiiui other an* 
tient geographers, for it h cxaflly oppofitc to the< ity of Taman, \^l)icli Jeihkal is n d. 

Wlio> they fay, anfwered his father's rctpicll, wiih llic horrid expi'<;lIion, JUi /tiiii die* 

the 
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the writers ®f a country of which he had fo long been the dread, 
wliilc they accufe him of luft and cruelty, tlie common vices of 
eaftcrn dcfpots. Appian affures us, that he was a great patron of 
letters, which he muft have cultivated himfelf to good purpofe, as 
he ul’cd to fpcak to the ambaffadors of twenty-two nations, each in 
his own language ; for that was the number once living under his 
iceptre. It vvilK be ncedlefs here to give my authority for this laft 
faci, as I lhall again touch on the fubjeft when I come to give the 
hiltory of the Greek colonies on the Euxinc, which it will be im- 
poflible even to mention without naming the great king of Pontus 
to whofc dominion fo many of them were fubjefted. 

But the bed teftimony of the greatnefs of Mithridales was, the 
rejoicing in Rome on occafion of his death. The joyful tidings 
•were received in the conUillhip of the elqquent Cicero ; and the 
■Senate decreed a izdays’feftival to thank the gods for their wonderful 
deliverance from an old man of 70, as we learti from the famous 
orator himfelf ; while the tribunes enacted, that Pompey Ihould 
wear a laurel crmvn with the triumphal robe at the Circenfian fports, 
arid a purple robe at the fcenical reprefentations. 

Thus ended the Mithridatic war, which had lafted 30 years, as 
•Pompey recorded under the fpoik hung up in the temple of Minerva 
at Rome ; for which we have the authority of Pliny. 

J cannot help remarking, that, as the Romans gave the kingdom 
of Fontus to the parricide Pharnaces, there is fome rcafori to fuf- 
peft that -they did not hold his treafon in all the abhorrence which 
it merited, and that the republican dodrinc, of holy infurrehlion being 
the mojl facred of duties^ is not quite fo new as fome people may have 
iuppofed. 

The wonderful wealth of Mithridates, though not proverbial like 
that of Creefus, is (till a matter of much curiofity ; as fuch, I intend 
jfilling my next letter with Appian’s account of his treafure^ &c. ; 
'.nnd muft clofe this, without bcingable, after all onrfcarch in the ruins 
»of Panticapeum,^ to fend you any thing but a catalogue of rarities. ’ 

LETTER 
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irom Kerch, 

I 

If, before hearing the fine ftory of the Greek hiftorlan, who only 
wrote in the reign of Trajan, you choofe to hear me, I will tell 
you a few anecdotes, colle£led from thfife who wrote before him, 
relative to fome coftly trinkets that were ftolen, before the Roman 
commiflarics began their 30 days’ inventory, and which, of courfc, 
arc not to be found in it. 

Firft, Mithridates’ poifon box, or fcabbard, which coft 400 
talents, was Rolen by a Roman, and fold to Ariarathes, king of 
Cappadocia. 

Secondly, his turban, or Rate cap, a curious and coRly piece of 
workmanfliip, fet with rich gems, was likewife carried off by one 
Caius, and given by him to FauRus, fon of Sylla, the king’s old 
friend, at whofe houfe it was kept, and often fliown to Rrangers, 
with many other curious things from Pontus. 

Now attend to the Alexandrian, as my preliminary anecdotes arc 
finiRicd. 

Appian firR tells us, that Pompey found in the city of Talura, 
which went by the name of Mithridates’ wardrobe, 2000 cups of 
onyx fet in gold, with fuch a quantity of coRIy furniture and horfe 
trappings, as faddlcs, bridles, houfings, &c. fet with precious 
Rones, that the Roman commiffaries were thirty days in making 
out the inventory of this place alone. 

Z 
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In another caftlc he found three large tables, with nine falvers 
«f mafly gold, and of immenfe value, as they were all fet with 
precious ftones. He likewife found here, the ftatues of Minerva, 
Mars, and Apollo, all of mafly gold, and moft curious workman- 
fhip. But what moft furprifes us in this lift is, the mention of a 
pair of gaming-tables, made of two precious ftones three feet 
broad, and fout long, with men of the fame material (fo that they 
muft have been chefs or draught boards) ; and on each was a moon 
of gold of 30 pounds weight. 

In a third fort, fituated in the mountains, was the king’s own 
ftatuc, eight cubits high, with Ws throne and feeptre ; and, laftly, 
the bed of ftateof his anceftor Darius, fon of HyftafpeS, King of 
Perfia ; all of mafly gold.. 

Appian finifhes his account of Mithridat'es’ treafure by telling us, 
that fome of thefe fine things had been depofitcd by Cleopatra in 


The precious ftones mentioned here muft tiave been in the fecond order of gems, as the 
firft conftfts folcly of fmalt prifms of a few inches at moft j fo that it is difticult to conceive of 
what gem thefe tables were made» unlefs it were of lapis lazuli in the fecond order, a ftone highly 
prized in antiquity, for Its beautiful mixture, of a fine blue, and ihining particles of gold or filver« 
Wc, however, read of wonderfully large emeralds, both in the writings of antiquity, and of the 
Middle Ages • i but we now know, that all precious ftones, meafured by the cubit or foot» are 
only rcfembling them; fuch as that fhown in the Abbey of Rychenau, near the Lake of 
Conftance, mcafuring two feet and a half in length, under the name of an emerald. ITic fine 
purple fluor, of which Dcrbyfhire, in England, furnifhes fuch noble fpccimens, was likewife an<« 
tiently confidered as a precious ftone, under the name of the mother of amcthyft ; and Abyflinian 
Bruce, on vifiting the liland of Emeralds in the Arabian gulph (from whence the antients are 
faid to have drawn their large emeralds), found nothing there l^it bits of green ftuor. Natural 
hiftory has much to regret, that Mr! Bruce was fo little acquainted witli the interefting fcience of 
mineralogy, when he examined the Egyptian mountains, and many other curious fpots, where 
he talks of fubfiances in terms that we do not fufficiently underftand, to give them their place in 
a fyftcm of mineralogy. This was juft the cafe in the Ifland of Efticralds. In like manner, the 
hatchets of tlie South Sea illandcrs arc, in Cook’s Voyage, faid to be made of green talk, a foft 
fubftance, very unfit for a hatchti^ whereas, on the Editor’s receiving one of them, he found it 
made of green pctrofilex, or jade, a moft excellent bard ftone for the purpofc, inlcrior only ta 
iron as a tool, 

* Set the Editot^s TrcAtUe on Gsins of tl;e firft and fecond orderf> printed at F^ihiburih by Dr. James Anderfon. 

the 
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the hands of the Coans, who gave them up to the King of Pontus ; 
and another part of them he had inherited from his anceftors of the 
royal houfe of Perfia. So far the Greek hiftorian ; but, you know, 
I love to make my own remarks upon curious fubjefts; and I can- 
not help thinking, that, exclufive of the large portion of this im- 
menle treafure which Appian accounts for, a confiderable part mud 
have been collefted by Mithridates himfelf ; for even the number of 
malTy gold ftatucs in the catalogue, which were neither Egyptian 
nor Perfian, (judging from the perfonages whom they reprefentedj 
demondrates fuch a wonderful profufion of the precious metal as 
tempts one to fpeculate on the fource whence it was procured ; and 
as he once polTcired the rich kingdom of Colchis, which fo early 
attracted the avidity of the Greeks to carry off its golden fleece, in 
the ufual ftyle of Grecian fable, that was probably his Peru ; as 1 
am of opinion, not only that the rivers walh down gold from the 
mountains, which the inhabitants dill amafs by means of Iheep- 
Ikins placed in the rivers to intcrceptthe precious particles; but that 
antiently the gold mines from which they come were known and 
worked, though now loft and negledfed by the prefent barbarous 
inhabitants of the Cancafus. However, as I muft not only refume 
this fubje<5l elfewhere but Ihall likewife point out other 
fources of riches in the dominions of this prince, I Ihall for the 
prefent bid you adieu. 

See in the Appendix the continuation of the anticut Bofphoric Hiftory, illuftratod hy Ojc 
coins of its kings. 
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LETTER LIV. 


From Kerch, the Bofphorus of ProcOptu%, 

The Tartar city of Kerch has very little to recommend it as 
fijch ; the only thing worthy attention here being ruins of the an- 
tient Panticapeos, or rather of Bojphorus., its laft clafllc name ; 
as I flioulcl fuppofe that the ruins of the firft Milefian edifices muft 
be long fmee mouldered awav, or employed in building the fccond 
city, for the refidencc of the kings of the country, on the fite of 
the former. 

The moft remarkable edifice that time has fpared in its primitive 
form, is an old Saracen or Gothic temple, which its conlfruftion- 
Ihows to have been dedicated to Chrift, and, of courfc, built after 
the commencement of the chriftian aera. 

What is moft remarkable in its conftruftion is, the periftylc, fup- 
ported by pillars, each hewn out of a fingle block of marble,, 
while fome more of thefc columns of a coloflal fizc lying near it„ 
evidently Ihow, that fome antient Greek temple has- been made 
to contribute to this pious edifice. 

Antique marble ftatues, of Grecian workmaqfliip, have likevvife 
been dug up in Kerch, together with a large bafin of fine marble, 
now employed to water the liorlcs. 

Thcle remains of antiquity, as none arc found at Jenikal, would, 
certainly point out this city to be the antient capital of the Bofphorus, 

if 
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if even medals were not alfo dug up here, bearing the name of Pan- 
ticapeos, and other attributes peculiar to it ‘ 

We cannot, however, expert to find very confidcrable remains of 
the fine arts in a country which has been fucccflively in the pof* 
feflion of fuch a number of different nations, fincc the time of the 
Greeks and Romans, its antient conquero s arnl inhabitants ; many 
of them barbarous Tartar hordes, who certainly 'had but little 
refpeiSt for the works of their polifhed predccclTors ; nay, wc even 
perceive, by an occafional baffo relievo peeping out of the walls of 
the churches, that theGothic chriflians of the peninfula have made 
as free with antique materials, as either the Pagan or Mahometan 
Tartars. — But to continue the middle age and modern hiftory of 
the Bofphorus ; more efpec'.ally of Kerch, ^its capital, 

Procopius, fecretary to. the famous Behfarii's, tells us, in his cu- 
rious Greek hiftory, that the Koiares, or Huns, took poirdfion of 
the city of Bolpliorus (now Kerch), and of the kingdom at large, 
no doubt, after the cxpulfion of its kings ; as he adds, that they 
were mafters of the whole Klimata, or Southern toafi, down to 
Cherfon, which Ifill held for the Romans; by which he muft mean 
the lower empire, or the C.efars of Conflantmopic, 

He next informs us, “ that Gyrgenes, King of Iberia, having 
“ implored the protcdtion of the Romans againft the Perfians, 
“ Juftin lent Probus to raife an army of Huns, or Kozarcs, in 
“ the maul line city of Bofphorus, dircBly oppofite to Bhatiap^oi la, 
and 20 days jouiney from Cherfon-,” a pafiage which, rn my 
opinion, points out Kerch to be Bofphorus as well as Panticapeum, 
a matter fo much difputed among geographers , for there is no 
other maritime city ii> the whole Taurida, 20 days journey from 
Chcrlon, befidcs Kerch or Jeuikdl, and the latter is not oppofite to 
Phdiiagoria. 

Thefp the Editor will notice more particiilc'ily m the Appendix:, where he has .illotud a 
jlatc for all the amicnt medals, monument#, and Gietk i duipiiniis, fuuiid in tJic l.iund.i. 


Kerch 
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Kerch is placed in a fituation fo dry and barren, that nothing 
but the allurements of commerce and maritime dominion could ever 
have made it a favourite refidencc for the fovereigns of the country; 
its port, however, at once explains the caufe of this marked pre- 
ference, as it is fo much fuperior in point of fafety from ihoals, 
rocks, and ftorms, to all the others in the Cimmerian Bofphorus, 
that the fliipsLoth of Jenikal and Taman (the antient Phanagoria) 
commonly winter here ; an argument which, it may be thought, 
Ihould alone determine its having always been the capital of the 
kingdom, whether under the names of Panticapeos or Bofphorus, 
even if Strabo hiid not fo accurately determined its pofition under 
its firft, and Procopius under its fecond appellation ; as othcrwife 
we muft fuppofe that tl>r Greeks, Romans, and Mithridates, were 
carelefs of the fafety of their fleets, and the merchants blind to 
their own intcreft ; a degree of fccpticifm beyond my portion. 

The defcription of the country round this city anfwers pretty 
nearly to that of the whole peninfula of Kerch, which, in general, 
is a low flat country, very little raifed above the level of the fca, 
with a few fmall hills or rather hillocks. In fhort, it much refem- 
bles, in thefe refpefls, the ifland of Taman, as it docs likewife in 
its fpnngs of Naphtha and Petrolium (i. e. mineral oil) ; while it 
contains three of the fait mud gulphs, (to be deferibed when we vifit 
that ifland ' '’) which occafionally vomit out their contents lb much 
in the form of volcanic eruptions, as to be taken for real volcanos 
by uninformed travellers. Three valuable fait lakes alfo belong to 
the diflrift of Kerch, called Miffer, Staraltfchik, and Ouzun, once 
a fource of riches to this city, while the great fifhery exifted on the 
Mxotis, which we fliall foon ha\e an opportunity of mentioning, 
when we crofs the Straits. 


' ’ l.ellcr LX. 
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LETTER LV. 


From Jenikttt, the Nymphaum of Strabo and Ptoimyt 

Between Kerch, which we have left, and Jcnikal, whither 
we are going, antient geographers have placed two other cities, 
viz. the Dia of Pliny, and the Tri£lata of Ptolemy ; yet we were 
not only unable to trace where they ftood, but even to conceive how 
two cities could have exifted on fo barren a fpot, where we could 
perceive no means of fubfiftence to draw men together in municipal 
bodies ; unlefs the population and riches of Fanticapeum and 
Nymphaeum were fo great, as to fupport manufafturing towns in 
their neighbourhood, like the great maritime places of modern 
times. However, leaving fuch enquiries to men like the immortal 
Adam Smith, I ftiall proceed to the defeription of Jenikal, where 
we arrived without having met with any food, either for the mind 
or body. 

It is at prefent little more than what its Tartar name indicates, 
merely a fort, called in that language the new, to diftinguilh it from 
the o/(/fort at Kerch ; both built, or rather repaired, by the Turks, 
to command the Straits ; for Strabo mentions the fort of Pantica- 
peum in his time. 

This city, which I take to be the Nymphajum of the laft-men- 
tioned antient geographer, is fituated at the North entry of the 
Cimmerian Bofphorus, and has a port, which, though not equal 
to that of Kerch, was once well frequented at leall by merchant- 

flii])s. 
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fl^ips. It (lands at the bottom of a bare hill, in a country of fo 
few natnial refonrees, that it is evident, that Jenikal mud have 
principally depended on commerce for its fupport, like the city 
which we have jull left. 

It has, however, one natural advantage over the greateft part 
of the peninfula of Kerch ; which is, a plentiful fupply of excellent 
ficlh water. * 

Dr, Pallas fufpciSls, from the fait mud eruptions, attended with 
heat and Imokc, but more elpccially from the fprings of Petrolium 
beturc mentioned, that, although there is no coal to be found near 
the furface of the ground, there muft ftill be a ftratum of that 
mineral at a great depth in this neck of land, and probably on fire. 

With regard to the remaining cities which antient geographers 
fpeak o( in thele parts, the Hermifium of Pliny and Pomponius 
Mela may, pofhbly, have Hood I'omcwhere on the North coaft of 
this pcninlula of Kerch, as a couple of fmall bays opening into the 
M.cotis, or lea ot AlolF, may have probably offered a fite on that 
fide for lorac trading town. But we have ftronger indications with 
regard to the Mjrinecionof Pliny, Mela, Sylax, and Strabo. It 
Icems to have Hood on the extreme point of the Straits, on the fide 
where \vc now arc, which projects into tlicMxotis ; while the Par- 
theniLiin ot the lame geographers occupied cxadlly the oppofite 
Ciipc, on the Aluitic lidc ot the Bofphorus. 

Before W'C crois over it, and tjuit Europe for a fliort time, I willjufl; 
mention a' circumHance which tends to confirm the accounts given 
us by the anticnts of the immenfe commerce of the Taurida at 
large; and which, I muH own, fomctimcs daggered my faith, on 
leting the fallen Hate of the fca-ports that we vifited. What I 
allude to is, the vail revenue that Mithridatcs drew from this 
country and its dependencies, Tanais (now Afoff), Phanagoria, 
See VIA. 20,000 minx of corn, or 7zo,ooo buHicls; with two talents 
ot filver, 01 200,000 ounces yearly; a quantity of that precious 
, metal 
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metal which probably gave rife to the antient pcrfuafion that gold 
and filver mines cxi lied in the Taurida : an opinion which we now 
know to be erroneous, as Pallas could not difcover a trace of 
metals in the mountains of the peninfula ; and declares, that as to 
the precious metals, even their matrices are wanting. 


LETTER LVI. 


' from Taman, ike Phanagona of ike Gfceh* 


On the Eaft or Afiatic fide of the Cimmerian Bofphorus, which 
we have now eroded, ftands the ifland of Taman, originally called 
Cimmrius, when it gave its name to the Straits of which it makes 
one ftiore, till the Milefian colony that fettled here about 600 years 
before Chrift"% changed it to the Greek appellation of P/jam- 
goria, and founded a city on it of the lame name, which ever after- 
wards remained the capital ; for the Tartars,, m changing its an- 
tient denomination to Taman, ftill left it its antient rank as a city, 
and built cxaftly on the antient fite. 

We are told, that the Greeks, on their arrival here, found a city 
called Corocondamus on the gulph of that name, now the Tiinan 
or gulph of the Cuban (Cubanikoy Liman), fuppofed to have 

MO Tl>e learm.d Abbl- Bertiu, in hh CTcHlcnt ch.irt of.antient hlftory, iniblidied l.itciv in 
London, when Ipc.iking of ibe cmigr.it loiit from Greece occafioned by the im ifioii of tlie Hc- 
r.icbdac looo years before Cbrift, fajs, Uicy ixlendtd to the co-ifts and iH.im!i of Alia Minor, 
where many colouies were founded, 

A A 
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been placed bv the M^cotida?, who then pofleffcd the country, on 
the fame Ipot where the antient city of Cimmenus once Itood, 
budt by the original inhabitants, the famous Cimmerii or Cinibri, 
according to Stiabo, Pliny, and Mela; a people noted for their 
piracies in the days of Homer, and in procefs of time too well 
known to Italy, and indeed to all Europe, after their expulfion 
fiom this country by the Tauro-Scythians, when, in their way to 
the Well (where they appeared under the name of Celts and (Jauls), 
they founded a colony in Jutland, the Cimbrica Cherfondus of the 
Antients, and then fpread like locufts over France, Britain, &c. 
By the bye, my good friend, if you ftiould happen to have a little 
WfIJh blood in your veins, and not all pure Caledonian, you would 
tread with reverence on* this foil, the primitive abode of your an- 
ceftors ; for the JVelJh are not only called* Gaub to this day by their 
brethren in France, but even name themfelves Cymro^ or Cimme- 
rians, the real and original appellation of their forefathers while 
they were ftill here at home, and before they had been new-named 
Celts and Gauls in the Weftern countries of Europe”', where the 
ridiculous cuftoin that till lately obtained among us, feems to have 
taken early root, of feldom calling a dillant people, prince, or 
country, by their proper names ; a folly of which 1 have Ihowa 
fome inftanccs even in this Tour. 

However, the people whom the Greeks found here, and on the 
Ihorcs of the Pains Majotis, or fea of Aloft', were the Maeotidae, 
as the Roman geographers call them ; probably a horde of the 
Tauro-Scythians, the conquerors of the Cimmerii ; and we find 
that, according to the too common praiSlice of a poliftied people 

AniiquRiifs have hkewife bronglu the Gothic anceflors of the Suedes from this fjrac 
eomilry, undei tht ii tamoiis pnnee or leader Odiii^ afterwards dufied , and I find, that this con- 
jtdnrc takes ongiu liom a pallage lu the famous keland Chronicle, which fays, that Odin and 
his Goths came up from Jf^arad (the aniunt name fitr Afuff) on the Palus Maeotis , but it 
Ictms generally agreed by the learned, that Europe was peopled from the difirnSt of the Caucafian 
mountains , and, of courle, they mufi all have come by nearly the fame road^ and fecra to have 
ifiucdlrom iIk ik ighbourhood of tlic Mxotis and Euiuuc. 


with. 
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-with regard to thofe whom they call barbarians, the Milefians began 
by feizing on their valuable lilhcry at the mouths of the two Rhom* 
bitae”* (now known by the harlh Tartar names ol the 1 Ichalballi 
and Biflac rivers), but more cipccially that at the two mouths of 
the Verdanus, now the river Cuban, where, Strabo fa)s, they 
caught a large rich filli, of the fizc of a dol[)hin, w'hith he calls 
Antacaei, (a fpecics of the Acipenfer, or flurgeoh of lanna'iis) 
with which the lall-mcntioncd river fo much abounded, that I lul- 
pccl the name of Antacx*, given to the Verdanus, or Cuban, by 
many of the antients, w'as derived from that circumilance. 

With regard to the antient cities in this ifland, Pliny mentions 
Cepi, Hermonaffa, Stratoclea, and the fort Acra, which the Greeks 
built to command the entrance of the hike Corocondamus, and 
prote6l their filhery ; wdveh they further guarded by a number of 
towers garnfoned by foldiers placed at the entrance of the Verdanus, 
Rhombites, &c. 

A mofl: curious objeiSt in this ifland w'as, the temple of Venus the 
Jilt; for fo we may interpret Venus Apataria, from Apate^ deceit; 
and furcly flic well deferved the appellation, if it was under her 
aufpices that the Greeks jilted the Ample Macotid.T gradually out of 
alLtheir means of fubfiftence, by rearing one tow'er after another, 
on all the fpots where the filh were plenty, till the unfortunate 
natives were reduced to the lad alternative of flavery or want ; 
although, with the ufual fertility of Grecian invention, they ac- 
counted for her Tauric cognomen from her having vanquiflicd the 
giants in this country by a ftratagem taught her by Hercules. 

Strabo tells us, that this famous temple flood in the city of 
Phanagoria, the capital of the Afiatic Bolphorus ; and there Icenis 
to have been another in the city of Achilla:os, f.irthcr up to the 
North, on the fame fide of the Straits. They likewilc founded 
fcveral towns on the Eaft Ihorc of the Palus Mxotis, fuch as the 


Probably fo called from lUiombus, a turbot , tliat fifli biiog (aug'il iii tbein. 
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city of Atliill.c'? jiilt mentioned (although Tome place it, as faid 
aliove, on tlic Cimmerian Rofphorus.), with Gcralum, Tyrambe, 
and r.miardis, limit at the three famous (ilhing-plaees ; although 
't IS prohahlc that the firlt of the three exilted before the arrival 
of the Mdi-lians ; tor Ptolemy fpcaks of Gcrajum as a Cimmerian 
village. 

In advancing up the Mxotis, we arc told, that the Greeks, be- 
fore they founded the city ot I’anais (now AtofF) on the Don, or 
Tamils of the Anticnta, as their great Northern market for the 
Sarmatians, Scythians, &c. (irfl: founded the tcttlemcnt of 
Alopecia, on an ilLind at its mouth, to command the river, and 
trade with the natives, while they were employed on their gr*at 
work, AfolF, which fooi>,fet the whole Scythian force at defiance, 
ami iecured to them the entire navigation of the Don. 

To fimih what I mean to fay here, of the Mxotis during the 
period when it was in the pofTcfllon of the Greeks, 1 lhall only add the 
names by which it was antiently known, viz. Paludus Cimmeria;, 
from the lirlt jioflelTors ; then Palus Maeotis, from the fecond ; and, 
lallly, Mater Ponti ICuxini, a name probably given it by the Greeks, 
from an idea that the Black Sea took its origin here. It was alfo 
called by ionic Palus Sarmati, and Scythica Stagna ; though I fuf- 
peiSl that this latt appellation was rather intended for the Dead, or 
Putrid Seas, to either of which it is more applicable. 

I lhall now take my leave for this evening, with giving you the 
antient mcafiiremcnt of the Mxotis. The antients made its circum- 
Icrcncc 8000 Hades, or 1000 miles ; and' its length 375 geographic 
miles, from the North entrance of the Bofphorus to the Don. 

Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LVIL . 


Phanagoria, wc arc afl’urcd by Dion 

Caffius and Appian, was among the firft 
cities that revolted from Mithridatcs ' * ; 
probably owing to another of his fons commanding m the tort of 
the illand, who might be m a league with his two brothers in the 
Taurida, in favour of the Romans, who had the addrefs to ftir up 
the children againfl; the unfortunate father. 

Appian tells us, that the old King wilhing to throw a garrifon 
into that city, after having taken refuge m his Bofphorlc capital, 
Panticapeos, on his lad defeat by Pompey, font over Tryffhon, a 
favourite eunuch, to arrange the bufincfs ; but, Tryphon being 
killed by one of the magiftrates named Cador, on fome real or pre- 
tended affront, the latter engaged the citizens to fly to arms, who 
not only refufed to admit any of their fovercign’s troops, but even 
attacked the fort commanded by his fon Artapherniis, when the 
traitor gave himlelf up, with fome of his younger brotlicrs, whom 
the unhappy father had placed there probably for fafety. But his 
heroic filler Cleopatra, the moment the bafe coward was gone, 

Probably a Ik ad of Pan, Iih the Scytbian bow and arrow, a common imblcmon Scythio- 
Grccian mcdnls This is the only com of Phanagoria yet found, and is given by Mr Ptlhiiu lu 
the 2d vol, (Plate 38, big i) of his ** Kccucil tie Medailhsde People ct dc Villes ” 

Wc had that Phanagona was afterwards particularly honoured and diliinginflicd by tlie 
Romans for tins very of Irealun , which republican* fceni in all ages to have encouraged wlien 
the perfon betrayed was a king. 

Ihut 
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flint the gates and held out (till Mithridates had time to fend a 
veflcl to carry her olF), rather than fall into the hands of. rebels. 

Phanagoria again claims onr attention, during the Middle Ages, 
us a RufTian principality under the name of Tmutaracan, 

It is a curious hillonc fad, that this principality, although fo 
often mentioned by the Ruflian Chronicles, was yet fo compleatly 
forgotten, front the fubfequent conqueft of the countries by the 
Tartars, that for fome ages not one of the Ruflian writers could 
afcertain its pofition, or tell where it flood, although always obliged 
to mention it as one of the polleflTions of the imperial crown during 
the Middle Ages ; a fad pf winch the reader may convince himfelf 
by only looking into Mr. Levcfque, the lafl and beft foreign hif- 
tonan of this empire, as J again call him, who had carefully con- 
lultcd all the national authors in vain for, the pofition of Tmuta- 
racan. This long-loft principality, however, has at lafl been dif- 
covered in the following accidental manner, after having baiHed all 
die learned inquiries of the Ruffian literati. 

About two years ago, a Mr. Pouftoulkin, Capit?iin of the Ruflian 
navy, yi landing on this ifland a colony of what aie called the 
Black Sea ColTaks, obferved a large ftone of about a fathom long, 
of white marble, bearing an inicription in the old Ruffian lan- 
guage, which the foldiers in garrifon had dug out of fome ruins, 
near the prefent fort of Taman, built nearly on the fite of the an- 
tiant city of Phanagoria. The men were ufing it as a threlhold to 
temporary barracks of their own conftrudion. 

Mr. Pourtoufkin conveyed this precious Ruflian relick, fo unex- 
pcdcdly found on an ifland fo long in the pofleflion of Turks and 
Tartars, to his commander at Sebaftapol (the worthy and enlight- 
ened Adrqiwl Mordwinof, who docs lo much honour to his cloth 
and country) ; win. re the Phanagoric marble was found to record, 
that, in the year 1068, Gleb, Prince of Tmutaracan, meafured the 
iliflance between Jhis capital (of the fame name) and Krctchevse, or 
Kerch, over thc.ice, and found it 8054 fathoms, or 16 Ruflian verfts, 

exactly 
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exactly the meafurement of Strabo, mentioned in my letters from 
Kerch, who likewiie afcertained the diftancc between Panttcapeum 
and Phanagona. 

A Drawing of this curious monument, which fcems to have been 
inferted in a wall, from three ot its fides being poliihed and the 
fourth rough, (See Plate 11 . Fig. 7.) having been fent toMr.de 
Poulkin, director of the Imperial academy of arts, 4 ie laid it before 
her Imperial Majefty, who ordered the venerable record of an im- 
portant fadt to be carefully conveyed back to the fpot where it was 
found, and a wooden fliade to be built over it, to prevent its rcr 
ceiving any injury from the weather. 

For my own part, 1 cannot help thinking that this ftone, now fo 
ufeful in afeertaining the pofition of a l^ng loft province, was ori- 
ginally creeled, not fo niuch for marking the diftancc between the 
two famous cities, which both the Greeks and Romans had done 
before, as to record the extraordinary phenomenon of the C|pngc^■ 
lation of the Cmnnerian Bofphorus, confidering its current in the 
latitude of 45° and fome minutes north ; moreefpecialLy as, m doing 
fo, he followed the pradlice of the Byzantine writers, who were in 
the habit of recording, as an event worthy of hiftory, every extra- 
ordinary congelation of the Euxinc ; and, as a few ot thefe, joined 
with what I have already faid of the Spring, Summer, and Winter 
plants of the Taurida, may give you an idea of the climate of this 
country, and make up in fome meafure for the want of thermo- 
metrical obfervations, which 1 had neither time nor leilurc to make, 
1 fhall here quote two or three of them. 

The moft remarkable account of a fevere froft in the Euxinc is 
recorded by Cedreivus, vol. il. page 464, and in Zonaras, vol. II. 
page 109 ; who fay, that in the 23d year of Conftantinps Coproni- 
mus (fo called from having defiled the facred fount while being 
baptifed), or in the beginning of OiSlober 763, the Euxiiie was fo 
ftrongly frozen, that loads w ere tranfported with carts and horfes 
from Kozaria (the Taurida) to Mefembria in T^hrace (Romani) ; 

as 
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as likewifc from Conftantinople to Chrifopolis (Scutari) ; while 
Theophancs tells us, that, on the breaking-up of the Euxinc this 
fame winter, mountains of ice and fnow were driven by the wind 
through the Thracian Bofphorus with fuch force, as to damage the 
walls of Conftantinople ; and that he himfelf, with 30 others, 
pallid thofc Straits on one of thefe floating iflands. 

Here is an iflftancc, not only of a remarkably fevere Winter to 
which this climate is occafionally fubje£l, but of its beginning fo 
early as the firji days oj Otiober, while the German merchant, to 
whom I was obliged for the anecdote of the fair Circaflian virgin, 
and feveral others, mentions his having driven over the ice, from 
Ochakoft' to Kinburn, on the 4th of February 1 769 ; fo that the 
duration of the Winter Ik^'c is likewife lometimes very confiderable. 

I cannot help remarking, that thefe inftanccs of fevere Winters 
on the Euxinejuftify the lamentations of poor Ovid, (which 1 could 
not help fmiling at in my own houlc at Pcterlhurg, in the latitude 
of 60 ’, north), who bitterly complains in a letter to Veftalis at 
Roihe, that not only the Euxine was frozen, but even the wine that 
he was going to drink ; acircumftancc that docs not fo much afflift 
you and I every Winter. However, as all thefe things are com- 
parative, It was but natural for a citizen of Rome to look upon a 
country as Hyperborean, to which 1 flew as a warm climate, and 
have aftually found it fo in the recovery of my health. 

You will certainly think, after this long inquiry into the Tauric 
climate, which the Phanagorian record led me into, thatl have for- 
gotten the dilcovery it occafioned of the long-loft 7'mutaracan ; but 
there you are miftakcn ; for 1 intend making that Ruflian princi- 
pality the fubjelf of my next. So adieu for the- prefent. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LVHI. * 


From the Rujfian Prtnapaliiy of Tmutaracart. 

T'mUTARACAN, •vvc arc told, both Ncftor and the Bjran- 
tine hiftorian Ccdreiuis,, ( Vol. II. p. 464,) was annexed to the 
crown of Ruflia by Sviatollaf I. father of Vladimai tlie Great, in 
9^5, when he conquered the Kozares, and took their capital, 
S.irkel on the Donetz, with the cities Jafof and Kofogof, fituated 
below the anticnt Tanais, now Afoflf, together with nine V'olofli, 
as Neftor calls them, much farther down, on cither fide of the 
Verdanus, now the river Cuban. 

The Ruffian dynafty of this long-lofl province confifted of fix 
Princes. 

Tlic firft was its conqueror, Sviatoflaf I. who never rcfidcd 
here. 

The fecond was his fon, Vladimar I. furnamed thcGieat, who 
being, like his father, GieatDukeof Kicff, could not, of oourlc, 
rcfidc there without negledding his piincipal throne. 

The third w'as MRiOaf, feventh fon of Vladimar, to whofc por- 
tion Tmutaracan fell in the divifion which that prince made of his 
dominions among his ten fons ; the fatal mcafuie wdiich introduced 
thofe deadly feuds among the princes of the blood of Ruffia, and lo 
long kept them weak, divided, and flaves to the Golden Horde of 
Tartars. 
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This Mftiflaf who was the firft of the Ruffian princes that refided 
In the liland, fignalizcd his reign by rendering the Kozares tributary 
to his principality, and by killing in fingle combat Redda, Prince 
of the Kalogi as Ncllor calls them, who inhabited the country 
of the Don ColTaks, and probably might be their anceftors : this 
defeat of their^hicf, led to the complete overthrow of his army. 

The fourth was Jaroflaf 1 . Great Duke of Ruffia, who of courfe 
lived in Ricff, and governed this ifland by a deputy. 

The fifth was Sviatoflaf II. who likcwifc remained at his capital, 
KielF. 

The fixth and lafl was Gleb, the very prince who erected the 
monument lately found in Phanagoria, and which led to the dif- 
covery that TmutaracanVas fituatcd m this ifland. Gleb mounted 
the throne of this principality in 1059; ‘but was driven from his 
heritage by Roftiflaf, Prince of Vladimar ; and though reinflated 
by his father Sviatoflaf H. Great Duke of Kicff, ftill Roftiflaf found 
means to fupplant him a fecond time, and a6fually lept pofleflion 
of the ifland till 1065, when he was poifoiled by a Greek, lent, as 
was luppofed, from Cherfon ; the rapid conquefts of this bold and 
fortunate ufurper having alarmed that Republic for its own fafety, 
although they denied the fact, and, according to the Ruffian 
Chronicle, ftoned the aftaffin to death, to cover their guilt. At any 
rate, the event left the throne once more vacant for the lawful 
I’overeign, who remounted it a third time, and ereiftcd the marble 
record of his mcaiurement of the Bofphorusm 1068, juft three years 
after his reftoration. 

Here ends the Ruffian dynafty of this ifland ; although we find 
Keftor Ipcaking afterwards of a Ruffian Prince Oleg, fon of Sviato- 

* ^ Tilt Kalo;;i oi Nt Hoi's CIiron'Kle ftem to ha\t been the Koffaki*, as wc now call them j 
Hnd the duel tit 102^ htlwcen MtliOdl and Kedda was, according to Neftor, a wrcftling match, 
lu which the RuHian prince, has mg thrown down the KotTnk, ftabbt'd him with his knife while 
lying on the ground , and ern^)cd a church to the Virgin, for the \iftoTy, in tlie ifland of Taman, 
wlucb liill fubtiflcd^wlu 4 the Chioniclc fpeaks of the duel. 


flaf, 



187 


A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, Ac. 

flaf. Grand Duke of Kieff, being kidnapped, while failing in a 
pleafure-boat, and earned from Tmutaracan to Conftantinople in 
1079 (which muft have been at the very time when the famous chro* 
nologift was writing) ; but being releafed in 1082, on his getting 
back, he put all the Kozares to death who had a hand in the plot of 
carrying him off. 

This muft have been Oleg, brother to Gleb, probably on a vifit 
here ; and it is much to be regretted that the Greek Emperor did 
not keep him there for life, as he was an infamous charafter, who 
brought much mifehief on Ruftla, by calling in the deftrudlivc 
Polovtfi to lay waftc his native country, andfatisfy his revenge. 


LETTER LIX. 


From Phnnagona, 

If you are under any apprehenfion, from our long ftay here, that 
I have taken a particular liking to this ifland, I hope that the ac> 
count I am going to give you of its modern ftate will remove it, 
unlefs you have a worfe opinion of my tafte than 1 flatter myfelf it 
merits. 

The ifland of Taman, to which Catharine II. reftored its antient 
name of Phanagoria, is, as Dr. Pallas very juftly lays, a flat country, 
but little elevated above the level of the Sea ; containing a few hills, 
or rather hillocks, for they are rather too low and Imall to merit 
the firft appellation. The foil is compofed of ftrata probably de- 

B B 2 pofited 
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pofitcd by the Sea (which, indeed, feems to have formed the whole 
i(land), as it is made up of fand, mail, and (ea-lhclls, mixed with 
a mudeky ore of iron, wiiilc the Ihells are fometimcs filled with cry- 
ftalli7.cd led Idenitc ; it muft however he acknowdedj^cd, that if the 
whole be a puleiit from Neptune, as our learned naturahft luipe6fs, 
it IS a good iample of the lied of the Euxinc, and a very fertile Ipot, 
thougli It was fadly negleiTed before the colony of Black Sea Cofi'aks 
mentioned in a former f.ctter iettled here, who are intioducmg a 
breed of horfes, and attempting to rear horned cattle of the large 
Ukraine kind. 

As to the capital, very little of either the Greek or Tartar city 
lemains, (the one built on the file of the other) although the 
rums of both hill ihow'^.that it mufl liavc been formcily ecpially 
large and magnificent ; indeed its port, .once the relort of all the 
Ihips loming fiom the Palus Maiotis, mult have greatly contn- 
bukd to ilsiichesand prolperity, in Ipitcof its inlecurity in w'lntcr, 
dui ing winch feafon, it is probable, the vcllcls retired to Panticapeos, 
as they itill do to Ixcrch. 

'I'hc foit i> the piincipal objeiSt here at prefent in an entire Rate ; 
ahhoiigh 1 m ike no doubt, that, if government Ihould give pro- 
tection and countenance to the new^ colony, Phanagoria may te- 
covera pait of its anticnt population and commerce, as its filhcrics 
and paltuics v, ill fiirnilh not only food to the inhabitants, but ar- 
ticles alio of baiter and trade. 

As to tlic uKHlern topography of the ifland, the lake Corocon- 
daiiuis ('f the Antients, loca'led fioni a city of the lame name on its 
bank, is now the C ubanlkoy Liman, or Cuban Lake; and 1 fufpetSl 
that the city and lake of Temruk took both their names from the 
Prince 'PciTiruk, of the Cuban Circaflians, who became father in 
law to the Rufli.m Emperor Ivan Vafilivitch in con'ccjucnce of his 
fair daughter, Maria, liaving, while ihe was his hoffage in Mofeow, 
captivated the heart of that monarch to fuch a degree that he fo- 
Icmnly marrie^fl her m 1560; and we find him m 1565 fending a 
fmall army to the alFillancc of her father Prince Temruk, under the 

command 
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command of a General DaflikofF, probably the anceftor of the pij;- 
Icnt noble family of that name. 

There ii. little more, m my opinion, worth notice at prefent m 
this ifland, indenendcnt of the antient ruins, now, alas ! iadlv dnni- 
milled through the condant ulc of them in oihcd* buildings by a fucccl- 
fiou of barbarians who have occupied the ipot (nice the da) s ot the 
Greeks and Romans. However, Rngadicr Wollant, the lame able 
engineer to whom we arc obliged toi the thlcoveiy ot Ovid’s tomb, 
and who, among his other pioRflional works on tlie Eu\inc, is 
charged w ith the conflruftion of this lort, aflTures me that he formei ly 
law lomc fine columns, two or'thrce fithumslong, ot Paios mar- 
ble, in the ruins of Phanagoria, with lomc cololTal figures ot lions, 
&c. of cxquifitc workmanlhip. In Ihort^ alter the accounts that I 
have received trom [)eoplc ot credit in dillcrcnt pai ts of the Taurida, 
relative to the ruins which cxiftcd fomejears ago on the vci*) fliorcs 
of the Euxinc that we have been lur\ eying, as tliolc of Olbia, 
Axiaca, Chcrlon^ Theodofia, Panticapeum, Phanagoria, &:c. I 
muft regret th<it I did not make this Tour m my teens; wlum I 
Ihould probably ha^c l>cen able to give you a better account of them, 
than I can now collect Irom oral tradition 

1 lhall now take my leacc (T Phanagoiia, after giving you in my 
next the circumltantial account which you defire of the cxtraordi- 
nary natural phenomenon that was imperfectly dcicnbcd in a letter 
from the Chevalier dc Bcin b;ctorc lEft hon'iC. 

In the mean time adieu, till 1 conlult your filcnd Dr. Pallas, in 
order to treat the lubject with luRieicnt aetuuicy lor the uie that I 
know^ you wull lUvikc of it ; iis, nod )ubt, it will furnuh a memoir '^ 
to feme one of the loarned locieties of which you area member. 

Long tins Ic M r u .is \\ n!t( n, Uiu for u .is fiipijln d In tht liltu-alil v of i In Itnp A(.i- 
di Sennu s with i' >f nfomi m m n 'm h our 1 r.nOlu rt gi Os To im ( Ij S* r ni.il* lity 

to fuimlh, lo tint ill*’ 1\' id« r will hiul, tn tin* SnppIniK nt (I.OterX(JV ) an ncount of tlw 
antirnt Mnnuinrnts, Ini .ipl.ons, 'slanting in tin I. idy » I^Ltttra 

The Enii'jR did a. J is fair ' rnlpomh nt iw^ pohd, an l knt .1 ptixr on the I'libjMa !o the 
Royal Society of London, loi whiui he Mtai lionouitd v.ith a letter ot thaukti 
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LETTER LX. 


From the Mount Koukou Oba% in the \fland of Pkanagoriag 
the feat of the late FoLano, 


In Fcbniary 17941 the inhabitants of Phanagoria, and of the 
European fide of the Cimmerian Bofphorus, were furprifed and 
alarmed by a volcano of a new fpecies, which burft fuddcnly from 
a hill called Koukou Oba, fituated to the North of the gulph of 
Taman, of which 1 fend you a coloured Drawing, as well as of 
the ifland at large. 

The cxplodon was attended by a noife like thunder, a thick 
fmoke and gerbe of fire, that lafted about half an hour ; not 
unlike the artificial fire- work of that name fo often exhibited at 
public rejoicings in Rulfia, but upon a much larger and grander 
fcale. The fmoke, however, and boiling up of matter, with oc- 
cafional cxplofions, continued till the next day ; when, infiead of 
/ava, the ordinary erupted matter of all other mountains, a vaft 
ftream of fait mud burft forth, and ran down the fide of the hill 
to the plain below, in fix diftindl channels, from three to five yards 
deep, making in all about a hundred thoufand cubic fathoms. By 
the month of July all thefe fix ftreams were dry at the furface, 
which was uneven and cracked like a parched clay foil in fummer; 

and 
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and in July, when Dr. Pallas vifitcd it, the crater was (hut up 
with dried mud, inlomuch that it could be walked over without 
ddnpjcr, although a frightful boiling, ftill heard in the bowels of 
the hill, Ihowcd that all was not yet lo quiet within as without. 

I'hc mud thrown out by this and all the other hot gulphs, which 
are numerous in the ifland, is a loofc homogeneous argilla, or clay, 
of a cmdery blue colour, mixed with Ihinmg partiClcs of mica, or 
marine glafs, and fragments of marly, landy, and calcareous 
fcliiftus, or (late, in a i'mal! proportion, which (eem to have beetl 
torn fiom St) ata above t!ic focus of the eruption in its pallage up- 
wards; wh Id foine bnlltant cryftalizcd pyrites Iticking m the flatci 
fli(iW' tliat the lu^at applied to the ftrata whicli contained them was 
not vtr\ iiUcnlc ; and m fiel the cruptccj^mtitter was merely warm, 
inltcad of boding-hot, ms mi^ht have been expeded fioin the phe* 
nomena ; io that the flame whiLh appeared .it fii ft was probably only 
produced bv the igint on ( f iomc inflammable .nr, oi gas, contained 
in (quantity in the lalt mud, and which leems to liavc occafioned 
the eruption. 

Eveiy ciii^umflance and appcarnjKC in this fingular fpccics of 
volcano conipues to piove, that the centre of action was below 
the fea ; and the Do6lor hazards the following conjefture on this 
ful)je£l. 

The numerous fprings of N.iphtha, or Petrolium in this 
ifland and the pcniniula ot Kcmli, make it probable tliat a flratum 
of coal l)ing far bcK)W the luifacc of the earth, as hinted in a for- 


This IS the mincrnl oil uI'mIi Iu0*mifa iltc eve rl.iftinfC firr of iSc Vtrfnns, nntl doM fo ft»ll 
in foine i>ln< es where t lie old jtUircis (;f th.it eleimnt Ihll cxilt , but ih( progulb ot kiioubdgc 
has now done away tlie inarvt llo is from ihn n uui.il phi uonunoii , as wt know that, in any piece 
of ground wdu re Ipnng'- ot Naphihj or rttio-tuin oht im, b) uilh ly flu king an iron tube in the 
earth, and applying a light totlu upper tiul, tin umural tul will hum till ihu tube is dccomp<;fcd, 
or for a vail number ot years , this kind of tube the rerfiau idolaters lutlofc in a tlont hut open 
It top, at the tcuiple of their God. 


mer 
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mcr letter*’'*, has l)ccii for feme ages on fire, and very pofilbly oc- 
cafions the vapour which fo often covers Taman in calm weather. 

When, therefore, the fea (fays Pallas) finds an entrance, from 
any caiifc, into thclc burning cavities, it is natuial to fuppofe th it 
it will l)c converted into va[)oiir, which, with the ignited inflam- 
mal)le gas, mult built through the iipjicr ftrata to find vent in the 
open air. Thc*opcning once made, the cbifiic gas contained m 
the mild (which the DotTor thinks is probably only a mixture of 
coal allies, bituminous Hate, and fea water), mult make it froth 
up and run over ; while the ii[)pcr ftrata, Hiattcred with the firll 
jcxplofion, mult fall down into the boiling cauldron to augment 
the quantity of erupted matter, till the accidental caufe ccales 
that piodiiccd the whole plicnomciion. Adieu ; and givemecredit 
for Hating your friend’s opinions fo exactly on this curious iubjeft. 

[A Chart of the Island of Piianagorja, with a Represen- 
tation of the Eruption defenbed in this Letter, is annexed.] 


Letter LV 

Tins ronlliiiit vapour vould almoll m.^Kc us fufpccl that it had given n name to the ifland , 
IS Ttimun mtnus a tog, or vapour, in the ‘•'tluonic language, which was fpoken by tlie Scarniati, 
the antient inhabitants of thtl'e counirits Ihi'., however, is merely an idea thrown out en pajjant, 
as tlic Tartar name fttins naturally dciived from Tamaracan, h> which it was known to th© 
Uy zantinc authors. 


LETTER 







( ) 


LETTER LXI. 


From th$ old lity of Crim^ the Tauric Cimmerium 
(f Strabo and Ptolemy, 


Having fatisficd our curiofity in what the antients called the 
Afiattc Bofphorus, we re-crofTed the Stra.ts to the European fide of 
that antient kingdom, ai\d flopped a moment at Kerch, on our way 
to the antient capital of the Taurida, and Cimmerium of Strabo 
and Ptolemy, called EJk 't or Starvt Kriminthe language of the Tar- 
tars; both of which epithets mean old Krim; the fame city that 
was known to the Byzantine writers in the Middle Ages by the 
names of Karca and Kareonopolis. 

On our way hither, about 120 verfls from Kerch, wc faw fomc 
pretty villages, particularly two, Kiflave and Kargeus, well fituated 
in a fertile country ; which brought to my mind an aflertion of 
Strabo in his 7th book, that from Thcodocia to Panticapeum, a 
diflance of 800 flades, or 1 70 verfls, the country abounded with 
corn and villages ; which is partly the cafe even now, fuppofing 
that he meant the dire£f inland road, and did not make the tour of 
the coafl, as he generally docs in his geography of the Cimmerian 
Bofphorus. 

In coming out of the fmaller into the greater peninfula'”, wc 
left the fort of Arabat, the Heraclum of the Antients, to the right, 

at 

The fmall peninfula of Kerch is feparated from the great peninfula of Chcrfoncfoi Taurica, 
by an antient deep and wide trench like that at Perccop, which, probably, once defended the 

C c kingdom 
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at the extremity of the Putrid Sea, whuli feems to have been a place 
of flrength csca in tlic time of Mirlindatcs, if the tradition of 
the eountry he riidit in lavin;^ that lus rehell oils Ion Maehares re- 
tiled thither from his father’s wrath, and met the death he lo richly 
deliivetl, as lel.ited in a toimcr l^ettcr 

Nothint; nioie worth notice occnired in this day’s journey till we 
a: lived hcie at the 0/</ Cum ; a name to which tew cities can base 
a better claim, it it was, as it isfuppofed to have been, the capital 
of the Tatinc divifion of the Cymhri, as Phanagona was ot the 
Afiatic, 

The choice which they made of an inland capital, wdiile fo 
many fine maritime cities were in their option, leems to indwatc, 
that the Taiinc Horde of^that anticnt people were rather ihcpherds 
and cultivators, than filhcrmen and piratcxs, like their brethren of 
Phamgoria and the Ihores of the Mx-otis. 

The modern town is charmingly fituatcd (on the llte of the antienf, 
as fiiitpofcd), at the foot of the Mons Cimmerius of the Antients, 
a high infulatcd mountain of the calcareous chain now called 
Aghirmich. 

I low much miift this anticnt city have fuffered from the late 
wais, when we find that the French Conful PeylTonnel faw here, fo 
late as about the middle of this century, not only fcvcral monu- 
ments of the Cicnoeic Iplendotir during the Middle Ages, but even 
Ionic works of .intiquity, which have now all difappeared, and left 
to the Old Crim little clfe bcfide its fine fituation to recommend it. 

1 he filk-w'oim feems to have chofen this charming and quiet re- 
treat for its elegant induftry ; aswc found a \aft number of thefe 
little infeils bufily employed in fpinning their shining threads under 

kingX.m ,.l liurphoru. agauitt thp Cherfon.tes This french is much infelled with the niorl.,1 
ci.ib rjiulfi, lli( I’luljiigmm Ar.m.xoulcs. or Builtarho of the Crim Tartars , whale bite is death, 
if tli< wo.iu.1 be not inltanlly Icanhed and rubbed with frelh bmitr, a proof tin ammaUA it. 
an aniiji'te agiinrt lepiilc stnoni, as well as vfgtlalle, long known to be fo Irom the cxpcrL- 
nients pnblillied by the Royal Society of Loudon many years aeo. 

*« l.citcr LII. 


the 
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the care of an Italian Count Parma, fent thither on purpofc by tlie 
Ruffian government ; but who complained, that his little labourers, 
though fufficiently favoured with the foftcnng limniine of heaven 
in that climate, ftill wanted a little court fuidhine to make them 
profper. In fliort, we found, on converfmg with this very amiable 
and zealous gentleman, who feemed to have the fuccefs of his little 
colony much at heart, that for want of a fufficient ntimbcr of atten- 
dants, and fundry other neceffaries, his fine plantation of the 
Tartarian Mulberry (Morus Tatarica) flouriflicd in vain, although 
adequate to the fupport of a manufaftory that might be of fome 
ufe to the Mofeow looms ; whereas, at prefent, it was a mere play- 
thing, more fuited to the kingdom of Lilliput, than to the Great 
Empire of Ruffia. , 

Such, my good friend< arc the revolutions on this globe, that I 
am reduced to the neceffity of filling with the hiftory of a few 
filk-worms my Letter from a city that once gave its name of Cnm 
Tartary, or Crimea,, to the whole pcninfula of the Taurida, after 
having, under the name of Cimmerium (of which Peyffonell Ihows 
that Crim is only a Tartar corruption), held the firfl; rank as the ca- 
pital of a famous people who anticntly gave laws to the belt part of 
Europe, and were, for any thing I know to the contrary, not only 
your own anceftors, but likewife thofe of your Gallic Spoule, 

M. G. 

P. S. Remember, that your prefent war is only with the Franks, 
not with us Gauls, whom they concjucrcd and oppreffed. I forgot 
to mention, that, as we arc told that the Tazus of Ptolemy flood 
to the North Welt of Cimmerium, 1 have placed it, in my Map, 
on the river Bulganak, which appears to me to be the pofition 
affigncd to it by that antient geographer. 


C c a 
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LETTER LXII. 


fVom Karafubamr, the Poflacra of the Antients* 


r NOW addrcfs you from the Tartar city of Karafubazar, whi( h 
means the market on the jCarafou, or Black River, m the language 
of its late mailers ; and am forry that I have found nothing on our 
way hither from Elki Grim, our laft Ration, to entertain you with, 
except the numberlefs beauties of this romantic and pi6lurefque 
country, fo often repeated and felt in this Tour ; which if your 
elegant Writer on the Sublime and Beautiful had feen, he would 
not only have Rill farther embelliflied his claflic work, but probably 
have given you a chapter on the Horrible^ drawn from the Tauric 
rocks, which appear in fome places diHocated, and ready to fall from 
their native mountains. 

This Tartar city feems to Rand on the fite of the antient Portacra, 
as Ptolemy places that town five minutes to the WeRof Cimmerium, 
and Karafubazar is juR 24 miles WeR of the Old Grim. It was the 
Mavron KaRron of the Byzantine writers, and then a city of the 
firll rank m the peninfula ; nay, even in the time of the Tartars, 
it Rill contained large well-built churches, probably erefted by the 
Goths and Genoefe, with a vaR number of Greek and Armenian 
inhabitants, befides the natives; but the RuRlans, who took it in 
1737, carried many of them into flavery, and the two fucceeding 
wars nearly completed the dcRru6lion of this devoted country. 


The 
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The philofopher may be here led to alk the caufe of thefe wars, 
which he detefts ; and I am by no means difpofed to anfwer quef- 
tions of a political nature, which are much out of my line of re- 
fearch ; yet I find myfelf under the necclTity of remarking, as it 
falls fo direftly in my way, from the information I colledled in my 
travels, that the fovercign of RulTia had no other means of pio- 
tetSling her fubjefts from the continual depredatiifns of the Nogay 
and other Tartars, than by extending her empire down to the 
fliores of the Euxine ; as no precautions could guard her from the 
fudden incurfions of the fleet Tartar cavalry, which broke into the 
neighbouring provinces like a torrent, often in the dead of night; 
and, after laying all wafle by fire and fword, retreated before the 
armed force of the country could colleifl^and attack them ; carr)ing 
off, in their daftard flight, a multitude of RulTian fubje6ls into 
wretched flavery, as both men and women were fold to the heft 
bidders at Caffa, and the other Turkifh llave-markcts on the 
Black Sea. 

You will find, in Bruce’s Ruflian Memoirs, an example of 
thefe bloody incurfions in the time of Peter the Great, i elated 
with fufficicnt detail to explain the nature of the evil, which 1 think 
the fovereigns who fucccedcd him were pcrfcdlly right in preventing 
by every means in their power, and putting their fouthern provinces 
onafecure footing, by fubduing thefe cruel marauders, and thertby 
enabling the hulbandman to reap the grain that he fows in peace 
and fecurity. Such is my opinion of the conquett of the countries 
on the Euxinc which wc are vifiting ; independent of all political 
confiderations between the courts of Pcterlburg and Conftantinoplc, 
and merely viewing. the lubjeft on the principle of lelf-prefcrvation, 
the firft law of nature. 

But to return to the city that we are examining, from which the 
Tauric war had led me fo wide. 

Karafubazar is fituated in a vaft plain interfered with finall hills, 
and covered with charming verdure, enamelled with flowers and 

beautiful 
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beautiful plants ; while the whole is watered by the limpid Karafu, 
meandering through the meadow, and giving its name to the city 
on its banks. 

The honfts, however, are by no means in unifon with the de- 
lightful environs of the city, being ill-built, and as mean as the 
ftrccts are narrow and dirty ; while the fituation of the whole is low 
and unhealthy. * But there are two objedls in this place which 
attraded all our attention, and will merit defeription in my next. 
Adieu. 




LETTER LXIII. 


From the Antique Bath of Karafilaxar, 

The firft of the two objefts that I alluded to in my laft as worthy 
of attention is, a noble antique Bath, in a ftile of architefturc much 
fuperior to what cither Turks or Tartars could ever pretend to, 
although ufed by both. As to its external appearance, it is a lofty 
ftrudurc of hewn ftonc, furmounted by two cupolas, or domes. 
With openings in them, to permit the efcape of the fraoke. Its in- 
tcrnal.fonn will be belt undcillood from the following defeription of 
it by a gentleman who went through the whole ceremony of Oriental 
purificgtion, on purpole to examine at his leifure every pait of this 
curious edifice, as well as the mode of bathing in it, which feems 
to be nearly the fame as was pra6tifcd in the Hypocauftum or La- 

comum 
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eoniuin of the Greeks, and the Sudatorium or Vaporaiiiim of the 
Roman':, rather than the common Balnea of the Anticnts ; in (liort, 
it IS a Iwcating bath in all its forms, inflead of the tepiJ wetter bath 
of antujnity, merely c dculated to refielh and clean the bod}' aficr 
the athletic or in litarv c\erc ifes then in nib ; and, in my opinion, 
vonld point out the 'I'niks and dartars to be ol Scythian oiigm'", 
if we did not alieady know them to be lo ; as even Herodotus de- 
feribes the fiveattng bath of the Scythian*:, upwards of 2000 years 
aiTO, pretty neaily in the rune fimplc form ilill in ule in RufTin ; 
Avlwle the proctfs obferved here feems modified to the dificrencc of 
climate. 

On cntcrhig this public bath, you are firft condublcd into a large 
haU'h tur.iidicd with ftonc cifterns, ^lled home with hot, home 
with cold water. Her» you fit down to undrefs, on a ftonc bench 
which furrounds the room. You are then prefented wuth a clean 
napkin'**, to tie round your waift, and a pair of wooden fandals, 
inftead of flippers, which would not ftand the wet. Thus furniflied, 
you walk through a covered corridor into another lofty and I'pa- 
cious apartment ornamented with Doric and Ionic pillars, the walls 
of which arc of unpoliflicd marble, and the floor of broad flag- 
ftones. In each of the four corners of this quadrangular hall are 
placed marble feats, with backs, before which ftand as many marble 
bafins with warm water, as there are benches for the bathers. 
Laftly, in the middle of this Tauric Sudatorium ftands a very low 
ftonc table, or rather a feat in that form ; for it is iifcd as fuch at 
pleafuie, and is not raifed above two feet from the floor } while it is 
heated, like the others, by invifiblc flues conducting hot water under 

Tln^ h only a pn fling rernnrk, for, certainly, as t lie Turks did not build the bath, no iii- 
ference can be drawn fiom thur bathing in it. 

**♦ The Apodyttriuna, or undre fling- room, of the Anticnts 

By a man who exLcutes the office of tlic Capfaiii of the Anticnts, an he lakes caic of your 
clolhti while you are batiimg 


all 
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all thofc marble fixtures, to raife perfpiration in thpfe who occupy 
tlitni. When )ou have fat a fufficicnt time on one of the heated 
(labs to open the pores, one of the Tartar Balnearii approaches 
you, and, by rubbing your head, Ihoulders, and arms, with his 
hanil, promotes a gentle pcrlpiration. But when you defirc a more 
profule fwcat, he puts on woollen gloves to increalc the fndbion, 
winch makes joirfticam from evciy pore' 

During this protefs, warm water, taken from the numerous 
marble bafins m tlie hall, is thrown over your body ; bully, you are 
lathered over with loap-fuds by means ot a bunch ot cotton d pt 
in them; then receive a final bucket of water 'over your whole 
body, to walh off the foap, ami arc prelciitcd with a w arm cloth 
for the purpole of drying ypurlelf'*’. 

The ablution being now finilhed, you aro>prefented, as on enter- 
ing, with a clean warm towel to gird up \our loins, v\hilc a fecond 
is bound round your head, and a dry bathing mantle is thrown over 
your ihoulders, to equip you for your retreat to the lame hall where 
you undrcll'ed and left your clothes. There you find a carpet 
thrown over the Hone bench, and covered with a (heet; on which 
being feated, the bill a6l of the Tartar Balneari., or fervants of the 
Bath, IS to prefent you with a cotton cloth of a particular manu- 
fadlure, having a long pile, to dry away the remaining perfpiration, 
before you drels yourlelt to walkout'". Tor this long operation, 

Suth \\i\c tlic tuiic'lums t;f {he J/ifitif' in tlic lJuhs of Uu Antunts, and I cannot help 
tliinkuig i!ui ih( ghne m i li i[>j)y lublhtute lor ilit Ihio.lis orfLrager ot the Aniicnts, 

v lu-tlu I til IhTo, liUti, or 0 , 1 , 1 , t!i( in it( ml>. of winch It w as III u!e 
likt wile hatlt h irgr (d (lu Imltn, or towels, in 
1 un lolil, ulut \(n [iio!>i!)iy ih,) omitted to infojin ili, i i Irudhr of, that, befidts 
tlu m inb( r ol luikilli Bdiuarii ulmh iJn li w ciumuiittd, .'ni*, i', liill one wlio pollihl^ did 
not oth I Ins li i\Kc to ihc foM ig HI, who only b Hind lor Mill. dll). 'Ibis in in (or woin in, nc- 
4 oiding to ilir li \ ot i1 < b ib r,) pi rtornis the tmnlions ol ilu atlricnl i; ol tlic Anln nib, and is 
aimtd, likt til in, with volulle, oi lini piiictrs, and i tptcics ot nunci'il foap (found in the 
launda) which anlwcrg the puipoti of the durpax, oi cauiliC oinlmtnt, ol auiitjLiH) , m freeing 
tho bod) of hair. Editor. 

you 



A TOUR THROUGH THU TAURIDA, 


201 


you piy at the dour only two paras, or thrce-pciicc halfpenny 
Enghlh 

Such \b the account given me by a Gentleman who, as before 
faid, went through the whole on purpoie narrowly to lufpert the 
infide of the building, with the 'Fartar ceremony of bathing. 

I cannot quit the fubjeft without remarking on theanticnt preva- 
lency of this pradbcc ; as we know that it was regarded as a breach 
of hofpitality not to otter tlic luxury ot the bath to the weaned 
traveller who came to vttit you ; but, w'luit is (till moic cuiious, and 
even inexplicable, is, that it appears to have been tlic ladies ot the 
houfe who took upon them the ottice of Balncani in the very remote 
periods of the Grecian icpublics ; for Homer, in the da vs of punty 
and innocence, fends the beautiful daughter ot Ncltor to lead 'I'c- 
lemacluis to the bath ; and the chattc Fcnclopc orders Eiirylcs to 
do the fame honour to Ulyttes. 

Let me now take my leave wdth afTuringyou, that if I wxrc com- 
pelled to choofc between the RnlFian and Tartar bath, (w’ho never 
)ct found either nccclfary,) I certainly would prefer breathing tlic 
w^arm atmofphcrc of tlie Karafulia^-ar Sndatoiium, to filling my 
lungs with the hot aqueous vapour that yon arc obliged to refpire in 
tlic Rufhan bath, a real vaporarium, and which is tcniblyfuttb- 
c.iting to a ftranger not accultomcd to its ufelike the natives, Avho, 
fiom liabit, feem to breathe in w^atcr w ith as much cafe as filli ; in- 
deed I once found, by experience, th.it a room heated m the Ruttiaii 
manner, by throwing wMter on red-hot (tones, fairly overpowered 
my organs of rcfpiration, and prevented me from ever repeating the 
cxpciimcnt. 


Ihii fum, fnvUl ab it is muth lar<;( i linn Roinnn'; pud , foi the Bahicalor 

only rctcutd n ^aidrans, oi farlhing, iroin adiiUs, wlnli r.oilmur. 
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Kara/ill axur Manvfu^ur^ of Morocco Leather* 

TThE other objc6l of attention in this city is, an antient Manu- 
faitory of Morocco Leatjier, of which they make large quantities 
from the ikins of the numerous flocks of Taunc goats. 

They begin the procefs by cleaning the Ikins in the following 
manner. After having ftceped fome raw hides in cold water for 
twenty-four hours, to free them from blood and other impurities, 
the flcfliy parts are feraped oflf with proper iuftruments. They are 
next macerated for ten days in cold lime-water, to loofen the hair, 
■which is likewife feraped otf as clean as poflTible. 

For filtcen days they lie in clean cold water, and then are-n^orked 
under-foot in a lucceflion of clean waters ; the laft being impreg- 
nated with dog’s dung, to loofen the hair ftill more ; when they 
receive a fecond Icraping, and arc drained of their humidity ; which 
fimlhes the cleaning procefs. 

1 hey now proceed to what they call feeding the (kins, by fteeping 
them four days in a cold infufion of wheat bran ; then in a dc- 
coilion of honey and water, twenty-eight „ pounds fo five pails, 
cooled down to the temperature of new milk ; out of which they 
arc put under prefs into a velTcl with holes at the bottom to let the 
lujuor cfcapc. They are, laftly, fteeped four days in a light foln- 
tion of lalt and water, one pound to five pails ; this finilhes the 
preparation ; and the leather is now ready to receive the dye. 

A ftrong 
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A ftrong dccodlion of arteinifa annua, or fouthcrnwood, in the 
proportion of four pounds to ten pails of water, feems to be the 
bafis of all the difterent colours that they give to the Morocco mthc 
Taurida, Aftracan, and the other cities formerly belonging to the 
Tartar empire, where the fccret has remained till now. 

When a red colour is intended, a pound of cochineal in powder 
is gradually ftirred into ten pails of the fine yello\'J decoftion of 
artemila, and boiled up in it for half an hour, with five or fix 
drachms of alum, and poured on the leather in a proper vclTcl. 
They are next worked undcr*fcet in an infufion of oak-leaves in 
warm water, till they become fupplc and foft ; when they are finally 
rinfed in cold water, then rubbed over with olive oil, and callcn- 
dered with wooden rollers ; 'which finilhes jhe manufa6lure. 

The yellow Morocco is dyed with the dccodlion of artemife alone ; 
only ftrongcr, twenty pounds of it to fifteen pails, being the pro- 
portion when ufed without other admixture ; but two pounds of 
alum in fine powder, is gradually added, by half a table-fpoonful 
at a time ; and with this each fkin is twice ftained before the laft 
operations of oiling and callendcring. 

It is, however, neceffary to remark, that there is a little difference 
in the preparation of thefkins for receiving the pure yellow d)c dc- 
fenbed above ; as neither honey nor fait arc ufed ; but, inflcad of 
them, the hides are ftceped for two days in an infufion of oak-leaves, 
(immediately after being taken out of the infufion of bran wherein 
they mull have lain four), and then worked under feet for a few 
hours of two days ; next rinfed in cold water, and placed one above 
another on poles, to dram off the water and make them ready for 
ftaining. 

This is all the certain information that I have been able to obtain 
on this curious fubjccl ; for 1 can by no means depend on the vague 
reports that 1 have heard, relative to the colouring matter added tor 
Raining the green and S/ue kinds of Morocco ; fo that 1 ptefer leaving 
you in the fame uncertainty, to giving as fa6ls what I cannot ni} Iclf 
depend upon. 


D n » 
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Irom t! r f->nnn , Pi rij Ktnnfiu 

^ ()U Will, I (Joul)l not, be Inippv to fintl me fan Iv out of Kara- 
iuhiizar, whcic I liavc hlcn Kiil)l)ling lo lon^ ; but it by no uuans 
follows that we arc to ([lilt its <lcliL;htfuI ciu iions, lo wortliytlic 
attention of travcllcis, till 1 have made out another Lcttei oi two 
on wliat hasio (trongly attra6led our luUicc. 

1 (hall begin with one of thole faiiy palacLS whieh aiofc, as if by 
magic, in the mod: romantic fpots o! rlic I'annd.i, by tfc Keict 
arrangement ol Potemkin, to lui pnlc and c h.irm Catbai me II. w hen 
file vifitul tilde new aequifitions to lurcmpiic, and in this the 
pimce on!v bdlowtd the <mtieiit excim[)le ot the idilhan eoiirtwi's, 
longiamous loi llmilar ,uts ol gallantr\ to their temah lo\(.iiigus; 
as, foi example, at Moteow, w hen the l'Im])i els Isli/abelh toiiiul the 
wdioh luniitu . and (heoi ations ol licr palace ( lumged dm mg the 
long churc In lu V lee ol an Ihifler Siinda), and the whole c orjis 
di j)lomati(|ue w e le i uiining jlK)Ut, in ,ima/ement aiuN onfulion, to 
fiiid tlw room wluuui then were ,ieeulU>med to pay then com i>h. 
ments on hei maielh \ uturn tiom the chapel; while the mailer 
ot the ccumoiiKs took caic to keep out of the wxa) on jHiipode lo 
mcK.ifc ilw hulile. 

'The (anu w oodm p^daee heiiig bui nt dowm while FJi/abeth (hi} cel 
at Mohenv, the wlvjle wasiebuilt, nitigniliccntly gilded and painted, 

hung 
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with tapcRry, furnillii.d, vAc. in li\ wllLs, .uul on a nuu h 
Liri^ci U.ile thLin Intoic; js complete v o don li-hlu> ^ u j^ni- 
ch.dcd, at any price, in cMr\ jnit ot MoIlow, and uiU<aith 
ti anlpoitcd by iliouiands c't nun ainl loius to be incorpoiatul in 
the niaf;iC cdih c fat kait, iuoh it \\(.)iild iia\L bun llimndit anv 
whcie ellc than in Rnlha) ; wlide all Lnuk ul oinanicntal tnrniin'e 
were brt)i!:T::hr liy poll tiuni IVtti ll^ni a,, b';;a, Ai^haii.i;cl, l\c to 
fit up tlu liaflv new paLuc with nun h i ..)ic ni i;.yniiioenLL iban 
the (dd. 

Such arc the anecdotes Klatccl bs" (nine oi the old cnnutuis cu 
Fd iz,fd^eth w luj \ ct ill! \ i\ c , with <i thud ol the latnc kind, vh na 
bii<h;;^C)i bo it-, called w as tin ow n aci cd ) a bu.nc h ol the 

Ne'va ni <ir Iktci ihui in one n'[;ht, wink the kune I'hnpi cfs w as 
on a \ilit at Tci i^ula, ^ihc coiinli) houle ^1: Count Slim.ih'w , a 
f Jitunalc p’cee of gallantry ior the puli nt generation, astlu Inide^ 
has been eucted every lunnncr liiue, to the guat eoiivciiicnec ol 
the new capit*ik 

But, to return to the f iir\ p<dciLe where I am now waiting, and 
whkh, as I told >ou belore, was one of thole leeretly eiccTed in 
this [>ein ilula by IVi we lh)tLmkin, to lurpiilc his imjieiial inillrels, 
in the anCv nt Ih k of kuliun galhintry. 

Cailunine, on arm my hi lur, watha j art ol her com t, and fomc 
of t'ne foieign inioilleu ’’'h was lua ti little .illonillied to Ikui a 
lai ge and ck gaul impeu<d luanfion uady to reeei\e hu, in io i o- 
manti; and thaiming a Ipot , while the light nieguhir loiu* nmll 
artifuially given it to imit . the 'ihirttir llyk, added iniit h to 
the iiovelt \ iT t he k cne. 

It IS placed on the liank <-' tlm Inupul Kaialu, which, .ifter 
inTniag m form of a ekar iprmy liom the llee|) iulK) wall i l a 
liiiC neyghhcuning vallev, winds lonml one tide of tins lam(>- 
Rullian palace ; winleliaren Me hills leein plaeed on purp<de to 
bound the view on the other. 


) I ' u 


III ”/h 'll' 'bt r ' ,1b lh( Tai' I'll ( u\ , I I ( <1 HOf ii ^ 
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IIcic you fee clumps of mnjcftlc trees, the Linnx'an nobles of the 
forell, ])roudly lordinj; it over the humble, thouj^h lovely flower- 
ing Ihrubs, whieh have taken iliclter like ourfelvcs from the mid- 
da) ai clour of the fun, imtlcr their Iprcading branches ; and, I can 
affure )ou, we were happy to find lhadc m fuch fiagant company, 
m oiir I'.iuntcnng acrois a fine and mofl extenfive lawn, to gam a 
charming wood uliich makes part of the delightful plealure 
grounds laid out by your countryman Gould, tlte impenal gardener, 
(then in tlic fcivicc of Prince Potemkin) to adorn this faiiy t^bodc. 
How cafy mufl his tafle have been here, and indeed in eveiy part of 
the romantic Taurida where the Prmcc employed him! as Nature 
has furniflied every rural beauty in fuch profufion, that Mr. Gould 
could only have to prune awav fomc of her luxuriancies to give 
you a better view of the rctfi and tins we found he had dune, more 
crpecially in the fine wood jufl; mentioned, where a winding road 
led us infenfihly to the view of every ob|C( 3 : woith attention, as 
^\c followed the meandering path. 

On returning to the palace, we could not liclp obferving, that 
Potemkin, while he tiuis amufed his lovcreign with fine profpcils 
from the windows of her temporary abode, took care at the lame 
time to Ihow her the means that he had provided for prcfervmg 
l^cr new acquifition, by a magnificent dilplay of 120 pieces of 
cu'dnnncc, on the heights around her: a moft judicious (tation for 
the i'aunc artillery, trom its central pofition ; as iiul might be 
tpii^ kly lent fiom this place to any part of the pcninfula that might 
hr expuied to an attack. Adieu. 
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F^om the Tauro-RuJJlan Pnhuc on tm Karnj7j 

Indeed, my good Sir, one fo fcldom^lias the plcafure of fcrib- 
bling in palaceb, that I have juft chofen the moft plcafant window 
of this Taurit edifice, and fat myfclf down to give yon my general 
remarks on the fpecies of cultivation, more efpccially the culinary 
gardening, pradifed in the calcareous foil of the Taurida ; and 
furely they could never be written either with more pleafure or pro- 
priety than m this lovely fpot, fituated in the very centre of the 
calcaieous chain. 

Firft, as to the vallics about Karafubazar, Batcheferai, Sym- 
pheropol, &c. their calcareous foil gives them a furprifing fer- 
tility in corn and other vegetables, poflibly from attrading and re- 
taining for a length of time the humidity of the neighbouring 
mountains; inlomuch that plants not only grow more luviinantly 
on it than any where clfe, but even fufter lefs in dry loalons, althungh 
covered wuth but a fmall depth of mould. 

This laft 1 ircuinftaoce, however, is attended with a very fingul.ir 
advantage, that may tend to tlic prclcrvation of the crop ; as the 
lhallow foil docs not aft'ord Ihcltcr to the Souftik (the Mus C'ltillus 
of Lannanis), or any of the other little troublcfomc animals io 
deftrudivc to the agriculture of plains. 


What 
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Whnt is faid above relative to the ftatc of the Taiiric vallics, holds 
equally good with regard to the plains, where the conducing 
power of their calcareous foil gives a frclhnefs and vigour to the 
plants that grow upon them, even after a long continuation of hot 
dry w'cather : a fure proof that they polfcfs the power of drawing 
humidity Irom the mountains, in common with the vetdant vallies 
juft mentioned. • 

This (pccies of foil likewife produces a number of valuable wdld 
plant-, employed in cEconomics, but more efpccially in the dyeing 
branch; Inch as madder ; faffion'”; woad'”; two forts of fu- 
mach or the vinegar plant, fo much cultivated in Germany ; 
locket'”; tournfol &c. Jkfidc all thefe, there grow five or fix 
forts of wild lint on this calcareous foil, which merit ceconomical 
tiials ; and it is here that the cultivator maycollc£t all kinds of the 
finer grafies, to form artificial paftures, and rival, as he often at- 
tempts, more particularly in your illand, the gay green carpet of 
natuic in her vernal drels, when decked with various flowers, like 
the fine lawn before my window. 

But the flopes of the calcareous mountains arc equally rich in 
fine forcits made up of oak, beach, hoin-bcam linden”’, 
hag ' and the wayfaring or mealy tree ' % alh, poplar, &c. 

The cllcdls which this toil has on certain plants well merit the 
attention of you naturalids and phyfuians (in the French fenfe of 
the word), wdio attribute the colour of plants to the prcfcnce of 
light, and their want of it to their being deprived of the rays of 
the fun. 

Here the beet- root and carrot lofe both colour and flavour in a 
few generations, and Iiccomc white and infipid even under the 
eonllant fplcndour of the Taunc fun. Some forts of pot-herbs 

Rtilu.i liiu'^oruni, Ciotu?. Tf.Uis Rhus Cotinus. 

Gs ittl i I iiti ol i Litmus Caipinus bttulu«, Tilia JBuropeai 

Aoipan I \ ibiirniim CaiU.ma. 


fare 



A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, kc. 209 

fare as badly as the coloured roots ; while trees are obliged to feelt 
the banks of rivers for fufficient depth of foil to enable them to 
(land the gufts of wind that occafionally burft upon them from be* 
tween the mountains, and which would foon overturn lofty trees 
with fo flight a hold as the fuperficial foil could afford their roots. 
Laftly, the water that runs through this calcareous country is hard, 
though fine and clear, and is found ferviceable in'cafes of acidity 
in the firfl paffages. 

I fhall now clofe thefe remarks (which, by the bye, you owe 
more to your friend Pallas than to the writer) with fome account 
of the foflil riches of the high calcareous mountains on the rivers 
Salgir and Karafu, a chain that indeed contains a number of curious 
petrifa£lions, and fome of them very large, more particulaily the 
diluvian ; fuch as the lenticular ftone ; the heavy diliivian oyfter 
(as long as your hand) ; the gryphites, kc. all completely calcined : 
a circumftance which, when combined with the curious fa<5t that 
none of the many Ihells found in thefe mountains arc natives of 
the furrounding feas, muft give us an idea of the great age of this 
chain, as the marine bodies muft have been lodged there by the 
univerfal deluge, and brought from diftant parts of the world. 

A remark of an Englifti poet 1 think highly applic.ible to thoi’e 
Tauric fliclls ; the particular words I have, perhaps, forgotten ; 
but I remember well the fenfe of tffee lines, which are to this eftuft: 

inoiv thf things are neither rich nor raie^ 

But wonder how the devil they got theie 1 


J)tlmun iMions an luqhrtulW, .huI r niinr.t ,\rc nrd i ffpiLn*! 

jtiilu It. I mihf'irinfh link 


]) V. 


ij/n LR 



( 210 ) 


• r. E T T E R' LXVII. 


TVfTI'R writing iny laft letter, we fet out once more for Sym* 
plicropol ; as it is fiom ^lat new Tauric capital that we are to take 
oiir final departure from the fine mountaiiwus part of the peninfula ; 
and how much did I regret your not being of the party, when we 
difcovercd, in a charming valley on the road, a little hermitage 
fwcctly fituated on the murmuring Alma, inhabited by a hofpitable 
Englilhman named Willis, who gave us a good dinner, and a 
hearty welcome, in a fpacious hall, formed by a clump of venerable 
oaks, that kindly unite their lofty branches to con(l:ru<5l fuch a 
dining-room, as was worthy of the roaft-bcef and plum-pudding 
which graced the table. 

This Jlritilh original has bought himfclf a Tartar wife (from the 
humble dais of Tauric ihepherds), for a cow and a few Ihccp, 
according to the cuftom of the country ; with whom he lives con- 
tented and retired on the banks of the cryftal Alma, which runs 
through his cllate. 

You would, of courfc, fuppofe from the- diminutive fize of his 
hermitage (which fortunately obliges him to entertain travellers out 
of doors, in the Druidical hall juft deienbed,) that his eftate is 
upon the lame fcalc ; but that is by no means the cafe ; for his do- 
main is as large as his cottage is fmall, and famous as a Winter 

pafturc 
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pafture for the valuable breed of Tauriclbeep that here find flicltcr 
in a warm valley during the bardeft weather of this climate ; a cir- 
cumftance which alone brings him a fufficient levcnue, witlioiit 
cither care or labour; fo that he is at liberty to tune his oaten reed 
and loll out the day, at the fide of his fine purling fiicam, \\hich, I 
believe, is pretty nearly the way in which this ccccntiic being Ipcnds 
his time. But to return to our green hall. Oui* dinner was en- 
livened byalcrcnade of I'artar imilic, whali, together with the 
fine prolpceT through the loliated pillars of the b<ini|ucting-room ; 
the mildncfs of the air ; the fiagrance of iui rounding downs, .ill 
planted by our holt’s own hand ; the jircicnce of his timid Ipou.e, 
who occafionally Hole a look, at us, proiluced all togttliei one of he 
molt agreeable and curious repalts that^l ever paitook of 'riic 
company of his Tartar wife at table w'as, however, avciyun. om- 
mon circumltance, and coll him no little trouble to bring about ; 
as, on the firfl; node produced by the arrival of ftrangers, Ihc dies to 
cover, like a hare, and is obliged to be fought for much m the fame 
manner as that timid animal ; for it really feemed to be the lady’s 
favourite dog that ran before Mr. Willis and pointed out the retreat 
of his miftrefs in the garden, when he wilhed to prelcnt her to the 
company, contrary to the cullom of her country, where it is a 
difgrace for a woman to flaow her face to any other man than her 
hufband 

She is a very well-looking young woman, though of fw arthy 
complexion ; and became by degrees fufiicicntly at her cafe to ar- 
ticulate the few Englilh words which llic had learned of the civil 
complimentary kind. 

In our way from the hermitage of your whiinfical countryman to 
Syrapheropol, my attention was attradfed by a fccne w'hich certainly 


You muft remember a king of tlie oppofile coaltof Afia Minor; In^ ife ( aufttl lo be 

murdered fur ihcwmg her unvcikd clurni;. to a iiiond. 
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many would have pafled without notice, who had fecn the grand 
laitades of America, the Rhine, &c. ; I mean a fmall (heet of cry- 
ilal water, which we fpied dealing from a cooling fprmg, among a 
cludcr of fine fruit-trees ; and although it did not fall above the 
height of four feet, and that only over a piece of uneven ground, 
mdcad of rocks and pebbles, yet the effed was great, upon my 
feelings at lead ;* probably from the happy date of mind which our 
late uncxpcclcd treat had produced ; but, indeed, it mud 

be confefled, that the very fight and noife of water brings delight, 
in the fultry Tauric Summer, even unadorned with the rural feenery 
that furrounded this little murmuring cafeade ; and you will be 
furprifed when I adlire you, that by nine or ten o’clock in the even- 
ing of thefe fultry days, you find a peliffe as agreeable as a cooling 
fountain at noon ; nay, thofc Avho ncgledl Ibmc fuch precaution, in 
the cool nights of this peninlula, generally arefeverely punilhed for 
it, by the intermitting fever of the country. 

Here again is a phenomenon to exercife the ingenuity of you 
natural philofophers ; for, although I Ihall venture to conjecture 
that this cold wind is owing to the neighbourhood of the mountains, 
)et I will by no means attempt to explain how they produce it; 
fo adieu. 
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As I dcfcribed Symphcropol on our former vifit, I have nothing 
to add to that dcicription here ; but I am jionvinced that you would 
be much difappointed were 1 to quit the lull: Tartar city of the 
Taurida (for Perccop rathei belongs to the wilds of Scythia,) with- 
out giving you fomc account of the manneis, cultoms, &c. of 
the inhabitants. 

To begin, then, with the different nations in the Taurida. Al- 
though all the native inhabitants arc included m the general name 
of Criin Tartars, and all fpeak nearly the fame language, ftill 
there .ippcars to c to be three different races of men even among 
the Tartars ; and each to be diftiniSfly marked by their features, 
independent of the Greeks, Armenians, Jews, &c. diflinguifhed 
by religion, manners, and every thing clfe, from the natives of Scy- 
thian origin. 

For example : on entering the peninfula, you find in the flept, 
or defert, the Hunnilh or Kalmouk face, dirtinguilhed by high 
cheekbones; little oblique eves funk into the head, which is large 
in proportion to the body ; high Ihoulders ; bad legs ; fwarthy 
complexion ; black hair, with little or no beard ; in fhort, the 
frightful fqucaking Huns of antient authors, who committed fuch 
horrible ravages m Europe in old times, and compared with whom 

the 
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the Goths, Valid. ils, &c. were civilized nations. Thefe people arc 
then, very probably, a remnant of the Kozares who antiently 
ponelTcd tlie Tauiida, and whom all agree to have been of Hun- 
nilh origin. 

The Iccond race of men that feemed to me different from the 
Cum Tartars, we found in the mountains, with a full, round, 
and rather ruddy face, and flout wcl]-ma<le bodies ; thcle, poflibly, 
arc the remains of the Goths who maintained a highland princi- 
pality there till the Turkilh conqueft. 

The third and lall variety of the human fpccies are the real 
Crim Tartars, who inhabit the vallies and other parts of the low 
country, and arc diftinguilhed by a dark complexion and a rather 
longifh face, with features much more ref’emblmg the European 
than the frightful Calmouk ; while their figure all together has 
nothing of deformity about it. However, I muft once more remind 
you, that thefe obfervations are merely the rcfult of my own re- 
marks; lb that 1 will not anfwcr for other travellers feeing the 
natives in the fame point of view ; and you muft likewife remember 
that I do not include under this head the Armenians, Greeks, 
Jews, &c. although naturalized in this peninfula for ages ; as 
they ftill preferve their national religion, cuftoms. See. See. 
and do not feem to have mixed their blood in any confiderable de- 
gree with the Tartars. 


Dress of the Crim Tartars. 


The men wear the caftan, or long Eaftcrn garb, over a Ihorter 
tunic, that Icrvcs for the waiftcoat in ufe with the Turks, Perfians, 
RufTians, &c. tied round the middle by a fafh, or koufak, the 
zona of the Ancients ; with a pair of loofe drawers and boots ; 

and 
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and under all a (hirt of coloured filk and cotton, commonly ftrlpcd, 
like the figures Iketched by Bruce (plajing on harps) in the caves 
of Egyptian Thebes. Their arms confift of a fabre, dagger, and 
pijiols \ fomctimcs alfo a gun : modern inftruments of deftrudlion 
which have now fupplanted the old Scythian bow. 

As to the women’s drefs, it much refembles that of the Turks ; 
and indeed, if the Oriental and Byzantine authors 'be founded m 
afierting that the Turks and Tartars are the fame people, the 
exa£l fimilitude of the female garb will be eafily believed and 
accounted for. 


Houses. 


The Tartar houfes are of one ftory, conftrufted of ftone, ce- 
mented together by a calcareous clay, and covered with tiles. 
Toward the ftreet they have no windows ; polygamy, and its 
natural confcquence, jealoufy, having turned the facade of Tauric 
dwellings to the inner court, where the women may breathe the freih 
air through muflin blinds. 
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Manners of the Crim Tartars. 

The natives of this peninfula were much diftinguidicd for 
Oriental horpitahty whde under their Khans; and are ftill fo m 
proportion to their means. 

So late as 1780 Mr. Keehnan found Hans'", or houfes of public 
entertainment for travellers, liberally maintained by the noble 
families on their edates ; wherein you were moft generoufly enter- 
tained, with your fervant and horfes, without a (hilling expence ; 
nay even the han-keeper could not be prevailed on to receive a 
prefent for all his attentions. 

On vifiting a Tartar, men are prefented with a pipe and a di(h 
of coffee ; the firft being a mark of particular courtely, and even 
diftindVion, from a man of rank. 

Their rcpalb arc very quickly difpatchcd, although fomctimcs 
compofed of a number of diflics; as a want of the exhilarating and 
focial juice of the grape renders the Tartar meals both Ihort and 
ferious ; for example, a dinner of 30 dilhcs given us by one of their 
murfas, or chiefs, lailed but half an hour, and more refcmbled a 
quakcr’s meeting than one of our convnial European treats. 

Their cookery icfcmbles that of the antients, in honey being a 
favourite ingredient ; but, inlfcad of oil, a large proportion of 
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butter makes their difhes as greafy as fwect, and infipid to a Euro- 
pean palate, accuftomcd to high-feafoncd food, which excites to 
drink what Mahomet has refufed the faithful, and which is but 
poorly replaced by cooling beverages, compofed of the juice of 
fruit and honey, the Pofea and Sera of the Antients. The gentle- 
men of the company did not feem much pleafed with the Taiiric 
regimen ; and 1 muft own, that even my ftomach ^avc me fome 
hints during the evening, that a glafs of wine would have been a 
proper corrector of the Tartar (herbet. Mahomet furely was not fo 
well (killed in dietetics as in many other things, or he would have 
recommended the high-fpiced food of the Orientals, which fuper- 
fedes the ufe of ftrong liquors in the Eaft, and renders pure water a 
fulEcient beverage for Bramins, Gentoos, 

After dinner, a dilh of> coffee and a pipe arc prefented as digef- 
ters ; and, after fmoking fome time, the mafter of the houfc takes 
leave of his guefts to retire to his afternoon repofe. 


Marriages and Funerals. 

The Oriental jealoufy which, as I remarked in my laft, has turned 
the front of the Tauric houfes to the court-yard, inftead of the 
ftreet, and obliged the ladies to admire cattle in head of men from 
their niuflin windows, has done flill more than all that in this 
country ; as it has likewife covered with a veil the face of the fair, 
and indeed alraoft every thing concerning them ; fo that all is 
myftery here that relates to the fex, Ihut up in a modern gxncceon, 
or haram, only accefliblc to their own lords and mafters, who arc 
literally fo in Mahometan dates, though we right thriftian wives 
only call you fo to laugh at your lordfhips. 

Marriages, we are told, are made in heaven ; and lucky it is that 
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they arc fo ; for an inhahitant of the Taurida never fees his bride till 
the nuptial torch js lip^htcd up; fo that if it were not for the friendly 
inini(lr) of a f^ravc matron, or go between (the Promiha of the 
Antients), w'lio has the privilege ot takmg a peep at the bride, a 
man might marry the grandmother inltead of the daughter. 

When a lover has acquired, in this manner, intimation of a mar- 
ri.igealilc girl tttiough the mt.ins of the privileged mation, he w'aits 
on the father (for th,c mother is as invifible as the daughter), and 
bai gams for his wife in the manner of the antients before the in- 
troduction of dow'ries, by offeiing a valu.ible confuleration, which 
is here commonly a cow, and a greater or lei's number of Ihecp, 
according to the rank of the parties; the iman, or pricfl, then 
marries the loving couple without further ceremony, and the 
hulband carries home his beauty on the faith and taftc of the Tauric 
Pronuba. 

The new-married man entertains his companions and friends 
with pipes, coffee, and Iherbet, on the joyful occafion ; but he 
takes care to do it al frefco, before the forbidden door of the houfc 
that contains his jealous care. 
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Burials, 


If the living move along the ftreets of this peninfula uitli Afiatic 
{latclincfb and folcmnity, the dead, on the contrary, are earned to 
the grave at fuch a pace as would beat your London penny-poll. 
Tliis aflTertion is by no means jocular ; for we aftually law the other 
day a party of Tartars I'campering away with a corpfc at fuch a 
rate, as obl.gcd us ftrangers, who wilhed to fee the ceremony, to 
take to our heels in a mod indecent manner, to keep up with thefc 
Scythian pall-bearers. But how were wc aftoniflred to find, that it 
was the neared relations of the dcccafcd who were thus hurrying 
him to hib long home, as if in fear of his recovery. 

This cxtiaordinary difpatch, with which Mahometans arc buried 
within 12 hours of their death, by exprels order of their prophet, 
may have taken origin from the heat of the climate where he 
preached and Icgiflated for his difciples ; and I think that the lotions, 
envelopes, and perfumes, which he commanded on thefe occafions, 
feem to confirm the conjefturc. 

The coffin was covered with a plain duff, and only ornamented, 
if It merited the name, with a bit of black filk, embroidered with 
holy paffages from the Koran, thrown over one end of it ; this, ive 

F F 2 were 
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were aflured, was a morfel of a confecrated veil from Mecca, of 
great value and eftimation in the eyes of true believers. 

This funeral was neither accompanied by flambeaux, tapers, in- 
ccnfc,nor church chanting ; nor was a wet e)c to be leen,or a groan 
to be licard ; nay, even a mourning drefs, the outward mark of 
giicf with us, was complcatly wanting here ; poffibly from an idea 
of the happinafs of the decealed in his new Ibciety of houries, 
promii'cd by Mahomet. 

VVe Iikcwifc obl'erved, that no prayers were faid during the in- 
terment ; but afterwards an iman fat down on his hams by the fide 
of the grave, and feemed to be oftering up orifons for the de parted 
MulTulinan ; a very proper time, in my opinion; as, the body being 
then covered with earth, neither the pneft nor the company ran 
any rifle from putrid exhalations arifing from the corpfc in fuch a 
climate. 

On cpiitting the fubjeiSfs treated of in thefe laft three letters, I 
muft obi'erve, that if Mahomet had no hand in the veiled nuptials^ 
1 give him credit for the reft of the inflitutions that we have as yet 
obferved ; and even thofe may have been fagely intended to make 
every girl equally partake of the advantages of holy wedlock, in- 
ftcad of adding, like you chriftians, one misfortune to another, by 
condemning to the ftatc of old-maidifm thofe who may be deprived 
of external charms. 
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Religion. 

I MUST own, that the ftriking fimplicity of both the mofqncs (or 
metthets) and religious worftnp of the Crlm Tartars pleafed me 
mucli ; probably from being a proteftant ; though it is pofllblc that 
a gre«k, or catholic, might have been of a different opinion, on 
feeing their prieffs without facerdotal garments, and their temples 
without other ornaments than a few metal luftres and fmall lamps, 
merely to illuminate the edifice when deprived of the light of day. 

Neithir graven image, nor the likenefs of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the waters under the 
earth, are to be fecn in their mctchets (mofqucs), made by the hand 
of man; nay, this commandment is fo ftridlly obeyed by the dif- 
ciplci. of Mahomet, that they have even no painters among them ; 
fo that your Sir Jolhua Reynolds, if he had been born a Turk or 
Tartar, would have died without leaving behind him a finglc por- 
trait to immortalize his name; nor would his able fnccefibr in the 
academic chair have ever difplayed his powers in hillonc painting, 
had he been born a mahoractan inftead of a quaktr. 7'lic whole 
furniture and fixtures, then, of a Tartar metclict arc reduced to 
a few lamps, a little pulpit, and a niche in the wall on the fide 
towards Mecca, to dire6t the bows of the faithful to tliat holy 
llirinc ; as you find there neither chairs nor benches ; but all muft 

fquat 
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f<iuat down on the carpetb or mats which cover the floor, without 
diltin6Iion of r.mh ; as “ all arc equal in the light and temple of 
Ciod,” lays Maliomct vciy vvilely. 

“ Five namas, or ptayers, each day are necclTary to be regarded !” 
a good Muinihnan announced from the top of the Minaret by a 
crier, inllead ot a bell, at dated hours; and each time the con- 
giegation nil'll |e.ivc their flippers at the door of the mofcpie, that 
tliey may not delilc the Ivdy place, and alio, perhaps, that they 
may not duty the carpets which they are to lit upon. 

I lhall fimlh the tew remarks that 1 am able to m.ake on the re- 
ligion of the Tartars, with oblerving, that the lagacious Mahomet 
feems to have com[iofcd the externals or ceremonies of his worlhip 
from thole of both Fagans and Chiillians, probably to make them 
more agreeable to the mfxcd mals of his dilciplcs. For example, 
he feems to have taken the number of his hamas, or daily prayers; 
the iiKule ot fitting hare-foot on carpets, &:c. fiom the jcligion of 
the F.ifl India Seeks”*, and fomething from the Greek or oriental 
Chriltian church. 

Lallly, I have to remark, that women are as little feen in mofques 
as any where clfc in the Taurida. 


Administration of Justick. 

Jullicc, while in the hands of the Tartars, was of fo fummary 
a kind, that litilo can be laid of it. Indeed, when we confider that 
the uhole Code of Laws facred and profane is contained in the 
Koran of Mahomet, it is cafy to conceive that it could not be very 
complicated. 

The piopcr imgiflratc adininiftcrcd juftice on thefpot; fo that 
the contending jrartics were put to no expence to obtain it ; nor 
alternately agitated b) hopes and fears. Crimes likcwile were im- 
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mediately and publicly punifhed. A fliopkeepcr caught in the aft 
of clicating with falfe or lliort weights was nailed by the car to his 
own Ihop-door, that the whole market might know the knave, and 
watch him in future; a.punilhmcnt which fetjews, Armenians, 
and Greeks, the ordinary offenders in this countr\ (for Tin ks and 
Tartars arc very little given to cheating), much on their guaid, 
as they had but little chance of efcaping tlie rigilant police. 
I^effer offences were iiiftantly punilltcd with the baftinado, and 
gicater with the bow-ftring, if a true believer; for a halter was 
the portion of an infidel ; as they thought their old Scythian weapon 
dilhonoured by the neck of a Chiiftian or Jew. 

All this is now, of courfe, changed, under the Ruffian dominion; 
where feveral courts of jufticc fupply the pjacc of the Cady’s maikct- 
tribunal. But it may bp fairly remarked here, as in every country 
V here complicated laws and forms cxiff, that, although decifions 
may be made with more deliberation than formerly, yet the balance 
is often lolong held in the hand of the judge, that the accufed may 
grow //^ /a/ in the fcale before his merits arc weighed ; and it fie- 
qucntly kicks the beam from that very circumllancc. 

1 Ihiall now take leave of this honeft and holpitable race of men ; 
(although 1 may (till fay a few words on their nomade brcthicn in 
our way home through thcTauric ftept, or plain) with inlcrting the 
price of provifions during the reign of the Tait.ir Chans, as idt 
us by Mr. Nicholas Kcclman in 1769, and contiaflmg it with their 
value when we vifitcd the Taurida. 


Price of Provfions in Ctim Partary in t’jGf), under the fat tar 

government. 

Bread, an ocka (23) ounces, troy) 4 afpers, or id. Englilh. 
Butcher s Meat, an ocka, 2 jiaras, or 3 j d. 

A Turkey, 7 paras, or i s. o i d. 

A full-g) oven Fowl, 3 paras, or 5 i d. 
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20 or ^o, according to the fcafon of the year, i para, or i i d> 
Butter, anocka, 8 paras, or is. ad. 

7‘aunc IFtne, an ocka of the heft, 5 afpers, or 1 1 d. 

N. B. An afper is an Englilh farthing in value; a para 

equal to I } d. 


Ptice of Provlftons in 1 795, under the Ruffian government'*'. 


An ocka of Mutton , 
An ocka of Butter 


A 71(1 key - - 

A Fowl • . - - 

Ten Eggs - - . 

JVtne, 1 6 bottles, from i rouble 50 copecks to 


Boubles. Copecks. 

O 15 

o 60 

o 50 

o 15 

o 7 

- 3 o 


N. B. A rouble was equal to 30 pence at the time here mentioned, 
varying with the exchange; 100 copecks are equal to 
a rouble, copper. 


By tliU conip.fntttc OHrmrnt, the price of proviiions fcemi to have been doubled under 
the Rullnn govtniineiHj from the vart depopulation of tlic j^cnmlula, and confequent want of 
cultnatiun. 
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From the Touric Slept ^ ot Defnr 

We fet out from Sym})Iieropol this morning, and bade adieu to 
the fine mountainous part of the Taurida, to launch once more into 
the Defert that occupie's the Northern half of the pcninfula, from 
the river Salgir to the Golden Gate ; a tradl only calculated for 
paftoral Tartars and their flocks ; of courfe, we could not expect 
many intcrefting objects in our this day’s journey. 

I have always obierved, however, that when a traveller is refolved 
to be pleafed, and to draw fome kind of amufement from every 
thing, inltead of getting out of humour at the more barren parts 
of a journey, he may commonly find fomething or other worthy of 
his attention : and this was juft our cafe ; for we met with lome 
ftraggling Tartar villages in the ftept, and fome flocks of the fmall 
lean Tauric ftieep fo famous for their valuable furs and thefwcct- 
nefs of their flefh ; but we obferved that they were cither black or 
fpotted, comprifing but few of what is vulgarly called the l>lue 
colour, which brings fo high a price for pelifles, muflFs, caps, &c. 
But what more particularly attradfed our attention was, a real 
Scythian cart drawn by a couple of dromedaries. 

This was a deep vehicle, mounted on two high ftrong wheels* 
fomething like an Englifh baker’s cart, lined firft with rulhes, and 
then with the fame felt ftufF with which the Tartar tents arc made. 

G G A covering 
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A covering of the fame felt was laid over the top when we faw it 
pafs, poffibly to conceal the women, who, we were told, had com- 
monly travelled in that kind of ecpiipage from time immemorial. 

Independent of what we did fee, you know that I derive a fund 
of amufement from looking for what I very fcldom find, viz. the 
ruins of the anticnt cities which once flood in the Taurida; and 
filch was my paffime to-day in returning by the Eaftern road along 
the coall of the Putrid Sea, for the fake of variety; as we came into 
the peninfula by the VVeftern, along the coaft of the Dead and 
Black Seas. 

The Limen Zapra, as the Greeks called the Putrid Sea, feems to 
be a portion of the Sea of Afoff, cut off from it by the gradual for- 
mation of a long narrow fiyul-bank; at a very remote period, how- 
ever, as it had the name of the peninfula of Zeno (Cherfonefus 
Zenonis) in the time of the Antients. 

This was the firfl object that drew my attention to-day in begin- 
ning our gallopping hunt after antiquities, while the fleet Tartar 
horles carried us bnfkly forward ; and I was not a little puzzled to 
conjefture how a Greek philofophcr could have left his name on a 
Taunc fand-bank ; till I recollected, that a foil of the orator Zeno 
was made king of the Bolphorus by Marc Anthony ; this folved the 
difficulty ; and, as to the name of Pulrid given to the lake thus cut 
oft' from the fea of Afoft, b) the Chcifoncfus Zenonis, nothing can be 
more applicable ; as, m faft, the narrow Straits of Jenitchi, at the 
end of the bar, being the only communication between them, the 
Putrid Sea is really nothing elle than a flagnant pool, for want of 
fufficient circulation ; exhaling a dangerous miafma during Summer, 
which has cffciTually prevented the founding of* any modern city on 
its fickly coaft. Ptolemy, indied, mentions a couple of anticnt ci- 
ties in this diftricl ; but 111 fo vague a manner, that we are left to 
our own conjecfiues iclative to their pofition. 

One of the two, Tatotta, which Ortelius places to the S. E. of 
Pcrecop, and the Eaft of the anticnt Satarcha, mentioned in a 

former 
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former letter, I will venture to fuppofe may have ftood on the 
Solinoy Ozera, or'Salt Lake of the Ruffian maps ; as a trade m that 
mineral, ftill a capital article, might well maintain a city on its banks ; 
for, to look for any thing above the rank of a paltoral village in 
any other part of this fide of the grazing plain, where there is not 
a fource of commerce and wealth to fupport a city, wouU Ihcw 
great ignorance of the principle which has in all agrt collcftcd men 
into large municipal bodies. 

As to the pofition of the other city of which Ptolemy fpcaks, let 
fome future traveller conje<5lurc refpeiSling its fite, whocan dilcover 
fourcesof wealth hidden from the rapid furvey of VTours, &c. 


LETTER LXXIII. 


You certainly expe£l me to pafs the remainder of the Tauric 
defert without finding any thing more worthy of remark ; but there 
you are miftaken ; for, on the contrary, we found a new I'ubjetSt of 
attention very much in your own line of rcfcarch. 

On flopping at a village, the hofpitable Tartars brought us a 
wooden dift of their favourite koumts, with a fmall veffcl of brandy, 
both made from mares’ milk, in defiance of the opinion of chemifls, 
who formerly afferted, that an ardent fpirit could not be drawn from 
mtlk, till they were taught the Tartar mode of diftillation in the 
wilds of Scythia. 
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You will cafily believe that I did not let flip fo favourable an 
opportunity of jirocuring information relative to the famous Tartar 
dilh fo often the fubjedl of converlation in Ruflla ; more p irticularly 
as I knew that it would he mod acceptable to you ; and you 
will judge of my fuccefs on pcrufing the following refult of our 
inquiry. 


PRKPAKATION OF KoUMIS. 

To any given quantity of warm Mares’ Milk, the Crim Tartars 
add a fixth part warm water of the fame temperature, with a little 
old Kouinis, lour cows’ milk, or a piece of lour leaven of their rye* 
breatl, as a ferment ; and*m| 5 ( all together m a fpecies of churn. 

In the heat of Summer, very little agitation is requifite to throw 
this mixture into fermentation ; after which, nothing more is nccef- 
fary than to break the thick feum that forms at top, and intimately 
mix it with the reft of the fermenting inal's, by three or four ftrokes 
of the dull ii-flali' I'everal times repeated during the t\s’enty*four 
hours that the procels lafts ; for m one day and a night, during this 
hot Icaion, the koumis is ready ; but, m Winter, artificial heat and 
more agitation arc ncccirary to produce the vinous fermentation. 
In Ihort, the inltiudions that you gave for the pieparation of our 
Riiflian quals m the LXlXth Volume of the “ Philofophical Tranf- 
adions of the Royal Society of l^ondon,” for the year 1778, are 
pcrfeiSly applicable to the Winter preparation of koumis, with the 
iole excejition of the diftcrcncc in the ingredients. 

The koumis has .1 fourifh fweet tafle by no means unplcafant to 
my p.ilate, and greatly lefemblinga preparation of milk which 1 re- 
member eating very often in my vifit to Edinburgh I'omc years ago 

"1 111* Scolili prr]Mi,ttu)ii of milk to which Mrs G. lurt- alludes, is knoun in Edinburgh by 
tlie ihime ui ,i Mlbgc I.iiuolh tor it, calUd Corilarftn; from which the dith is named Corftarhn 
<itain Editor 

However, 
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However, I {liould by no means choofc to partake of then koumis 
out of the goat-fkln jacks in which the Tartais carry it on their 
nomade expeditions, as the Spaniards do their wine ; which, by the 
by, IS a prartice fo common in Spain, as to give the name of Sack to 
a fpecies of fwcet wine once higlily priced in Cireat Britain, if wc 
arc to judge from its being your Poet Laurcat’s aulic rewind, and 
the favourite drink of your humourous glutton Falllaff. 

But, to return to our marcs’ milk. 1 hat fluid has been long 
known to yield an ardent fpirit; but Pallas tells us, that he met in 
his travels a horde of Tartars who pon’cU’ed the fecret of throwing 
cows' milk into the vinous fermentation ; or, in other w ords, of con- 
verting it into koumis, underthe name of Anen^ from w Inch they drew' 
an ardent fpirit called Arika ; a licpior that may probably have com- 
municated Its name to th'e w'cll-known Eaft India fpirit Arrack ; at 
leaft, I hazard fuch a conjefture with my ufual boldnefs, as I regard 
thelc Scythian arts as of high antiquity. 

However, left you (hould eredl a ftlll in our dairy, in hopes of 
converting all our milk into cow brandy, permit me juft to whifper 
you, that the milk of this animal gives only one-ninth its quantity 
of ardent fpirit, wdnlc the milk of marcs gives one-third ; a won- 
derful difference in (Economics, which you would do well to calcu- 
late before you begin your diftillation, if you have fpcculated on tlic 
fubjeft ; but indeed, whether )ou have or not, jou never cfc.ipc the 
jokes of your moft dutiful fpoufe, ^1* 
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Jl\.S on entering the Taurida 1 faid every thing that fuch a town as 
Pcrecop can merit from a traveller, I fliall now only tclj you, that 
wc flept there laft night, and left it this morning, to plunge a fecond 
time into the Nogay defert in our way hack to Nicolaycf on the 
Bog, our head-quarters for a time ; indeed, till the roads lhall be 
good enough for our return to Peterlburg. 

In hopes of varying the monotonous feenery of a vaft wild, we 
took a different route from what wc purfued in coming, and eroded 
the defert towards the fhore of the Dead Sea ; to which I was the 
rather induced by a hope of feeing the ruins of fome of the anticnt 
cities which the Greek and Roman geographers fpeak of on that 
coaff. 

Our fearch after ruins, however, was as fruitlcfs here as it had 
often been in the Taurida which we have left ; yet that did 
not deter me from marking the pofition of one of them m my Map, 
on the angle of the Sinus Carcinatis of the Antients ; as we know 
that this city gave its name of Tamyraca to th.it gulph, before the 
Crim Tartars changed it a third tunc to the name that it ftill bears, 
viz. the Gulph of Koreli. 

How the anticnt cities faid to have formerly Hood on this coafl 
were fupplied with frcfli water, is a queftion that wc muft naturally 
alk, after having found neither rivers, rivulets, nor fprings, in its 
whole extent ; nay, wc did not even fee a trace t4 the deep wells 

which 
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which they muft have dug to fupply the want ot them ; although, 
indeed, they may have been filled up with land in a number of ages, 
and fo complcatly levelled with the reft of the plain as not to be 
now vifiblc. 

Leaving then the fruitlcfs fcarch of ruins, wc found fome enter- 
tainment in examining a number of Iculpturcd ftones feattered over 
the deferts to the Eall of the Dnieper. 

They are ftandmg perpendicularly in the ground, bearing each 
the bull of a man or woman tolerably fculprurcd for Tartar w'ork- 
manlhip ; which there can be no doubt of their being, from the 
particular drefs in which they are rcprelcnted, and the marked fea- 
tures of the Calmouks, or Huns. But whether thefe rude monuf 
ments of antiquity (for the prefent race ®f Tartars know' nothing 
about them,) were originally intended to diftingnilh the grave of a 
Scythian chief**', or to mark the limits of his grazing ground, like 
the Roman termini, I will not take upon me to determine in my 
preicnt inadccpiate knowledge of Tartar antiquities ; although I 
have travelled over fo much of their territory, and even tailed their 
koumis and mares’ milk brandy. 

We had now given over all hopes of drawing further amufement 
from the Nogay defert, and w'crc hurrying on to the Boryfthencs, 
when wc moft uncxpedlcdly fpied a few Scythian tents, exa6lly the 
fame to this day as defcribcd by Greek and Roman authors. To 
enable you to judge for yourfelt, however, I lhall give you .in cxa6l 
defcription of thole wdiich wc examined. 

They were of a circular form, about four feet high and eight feet 
in diameter, covered fiift with rufties, and then w irh a very thick 
fpccies of felt cloth, both outwardly and inwardly; lo as to keep 
the inhabitants warm and dry in all weathers. 


*♦7 See an Inquiry into the Oiiglu of tlitfc rude Statues at the end of ilie \oluin(*. AppeiuIIx^ 
No IIU 
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At the top IS a round opening, out of which arifes a flag-ftafF and 
banner, to diltinguilh the liorde ; and, as the hic-place is in the 
center of the tent, the imoLc hfiies from the fame opening, and 
keeps the Tartar pendant in conftant motion, even when there is 
no wind. Houever, a fire is never lighted in the banner-tents but 
in vci\ cold weather; as there arc othcis allotted to the purpofe 
of cookery, <S?c. 

The door, winch is aUvays covered witli a ftufF of the fame 
colour as the bannei, is lo imall and low, that }ou can wdth diffi- 
culty get into thefe nomadc tents, even to vifit a chief; and when 
you do, you find no other furniture than a bulrulh mat or carpet, 
a couple of felt inattrafifes fprcMd on the ground, with a fahic, bow 
and airows h<iiigmg up, on the fide ; and when the envner is able to 
add a gun and piftol to lus armory, he moll: completely equipped 
for the Ipccies of irregular war that he occafionally engages m. 
Thefe lall-mcntioncd inftruments of death are the only addition to 
the furniture of a Scythian tent fince the days of Herodotus, who firll 
mentioned them and their owners under the name of llamaxohitii'''^ ^ 
or a people dwelling in tents drawn by horfes ; as applicable to the 
Taitars of the prefent day, as to their ancelfurs the Scythians; 
for the very tents that 1 have been defcribmg, called aic 

jilaccd on carts of the fame name, and drawn with their inha- 
bitants trom one giazang ground to another, as the difference of 
lealon, or a w ant of pallurc for their numerous flocks, demands a 
change of place. The w^omen arc kept in feparate tents pitched 
near thole of the men, and clofely Ihut up from public view^ ; fo 
that we here found the haram or feraglio in its primitive form, 
which fccins to have taken origin in thcdefcit. 

The kitchen utenfils, as fimplc as the drefs, manners, and food 
of thclc paftor.d wandeicrs, arc kept in the female tents, and 


Sre looter X. 
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confift only of a large iron kettle, a fm.illcr with a tripod, and a 
block of wood for the kitchen drelfer. 

When a horde are encamped together, as is commonly the cafe 
(for the party that we faw were only a fmall detachment), they arc 
Tinder the command of their murfa, a kind of patriarchal chief, of 
much fuperiour confcquence and authority to thq jictty leader to 
whom we paid our compliments from a motive of curiofity. 

Nothing more attrafted our attention till \\c arrived at Alcfky, a 
handfome village on the left bank of the Dnieper (much lower 
down than the town of Beriflaf, where we eroded that river in going 
to the Taurida), placed in a feitilc fpot, abounding in rich jiafture; 
a fact of w'hich the quality of the milk and butter that we met 
with here, would have convinced us, evAn if we had not Itcn the 
herd of fine cows that produced them. This village likcwife fur- 
niflted us with melons of an extraordinniy fizc and flavour; but 
what moR particularly excited our furpnfe was, the fizc of theif 
millet feed, growing on ftalks as thick as (mail bamboos. 

How much is it to be regretted, that fo valuable a diRritfl flioulJ 
imbibe the feeds of dcRruftion to man, from the fame caufe to 
which it owes its fertility ! for, the vernal overflowing of the Bo- 
vyRhencs leaves here a vaR quantity of vegetable and animal mat- 
ter, which, though it greatly enriches the foil, exhales, during July 
and AuguR, a dangerous marflt miafma, which is, unfortunately, 
w'atted to Cherfon by an EaR wind that icigns in thofc months, and 
carries with it death and dcRrmElion to the inhabitants of that de- 
voted city, now defervcdly abandoned for Nicolaycf by the troops, 
fee. as explained in a former letter. 

This and fome other examples wliich I have obferved in my 
travels evidently demonRrate, that the overflowing of rivers in hot 
climates is either a curie or a blcfling to man, according to his in- 
dolence or induRry ; for, if this fuperfluous water were wifely con- 
duiflcd, by fmall canals and other contrivances, to fertilize the ad- 
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joining country, inltrad of letting it form a dangerous morafs ia 
one fpot, it would be as ufeful to man, as it is now deftru 6 live. 

One moft Rriking ilIuRration of this fact we have in the over- 
flowing of tlie Nile ; which, to the anticnt induftrious Egyptians, 
wusaiouiceof wealtli and hcallh; uhile to the prefent llothful 
race it only brings veaily ptllilencc fiiicc the antient canals and re* 
lervoiis lut'C been allowed to lill up. However, it nnift at the 
lame time be acknowledged, that Inch public woiks not only require 
tlxc aid of government, and a mimber of hands, but hkcwilc a 
more intelligent and lalxinous race of men than the prefent Tartar 
inhabitants; for no biaiich of lural ccconomy demands more (kill 
and attention than a well-regulated fvllcm of irrigation"'*. 

Kilt to continue our jotirncy ; — We embarked at Aleiky* w'here 
the Boiyfthciies is magnificently wide, and rolls its majeftic tvaves 
through a foreft of rulhes, peopled with fuch a variety of water- 
fowl, that when diftuibcd they darken the air. From thence w'c 
failed about 20 verfts.up to Cherfon ; and, in following the varioas 
turnings of the river, had every now and then a glimpfc of that city, 
which we prefcntly loll again. This, occurring many times during 
our fliort voyage, became a curious fort of game at hide and feek, 
•which had a fine elfeft, and agreeably beguiled the diftance by 
flattering us feveral times with being at the end of our journey 
before we really arrived. In ihort, my good friend, we ended our 
Tour (for the remamder of our route to Nicolaycf you know 
already) with a moft fportivc play of perfpcftivc, which brought 
us, in good humour, to Cherfon ; whence we lhall fet off to-mor- 
Tow morning for onr hcad-ipiarters on the Kog, and remain wuth 
the hofpitablc family of the Commander iil Chief, till the roads 
permit my return to my own in St. I’cterlburg, where I hope foon 
to fliow all my friends wdth what health, fpirits, and gaiety, an 

Sue a pnper On the Plulofopliy of Agriculture by the E^^itok of this Tour, punted in tlic 
addition^ Appcodijt to the Report on M inures by the Board ot AgricuJtiirc* 

invalid 
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invalid returns from the charming vallics of the Taurida, to em- 
brace her anxious friends and relatives at home ; and to convince 
you with how much fmcerity and attachment (he is your affec- 
tionate wife, Maria Guthrie. 


LETTER LXXV. 


NuQlaytf, on the Dog. 


Here, my good friend, am I caught in a manner that I never 
dreamed of, and compelled to winter m Nicolayef, as, from the 
mildnefs of the fcafon, theie is no appearance either of the rivers 
being frozen, or the roads praflicable m a fledge ; and as for my 
attempting the journey to Pcterlburg in my poft-coach on •wheels, it 
is pcrfedlly out of the queftion ; for the coinicrs who arrive m the 
light Kabitkies, or carts of the country, have much difficulty to 
reach us, after hair-breadth cfcapes on the intermediate rivers, 
filled with floating icc, which is foimcd in the North, though 
unable to unite, as ulual, in the South, for want of the accuftomed 
degree of cold. 

Patience, then, I muft not only take to myfelf, but preach it 
to my family at home. 

To make the moft, therefore, of fo cruel a difappointment, I 
fliall employ my leifure hours till fpring (when I can be retired 
from the company of the amiable family of the Admiral), in giving 
you a fketch of the general hiftory of the anticut colonics on the 

1 j II > Ihores 
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Ihores of the Euxine and Mxotis, to connect, and bring into one 
point of view, the detached and local hiftorics of fuch of them aa 
wc vifitcd in our Tour ; for, it muft be acknowledged, that the 
whole were fo intimately linked together by tics of blood, inter- 
courfc, and commerce, that it is difficult to form a clear idea of a 
part, Without a certain degree of acquaintance with the totality of 
the fiibjc6l. 

This, however, I (hall enter upon in my next ; as gratitude, 
rcfpedl, and even admiration, induce me to dedicate the remainder of 
the prefent letter to the charming family in which 1 live, and which 
nothing could engage me to wiffi to leave fo foon, but the ardent 
dcfire of a mother to fee her children ; for 1 will not lay a word of 
my impatience to rejoin rr>y hulband, as you men are already quite 
vain enough without fuch declarations. 

As to your moR refpc6fablc old friend Admiral Mordwinoff, you 
know better than I can tell you the uprightnefs of his mind, and 
the fuavity of his manners ; but as your fair countrywoman, his 
lady, never accompanies her hulband to Petcrlburg, although fo 
well entitled m every rclpect to appear at court, fome account of 
that intcrefting fair-one I am lure will be acceptable ; and I will 
begin it by alluring you, that Ihe feems to have been intended by 
nature for the worthy Admiral, to whom by fortune Ihe has been 
united. 

rhe entiic plealure and happinels of this ornament of her fex 
feems to confilt m her fine lamily and domcllic duties ; for Ihe really 
appears above the little vanity of etiquette and precedency attached 
to her fituation and lank, as wile of the Commander in Chief of 
the fleets on the Jilack 5c, i ; bch.iving to evefy one w'ith that noble 
fimpliLity of manner, and native unaffe6lcd politenefs, which ever 
Ipring from a cultivated mind and found judgment. 

The influence that the example of chiefs has on the manners 
and morals of a riling colony, is finely illullrated at Nicolaycf in 
many refpeiSfs ; but it Itruck me molt forcibly at the Admiral*^ 
public affcmblics ; whcic I oblerved, that cvciy lady feemed to vie 

with 
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with her neighbour, who fhould appear there with the greatert 
neatnefs and fimpheity of drefs, to be in uniformity with the cliaim- 
ing miftrefs of the houfe, who always prefidcs m a plain linen or 
cotton gown, more ornamented by her native graces and dillin- 
guiOied urbanity, than by all the ruinous finery fo common cvciy 
wheie elfc m Ruflia, but which the example of this woithy couple 
has banilhcd from the fettlement entrulfcd to their c.ire, to tlic 
great relief of the inhabitants (mollly in the fervicc of govern- 
ment), who arc thereby enabled to live comfortably on their pay, 
although very inadequate to fupport luxury at the end of the i8th 
century, however ample it may have been in the time ot I’etcr I. 
the great founder of the military, naval, and civil ellablilliments. 

There is one material w'ant moftevidenS in this new colony ; and 
that is of ladies, if 1 may judge from the number of fuitors tor 
the hand of the young woman who left her attendance on our 
children to accompany me in my journey. 

The amiable Lady Mordwinof, who is fo much above all 
petty prejudices, having infifted on her dining at table, file was 
courted alternately by three officers, and married the bill who en- 
tered the lids (I verily believe) bccaufc he was an Englithman, as 
Ihc had a liking to your country, and fpoke tlic language. 

Thus y'ou lee, my good friend, that the liberality of mind of my 
fair hodefs, and the fcarcity of females in Nicolayef, has Iclt me 
to return alone to St. Pctcrlburg, if I can find no one to liipjdy the 
place of Mrs. Young, for that is her new name; but, indead of 
being offended at Cupid for pl.iyingmc fiicli a trick, I am, on the 
contrary, thankful that he did not draw his bow before my Tour 
to the Taurida ; and i confole myfclf with contemplating the hap- 


pinefs of the young couple. 

Do not, however, be alarmed at the idea of my travelling un- 
attended, as the Admiral has appointed an officer, a lerjeant, .md 
a foldicr, to fee me fate to my own houfe ; fo that only a female 


is wanting ; and, if I can do no better, I fliall 
failor’s wife, who now a6ls as waiting-woman to 


take w'lih me a 
Yours, tVc. 

LETTER 
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I SHALL now begin my puipofcd hiftorical fkctch of the Greek 
and Roman colonics, &c. founded on the ihorcs of the Euxlne and 
Mxotis. 

We arc told, that on the fall of Troy the reftlefs Grecian 
chiefs difpcrfcd in quefl: oi new exploits ; ^enelaus to Phaenicia and 
Rg}pt ; Diomede to the Adiiatic ; and fo on. But the hero whofc 
adventures rel.itc to my fubjeft, and with whom alone 1 have any 
thing to do, was Neoptolcmus (fon of Achilles), who failed with 
his Thelfalians into the Enxine or Black Sea, and made his firft 
landing at the mouth of the Danube, known to the (/recks 70 
years before by the flight of Jalon, who took that road with the 
daughter and treafurc of the unhappy King of Colchis, who was 
lobbed of both by the Argonauts fo famous in antient hiftory for 
this pir.itical expedition ; nay, lomc of thefe lawlefs adventurers 
were even deified for the nefarious exploit, which certainly, in a 
political point of view, fctting afide the moral turpitude of the 
action, was of mlinite national impoitance to Greece ; as the dif- 
covery of the rich countries on the Ihorcs of the Black Sea opened 
a new and vafl field tor commerce and colouizalion, to bold and 
iiitciprifmg mariiiine dates ; although they clothed the great event 
in the drcls of fable, according to their ufual cuflom in all fuch 

' ” Jm (pile of iMiy ar^uinciU I'loiiolH to])ri)vi tlu non txiftcnre of the of Tio}, in the 
vrrv iMgeiiunis \\i>rk ol |!k k at nt il PuTuh nt ot the un Sot u 1) ot Loiidtuf, thcOictim 

tluds c\nJtU/ly kem to lu\c b^cii alkiubled about tint time on lumt, c\p(.thtan 
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cafes; and it muft be rcmaikcd, tliat the ninde of colltAdinj^; thi 
gold-dull allied down Irom the CauLafus by mountain tonents, as 
ftdl jiraclifed in the anticnt Colchis, greatly favomed the (irccKui 
talle lor apologue ; as the woolly Ihecp-lhms, iiink in tlic livers to 
Gollecl the glittciing tieafurc, aic by no means unlike a volJcn 
Jlcece when drawn out of the water all belpangled with pai tides of 
that precious meta!. 

This cxpcditioiit then, of Ncoptolemus, with which I begin 
my fnhjccT, feems to have been the firft attempt to turn to national 
advantage the Ars;onautic difcovcncs ; as we find him immediately 
beginning a fyftein of colnni/atlon, by driving a Scjthian hoid<*, 
highly celebrated by Strabo for innocence and gcntlenefs of man- 
ners, from tlicir lands at the mouth oi fhe IlUr, or Danube, and 
obliging them to take icfuge in the ifland of Prucc^ fin rounded by 
two ot the branches or mouths of that noble nvir. 

On the fpot thus obtained by ciuelty and violence, he fuimcd tlic 
fcttlemcnt of Tome afterwards fo famous for the eMle of Ovid ; 
and thence proceeded to the T}ras, now the river Dniellcr ; at the 
mouth of w'hich he erected a tow'cr bcai ing his own name, probabl} 
as a mark of polTcflion, as the moderns plant a crois or Hag on a 
newly-diicovercd ifland *, and there left a fmall colony which he 
called Hermonalfa, 

Ncoptulcnui5 next proceeded to the neck of land where the 
Ruffian fort of Kinhurn now ftauds. 'There he l)uilt a mauio- 
lcum‘“ furrounded by a iacred wood, aiui cclebiatcd eqiicllriau 
games to tlic manes of Ins falhci ; whicli occafion(*d tlic fpot to be 
ever aftei called by the tinticnts Dromos '^chllleos ' % or the Couilc 
of Achilles ; indeccf that anti(|Ue appellation leems to be fh!l 
prclerved in the Tuilvilh name of the place ; for Kill, or Ailiilb 

*5* Strabo tdlii us, m Iiis ^ili book. Uni AibUbs wpb w orn>H'j)cJ .nuongfl tbc m l i ' 

tile Dnii’ibt adds Dion Cbr^loliuin iii hi'> 3 CU 1 oiation. 

R ulmr a cat.ipbalnib. 

StnbotdU us. 111 bis^tb 1 onk, p that A^hilkb had j (lalue, tnuplc, and fudiuin 
the BorylllKUi-s , the lilt he calU Agtwo 

bourn. 
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l)ourn, means the Cape or Promontory of Achilles. Here ended 
expedition of Neoptolcinus. 

The next fleet 
of adventurers 
that entered the 
Euxine, appear 
to have been the 
Cations, or Mi- 
kfians from 
the city of Miletus in Caria ; a peo- 
ple who feem originally to have been 
w hat the Greeks called Barbarians (an 
appellation which they proudly bc- 
ftowed on every one not of Grecian 
origin), although they were early incorporated with them in their 
military exploits, from being the Swifs, or foldiers of fortune, of 
that period ; ever ready to hire thcmfclves out to the belligerent 
powers, or even to co-operatc at their own cxpence where rich 
plunder was the prize; like the Ruflian Coflaks, Baikeers, &c. to 
this day ; infomuch that they were even faid to have given origin to 
the word Mtks^ a foldiei^ Thefe profcflional warriors foon van- 
ijuilhcd the feeble fleet of the Chaldeans, or Chalybs, the foie pro- 




llic lrni])lc of AjK^llo DMymenos of Milct, burntil by Xeixcs, with his ftatuo, and two 
nirn "wiUi liglittd brands in iht atl of hung U* 

Aa the Editor conhdiird the Greek colon n s on the Euxlm* as u it imperfectly known fo 
tlip Tiiblu at large, lie thought tint going Ikttihcs of autonaniau coins llaick by ihe principal 
ntics mcuiioncd in this Tmir, wIkji they wcic fue and Jiidcpaidcnt Greek towns, miglit liave a 
good idti^ m roinnuing kcpticai rt^adtr-* not only of the cxillente of lurh colonies, but even of 
tlitir anlient coiiU qucnce , for whidi rcalon only three Imperial medals will be found in ilic whole 
miinbt r , tb.it u to L\y , -couis Oruck by them gtteT being conquered by ibe Romans j niid, ns inoft 
o( thofc (oloijies \uic planted by the IVIilelJ.ms, a eouple of fine mcdaK ol tlic niotlicr eountry 
(\jz. the citv of MiVtis in C\ina) arc given, to begin with, from Pellenn, as arc moft of the 
other*-. More on this lubjtCt will be found in lAfltci I XXXV 

Ob\nle, the Did^meii At oIlo.«~^Kcvcrfc, the proper .irms or emblem of Milct, witlitlie 
inknplion Miieli. 
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te£tion of the Southern coaft of the Euxinc, and founded fcxcial 
colonies in Afia Minor; fuch as Trapezus, Hcrmoiialla, Ccialiis, 
ifeopolis, &c. but above all Sinope and Heraclea, ihc capitals of 
their I'ettlements in Paphlagoiua and Bythinia, with which they 
probably began their fyftem of colonization, as being nccirclf at 
hand, and extended it gradually Eaftvvard along the coafl, as far as 
Trapezus, or, as it is now called, Trebifond. ’ 

It was not long before they dilcovered likewife the oppofile coafl 
of the Taurida, by the thipwreck thereon of Orelles, and liis fub- 
fequent el'cape, with his filler, from the bloody temple of Diana ; 
for they availed thtmfelves of his knowledge of the country, to 
fend him, at the head of a colony fiom the Cheek fcttlcment of 
Heraclea in Bythinia, which founded the uity of Cherfon in a Imall 
peninfula, that they named, in honour of tlic mother colony, 
Chofones Heraclea, clofc by the temple of the Tauric goddcls ; and 
revenged on the cruel inhabitants their leader Oreftes, who had fo 
nearly been facrificed on her altar. 

They now extended their fettlements along the 
Tauric coafl, as far as the Cimmerian Bolphorus ; 
building, in fiicctfllon, the cities of Theodocia 
and Panlicapeos ; then, palling the Straits, they founded the city 
of Phanagoria on the ifland of that 
name, and ra[i up their ports along 
the Afiatic Ihorc of the Mxotis, .is 
far as their great northern mart 
Tanais, or Aloft', which they built 
on the Don (then the river Tanais) ; with Alopecia, on an ifland 
at its mouth ; and tlie*othcr mtci mediate cities mentioned in the 
Tour, and laid down on the Map that accompanies it. 

Befidc all thefe fettlements m thcTamida, <ind on the Afi.i'jc fi !c 
of the Bofphorus, it feems to have been the fame coinmeuiu] 
Cariaus, or Milefians, wiio reaped all the fruits of Ncoptoiemrs's 
expedition to the lifer, Tjras, Ac. ; foi we hear no moie of citlicr 
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him or his colony ; while we know that all the trading cities on the 
Dniefter and Dnieper were built by the Milefians ; fuch as Ofiufa, 
Niconia, and Tyras, on the firfi: of thefe rivers ; with the city of 
Olbio, or The Happy, on the fecond, the great mart for Scythian, 
as Tanais on the Don was for Sarmatian barter. 


LETTER LXXVII. 


To finilli the hiflory of the Milefian colonies on the Euxine, with- 
out interrupting the narration with the cllablilhmcnts made by 
others, I fhall now follow them to the Weft coaft of the Black Sea ; 
although info, doing, for the fake of perfpicuity, I fliall be guilty 
of a great anachronifm ; as the colonies of the Cuban and the 
Caucafus were certainly planted by the other Greciaaftates, before 
the Milefian fettlcment of Heraclea in Afia Minor had had time to 
multiply to fuch a degree, as to fend forth two fuccelfive de- 
tachments. ^ 

When the colony of Heraclea had fo much incrcafed in popu- 
lation, as to be ready for a fecond emigration, after fending out 
the Taiiric colony mentioned above, they direfted their courfe to 
the Weft coaft of the Euxine, as the only lemaining Ihore of this 
fea that offered a chance for a new fettlcment ; and even that was 
already occupied in its whole extent, except a fingle fpot (which 
will be mentioned toward the end of this I/Cttcr), moltly by their 

own 
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own countrymen the Milefians, diredlly from the mother country, 
who feem to have rivalled even the Phoenicians in a daring fpirit of 
mercantile adventure. VVe muft now take a lurvey of the Weft 
coaft at the time when the Hctaclean colony arrived there. 

Tome and Iftria toward the mouth of the 
Danube, thirty-one miles diftant from each 
other, belonged to the Canans (both reduced i 
to infignilicant places in the time of Strabo) ; 
and the fame people hadlikew ifc founded the 
two cities of Cruhi and Odefla a little far- 
ther to the South, and bordering on the 
fettlcments of Naulocus and Mefcmbria, 
founded by the Megarians. Then 
again, the Milefian colonies occupied 
the coaft to the Southward of Mount 
Hemus, where flood their ftrong for- 
tified city of Apollonias, built partly 
on an ifland, partly on the continent, and 
noted for both its fort and arfenal ; while 
its temple of Apollo, and its celebrated 
ftatue of that god, made it famous through 
all Greece, till that fine piece of antient 
fculpture was carried to Rome by Lucullus, on the Roman conqueft 
of the country. 

The reft of the coaft down to Byzantium, now Conftantinople, 
wasmoftly occupied by the Tynian Thracians, maftcis of the cities 
of Thmopolis, Andrea, and SalmidcflTa ; while the remainder was 
a dangerous rocky Ihote, without a fingle port to take refuge in ; 
indeed, all navigators ftrove to keep at a diftance from it ; as cither 




A branch of tlic Vine on the reverfe of Mefembria fhowH cilher that it w.is famoui for 
wine, or that Bacchui>, whofehcad is reprefeuted on thcobvcrfe, was woithiiipod Uicrc 

I I 2 death, 
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death, or, what w’as flill worfe, Thracian flaver)', aw-^aited the un- 
happy feamcn wl o reached the inhofpitable land’ *. 

After this luncy of the Weft coaft of the Euxine, from the Danube 
down to Hy/,natmm, it becomes evident that the Hcraclean colony 
had no great choice of place ; and, in faft, they only found one 
fpot vacant a little to the South of Tome, in beginning their 
furvey ; which ^iiobably had been left unoccupied on account of the 
dangerous nature of the place ; as the city of Callatiae, which they 
built there, was loon after demoliflied by the fame earthquake 

which {wallowed up nearly half the 
city and.poit of Byfon, another Gre- 
cian fettlcment on this Ihore. 

So tragic an end of their new 
eftablilhment obliged them to ftcer 
their courfo home again; but, as probably the fame caulc which 
had made them emigrate ftill exifted in Ileraclea, and prefented a 

J^\ /.iiitiHMi originally founiUtl by ilie Mcgciiinns 722 years before Cliiift, and rebuilt by 
the MiK lull', on at'Lonnt of its hiu f'dirc poif, and Us favourable filuatlon to command the 
Till u i.in I’ofphoriu , \\ hn h aft( r\\ aids <.aulc<l its allniu c to be courted both by Spai ta and Athens , 
iliou^h the lid liuLitdtd, on afCount ot its gnat commerce and naval power, which eiuibkd it 
to liold m (ubjttiioii mod of the Ulaiids m the iEgean Sc troin AUica all the way np to By^an- 
miin, anti to ln\c a t h.iin nf coloiiu s or f.UtoriLS upim them, extending e\en through thtfe Straits, 
«nd along the coatt ot Atii Minor on the Euxine, down to the city of Ann (us, wlmh tiuy b( au- 
iilird , and hlulpct't iliu iht tity of Aihcnre (now Atlunah), much farther down the coad, w'aa 
lu'iU ,Hid named by them attti tluir Attic capital. The (ity of r>)/aiUium was noble and fpacious, 
ftipn'iig I j^npolir goM rnim nt, with line public buildings, a thong fort, gymnafium, A,c. &c. 
h ton d ils ' i( It opuit nte to .1 Uuiati\e htlicry, and a duty on all lhip> pafling to and Irom the 
I u\ine, like Dtninark at pn lint with regard lt> the Baltic , befidis the great profit that it drew 
tiom all the palling Ihips fptiuhng money thcic, and atterward'i 
* having goods for lah, mftcad ot carrying them to the Enxme 
markets, when the feafon was not fa\ ourabic for naMgating* 
that dangerous bca. — Ita faJt filh was famous all ovee 

Ciri cct. 




• A* the fifhery of the Pehmidc< wii « gicit object to ih« mhabiUnis of ByunliuiJi, it would feenrii from the fhli* 
book 111 a laurel crow ii| that rewaiiU were|iveQ to expert 6fben. 

valid 
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valid rcafon againft their re-cnterinc: tlic 

” . i5g 

fettlemcnt, they round themfclvcsohligcd 
to tarn their force againft the adjacent 
country of Paphlagonia, inhabited by 
the Cauconi and Hcneti, of which they tool 
polTcflion without much oppofition ; moft o 
the able-bodied men being loldiers of for 
tunc, who ferved any State that chofc to employ them, and were 
then abfent on a diftant expedition ; fo that they icizcd on the 
remaining part of the province exactly in the fame manner that 
their anceftors had feized on the firlt portion of it, when they 
founded Sinope. and the other Milcfian cities on this coaft ; that is to 
fay, in the abfence of its natural defender^* the Ileneli (then famous 
as cavalry, and for the firft breed of mules know n to anticjuity ), \s ho, 
having followed their King Pylcmenus to defend 'I'loy, when fum- 
inoncd by old Priam, for the moft pait fell there with their valiant 
fovercign, and left their country an eafy conqued to the enterprifing 
Caiians; exadly as in the cafe I am fpcaking of, when their dc- 
Icendants obtained pofTeniorv of the lemaining lands of the devoted 
Paphlagonia. 

It i!» \\()rthyof remark, that the lund of Hercules ou the oh\frrt, and his cidh on tl-r 
revcile, pf tiuie rare nudils of flioit-luf il unfortunUe city, points out iti oiigm liom 
Hciarha (lx ing foundt d, at cording to iht Giccun lablc, by Uidt dcnii-got!), indt pi iidt ui ul the 
<Hicck inltiipt-ioii round hn> licad in Ing. 6 , 
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w HILE yet the rage of forming fcttlements on the fliores of the 
Eu\mc obtained in Greece, a colony of Acheans eftabhihed them- 
felvcs on the coaft of the Cuban, to the Eaft of Phanagoria ; nay, 
one even from Lacedemonia, the Icaft mercantile of all the Grecian 
ftates, took pofl'eflion of the remaining part of the fea (hore between 
the Acheans and the famous kingdom of Colchis, giving themfelves 
the name of Hcnioches, or coachmen, in honour of Recas and 
Amphiftratcs, charioteers of the Argonaut heroes, the two Diof- 
cures ; and even called their capital Uiofcurus ; the very city after- 
wards fo celebrated (under the name of Sebaflapolis) as a great 
mercantile emporium up to the Middle Ages. 

Thcfc firft fcttlcrs, however, feem to have had no hand in carry- 
ing on the extended and honourable commerce which in time ren- 
dered this country the admiration of the world, as 1 fhall after- 
wards (how, in treating of the Euxine trade ; but, on the contrary, 
the Acheans and Ilcnochi were fo far from cultivating honeft trade, 
that they even joined with their neighbours, the Zigi, in adts of 
piracy, and helped to form a fleet which was long the terror of the 
Euxine under the antientand general name of Pelafgi ; from whom 
neither merchant (hips on the fea, nor the defencelefs fcttlements 
on the fliores, were in fafety, till they at laft taught the inhabitants 
of the Euxine to fortify their ports, and the commercial nations to 

create 
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create a marine to protc6l their trade, which in time put an end to 
their depredations. 

The colonies lettled on the coaft of the Cuban, when driverrfrom 
maritime piracy, feem to have taken to plundering on land, as we 
fliortly after find the Greek colony of Pitiuntus Magnus, fituated 
a little to the Weft of Diofcurus, building the famous Validus 
Murus acrofs a valley, to fecurc tfcetnfelvcs againft# thefe lawlcfs 
robbers ; but to little purpofe, as they found means to I'calc the coftly 
wall, and deftroy that rich and flourilhing icttlcment ; it was after- 
wards, indeed, rebuilt by the great Mithridates, when he became 
mafter of thefe countries ; but a fecond time ravaged by the Cioths 
while in the pofteflion of the Romans, the conquerors ot that 
Afiatic hero. It began the attac ks of the Goths by lea on the Roman 
empire, which they aftcrw,ards dircfled againft Tiebiibnd, Bythinia, 
Greece, and Ital), in large fleets from the Taurida. 

But, of all the Greek Icttlemcnts on the Euxinc, thofe in the rich 
kingdom of Colchis certainly took the lead ; not lo much, however, 
for the gold colle6lcd in its rivers, as for the lucrative Indian trade 
which then flowed m that channel, as will be foon Ihown on the 
fubjctl: of commerce. 

The Greeks founded fevcral cities in Colchis, efpecially on the 
noble river Phafis (i'o famous in the autient Aigonaut fable), 
which divides the kingdom into halves. The principal ot thefe 
was Sara^Danis, built about 8o verfts up the Pliafis, where the river 
begins to be navigable for flnps of burthen coming down to the 
Euxine ; and it was there that they placed the emporium of their 
Indian commerce, and that their veficls went up to load the rich 
produce of the Eaft. . 

Iberia is a (frtking example of the happy eflcdl: that commerce has 
on the opulence of a country; as the Indian trade, by only pafling 
through It on its w’ay to the Grecian emporium on the Phafis, men- 
tioned above, not only rendered it one of the heft cultivated coun- 
tries of Afia, but even crow^ded it with cities built of ftonc, and 

covered 
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covered witli tiles, containing temples and other public edifices, as 
the Creek w I Iters afliire ns; nay, they add, that even the adjoining 
country of Albany was almotl equally benefited by the Indian trade 
having been carried on for ages by the fame route, long before any 
Grecian colony was founded in Colchis ; a curious faft, which 
explains thecaiifc of the riches of that anticnt kingdom when tlie 
fiih { Jrecian ivJventuiers ariived there. 

Sliabo tells us, that the people of the country of w hich I am now 
tieating, were divided into calls, like the Indians; and gives us 
much curious information relative to this pait of the world; but 
it lucre to indulge m quoting from cladic authors, in this and 
fcvcral other parts of my rapid glance at the Euxinc colonies, (more 
elpeually m the antient I’ontus and on the coaft of Afia Minor m 
gcncial,) 1 (hould at lead add anoth^ volume to the Tour of 

Your’s, &c. 


LETTER LXXIX. 


■Ai.THOUCH I would not follow Strabo through all his curious 
rcmaiks on the countries fituated among the Caucafian mountains; 
yet 1 lliall give him ns my authority for frying, that a number of 
Greek cilKs Hill e.Mllcd m his time on the river Cyrus (now Cur, 
or Kur) .ill the wav down to theCafpiaii ; probably dilTcrciit (lations 
for the ho. its and mereh.indi/,e on their way up from that fea ; and 
we know, from the example of Ikdmyra, that even the paflage of 
the India goodj luppoiicd populous cities of old. 


But 



249 


A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, .Vc. 

But to retain once more to the Phafis. With regard to the other 
Greek cities on this central river, Strabo, Ptu'cniy, and Pompo- 
mils Mela, tell us, that the town of Phafts phurd on its South 
bank, near to its mouth, was the moll confiderahlc of all ; and, in 
fdel, it became the capital of Colchis dining the Gieck reign in that 
country, I'his city is luppolcd to have been founded by 'rhennf- 
tagorus, and to have contained the temple of iMiiyxus, and the 
bower of the golden decce ; and is (lill called Thalhc by the Turks 
(who keep it g<ii nioned by Janlfarics), an evident corruption of 
its antient name; or, lather, a modification of it to their pro- 
nunciation. 

Another Greek city on the fame fide of tlic river was Cincum^ 
now the ruined fort of like; both commcicial places m antient 
times; more Specially the firll ; tor Arrian Ipcaks very higlilv ot 
tlie opulence and trade Phalis in his Tour of thcEuxinc io often 
quoted in mine. 

A third celebrated city of antiquity fituated near the mouth of 
this river (or i either a fourth, as the Greek Emporium Saiapanis 
mufl: be counted here, though mentioned in a former letter), was 
JEuy the refidcncc and capital of the unhappy King of Colchis, 
who was the vi6bm of the Argonautic expedition. 

Arrian tells us, that in his time the inhabitants of this city 
fhowecl part of a Hone anchor which li.id bccMi lett there by J.ifon.. 

The remaining towns on the Ph.ifis were, the 'rynd.nulc and 
the Cygnus of Pliny ; the firft now Pandary ; the lecond, pro- 
bably, no longer cxifts. 

They likcwife polTelTed Cyta, the biith- place of Medea, now 
Cutatis, the capital of Turkiflt Georgia, fituated on the Rhoas of 
Pliny, or the river Rione of the Turks. 

The original inhabitants of Colchis Icem to have been, ai they 
themlelvcs affeited, of Egyptian extraiSlion ; at lead if we may 

judge 

i«o are told by antient aiuhon, (dndc\(n the fceptic Mr. Jamb Jltpant, wi hi** IcjmctT 
adtack OD the fiege ol Tio) , cites the biiioiic.d t lO) that the Lg)ptMiii at .in ( ai !v pi t lod h id the 

K K crn^iiic 
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judf>t f]om certain ciicumflanccs to be mciiCionccl m the article of 
their commerce, and the torcible argument of Herodotus, that they 
weic, ot all the numerous nations of Caucafus, the only people 
who praftifcd circumcilion. 

I have now enumerated all the Greek colonies on the fliores of 
the Euxjiie, and Inch cities as were commercial ; for to give an 
account of the hole would be a voluminous work of iticlf. I 
iuc<m, thcrefoic, to api)ropriatc the remainder of this Letter to a 
few remarks on the iiitcrefting mountains of Caucafus, (vvherc 1 
chanced to fmini my little (ketch of the Grecian reign in the Eux- 
ine) as one of the ino(f curious chains in the world, running from 
near the nver Cuban t(^ the Calpian fea, and prefcnting both to the 
natuial hillorian and tlic philolophcr very mtereftmg phenomena. 

1 he (irlt tliat it falls lAto the nature of my plan to take notice 
of here, arc lomc curious cuftoms of the celebrtitcd Circaflaans, 
more cf|)C( lally as they inhabit that part of the Caucalus which was 
anticntly the country of the Amazons, and may therefore ferve to 
throw lome light on the antient fables concerning that nation of 
warlike ladies ; for, in facT, to this day, a traveller finds there the 
women living ieparately from the men, to all appearance at lead ; 
and «is, even m modern battles between the different Caucafian 
nations, thcle infulatcd viragoes have been found among the flam 
com[dctcly clad in aimour (See Mr. Ellis’s Memoir accompanying 
his Map ot thcle mountains), a ftrangcr, with but a little turn to 
the marvellous m his difpofition, might ftill imagine that he had 
dilcovercd a community of warlike females, dwelling diflin6l from 
the men, and only admitting their vifits to prevent the total ex- 
tin£lioa of their Amazon date ; for in reality all this appears on 
the face of the calc, and requires the fallowing explanation to in* 
duce a different opinion of the whole. 


f mpirc of f i, and coikjui n d ni\ny of the Gieek illands, with a part of the conft of Afia 

Minor , fo that it is \tiy potlihle tlu) ma> Iu\e then phnted i colony iij Colclns), as they cer- 
tainly lUd in CtTKxr 
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Firft, by an old cAablillicd cnftom an^ong the Circaflbins, the 
men Rc<d in like midnight tliltves to cohabit with tlicir wives, who 
live perfectly alone and leparatcd from the men, without even a 
male child under their care ; while it is a great dilgtaec to the men 
to be caught, or even fecn, on fuch vifits. 

Secondly, every boy is removed from his mother as foon as born, 
to be educated folcly by the men, m order to his bcicoming a bold 
foldicr, and an expert thief; which here, as in anticnt Sparta, is a 
high qualification ; and to be detefted in the a6i;, a gnat Ilia me. 

Now I cannot help thinking, that any traveller, confulci ing with 
attention thefe cuf/ems, 11 ill cxifting among the ChrcaH'ians m tlic 
anticnt ( ountry of the Am«i/ons, mull readily difcovci in them the 
origin of tlic Grecian fables concerning tlioie f.imous ladies (T an- 
tiquitv ; and, indeed, if the (h'ceks had as much foundation lor 
all their celebrated ficlions, as for the iwo that took origin in this 
part of the world, vu. tlicir golden ticccc and the kingdom of tlic 
Amazons, we can by no means give them all the cicdit for poetic 
imagination, which has been commonly allowed to that nation. I 
cannot take leave of this lubjccl; w ithout hazaiding a conjecture, 
that, as the country I have been fpeaking of is regarded by many 
as the great cradle of the Erno/)ean variety of the liuman I})cciCSp 
the I>accdemonian cuftoins which diftinguilhcd them from the other 
Grecian Rates may have taken oiigm m tlie Caucalus, where our 
late imperial academician Guilinltcad has found the ftnkmg refem- 
blanccs related above ; and on wdiicli it is unncceffary to comment 
to thofe wxll acquainted with Grecian hiRory, wdio wull probably 
find with me the bafis upon which the Spartans erected their fyftcm 
of public education detached from the women, their ait of thieving 
undifcovcred, &c. 

There is itill another cuftom, however, which I negleiTcd to 
mention, viz. a leatlicrn belt fewed round the w\u(l of female 
children lu CircalFia, and which is renewed as often as buift by the 

K K 2 growth 
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growth of tlic gill, till the nu[)tKil night, when it is cut loofc 
by the bilirc ol the hulb.iiul in defuincc of tlie bride’s refinance. 
Is it not t.ify t(; find, in this antient ulage, the origin of the 
druggie whidi toolv place bctwTcn the Spaitan bride and her huf- 
baud bdoie he eould untie the zone, where marriage feemed a Ipe- 
cies of pi ivih '>ed r«ipc ? 


L E T T E R LXXX. 


. \ ctdonies founded by tlic Greeks on the fliorcs of the 
aud Maotis die now about to change their niahcrs, it may 
ikjL \k a nils to lav a tew woids ot their lird conqueior, before w'c 
coiv.e to ulalc his luccels, and the ule that he made of his victoiics. 

iViiihi uia^Ls, King ol Rontus (dcleivcdly lui named 'Tlic (deat, 
as he made bead loi jo )ears againlt the [lowcilul re[niblic ot Rome 
m all itb llieugth and glor), and is acknowledged by the Latin 
wnteis to luive given more trouble to Rome tlian Pyirhus or Ilan- 
nibiil, with the Kings ot Sevtlua and Maetdon united), mounted 
the tlijune ot I’outU'i 124 yeais betoic the commciiLcmcnt of our 
'a-ia, wiuld xetachild ot 11 \ears ot age, and woas educated by 
Giecks in his capital Smopc, in all the knowledge of the times, 
more clpe\ lally ot (nccian t.id:ics ; as tlie Romans lound to their 
colt, wlicii he kept their famous legions at bay tor Inch a number 
a of 
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of voais, leadinj^ their ::^eiicials aiul (.Ji;!cs \n rnuinnh nioic than 
onre th<il period. Ilowcnci, his ncquiicuuMirs w ci c h\ 

means confined to the mihtarv k'cnee, a^ even tlie Roman aiilhoiN 
aehiiow leul tliat Im convcrfui w n!i ^4difKi\nt .iinhafladors oath 
in his o^vn lai^^^naj^e; tor winch we have the jeip.JtabiL aulhontics 
to l^c mentioned in mother -part ot this letter. 

After Mitluidatcs came of aj^c, he fet out o\\ Inatia\els into to- 
rciji^n ctuintnes, fiom whieh he letinncd in tl ill ecais, aitm 
ha\ ing \ ifitcd many parts of the Isidi, and etmluUtahlv eulaimcel 
his vieu ot things. 'I'hc hi ll work tlial he let «b'oiit on conung 
home was the tormmg (d an aimv ti) the (net 1 in inanom\ ics, and 
aiming It, m then mnmei, toiefiRthe Romans, kmg unwilling 
to icmain a ila\ c to thelc haiigl^tv ic tinhluMns, as In. (at! r aiul 
graiulieitlicr had been; tl^e one tlua'ugh iiCLetlitv, the otlwi liom 
clioiee. 

He thcrcfoic began Ins l}ll(m()l' indepimde ne 1 , l>y lou(H\ de- 
manding jiidiec, both of the lenatc anel their povccnlul m \fia, 
ior ceitam ciu roaelnnents on Ins patnmoin ; and (>n thui tieatmg 
Ins repreie ntations w itli dcrifion, ace ending to then iilui! Ihle to 
Afiatic pnnecs, lie immcdiatclv ict about nglitiiyg himlelt, and, 
with the rapidite of an Mevander, not unl\ recovered a!I Ana 
Minor, hut even dioee the Romans out of Coeeee, Maecdoiu 
Thiaee, ^ve. leading tw'o of tlieir veneraN wuth him m chauis, \ 1 : 
(}ynntns Appiiis, and Mainiis Acpidius. The lad f)i lie two he 
punillicd foi all the e\tni tions and rapine that he liad ( I'-nmiMed on 
his fnhjccf s, 1 )V 01 dci ing melted gold to he pom ( d do\ n liis tlnoa^' ; 
as he was tlic fonnmt^r and eaule cd the Mitln - i it k war, whi'.li, 
indeed, only ended w th the deatli nf the Afialic liero, aRei a gin- 
nous diuggle of -yO vcais againit tlic oecigiown powei ( ( Ihiim ; 
anel even timt was elleeled by tb.c tiealon of Ins own i bi'ulten, .s 
liris been ahead) lb(w\ a on \ ifting Ihmtic a|)e(;s, tlic leene >1 tlic 
tragic event. 

I Otf* til 

d lie 



254 


A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, Ac. 

The only pait of Mithridates’ conqueft, however, that belongs 
to my fubjeit is that of the Greek colonics, which he fubdued with 
wonderful celerity from the Thracian Bofphorus, or- ftraits of 
Conftantinople (the antient Byzantium), all the way Eaft to Tra- 
pezius or Trebifond, and then carried his vidforious arms to the 
kingdom of Colchis, the Cuban, Phanagoria, the kingdom of 
Bolphorus, and the Taurida ; nay, he feems even to have given 
law to the colonics and nations dwelling on the Boryfthenes, Hy- 
panis, Axiacus, andTyras; as we find his general Diophanes de- 
feating the Scythians in a pitched battle with a very inferior force, 
on his victorious march to thofe countries after his conqueft of the 
Taurida. 

But we have another proof of his having carried his arms at 
leaft as far as the Tyras, or Dniefter ; for even the Roman authors, 
Aulus (jcihus, Valerius Maximus, and Quintillian, when confefling 
that Mithridates fpoke to 24 ambafifadors every one in the language 
of his refpeCtive country (as faid in the beginning of this letter), 
tell us, that the ambaftador of the Roxolam was one of the num- 
ber ; a people that we know dwelt between the Dniefter and Bog, 
or rather wanefered with their herds within the confines of thofe 
two rivers, the very country lately ceded to Ruftia, and which muft 
have been only a leftitution made by the Turks, if the Roxolani 
were, as fuppnfal, the anceftors of the Ruffians 

This polifhcd prince rebuilt the famous commercial city of Diof- 
curus, afterwards called Sebaftapolis in honour of Auguftus, and 
encouraged trade throughout all his conquefts ; that is to fay, as 
much as his long defenfive war would permit him to cultivate the 

• 

*** The Editor, from hi^ inquiries into the antiquities origin of the Rnflian-i, is of this 
opinion, tiiongh more from mterool c\idencc than pofitivc proof, vhich made him cautious of ad- 
vancing It in his late work. 


arts 
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arts of peace ; but, as the Romans never left him in quiet, except in 
the two years of his long reign which elapfed between the firft and 
fecond Mithvidatic war, it is impoflible to fay what fuch a genios 
might have done in favour of commerce and letters, which he loved 
and cultivated, had he enjoyed more cafe and tranquillity. 


LETTER LXXXI. 


On the death of Mithridates, the Romans reduced all his vaft 
dominions to the Rate of Roman provinces, goi^ned either by 
praetors, or tributary princes ; among which laft number was the 
traitor Fharnaces, who was left for a time in the government of 
the Taurida and Bofphorus, till, in an unfuccefsful attempt to 
recover the reft of his father’s realms, he met the juft puniftiment 
of his unnatural crime, in the well-known battle begun by Julius 
Caefar w'lth the memorable words, Shall thts treacherous parricide 
go unpuntjhedf" and who related his victory to the Senate in the cele- 
brated line. Fern, wj//, vtci I I came, faw, and conquered ! 

It is worthy of remark, that the field of battle was the fame bn 
which Mithridates defeated the Roman general Triarius. 

The Romans, however, wifely and politicly declared moft of the 
principal commercial Greek cities free, to the great advantage of 

trade, 
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trade ; and the warlike Emperor Trajan afterwards added to the 
conqiiefts of Sylla, Lucullus, Pompey, and Julius Caelar, on the 
fliores of the Kiixinc, that of the palloral nations to the Eafl: and 
North of the 'Tuinda, at the time wdicn he carried his victorious 
arms from the n<inubc to the Don, and planted Roman colonies m 
the wilds of Scythia, wlieic Darius and Philip of Macedon had met 
with nothin hwt difgrace. 

"I'hclc mighty coiupiclls, houever, acldcil more to the military 
reputation of 'Piaian, than to the profit of the empire, if commerce 
was in view m this pai^an croifadc to plant the f'aduccus of Mer- 
cury, as we aftcrwaids lo devoutly drove to plant tli^Crofs of Cl’inlt 
by force of <n ms ; a conchifion m which I «nn warranted by the 
fubfccpiont conduct of the wile Adi lan, who, iindingthc niuncrons 
gaii lions ncccliaiy to jirelcrve thefe countries only a burtlien to the 
ffatc, w ithout any adequate advantage, withdrew them by degrees, 
fo as not to cxpoic the lives of the Roman colonids fettled there, as 
would certainly have been the cafe bad lie done fo at once, before 
they \vcrc prcj)ared to defend thcmfclvcs. 

I fliall now fmifli this flight mention of the Roman pofTefTions on 
the Euxinc (to ft foun reiumed on the fuhjcft of their commerce), 
with obferving, that moll: of our geographical knowledge of thefe 
countries was acejuired during the dominion of this enlightened 
people ; for, what we polfclfcd before, was merely the information 
from Herodotus, and the Periplos of Scylax, both works of high 
antiquity, 

Phny has given us all that was collefted by Varro (who accom- 
panied Pompey), Mutius, and Cornelius Nepos : information, 
which only reached as far Eafl as the city of piofcurias, or Sebafta- 
pohs; lor the remainder we owe to the excellent Periplos of Arrian, 
fo often mentioned in this Tour, who wrote in the reign of Hadrian ; 
certainly with luperior advantages, from his being a native of 
Bytlnnia, governor of Cappadocia, and employed to make the 

fur\ eys, 
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furvcys, with a Roman fleet, of both the Eiixine and the colonics 
placed on its fhores ; and accordingly we find in his work a much 
more minute account of them than in thofc of Pomponius Mela, 
Strabo, Ptolemy, and fome other antient writers, though all of 
them have treated of thefe countries. 

Since the time of the Romans, we find but little on the Rnxine, 
if we ex'cept the valuable information furnifhed by* the Greek Em- 
peror ConftantinusPorphyrogenitus, in his “ De Adininiltrando 
Impcrio for both the Venetians and Genoefe were too much 
occupied with commerce, and in difputing the pofTcfiTion of the 
valuable Tauric cities, &c. to write on the geography of the coun- 
tries they were fighting for, although highly quahiicd to do fo, as 
the moft enlightened nations of that pcri;)d. Laftly, as the Kuxinc 
and its colonies have been for fome centuries in the hands of the 
ignorant Turks, who took them from the Genoefe, we could 
expeft no infoimation from men who have not even at this day the 
invaluable art of printing general among them ; fo that it was 
referved for the Ruflian dominion in thefe countries to revive inquiry 
into the prefent ftate of the antient Greek colonies.^ 


L L 
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Venetian and Genoese Possession of the Euxine Colonies. 


The Venetians began to predominate in the Euxine toward the 
decline of the Eaftcrn Roman cmpiie; as it was about that time 
that the degenerate Cxl’ars courted their maritime aid againft the 
Saracens and Turks, who had, by degrees, almoft penned them up 
in Conftantinople by their repeated conquerts ; and it is but little 
furprifmg, that the feeble fuccelTors of the great Conftantinc llioiild 
declare the powerful Venetians the moft favoured nation, when 
even the terrible flaughter made among their enemies the Turks by 
the famous Timur Beg (better known in Europe bv his nick name 
Tamerlane, or the limper,) could not retrieve their affairs ; al- 
though he came to the alfiftance of the declining empire, and 
almoll annihilated the Turkifl* armj, taking their Sultan Bajazet 
pnfoner, near Mount Stella in Pontus ; a fpot already noted for the 
total overthrow of Mithridates by Pompey. 

The politic republicans, how^cver, to ftrengthen flHl more their 
intereft in Conllantinople, had the addrefs to direft a part of the 
wild chivalry of the Crodades to that quarter ; well convinced, that 
by feating a Latin Prince on the throne, they mull infallibly receive, 
as they did, a monopoly of the Euxine trade, to counterbalance 
the lofs of their commerce in the Saracen ports of the Mediter- 
ranean, 
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ranfan, then almoll entirely interrupted by the torrent of church 
militants rolling in that diredlion, and who would certainly all 
have taken that road, had not the Venetians, as faid above, tranf- 
ported 40,000 ot thole fanatics to the metropolis of the Greek em- 
pire, and helped to feat a Frenchman on the throne. 

The Venetians now rode triumphant on both the Black and AfolT 
Seas, while they were at liberty to form fcttlcnients on their Ihores, 
and accord’.nglv took polfelTion of Thcodocia, Tanais (or Aloft'), 
Trapezus (of Trebizond), &c. till a fecond revolution threw the 
commerce and colonies on I'le Euxme into the hands of their rivals 
the Genoefe, who baffled them at their own weapons, and reftored 
the (Jrcek dynafty, by tvlnch they became the molt f.ivourcd nation, 
and monopolized i i turn all the mercantile advairtagcs enjoyed by 
their rivals during the Ihorj: Latin reign. 

Several bloody battles, liowever, were fought between the two 
maritime republics, for the empire of the Eu\ine and Mxotis ; 
till at length Venice gave up a conteft entirely fruitlefs on their fide, 
while all advantages and privileges were given to Genoa by the 
grateful Michael I’alxologus. 

It was now that the democratic republic founded a fort of empire 
in the Taurida, and chole the antient city of I’heodocia for its 
capital, to which they reftored its antique Roman name of Cnfum, 
modifted to CafTa to fuit their own language. This they found in a 
mined condition; as, indeed, was the cafe when Arrian vifitcd it; 
who fays, that he faw only fome Greek infcriptions on its moul- 
dering walls. A company of Genoefe merchants fettled there loon 
after the rertoration of the Greek emperor by permiftion of the 
Chan of the Rozares, then fovercign of the Taurida, or Kozana, in 
confequence of a treaty made with him, or rather a charter of pri- 


It mny not be amiris to remind the reader that, in fpoaknn^ of a Greek and Latin Empuror 
filling the throne of the Roman empire trebled m Conflantinople, the NN'ritir inertly alludes (o 
their belonging to the Greek or Latin Church, Edjto*, 
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\i!'‘\c> I i. wiiiL-li lij^ Lvc*i ^luAii to u^j, and is r.s 

i ( / lo ^ ^ 

Aj*i Ii I '] liL ^iLiv'L c ii. ill |)ci\ th'j oi din.ii V diUn s ('ll all j 2 ;oods 
inij(atcd .Dill L |>uilcd b\ l^.in to and hoin Ko/.ai ja in Gcnoclc 
Hops. 

Artu Ic 11 iA'r ( d node iulnecl lhall Inivc pcriiiidion to hnv and 
(l'I all a,(r ;( I , l;i on jii nitoktvaiM froincvcin LOunti\ uhatfocvci. 

AMiLklll. d Ilf ( lino. iC ll)<dl 1 c peril'll t d to build Iioidcs and 
ni, !<;<'/ lilt s ioi iluniklvcs and tlicir inert handi/.c, m lucli places as 
lilt- CM'an lb, ill iliinlv pioptr* 

'I liiis llii I a male vei\ inodedl) Itaau their I'aiirie cobnn/ation : 
bill the poll of t alia was lo cxeeMtnt, and its htiiation lo ctiUral 
ioi lliL eoniniue^ of tin IAimik, that tluv loon cni;rt>l]td it ahnoft 
enlnel\, and dad) ineitaled tia‘ niiinher ot incieantile fettlers, 
hoin'e , nia!.ni '!iK'^, ckt . ; till at lai! tht tallen riiei'doria aiole fioni 
i!siiiiii>, andhetanie, iindti its luw name of (alia, a guatei and 
moie doiii illimjj^ < It) thanc\ei it had been ni the tunc oi the* Cna cks 
«uid Romans. 

1 he* entei|ai/m;; repuhhtans now thought it time to Icturc their 
I'hixmematl 1 1 om <dl <itrat ks by land and ka ; and, in pnnu<inccof 
this |:)1 ui, obtained peimillion of the nnf iilpeelin)^ priiut to ent a 
ti t nt li 1 omul It, under pretenee of- guarding then inae;.!Z>mes igainft 
an\ iudtlen daii'^i lioin the many jiiratcs wdio infedcd the ft <is ; 
and, on obtaining tins a[)pare'ntl y-tritling favour, nu)ll aittully 
cmplo\itl it to make ihtmkltes independent, anti, infant, fovc- 
itigiis of the |)enmliila, in tlu following manner. 

rheeaith of the tieneh the\ luapeel iij) on the outer fide of it 
all toimd, a.-, a Ipe^’esof limple lampait; vvhieh gave neither urn- 
hiage noi aiaim to the Higning prinec, who never fiifpee:lcd that 
behind this ieieentluw weie hnfn y cinplo) cd in building one of 
hiiek, wliieli, w hen Inndied, \v<ls tuniilheJ wntli tnriets at proper 
diihinees, on \ aiions pi etenees ; thelc the 'Fartars only flared at as 
novelties, till Caifa became a ])laec icgularly fortified in the Ible 

of 
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of tlut pcnovl, and <tblc to icfilt till tnc f^-KC that botina could 
bi in!j; a^ainil it, 

MxiilMina; in rhnr diani;lli, it was u(^r loni; hcfoic t!u infolduc of 
tlic colony ict t!u' Kf'/.n* powci ..t (bliaiut, and lliov (d flu too 
credulous piinec the ical ulc ut the huildin^^s tluit bad t\citc.d 
his lurpn/x. 


L E T T E II LXXXllI. 


J^IIE Cicnocfc had, tioin tlicir adv.intagcs ot ever} kind f»\ci an 
ignorant fiinplc race of men, become uinpncsin all dil|)Utes timong 
the natives; tind liad gradually gained luch an al( eiulaiu } m 
Ko/.ana, as at Jail even to influence the chfiice of its C htin, and 
fettle all diljiutcs among the piinces of tlie blood relative to tiu Inc - 
cellioii, tVc. At kngtli, a Tartai having a dilputc wiili a (icnoHc 
ihopkecper in the maikct of Cafia, it ended inaiitiy wlieiciu the 
Tai tdi w as killed. 

Idice ban, regtirding tins as an attack on his fovcreignty, ordered 
theCienfclc to evaeuakc the pcninfula; as lie litid only granted 
them a fettle inent on histeintory during their good hehavioin , and 
had now great realon to he diiplealed. The colony, howcvei, al- 
though convinced that the) had notlnng to ohje(:'l to the loveieign 
right of- the Uhan, weie too haughty to depreealc liib wrath by an 

apology 



A TOTR TITROroiI THE TAURIDA, Ac, 

apolog) .nul a prcfent, iii the Oriental ihic, as miglit cafily have been 
(lone, but rather cholc to let his authority at defiance, and lent hack 
his herald v/ith a Icornful anfwer; convinced that their for tifications 
were jiroot aj^ainlt al' the force of the Tartars, as was loon proved 
to be the Ciile ; for tlicy met death under the walls ol: Caffa, yet 
ucie imal)lc to luirt a finglc tepiiblican by their arrows. 

'Tile K()/are!>, tluis taught by lad expcnepce the inc([uality of tlie 
combat, turned their fruiticfs attack into a blockade ; but here again 
they were ccjually nnliiccclsful ; for tlie (^cnoefc gallics plentifully 
I'm milled the city with every ncccfTary, while they prevented neutral 
vcifels trom bringing the Chan any kind of lupplics, or even trading 
With the natives ; lo that, in faft, he found himfclf bclicgcd, in- 
Read of the coloiiids, ^yho enjoyed plenty and a tree commerce. 
Even this, liowever, was not all ; for, aj' the alpiring (icnoclc had 
by degrees poifefied thcmfclvcs of the other poits of the Tauiidap 
during the period of unlimited credit and confidence which llicy 
enjoyed before the rupture, and even built forts at Soudaja (or 
Soudak), and the Portus Symholon (now Balaklava), they 
made dcfccnts wuth their fleet, and plundered the country ; fo that 
the Kozaics wcic reduced to a moll liumiliating and diftreffing 
fituation. 

Tilde proceedings, however, at lad drew the attention, and 
roofed to arms the whole coaft of the Euxine, alarmed at the fpirit 
of ufurpation alTumed by a fet of mercantile adventurers, 'who, 
throwing afide alljuIVicc and equity, with regard to a native fovc- 
rcign whom they had betrayed and infultcd, were now difpo/Telfing 
him of ins dominions. 

All the other Genoefe colonies were immediately attacked and 
taken, beginning with Trebizond, the anticnt Trapezus, and prin- 
cipal of the whole, excepting Caffa ; fo that they would, in alt 
probability, have paid deailyfor their ufurpation, had not fortune 
raoft unexpedcdly delivered them from the danger they were m, 

even 
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even afar their fleet had been beaten liy that of VeniLC and I’da 
in a hold attempt made by the lepuhlic of Genoa (who coun- 
tenanced the proceedings of their Taiiric colony) to fui prize Con- 
ftantinoplc itlelf, by a poweiful fqnadron with 8000 land troops on 
board, and the afliflance of their countrymen lettlcd in Galata, one 
of thefuburbsof that city. 

Their miraculous dclrverancc came fiom a quarttr the Icafl: cx- 
peiTcd. Hatis, or Baarty, nephew of the famous Tartar con- 
queror, Zmgis Cli.Mi, 111 marching to fubdiic Rulfia in ilic begin- 
ning of the thirteenth century, exterminated the Kozarcs, and 
placed then own Mongol horde in the Taurida (w'hich they now 
called Crimea, or Crim Tartary), to the great joy of the Genoefe, 
who, by that revolution, were not only delivered from tluir ene- 
mies, but even found n'^eans to conciliate the good-will of their 
new fovcicigns ; by olfering to furnifh them with every thing 
that a people without arts and manufadturcs mufl; ftand in need 
of, in return for a little of the fuperfluous riches that they had 
amafled m plundering India and Perfia, which had obt.iincd them 
the name of the Golden Horde. 


I, E ITER 
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Although the Gcnoefe colony of CafFa fortunately weathered 
the rtorni winch their infolence and daring ufurpation had raifed, 
as related in my lall ; or, rather, was delivered from the punifli- 
ment that awaited their tyranny by a fpecies of miracle, when the 
whole Euxmc was in arms againfl: them, aided by the fleets of 
Venice and Ihfa ; yet even that ferious leflTon docs not feem to have 
had much effc6l on their future conduft ; for we find them, after 
monopoli/.mg the Commerce of the Euxine for 1 50 years more, 
a'fain rinewnni on the Cnin Tartars the fame infnlts which had 
arinctl the Ko/.arcs them, till they laid their [)roud city in 

the dud, and entailed on thcmfelvcs and their poftcrity the galling 
yoke ot Turkifh flavery. The particulars of this intcrefting event 
will finilli our propofed llectch of the Euxine colonics, as it brings 
iheir hiltory down to the Turkilh conqueft. 

In 1474 (while CalFa was governed by Anthony Cabclla, asconful, 
witli two eounfcllors or allillants, named Francis Fiefchi and Hubert 
Squaiclafieo, all three Genoefe ; and a fourth, magiltratc, commonly 
a nati\ c, and named by the Chan, bccaufe he cxcrcifed a junfdiifkion 
over the Chan’s fuhjccls in the fervicc of the Gcnoefe colony, at 
tlicir country Icats, farms, although afterwards to be approved 
of by the Governors of Cafl'a), a man named Mamac, who filled 
this fourth magirtcnal ollice, happening to die, Mclinchcry (or 

Mengly 
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Mcngly Ghcray)'"', Chan of the Crimea, ai>p(>iiitc(l one ICmincL m 
his place ; but the widow vA the dcccafcd, havino; foimd nuMii., by 
the judicious diftribution of jeo fcquins, to tlx (JcnoGc 

niafi;i(lrates in favour ol hci iou Scitak, the Chan of couife, 
highly oPlndcd ; till it was a<;rccd on, that the (xnoelc govern- 
ment, as an <u know ledgcment of tlx So\ci\ign*s iijlit, lliould 
confirm any other pci Ion wliom the Clian might name to the office, 
cxce[jt hi3 fiiil choice hhninek, to \v!H)m they picliiukd to h.ivo 
a dillikc. MLlincheiy now' appointed anothei, named Caitii- 
inerla, and accom[)anicd him in perion into thccit^, pi(dnihl\ by 
Wdy of lliowung that he had foi gotten any icafon that he had had to 
be dilplealed w nil what had happened. Hut how much mull il.c 
too cieduIoLisChan have been IlKxkcd .it finding hunlclt a pi -loin r in 
the hands ot" the laithlels^iepul)licans, as he (oon law' w,is the ca'e, 
when they jilaiiily told him, that they mull llill Inne Seitak foi then 
Prcjcii (being, piobably, unw illing to iciuntl his iv.olh.ei’s g^dd) ; 
and theCounUllor Scjuarciafico role to thuaten him \v)tli intlanllv 
fending to open tlx ilatc piilon of Sondaja (SoiuLik), and letting 
loofc the next hens to bis 1 1 ow n ' % w hilc he w oithl he kc |)t prdtau r 
ill Ciiila till his thione w «is (ei/ed U])on, il heilid nca immediatCv' 
comply wnth then w ill : a piece of treachery that had llic cit^eU m 
the mean time, of making hcitak prcfcch, hut wdnch hung the m* 
folent counfcllor on a gibbet as loon as thecit) was taken. 

Tin 1 ill Ijf iIk Tpj f li t’l ('1 r li .'IK nl (1 f hsn, i]lO I \ ( 'J , liu’ 1\ \ Ml '1 

I \ , sill 1 (1 r a II Mr pionniH i iii > j 11. u 1 i <1 \ . lx r . t I f i j i k ■ \ i ^ \ ' i 

) u’HiL^ l>v tiu l *u)(F< h , .!inl < irc liillv f I’lu itf <1 by 1 1 < m . lo is l'» !>' i< " I ' ' i > i In i, 1 1\ ( i. ) 

llu 11 c utloins, in ( lit t lu} lluMilC liiul il b 'I 1 1'( 11 ink 1 ( It (o 1 111 |i .iM . i ' ( . n i * i 

til l( « n 1 ml (il a U Imi 1 ' C, Inn lA* iild liu I’l i.n i nl l lx I’c miil ' ! n. .1 1 x ! i Im iiC 1 I , i ’ i '.j 
tlu'ii ^^lll nxl 1 lx \ ai coiiliinjlv <ba lo tlii(ji’'jli ill* pi* U i tx>n ut M ilx ii i i II \Ii' n i ' f* 
viibilx I ( M,x_ e h in , t]x)ii';li thf \ ilk r \ auU a<<iii.iK( n <1 (A( r l.i'ii ni I. < 'i iiuiiiX .li it 
tlu Ji t)v n il iM aiki t k link ( miM ji< t In ai it. 

'O In nioii J ilk rn < ('U If c, tlx. IX \ I i’x 1 , >. (f) il f iSnxu n k' [ii kii'l' r f i' i ! i" 1 i ..i k ^!y 
nab bf (.1, l(’ nil \ Mil inliUKOjuki. and h \o. i i ikin ihc It iLt, 
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The means wlikh they took to force the Chan into compliance 
with their tyrannick will lo far (ucccedcd; but the injured Emmek, 
not having the fame political reafons as his fovercign for potting up 
with his wTongs, had rccourfc to the all-poweiful proteiStion of 
Mahomet 1 1 . Sultan of the Turks, juft returned from his fuccefsful 
cxpcd'tion againlt Eerfia, and mailer of. a fleet of 482 armed vcflels 
built for the Cli'nqucll of Rhodes, who, finding that the reduclion 
of the rich colony of Cafla would make a good beginning to his 
maritime exploits, and infurcConftantinople a fupply of corn, during 
his abfence from the Taurida (then the gianary of the Euxine), 
ordered an embarkation of 10,000 Azaphs, and as many JanilTaries, 
on board the fleet, w hich he feat to befiege CafFa, w'hile Eminek, 
with a body of Tartars, attacked it on the land fide. 

This event decided the fate of that flourilhing city ; for, although 
Mclinchcry, forgetting his perfonal wrongs in the general danger 
of the peninfula, which was going to be torn from him, ran to its 
afliftance with all the force that he could command, yet the terror 
with which fuch an armament ftruck the late infolent and haughty 
colomlts w as fo great, that they made not even one effort to prevent 
the landing of the forces and artillery, which foon battered down a 
part of their old walls, and made them lower the crofs to the 
crefeent, even without conditions ; fo that, although Achmet Bacha, 
their conqueror, granted the citizens their lives on furrendering 
at difcrction, he tranfported them to populate a luburb of Con- 
tlantinople, confounded wnth the other flaves of the Ottoman 
empire. But while be fpared all the rcll, after the fword was 
Ihcathcd, he hung upon a gibiiet the venal traitor Squarciafico, 
immediaUl) on his arrival in the Turkilh capital, W'ithout letting 
him cater its gate, or defile the city by his prelence. 

On the tall of the Genoefe, their rivals, the Venetians, applied 
for the commerce of the Euxine ; which the politic Mahomet 
granted, on the exprefs condition that fire-arms and gunpowder 
Ihould coiillitutc a part of every cargo; by which means he foon 

aniaflcd 
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amafled a fufficicnt quantity of both, to fhut up the Thracian 
Bofphorus againft Venice and all other nations : a fyftcm which 
w'as followed by his fucceffors for 300 years, till Ruilia lately 
opened it again with the fame key that Mahomet had employed to 
fliut ii. 


LETTER LXXXV. 


The antient Commerce of the Euxine Colonies, from tub 
Time of the Greeks, to the Russian Conquest of the 
North Shore' of the Black Sea, 

HaV'ING now completed the little Ikctcli that I propofed of the 
hillory of the Euxme colonics, I fliall finilh my 'J'our with a rapid 
glance at their antient commerce ; as 1 fee no profpcdl of winter 
roads in this mild fcafon, to carry me home to Pctcrlburg ; fo that 
I feem defiincd to fcnbble on the banks of the Bog till next Ipring, 
and know no fubjccl likely to mtcrctl you fo much, as the one with 
which I am now amufmg myfelf. 


Greek Commerce. 

If the Greeks were really allured into the Euxine by the gold of 
Colchis, they were much more fortunate than they delcrvtd ; as 
they found a more permanent fource of riches in its iurrounding 

M M Z IhoKS, 
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lliorcs, than even the mines of Peru and Mexico, fuperior to any 
in the antient worUl ; and ftiH the lad examide ot Spain Ihevis 
what would have been their f tte if their ranguiuc expeiflations liad 
been fulfilled ; they would have been condenined to labour in the 
mines for ages, to cxtia^l: the precious metals for other nations;, 
as the inliux of gold would have bauilhed induRry fiom their owm 
eountiy, and (>l'hged them to part with their clear-bought treafnre, 

< litained at the idk of he.ilth, to purchalc the manufaeturcs op 
wilcr and more vigorous nations, employed in lucrative trade and 
lalutary labour, wlueh increalcs population, iiiRead of dmnmlh.- 
mg It. 


Fisheries. 

7’hc fiift fpccies of commerce in which the Greeks engaged was, 
that of all others the beft calculated to lay the foundation of future 
greatnefs as it not only tended to augment their infant marine 
lor the proteebiyii of the colonics already formed, but likcwnfc to- 
give them the command of the Euxinc, with the facility of forming 
others on its iliorcs wherever they thought proper. 

The lirft fettlements w'hich the Mile* 
fians planted were on the South coaft 
of the Euxinc, a.slaid in a former letter 
and thole all the way from Sinope"’ 
Eall to Trapc/ius, now Trebiiond, fubfiited at 
fiilt by catching three kinds of filh, winch an- 
tient authors tall Pcladimus, Thymus, and 

'[\\r itilcnill-j ((Mil to h.wc b((n fo r^n\m^(tlo^ the threat uiipori 'iiC( of tJiLir liflw ries^ 
that Ii\Maloi lull) la(.l\ is htn ipoln. vSjiiope, Olbiopohs, and 1' miK i|-c uih, liavc a pjk ou 
tht ir eDi'.i , iL cHy of ukIh UC", by i\ Jijh-hooL on Us nu luy, 

htu tup- i V i< behiild n lo iImi luuut of r-ches 

IL , I in>‘i \'i Miv wi t L n by Lucidlui, and bctamc fubje^t to the Romans, but all the 
coins th.it 1 lja\e given *ik Autonomn ^ 

Dolphinus ; 
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Dolpliimis "* ; but I have ftron<T 
reaion to fufpedl, that this early 
fillaiy mnn: like'Nifc have included 
the Kcphal, C'alofa, and Sprattns ; as 
we know from Pallas, that thclc laft three fpeeu’s arc filhts ot paf- 
fa^c in the Eu\inc, which make the tour ot the whole coaft, and 
then go out of the Thracian Poiphorus. • 

Bclidcs making their filhcry luhicrx icnt to their noniilh.mcnt, 
thev likcwife exported great quantities, and a defiLicniy of lalt 
for this lad: purpofe, which they onlv procured troin tome works 
on the river Halys, ftriuk out another lucrative braiuh of trade; 
for It obliged them to find out a way of cxti.u'lmg oil fioiu the 
laigcr kinds of filh, more pai ticularly ^hc <](.I])hin, no’ to lole 
entirely the fiuits of thew.’ lahoui in catehing them ; and it lound a 
mod ready fale abroad, at a time when oil alone ligliied the hoiilcs 
of all ranks of people, befoie the invention of candles. 

I have already mentioned, in the hiltory of tlie Ensinc colonics, 
another valuable filhery which the Milefians carried on in the Palus 
Mxot s, at the months of lomc of the principal livers on the 
Aiiatic fide, where they caught a large filh which Stiabo calls An- 
tac.ci ; the curing and exportation ol whicli mult have been a mod; 
lucrative branch of trade; as the fame jicop’e wcie m pi'lkliion 
of the Irak Lakes on both fides of the (hmmtr'an Bolplioins, and, 
of coiirlc, mud have commanded any qu.mtiiv of it'.it iic^ellaiy 
article, even to lupply the deficiency tor the fnlicncs ol Alia Minor. 
As 1 have alicady icmaiked m another place, that ! lie Aniac.u of 
Strabo jind Miny is a (pocics of llnrgcon, or the .Accijicii; i of 
Iann.T;us, I have onl)‘to add, that it is dill cau 'ht at tiie mnutii of 
the river Ciil .in, the VTrdancis of the AnUents, and is a valuable 
branch of trad.c to this day. 

It is prohibit, tint tli' full ibrt" Ipn le? nf l.irgt fiOl n/il ” t rui'l of 

tbf only kiiicl^ K ‘uu’H to dtalioi::> .ibroad the: ImalKi Ik mg t > .*i U’ a at iioii c, and U’i.vimv.n 
yjdiul UiL Lu villi,* 
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It may be worth remarking, that another name given by the An- 
tients to the Cuban river, was Antacites ; probably derived from 
its abounding in the filh antacxi. In the prefent times, other kinds 
of filli are caught in great numbers in the upper part of the fea of 
AfofF ; VIZ. the Cyprinus Ballerus, and Cyprini Cultrati of Lin- 
naeus ; the firfl: in iuch iinmcnfc quantities as to be an article of ex- 
portation from. Taganrog, where they are cured for foreign com- 
merce ; but 1 will not venture to fay that the Antients did the 
fame : as I only go upon written record for every thing advanced 
in this Tour that wc did not fee ourfelvcs, except an occafional co/u- 
jc£iur(f which is always given as fuch. 


East India Tradb. 

The next valuable branch of commerce which the Greeks fell 
into on the Euxine (for I hold their filheries as the firfl.) was the 
rich Indian trade carried on far beyond the reach of hiftory, and 
their arrival in theic leas, by the channel of the Cafpian, Cyrus, 
and Ph.ifis ; and which the colonifls lettlcd in the antient kingdom 
of Colcliis learned Iroin the natives, cfpccidlly from the inhabitants 
of ibena, who had been rendered by it rich and flourilhing ; while 
then country was become one of the heft cultivated in Alla, as 
alicaily remaikcd, and covered with well-built cities ; fo that there 
IS little woiulci if the fame of the riches of Colchis had reached 
Greece at an L.ii ly pi.nod, and produced the Argonaut expedition 
to ihaic 111 It. 

W'e aie lohl, that at fiifl the Greek fettlcrs.wcnt as far as Ni- 
neveh, the capital of .\lhna, then the great mart for India goods, 
to piMibalc t'lici e.ir'^ocs ; till, on acquiiing more knowledge of 
th' iia.il, i!,i, I’a, ,\ual a fael w hit h piohably the natives had 
c(y. tcih.l, \ I' .ir ih'..\ could pioiiiic them much cheaper by 

ilu) !. d'lv.. tiy ujii', tlic lu^an inc'i.hanls, who brought them as 

far 
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far as the Cafpian fea, only 375 miles fiom their principal fcttle- 
ment, Scrapanis on the Phafis, to which their (hips could conic up 
and load. 

As to the whole courfc of this trade from India to the Euxinc, 
we owe the information to the cmjniiies of Pompey, after defcatin<j 
Mithridates. That great man, williing to open once more tliis 
channel of wealth to his country, which had bcca Ihiit fincc the 
days of the Greeks (the period that 1 am treating of), fent ititclli- 
gent people to make enquiries ; and they related on their return, — 
that the goods were conveyed in ieven days from India to the river 
Icare in Ba£tria, which falls into the Oxus, and that river into 
the Cafpian, where the Greek merchants received the rich mer- 
chandizes, and hiought them in hoars _iip tlic Cyrus, now Kur, 
from which river they v\;cre carried by Lind to tlie Pliafis, and ar- 
rived at Sarapanis in four days, as the road was fo good as even to 
admit the ufe of carts. From Scrapanis the loaded veflels cafily 
dropped down to theEnxinc; and, alter travcrfing that fea, failed 
through the Thracian Bofphorus to tlie Giccian Bates for which 
they were bound. 

In tracing this channel of the Anticnt India Trade, 1 did not 
choofe to flop and explain an Herculean l.ibour which wc arc told 
the Greeks were obliged to elfccT; before they could convey the 
goods from the Cafpian to the Phafis, viz. the cutting of a canal 
through a mountain, to make the Gyrus and Araxits run together 
rn the fame bed into the Culpian fea from a llngnant lake that in- 
terrupted their (ourfe. But I had Hill a better lealon lor not clog- 
ging the relation with this boalkd wor' ; which is, tl'at 1 do not 
comprehend it myfelf, having never Iccn a map wherein it vv.is 
bud down.- 


LET'IER 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 


Roman Commerce in the Euxine. 

We have no detailed acapurtt of the Buxine trade while Mithri- 
dates was maftcr of the colonics on its (hores ; although we know, 
in general terms, that he encouraged commerce as much as the 
Romans would give him Icifure to do; but as foon as thefe warlike 
and afpiring republicans became fovercigns of the country, they 
cflablillied their emporium for the India trade in the city of Ph.ifis, 
on tile river of the fame name, built on the fitc of the antient Aui, 
capital of Colchis, and the refidcnce of its king Athena, when 
Jafon landed there, Arrian gives us a high idea ot both the mag- 
nitude and riches of this city when he vifited it in his Tour ; and, 
indeed, from the minute accuracy with which he has defenbed 
every thing on thiscoaft, elpccially the rivers (as may befeenon my 
Mai>), he IS well worthy of our credit. 

He fays, the city of Phafis wms lo vaft, that whole companies of 
merchants, with their W'arehoulcs and dwellings, were contained 
in it; all arranged along the banks of the river Phafis, on which it 
ftooel ; in ihoit, he found it a place of fo much mercantile im- 
portance, that, though already garriloned with 400 Roman loldicrs, 
he flill thought proper, for greater fccurity, to cut a double tiench 
all around it, in calc of any ludden attack from the warlike moun- 
taineers 
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taineers in the neighbourhood. (See his Pcnplos Pont, Euxin. 
page 45.) 

We fee, however, that thefc military colonifts (for commerce 
among the Romans was left entirely to Haves, the property of the 
martial nobles, or at the highcil: to their freed men,) were much 
worfe merchants than cither their predccenTors the (Jrecks, or their 
fuccelTors the Venetians and Gcnocle ; whicli is evident from tiicir 
never going beyond the old Gicck mart of Scrap.inis to pnrehafe 
their merchandizes, but being content to receive them at fecond or 
third hand in that city. 

This extraordinary indolence has very little the appearance of 
freemen trading for their own interefl:, winch commonly makes 
men both aiSli\e and quick-fighted, and. may account lor .1 curious 
circumllancc in the Roman India trjic, that greatly puzzled the 
learned Formalconi, whom I have chitHy followed in the Eiixine 
commerce : this was, that a part of the India goods brought to 
Serapaiiis, by a people whom Pliny the naturalift calls the IJfcJonce, 
were fine furs ; and furely furs from India are enough to puzzle any 
one. It may, however, be pofliblc to account for this phenomenon 
in the following manner. Naturalifts know, that the bcfl martin 
fkins we have m Ruflia come from the Caucafus ; therefore it is pro- 
bable, that the merchants who tiaded W'lth the Romans might piir- 
chalcthat handibmc fur, fo much ufed to border garments, from the 
mountaineers on their way up fiom the Caipian to Serapanis, keep- 
ing to themfelvcs the fccrct that they were to be met with fo near 
the habitations of tlic indolent colonilts, who we arc told never 
went beyond it m learch of goods at the firft hand. As to the iilc 
which the Romans made of thele furs, their empire was fo vail, and 
contained fo many climates, that the fale of them was caly ; but w c 
fee to this day the Greeks, Turks, &c. wearing furs in warm climales, 
to keep off the heat, as they afiert ; and, indeed, of late, flannel nc\t 
the Ik in has been found the belt prefervative- in the (ulti) Bri'ilh 
iflands, probably from being a bad conductor of heat. 

N N 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 


Roman Chinese Silk Trade. 

One article of Orientai [Merchandize which the Romans obtained 
through this channel, even after a great part of the India goods had 
found another, on Egypt becoming a Roman province, was filk ; 
a luxury highly prized, and aftonilhingly dear in antient times, 
till the eggs of the filk-worm were brought to Conftantinople 
in the reign of JuRinian, and the inic6l plentifully reared in 
Europe. 

This coftly article they received from a people whom they called 
Seres ; in all probability the Chinefc, as the empire of Catai, or 
China, was named Sercca at that time, and we even recognize 
that fmgular people in the jcaloufy which they Ihewed of Itrangcrs 
then as now, and by their receiving, in return for their goods, little 
clfe than the precious metals. 

Theic Ihy traders came, as we arc told, every year to a certain 
liver, and there laid down their goods on its .bank, for the foreign 
merchants to crofs over and examine them; laying down likewife 
the propofed equivalent, or price ; which the Seres looked at in 
turn w hen the others were retired ; and, if they liked the bargain, 
carried away the oft'ered barter ; if not, their own goods, and left 
the market, without having exchanged a word with the Itrangcrs, 

who. 
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who, probfibly, were fome intermediate people that thus procuicd 
filk to carry to Scrapanes. 

Another curious fait occurs in this trade ; viz, that the Seres 
always brought the filk to market in thofc da\s wrought up in IlufFs, 
either by itfelf or Avith cotton ; fo that it was the cinplovmtnt of 
the Roman ladies to unravel thei’e webs, and to work the (ilk up a 
Iccond time (mixed with woollen or linen yarn fiom ccconomy) into 
forms more (iiitablc to their taftc and falhions ; Specially into a 
fpccics of tranfparc lit gauze, then much in vogue, called Co.c''* ; 
under which (exclaims old Pliny) the Roman ladies did not blallito 
appear naked in the ftiects. We likewile learn, that it was much 
the fadiion to embroider thefe new-wrought filks with filvcr and 
gold fur the gay belles of Rome. 

Another article of merchandize which the Romans received 
through this channel, I own, puzzles me, as much as the furs did 
Formaleorii; and that wasy/rr/, which the venerable Pliny tells us 
they likewifc obtained from the Seres, or Cliincfc; at lead the 
Baclrians brought it up to Ser.ipancs at the fame time, and laid 
tliat they procuicd it from the fame people. 

This, w^c are further told, was fo much fuperior to the Occi- 
dental, and even to that made by the dexterous Chaldeans of Pontus 
(furnamed Chalybes, from their fame in working iron), that no fine 
work in that metal could be made in the Weft, wdthout a certain 
proportion of the Oriental Reel. 

Now it feems pretty evident, that the art of converting iron into 
fbeel was unknown at a time when the price was (o Iiigh as to pay 
its carriage from fuch a diftance, and ftill bring profit to the mer- 
chants who dealt in it? and I think it very probable, that the crafty 

So named from this fpcaca of pclucid garb being firll injJe in the lUaiid ot Cos , but the 
principal realon this lecond fabrication of filk fteins to liave licen the excclhve ptuc ui it m 
ihofe days j lor we are told, that e\cn the Emperor Aurclian rttufed his wife a diets ol puic lilk, 
or hut(^erua , lb that Hie was obliged to content herielt with a fu^Jerua gaib, or one ol mu* d 
lilk Veftts McliU lifts were tlirn likcwift* \vorii, or cotton gowun , probably lo called from fluir 
bang firll made m the city of Mcht. 


N N 2 


Chiiiclc, 
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Chinefc, long a polilhcd people before \vc emerged from barbarifm, 
would keep the procefs a fccrct, till the Europeans difcovered it of 
thcmfclves. 

Ikforc (putting the fnbjciSl of the Roman India trade, I flialljuft 
icniark, that we Icc, fioni the 23d Chapter of the Vltli Book of 
Pliny, that tlie liraiich of it which /lowed by tins channel, although 
by no means lo hu rativc as that by the wa) of Egypt (monopolized 
by the Cxfars, to fill their piivatc purles, and bribe the troops and 
the canaille of Rome tor tyrannual purpofes), always afforded a 
hundred percent clear profit; while he complains of its being a 
conllant dram of European Ipccie, as the Romans fent yearly to 
Serapanis a hundred millions of I'clferces. 

Tins fecnis to hare been the complaint of all ages; and it is 
equally true and carious, that, although both India and China have 
been repeatedly conquered and plundered by the Tartars, yet the 
precious metals have always found their road back again, in the way 
that Pliny and others complain of: a wonderful proof of the great 
indudry and few wants of the Orientals, partly to be attributed 
to their climate, and partly to the wifdom of their political and 
religious inff itutions. It is impoflible to clofc this article without a 
remark on the high antiquity of tins commerce. Solomon traded 
to India upwards of 700 years before Chrifl: ; and he, probably, only 
followed a tra( 5 l beaten a thoufand years before him ; a fubjciSt on 
which the Abyffinian Bruce is ecpially learned and luminous. 

I fliall now finilh with obferving, that the only nation in hiftory 
whichever drew a regular revenue from India into Europe, is theEngiifh 
fmee thcyacquiicd territorial poffeflions there. 


LETTER. 
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LETTER LXXXVIll. • 


Venetian, Genoese, andTartar India Trade in hie Euxine. 

TPhE Venetians and Genoefe during the Middle Ages carried ou 
the India trade by this channel much m the fame manner as the 
Greeks and Romans had done before them, though with more 
a6\ivity than the laft military people; the Vmctians making Con- 
ftantinoplc, and the Genoefe CafTa, their mart *or the rich inerchan- 
dife. Uere I find nothing funicicntly new, or different from tlic 
matter of my two Lid letters, to be worth rlic tunibic of communi- 
cating: fo I lhall leave the two mercantile republics to carry on 
their Oriental commerce in filence, and acquire t\ic wealth that 
rcfulted from it, more particularly to Genoa, which enjoyed it 
longeft. 

There is ftill, however, another nation, whom few would fufpe(S 
to have carried on the Indian trade during the Middle Ages ; and, 
of courfe, fome account of it is likely to intereltyou ; tins was the 
famous Golden Horde, ,fo long the mailers of Riiflia, whom i22j, 
under Bati, nephew of the Tartar conqueror Ziugis Chan, fettled 
in the Kaptchak, or country lying between the rivers Don, Volga, 
and Yaik. 

Thefe Tartars had gained much knowledge of India, and its 
Weftern trade, during their expedition into the Eaft, under their 

warlike 



278 A TOUR TIIROrcn THE TAURIDA, kc. 

warlike prince ; fo that as foon as they were fairly fettled in their new 
dominions nr.dcr the goveiiiincnt of lus nephew, and had acquired 
ponefhon of tlie Sea of Aioff, tlic Crimea, &c. the) began a trade 
to Smaiaeaiul, as they cnlicd the anticnt Maracanda (then the great 
cmpoiium for India goods, and afterwards dcftincd to he tlic capital 
of their conqueror T'amci lane, who overturned the empire oi Zingis, 
and erefted a fiew one on its rums). 

Tlierc the Golden Horde pnrehafed large quantities of lich India 
merchandize, which they conveyed by the Oxus and Caipian to the 
city ol Aftracan, then in their podefTion ; from whence tlicy lent 
part up the Volga to Cazan, which found its way from thence to 
Novogorod, and Stara Ladago on the river Wolkof, &cc. Now as 
we know that the rcpuljlic of Novogorod traded to the Ilanfcatic 
towns, and was even a member of their league, the India goods 
fent thither by the Tartars mull have been diffufed over the Noith 
of Europe by that channel. 

Another portion of the Eaftern merchandize the Tartars fent 
likcwilc up the Endcl^ as they called the Volga, or Rha of the 
Antients, as far as the place where it bends tow ard thcTanais, or 
Don, called Tan In their language : a name evidently derived from 
the antient. Thence the rich cargoes weic tranlportcd about 30 
verRs over-land from the Volga to the Don, and carried down that 
lalt river to the great Sarmatian mart Tanais^ nowAfotf', then the 
principal lettlcmcnt of the Venetians in thelc countries, who muft 
have been the more plcafcd to receive the India goods in this way 
from the Tartars, as the Genoefe, their rivals, were then in pof- 
feflTion of the antient channel fo often mentioned, from the Caipian 
to the Euxme or Black Sea, by the Cyrus and Phafis. 


E\cr>bo(ly knowi, l^hat the river Volga was the Rha of the Antients, bnt it is a curious 
th it to this day it goes by the tame name iti the langu.ige ot the Mordvincs (or Mordva as 
tltr Rullun'. call them), a people dwelling on the river CtercinUhan, m the province of Oren- 
burg. AVho would have cxjicOcd to have found the of Vtolcmy m the mouth ol a Mordvinc, 
wbofe lan^tugr is made up of the Finnifli and Ungrilh ? 

Having 
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Having now given all the information that 1 have been able to 
collect, concerning the antient Eaft India trade flowing into Europe 
by the way of the Euxine, and which I took up as it lay in my way, 
although treated by the great hiftorian Robertfon, 1 lhall now return 
to the commerce at large of the Euxine and Mxotis in antient 
times 


General Commerce. 

It appears to me, that the Greeks and Romans, as well as their 
fiiccenbrs in the Euxine colonics, found a more ftable and conftant 

f 

Thtrr was ftill a rich and poxtciful people in ihc Rnfliaii t mpirc who muft have had a largr 
/Inre in ihe Iiuha trade, eilhrr diittlly, by entrrpnfing nu rch.uits who came down to ihcCafpiair 
)( nly , or (whicli is jnort prolni»le) l>) lidne inteniudi ite i^tople who bartered the Oriental in<r- 
chandize for their Norihttn turs , potliblv the Stlivoin.ins ot Novogoiod 1 intan ilu rich aiul 
puwcitul Ptinii ins on tht \\'hitt Hea and tin Dvsina , tht greateft anti molt opnknt ot all the FinniHi 
race, thr contimt topic ot tli< Iceland Chronitle, and thecondant objid of the piratical Northrrn 
expeditions from Norwav and the Haltio in gtntral, drawn tlmlicr by the mormons ndits in gold 
and gtim of the t imous Icinplt ol llim god Yuinmala, (ihrfanu nanu whnh tliey now gi\t to tlic 
Almighty, as the Rnthans d(» the name of iluirlicred nver Uie Bog,) worlhipptd in tluir pigan 
Bate, and held as facred ns tlu G mges in India W» cannot evm conjrdtnre any other lonrif* 
than India, wlure i nation dwelling on the White bca in thob timtj* could h.rvt obtiiiind loninch 
ot the precious met ils , for, is to the (.xillence of thrir Iph ndid t( mple, it is bt tt( r alct n.niitd 
Ihm iiKjd things of that period , n i} , vet have even a book pnbhlhed in Saxon bv a Noiwigian m 
the ferviee of ihe Bntilli kmgAIfitd ifiefT'reit, who a« knowdt dgrs tint he h mb It u is one of the 
adventurers that made a piratical expedition (as we t( rm thole exploits iiow-a-dnys)* to rob ilio 
Ptimnn temple of \ unim da 1 mean Otkn of HnTgoland, at tlu txtnmity ot \ iv iy 'J'lnj* 
li ciiis to have bet n the hift cxpeduion of the kind about tin md of tlie nintii ct nimy , but tlie 
Norwegian pmues and others toiuinueil them up to the beginning of the thirtirnth century 
'Jins ctHuUry (Permia) was the Him melanJ the Ol<l Chroiiults, whtdr fpeak of kii gs of ij) it 
country and a regular govcmiumt, lo that they fcein to have btrn a ti\ dized |h oplc imy, Mr. 
Tookeadds (tliough he does not give liw authority), that they were famoiH m veiyrtmob agi , im 
their trade witli tlie Indians and f’crfians, who brought tlicir gi><>ds up lo Uum from tht (\iip) m 
by the Volga and lvain,i, as fai as an anttent town named Tkht rdyn, on the rinrKolva, ahtic 
they were received, and earned by t!ic rcrmians up the Petfdiora to tl>c Frozen (Xcan, to be bar- 
tered for fur*, With which the Iradu was clncBy earned on. 


fource 
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fourcc of commerce in the nn.tural productions of the kingdom of 
Colchis, than c\en tlic Intiativc India trade, fo often turned into 
other ch.miK'K by the conquefts of the Macedonians, Romans, 
Saracens, aiul Tartars in the Eaftern countries ; troubling the 
loiircc ot the rich current at the fountain-head^ and carrying part of 
it another way, if they could not divert the whole. 

The nioiintTiins of Caucalus fcein to have furniflicd theAntients 
with n.ival dotes, flill more ufcfal than India goods ; and Colchis, 
in paiticuhir, a])})cars to have fiipported its claim to have been 
originally an iOgvptian colony by the great (kill which its in- 
habitants (hewed in the cultivation of Jlax^ the famous weed of the 
Nile; and the ait with which they worked it up into fail-cloth, 
cordage, linen, Nc. , 

I 

'I'he cclchratcd city of Diofeurias, dcfcrvedly called Scbaflapolis 
(or the Aiiiruft C'ltj) by the tJrccks, feems to have been the great 
market to which the numerous nations of the Caucalus, including 
the Iberians, Albanians, Colchidans, &c. &e. .as eve 11 as all the 
lurrounding colomhs Ictllcd on the fliorcs of the Euxinc, reforted, 
not to mention the many barbarous hordes of Scythians, Sarmatians, 
mountaineers, &c. 

Indeed, we may form a judgment of the 
immenfe concourfe of different nations to 
Schaflapolis, when we fee that the Romans 
found it their intcreft, as faid in a former 
Lcttc'i, to keep there 120 interpreters for the facility of trade. 



*** 'I lie ( \jJcnrc ol Hertxlotus lu mi inoft det jii\t on this fiihjcc ^ ) for he tells us in hn iccoinl 
hook, I'littijit, UuU he (jni'lliontil tin luli.ihiUnts of CokbiSj while in tlveir countr), and 
fuutid that they amtinbcrcti their niiccflors much bttur tluiii the Egyptians jcmtm- 

ht red (hem After inentiotnng ihiir coutiiming to nrcumtire their rhdflrcn m tin Egyptian 
nuniur, he adds, that they .irt ilu only people who \sorX uj* flax in the Eg)pUan incihod , in 
ihort, that thiy fpcak the (amr hngiiagr, and li\e in tlic fume manner Tht iinr t ilhd the 
flax th.it they rntived from Egypt Kg)piMU iiax, and what tJk’y received fiom Coklm Su: uo//( 
flax , probably an error in the Greek text as Seraparrit flax would base exadiv indicated llu vtiy 
rity on the river Phaiis whtre tin goo<ls wire fhipptd for Greece. 


Ccrtdinlv 
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Certainly its fine port, ftiH the beft on that coaft, contributed 
much to make it a common refort of merchants, as well .is ils con- 
venient fituation at the Northern extremity of the nch kingdom of 
Colchis, wlieic the na\.il (lores would eafily defeend the mountains, 
to be loaded in the Ihips awaiting them ; fuch as timber, tai, mails, 
Ac. ; while the plains of Colchis would furnilh fail-cloth, cordage, 
Ac. and the Eliafis bring down cargoes of Indian and^Chinele goods, 
to be tianipoited thither along the coafi, in the fame vcflels that em- 
barked them at Serapancs. 

Befidc the many ai tides of mcrchandife already enumerated, it 
mufl be remcmbeied, that in the time of the Romans Cafla had not 
as yet run away with the (lave trade from this anticnt market, nor 
engrolfcdthc lale of Circaffian beauty, then ddpofed of in what may 
be called their own port, from its greater vicinity to the native 
abode of the fair Tfherkeifes (their real name), deftined m all ages 
to be an article of commerce, by chriftians as well as pagans. I 
muft own, that 1 Ihould be curious to fee whether your Bntifli 
philanthropes, who have made fuch a noife about the trade in 
negroes, would as obftinately oppol'e the importation of fair Cir- 
caiifians, if your (hips fliould refort to the Euxine for a cargo, inficad 
of the coad of Africa, and furnilh thofe fturdy moralifts with lovely 
handmaids ? 

My joke, you know, I muft always have ; and furely it is excufablc 
on taking leave of the Eaftern coaft of the Black Sea, where I have 
jjCen fo long engaged in ferious commerce. Adieu. 


O o 
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General Commerce of the Euxine and Ma.oii.';. 

In piufiimg the fubjccl of the general commerce of thefe feas, I 
fliall continue the tour of the Euxmc coaft, which 1 began at the 
Gictk colony o{ Sinope in Paphlagoma, on account of the filhery 
winch w.is tlie foundation of the whole ; and having traced it Eaft- 
ward along the fhorcs of Afia Minor to Trapezius-, and journeying 
on from thence, in my commercial relation, through the antient 
kingdoms of Ihmtus and Colchis, with the Cuban ; 1 am now 
arrived at tlic Milcfian fettlement of Phanagoria, m the antient 
kingdom of Bofphorus. Here, bofidc the large exportation of 
Ifurgcon caught, as already laid, in the Bay of Corocondamus, now 
Cubaulkoy Liman, and on the Afiatic fhorc of the Maeotis, or Sea 
of Aloff, they fciit from this liland wax and honey, with fox and 
maitin Ikins, probably received in exchange for fifli from the nations 
fettled m the Cuban. 

The next trading city that we meet with .on the Afiatic fide was 
tlie city of Tanais, or Aioff, on the river Don ; a famous Noithern 
mart, to which the Sacmatians brought flaves, Ikins, and cattle, to 
barter with the Greek# for cloth, wine, and the manufadures of 
their country, fuch as they were in tliofe days, while they w'crc 
fupplicd by the Mxotides who dwelt on both fides the Palus 

Mxotis, 
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Maeotis, or Sea of AlofF, with grain and other provifions for fimilar 
goods. 

We hear little of this fcttlemcnt in the time of the Romans, 
although It makes a great figure m the Euxinc tiade when m poi- 
feffion of the Venetians. 

I have already taken notice of the India goods that they received 
from the Golden Horde by the way of the Volga* and Don; for 
which they returned, by way of baiter, wine, oil, and olives, witli 
not only all the manufaiTures of their own countiy, but likcwii'c 
thofe of the other Rates ot Italy, which had now acejnited many ot 
the arts of the Eafl, that the Orientals had kept feeret with miicli 
care, and by that means lurniihed Europe for ages. For example : 
Venice had the addrefs, in the bcgmnmg.of the twelfth century, to 
obtain from Egypt the valuable fecret that it had fo long monopolized, 
of making coloured giafs, by which the republic now gained iinmcnlc 
fums. Some of the other Rates had in the fame manner obtained 
the Oriental fccret of dyeing filk, and had already brought their 
brocades to rival thofe of Damalcus. The art of embroidering 
them with gold and filver had likewifc got into Italy, where, indeed, 
they hefitated at nothing that might enable them to acquire the 
more lucrative and rich branches of manufadlure, as tliey in this 
cafe carried oft', by force, fomc workmen Ikillcd in the bufiiids, 
from the ifland of Eubca, now Negropont, in the Greek Archi- 
pelago. 

In Riort, Venice was enabled at the time when the Golden Horde 
were fettled In the Kajitchak, and carried on the India trade, to 
fupply the Tartars with a number of European luxuries, in ex- 
change for thole of the EaR, which they jirobably cariicd w ith them 
to Smaracand, and the other commercial cities which they fre- 
quented, after keeping what they wanted for their own confumjition, 
and the Southern provinces of Ruftia. 

Ill taking leave of th’s Venetian colony, I fliall juR mention, that 
it was dcRrojcd by Tamerlane becaufe it unfortunately Rood in his 

O o 2 way 
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way when crofllng the Don to chaftife the Golden Horde, which he 
nearly extcrniinalcd, and left them afterwards an cafy conqueft to 
Rufliia. It mult likcwifc be noticed, that at prefent the port of 
Afoff, once lo much frc([ucntcd, is become fo nearly inacceflihlc, 
fiom a hank of fand formed at its mouth, that lliips frequent the 
other poits ot the Maiotis, more elpecially Taganrog, by far the 
larged .ind bed^ 

[Thus far Mrs Gc i iirie had written on herTour to the Taurida ; 
but, having fincc made another journey for her health, and Ipent a 
Summer at the new cannon foundery of Dugan on the Donetz, near 
Taganrog, die made an excurfion to that lea port; and, of courfc, 
lomc dcici iption of it woll come with propriety into her remarks 
upon thofc countries,] 

T'lie port ol T'aganrog carries on a very, confiderablc trade with 
Condantmoplc, and the Greek Archipelago, in different articles of 
merchandife ; and is cmjiloycd in flnp-building by the Ruffian go- 
\ernmcnt,who can here purchafe veffels ready for fea much cheaper 
than it can build them in its own docks. Their exportation 
confidsof iron, tallow, cordage, preffed caviar, falt-petre. Ruffian 
leather, fail cloth, hemp, and Ruffian linen fabrics, bridles, and 
furs; buttheir principal articles arc corn and butter, in great demand 
III Coiidantinople and the Archipelago. Of the fird they make a 
gie.it profit, as it fells at Taganrog, in good feafons, at 3 roubles 
per I Old of heat, weighing 71 poods (36 pounds Englilh to a 
pood), and at Coiidantinople often as high as 25 piadres the maker 
of 5 cools ; though the freight thither is only i rouble 65 copeaks 
percoul; fo that the North fhore of the Euxine dill continues to 
be the granary of the Turks, though not from the fame ports as 
formerly. Jkittcr is a fecond article fully as lucrative as wheat, and 
was anticntly furnidied in great quantities fromCaffa, orThcodocia, 
the produce of the Nogay I'artar hordes ; but fmee the difperfion 
of that famous tribe, now dwindled down to a comparatively 
fmall number, the butter trade had been almod loll, till the cntcr- 

prifing 
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prifmg RuflTian merchants found means to procure it from Siberia 
m the annual non barks whieh bung down that metal by tlic Volga, 
fiom whence it is tianiportcd to the Don, and falls down that lall 
liver m fmall boats to the Aloff Sea, at the ti ifling additional cx- 
pcnce ot from 13 to 20 copeaks per j)ood ; lo that the total charge 
ot traniport is from *3510 i40c()pcaks, and the colt of the article 
in all yrimbks per pood, melted in barrels ; while it tells for 19 or 20 
at ConllantiiK^filc. Howcv(T, all this commerce is earned on in 
fonign bottoms, Rufliaii merchant ihips being nearly as Icaice on 
the liuxiuc and M<c*otisason the Baltic; but the toreign vcHels take 
care to be under the RuTian flag, as^ that makes a confidcrable dif- 
feience (about atliiul) m the freight that they i\rcivc; tor wdule 
the RiiflTian colours can pals on to hud a better maikct m tlieCiicek 
illand.s, it that ot Conflantinople does not lint them, the native 
flag mull not pais the Tin kith capital , and theuforc the goods 
caincd under it mult be told toi what the Conflantinople mcr* 
chants otfei. 

The balance of trade irmfl be much m their favour ; for, in 
return for all tl'c expor’s mcntioncil above, tiiougb many arc 
omitted m this balt\ o-'llme ot the bufinels, tiny only impoit loinc 
of the (iicik wines wi.h Italian and Spanith diied fruits, marma- 
lade, Icmi oiangcs Icn on juice, and rum: add to tins, lome 
filk and eottrui flu.'I's from Tuikcy, and galls tor dyeing, and}OU 
have ncail) then w liolc imports. 

The third Cctpital aitielc, as faid above, is that ot rcad)-built 
fliips, iomc jueiced lor 40 and even 50 guns, cai lying 36-poundcrs 
on their lower deck , wlueb government purcbiiles, by ctmtracT, lor 
150,000 roubles; a puce lor wdiich they cannot build in the crowm-^ 
docks. If, liowevci, they dm w more than 13} feet, the dcjith 
of the Cimmenan Boiphorus, or Straits between the Mneotis and 
Euxmc, they mufl be canied down to the lafl-mentioned fca on 
camels (fee my dclcnption of thofe conveyances in Letter II.); 
although they would find depth enough in the Alofl Sea, generally 

from 
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from 25 to 30 fathom all the way down from Taganrog to Kerch, 
a length of 350 vcilb. 

Though there feem to be no regular tides in the Euxineand 
ALeotls, more tlian in tlic Cafpian, Ibll certain winds and circnm- 
fiances confpirc occafionally to give the water a range of a fathom 
in tlie port ot 'Taganrog, four feet of rife and three of fall ; but all 
the advantages , of this place luft'er a drawback from tlie fliallow 
flraits that lead to it, as jull remarked, which oblige Ihipsof bur- 
then to take in only a certain quantity of goods here, lo as to draw 
fiom 10 to 12 feet ; and the reft of their cargo at Theodocia when 
once got laftly into the Isuxmc. As, however, large ihips, even 
with this ddadvantage, anfwcr the purpofe of the ficightcrs better 
than fmall, they arc generally for three-mafted vcfl’cls navigated by 
at leall ten ieamcn. The palTagc, wdth a fair, wind, is only about eight 
days to Coiillantinoplc ; and the freight from one to two roubles the 
kintar ((jf 232 pounds nils); and infurancc five to fix percent, (but 
in ftormy icaions from 15 to 20, as no fca is more dangerous, from 
fudclcn fqualls and Circck faiiors). In one thing the Sea of AfofF 
rcfcmbics our Fmnilh Gulph, at Icaft in its upper part, where the 
water is much ficilicned towards the mouths of the rivers; as it 
there freezes, and interrupts the navigation m Winter; nay, this 
likcwiib happens m fevere fcafons to the Cimmerian Bof|)horus, and 
ftuits the palfagc entirely between the two fcas. We lhall now clofe 
tins fubjccl by mentioning that the country round Taganrog is moft 
fertile in corn and fruits ; lo that four or five crops of wheat may 
be drawn from it, without dung, in fuccefiion ; while it yields from 
20 up to 38 tor one in fomc years; and, at all tunes, ten for one is 
rcg.irdcd as a barren leafon. While w^e w^erc there in the time of 
the annual fair, the variety of nations, garbs, and tongues, made 
it rcfemble the Tower of Babel more than a European city, and pro- 
duced a moftcuiious motley mafqucrade. 

A beautiful young lady in company, being led by curiofity too 
near the gay Ihops to examine the various Afiatic ftutis dilplaycd in 

them, 
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them, was furronndccl by a groiipe of men from the Cancafian 
niountains, who all vociferated together in their different languages 
with fo much noifc and gefliculation, that ihc was extremely 
frightened ; although w-c were ainucd, hv the Ruffian commandant 
w'ho accompanied us, that it was mere gallant admiration w Inch pro- 
duced the bultlc ; and, giving his arm to the lady, he led her out of 
the circle, leaving the Citcafliaiis.Georgi.ms, &c.&c.,to lettle among 
thcmlelvcs the dilpnte about u’/>d/ part oj iheivorhl fix' Lame from ; for 
that, It leems, was the fubjed in difcuilion, with a wager among 
them whether flic was married or finglc, what wms her age, . Ac. ; 
but, if Ihe bad awaited the decifion, it would have wearied out her 
patience indeed ; as we were told that it lallcd tor tome hours, aud 
was only ended by our dcclating to a deputation lent to us, that 
her hulband was the gentleman whom they law in a Ruffian gene- 
ral’s unitoim ; on wdnehthey touched thcgiound with their hands 
and rctiied. 

On the oppofitc (or European) fide ot the Cimmerian Boli^rus, 
the anticnt Panticapeos, now Kerch, is 
the full commercial citv that prefents it- 
felf ; which is laid to have earned on a 
great trade in antient times, although its 
own exports were chicHy fillt and ialt, 
from tome lahes in its neighbourhood ; a 
valuable article, not only for the Mwotid 
fithcry, but likcwilc for tliotc on the co.df ^ , 
of Afia Minor ; which, as 1 l.iid before, were hi t 
ftantily tupplied bv lome talt works on the iiwr 
Halys in I’aphlagonia., 

The luxt trading city in the Tauru'a, 
reckoning V\'ett from the Cimmciian Bot- 
phorus, was T'heodocia, a place of great 
commerce-even in tlic times of the Cireeks, 
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if \\c inayjudoc from llic Inr^c cxpo-rta- 
tiun ()l '^raiii m the time cif Jxeon II. 288 
tears Ix'loie MilliiKlatcs coiKjucred the 
Loiiiitry, v.licn 330 millions of i)()iinils 


(jt ulaal \scrc lent to Athens at one tunc, 
as ahead) itlateil in tiic loe'al liidory of 

the ( ii\ . 

'I lie othei cxpoits ot d'hcealoeia, .iiul 
indeed of Soudah and Cheilon, tlie other 
;ieat tiading p) ices on the bourh coall of the 
'rauiida, leein to liaee been, in all at>cs, 
hiau), u.i\, butter, ll.ives, hides, .ind tins, 
eipeeialU tlie I .nine l.imb-ikins, ever in 
lin^h elleein .iiid rceiuefl. J am to be iindci- 
llood heie .IS ipe.ik'ing of the natural pi o- 
diie'lions ot the country; foi, .iftci the hill 
ul the gie.it Cole hid emporium, Diol- 
cuiiiis, en Seh.ill.ipohs, the Circalhaiis 
1)1 ought licre tor i xpoitation their lioiles, 
tox .mil h.iic-lkins, horle le.ither, anel weniien. 

1 he (le nolle likewile, while in.illeis ot t'.ill.i, greatly .ingmentcii 
the .11 tides (i| e vport.ition, hv ti.ulmg w ith the Colelen Horde; anel 



allhough we nowhere Imil .1 det.nleel .leeount ot wh.it thele gootis 
weie, yet we may toi m a lU'ob.ible eon]cduie by recapitulating 
tlie .iilieles whieh anniher laee of 'I'ait.iis biought to Allracan, 
Aloti, .ind the 'r.iiiiula. .it a l.itci perioil, from the veiy country to 
whieh the (ioleleii lloiele ti.ieliel. 

I lie Ihiihaii.in 'I'aitiis, dm mg the Tuikilh dominion in the 
Isuxme, bioiiglit to thele pl.ices, gold anel fiber elult found m the 
rivcis ot Buch. 111.1; hipis la/uh, pearls, cotton, muflins, idles. 


*0 \I 1 ill. I. irr I 111 < 01,1, i.l tiu Mill, nl ri|iiOl i.t the kili"ilom !•( Ji..rpluiiiis, tin 1 ' inlii i|n.lijn 
<il tlir (ji ( k>, .iii'l r Uilu '[H i!ii\ < t tltc Rtnii itts 


cotton 
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cotton fluffs, nitro, fi! aninionicR, lanib-lkins rluibait), Rudia- 
iian nee, dijiimrs, IpiLCi ics, dnigs, ialli iulphui , bitumen, and 
Pcrfian (ilk, \\hiLh 1 have iiKiitioncd laR, as probably a latci aiticic ; 
for uc lliould hardh ha\c icniaincd io long without a knowicgc of 
the filk-w onn, and bcui obbgcd to bi mg the eggs fi oin Chin.* to 
ConflantnH)plc, it the inlcel had bLcn common in Perfia, with 
which the I'.aflei n C i fai s had min li iiUcicouile. All the othci 
kinds of goods may have been (lkIi as tlic Mcmyyil 'I'aitais ot the 
Cfoldcn 1 lordc dc.dt im as both brought them from the ianu t oanti \ , 
VIZ. fioin Buchaiia in general, and Smaiacand in j)ai l leiilai , one 
ot its ])rincipal cities. 

Cheilon and tlic (*ther commorcMl 
c itics on the South coafl oi the Ikun ida, 

I have already (aid, expen t^d miuh the 
fame ai tides as Ckdhi, wlien iii turn 
they i)o(Tc(Tcd tlw pi mci()<il ti .ide, and 
for a time gave then name to tlic 

their 

mcicantilc gloiy; but ITipatona, or 
Koflaf on the W'cfl, ieems principally 
to have fubfifled b\ tlic ex[)ortation of the fait ot its lakes, .md a 
couple ot anticnt mainifadurcs, the one of leather, the other ol 
Scythian carpets, dclcribcd in my Lcttcis fioin tlnit city. 

^ * a Ik Kiinh-lkjiis m( 1)1 oiK tl 111 lln 1( \l lie j 1 ( n iiihuit bi aiu h f>f < a i iK i( e w ali iIk l.ii % 
cind not i>nl> t!,e Bu< Inn ni, but idinc miIk i liunb s, l k( mu* li pi.in (o b rnlily tins ( nr < \ « n on 
tin* b K K of nil II ml \'. Ion is i 1 inib i diopjK .1 I.^ ,i flu < p ol tins ki nI i lIs 0 \i'> Dolicliimi 
ot Pillisj, It !*< iiiiiiH it lit I3 Ii u ( I ip nil Jolt oi ( uiiii liimi flint to k( ' p lip n conllniil mi 
v;i iltli |)t ( ifuu Ml ibf fim w odl j V Jill 11m ve itt r is jioiiTi I o\ (-i the in iu il r \ ny d i} , (o ' to 
in ike ii lolt indJl' f k , ,11 d, jii i u on!, to J iIk ft > i f* in 1k nil! 'Ini 'd< ( 1 ) 1 in ^I( ts, JoJj ( (I 11 ; 
I (de nibhiiK filk d un ill <-iubja'v bt'uM.Kit lln brtdi, 1 pi import ion ds 1 1 n 1 imb nnrji < oi 1 
fi/e a be ()\ isT inin ; of I’ll' s is fit i(( d in tin I iii. n. 11 nt r, to jm put* tin fun l/ui' i' i, u if 
is ( dkd. \\lii<.h leJn It Jo in.di i ]n fo) I’o'iili buiiiu ts, muft'i, Winter pddli's, Xc m ib 
Nortli of Fill ope 

* 7 ^ a In It two nud ils ln\r t k b oid; t!ie tJnre firft 1 tins of the « it) ol ( Ik r To 1 lor 11 ' , ' 1 

lln t ity of C'hn Ion is kno\i n by tin fi" nu ot I) n 1 on I bo ob . ^ c v Ik ii* I i loi 1 1 n 

t( mplc flood t lull b) it^ Jill I /n illiii^ tin riobU in ol tl ■ < .1 s . 1 . '.m 11 a . oj 1* n i i,h ^ 

Pp LLl'iivR 


penmlula, (I'liinji; tlic /cnith of 
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In pnrfiiiiig the ihbjccl of the Euxinc coiiim^erce, advancing ici^u- 
laily along the Noith coalt ol the J'Uack Sea, m the direction that 
I am following, gradually Welt tioin IMianagona, (or Taman, as it 
was lately called,) I llioukl cert.unly fay a few \vords on Killbouia 
in pairing, befoic 1 crols the Liman of the Dnieper (the Sinus 
Sagancus of the Anticnts), to reach the antient colonics on tlic 
mam laud, becaufc ln)rmalLoin includes it among them ; but in 
all my own reading 1 find no mention made of it, from the time 
when it ac(inircd its apiicllation ut the Dromos Achilleos, fioin 
the ccpielhian games cekbiMted there to the nuancs ol that 
lieio; k) th.it I have nothing more to remark upon it, than that it 
Iccms for ages to have been tbe fite of a fort, to command the 
giilph, or Liman, on whicli it Hands, and is made that ulc ol at 
prclent by the RuHians. 

In mounting the river norydhencs, or the Dnieper, we come to 

the great commercial Greek city 
named by tlic Mia nans, its found- 
ers, Olbia and Oi )iopohs, or 1 he 
IIap[)} ; to winch reforted the Scy- 
thians, and other Northern hoides, 

to 
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GO I 


to tiaclc uilh the (rrccian tolomni* 

Icttkd there as early as the time ot ,, 

Herodotus, who ieems to liavc ac- 
quiicd a llirpiifing poition of jull 
information conccrninj^ llule coun- 
tries and its inhabitants, from the citizens of 
Olhio, and tlic otlierfjueks on tlic ICumiic 
coall. We arc well airuicd, that h.c made tlic 
Tom in perfon about 460 years bcfoic Chnll 
(for he read the firll pait of his Inilory at the Olympic games in ^^3 
A. C.) ; as he cxprdsiv la)s, in his IVth lhu)k, when hegummg Ins 
(Icfciiption of the countries on the Noith (hoi cot tlu’ Isuxine, that 
he IS now going to relate 'ivhat hr unt/j his ozvn eyes ; and, in- 
deed, no one who had not been on the f|)ot conld have collected 
fucli a mafs of cuiious and authentic intoi m<ition ; it rcall) afto- 
nilhcd me on conruicring it with attention ; and 1 (hall here give a 
tew^ ijiecimens of it. 

In treating of the fiflicry in the HorMlliencs, Hciodolus deferibes 
the famous RulTian Belmgo (the Accipcnlcr 1 Iidio of l.mnxms) by 
maiks that would make it knowm to a naturalid of the iSthcentur) ; 
as he calls it “a monllrous large lilli, without dorlal fins.” 

We next leccivc the firft hint of the Ruffian hemp manufai^ory, 
which feerns to have taken origin lieie m the pailoral Rate ; foi he 
fays, “that the Scythian who dwxdt on the N. E. fide 

“ of the Boryrt henes, (the rcll of the Scythians wxrc pa(toial no- 
‘‘ madcs) culti\ ated not only corn, but likcwdlc Iicmj), from which 




i7« Tlirri' Cl) ns lliink in famous CiKim LDinunivijl cil/ of Olbmpoli?^ Of Olbio, 
1 Ilf* Happy, un the river Boiyfllicnei. 

♦ Kefi.'e the llircc Conn gtveii Iicrf*, tlicie Iwh mete jti il mb net of Buon Afti m cmu C«flet C )rpf, fx flif 
the fame .1^ 9, except ili« nirrirnf ihe or mint-tmnrr , ulmh, nfteul of the Itllcn ai .0*111 fig 9, tui 

Boz on one, anJ Mi on th« other , both un the revet C, bcfiJetlic baOc * 3 cc and qnucr. 

P ? 2 they 
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“ tlic} made clutli, tn it would pafs on tliolc ignoiant of the fa£l 
“ for Imcn made ot 

I was again lurprilcd to find, in the manner that the Scythians 
bathed themlclvcs, (for nothing feems to have efeaped this accurate 
ol)lt‘rvcr,) the firll rude (ketch of the Rufrian bath, which appears 
likewjlc to have taken oiigin in the wilds of Sejihia. 

He (a)s, “ fcliat they thicw red-hot Rones into a tub of water 
flan<ling ui a tent, and received the hot Ream on their naked 
bodies:*’ cxac:!!)' the RuRian vapour bath, with the foie dif* 
fcreiicc, that now, ^\hcn they live in towns, they perform the fame 
operation in a wooden room, inRcad of a fell tent. But what is 
Rill more furpnfing than all the rcR, is, the accurate account that 
Herodotus colleiSfed relative to the Ruffian climate, from v\hat he 
calls Hyperboreans, probably (omc of the Northern hordes come 
down the Dnieper to the market of Olbia, to which there feems to 
have rclbrted a vaR concourfeof people every Summer from diltant 
parts, to barter the natural produ£bons of their country for Grecian 
goods. 

He tells us in his IVthBook, which contains all the curious in- 
formation quoted in this work relative to thefe countries, that he 
learned from them, 

“ FirR, That they have eight months Winter, during wlilch long 
pcMod itfcldom rains; but the ground is covered with (now, and 
“ even the fca freezes. 

“ Secondly, That if water be thrown on the ground it freezes 
“ immediately, without producing mud or dirt; for nothing but 
fire can produce mud at that feafon.” 

N. B, The Greeks, his countrymen, laughed at his account of 
tlic North as a fable, particularly at the Rory of the fca freezing ; fo 
that this great man has been the fport of the ignorant in all ages. 

‘‘ 'Thirdly, That thunder, fo common in Greece in Winter, is 
“ never heard m that feafon. 


Fourthly, 
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“ Fourthly, That their Summer is rather fliort aiui wet'”. 

“ Fifthly, T hat they are exempt from cartlupi.ikcs. 

“ Sixthly, That afTes ami mules will not loc in their country, 
“ though horfes thrive very well. 

“ Lallly, That their cows have either ihort liorns, or are without 
“ them altogether.” 

Now I defy the moft able Naturalift at the end of the 1 3th cen- 
tury to define in a more mallerly manner, in ai Je^u worJi, the cli- 
mate of Riiflla''*, than is here done by the lirll; Gieek hiftorian, 
upwards of 2000 years ago. 

I lhall conclude thefe intercfting quotations with rematking, that 
if the fagacions'CJrcek delcribcd other countries ns accurately as he 
has done thofe through which 1 have traYcllcd, and made his ob- 
fcrvations upon them with equal judgement, his hifiory muft always 
become more valuable, m proportion ns we acquire an intimate 
knoss ledge of them ourfelvcs ; and 1 will take this opportunity of 
faying, that, much as we are obliged to the grammarians for the 
fhare they had in the revival of learning, yet they feem to have 
forgotten the fage advice of Apelles, when they fnccred at He- 
rodotus, Anftotle, and Pliny, on lubjeiTs out of their Ipherc of 
knowledge ; as thefe antient authors are rifing every day highcr 
in our efteem, in proportion as we make progrefs in natural 
hiftory. 

The virulent attack of Plutarch, which feems to have encouraged 
others, every body Ihould know, was merely a pcrfonal quarrel 

*77 Ilerotlotus diMcles the RuOian year into only two ffAfoim, Iiichirling Spnng mu \ AiUiimn in 
Winter , which is very judicious in the North, where the mtcrmcduiU It iftdis nre feebly markt d , 
and in that point of view eight months of* Winter and four in Simimcr ii, cx,uMly true. However, 
I fhall ftiow in loiter XCiX. that this dcftnption of ihecJiiuate wns. m all probability, applical>!c 
to the S4>rth ot Kuffia in his time, though now only to the North ot Mofeo 

*7* The Editor, who has exprrfsly written on the Ruflian Himate, at knowh dgc 9 , tint Ik fids 
faid nothing fo juft and cbaraaennic m fo finall a conipafs , and that if he had retolUdrd it the 
time the above pafTage of Herodotus, he certainly Ihould have been proud to place it nt the head 
of his Dilh rtntion pobhfhcd m the ftcond volume of the Pbilofophical Tianfadions ot the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh. 

between 
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sot 

between tlie two writers; for Plutarch acknowledges, that he thinks 
lum'vlf bound in honour to refeue the memory of his aneeftOiS 
fioni the Ccilninny of Herodotus, \^ho had faid in Ins hidory, 
“ that the Hfcc>tians and Corinthians not only betrayed the common 

caufe ot the Ciceks, by fubmitting to Xerxes, but even fgught 
“ againd them at the battle o( Flatca and, to gain hi:, caufe, 
Plutaicli employed the common expedient of all good advocates up 
to the prefent day ; viz. to invalidate tlic evidence of the father 
of hiltoi y by throwing a ftigma on his veracity in otlier things. 

1 lhall make no apology for this cfFnrion of gratitude in hivour 
of a man to whom I am lo much obliged, but go on with my com- 
mctcial lurvey, by telling )ou, that the antient city of Olbia, as faid 
in a former Letter, Rood ni the angle formed by the Ingulctz falling 
into the Dnieper, and earned on a great trade in corn, flaves, and 
illh caught in the BoryRhencs, crpccially the Bclingo juft dcfcnbeci 
by Herodotus, the larged of tlic fturgeon fjiecics, which produces 
the Ruffian caviar m larger quantities than any other ; fometimes 
as far as five poods, or iSo Englfth pounds, when the filh is at its 
gicatcft fjzc. 

As we arc not informed of the other articles exported from this 
plate bythcGictks, I lliall fupply that omifllon by mentioning 
thofe which at j^refent come down the river to Cherfon ; and, as 
they arc all the natutal produdions of the banks of the Boryfthenes, 
oi ol the river itielf, it is more than probable, that they are dill the 
lame goods which antiently came to Olbia by the fame channel. 
Indcetl, Herodotus enumerates the mod of them as the productions 
of the country in his time. They arc, grain, hemp and its oil, 
fiix, tallow, butter, wool, wax, honey, w»od, pitch, tar, lea- 
ther, preded caviar (dungeon roc), hog’s bridles, peltry ; with 
three other articles which I fhall place by thcmfclves, as probably 
more modern ; viz. iron, copper, and tobacco ; the lad certainly 
not cultivated then ; and I have my doubts whether the two metals 
were difcovercd in the North at fo early a period. 


Aimed 
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Almoft oppofitc toOlbici Rood the city of Sardenisof Strabo, oa 
the Bog, or theAxiacus of the Auticnts ; but rcIpcLTing its com- 
merce we have no information. 

The city of OchakofF, the OdeRiis of tlic Autients, and Odn of 
the Turks (whicli looms a contraftion of the lame name), appears 
to have been a place of commerce; and its good pot t makes the iiflci- 
tion very piobabic. We arc hkewifc told the famr of the city of 
Axia, on the neighbouring rivei Berezen,tlie Sagans of the Anticnts; 
but what their trade confiRcd In, 1 know not. 

In puiTuing this intcrcRmg inquiry, we miiR now ad\auccto 
the DnlcRcr ; where there Hood anocl'icr great commcuial cit) 
called after the anticnt name of the nvci. It Iceins to have 

been originally built by the Greeks at the mouth of the nvci ; aU 
though we learn liom Strabo, that in the time of the Romans, when 
it \vas bexome a famous maikct, the city \^ as liarilporled to the 
iRand Tyras Getes, 15 miles higher up, and that the river wavS 
navigable lo far. Strabo and Pliny fpcak of two more cities on the 
banks of the Tyras, nearly oj)porite to one anollicr ; vii. Niconia 
and Ofiufa, both places of trade ; but with regard to llic mcrclun- 
difc that they exported, only two articles arc mentioned, coin and 
Raves, which feem to have been the Raplc commodities of this 
coaft ; althougli there can be little doubt that the produdions of the 
countiics watered by tlic Dnicjicr found tlieir way chnvn to the 
Greek markets, m exchange for foreign goods, which mcnluuc 
ever defircd in all ages, even to the lavages dilco\crcd l^y lat(> 
circumnavigators. 

Before quitting the North coaft of the Kuxmc, whcic we find tlie 
Rave trade cxifting at*fo early a period (tlie great tojr.c of dilpute in 
our own times), it may be worth while to olilvrvc, that Stral)o, like 
feme of our modern philofopiic, s, alTorts that it was introduced by 
the more poldhcd nations; and is particularly fevere on tlic 
for having corrupted the fimple manners of the Abicn* or inilk- 

eating. 
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eating, Sc)thi.ins, as l e calls them, given them artificial wants, and 
taught them the tuifilc in flaves to l<itisfy them : cxaftly the accu- 
lation brought at the end <T the i8th century againft the poliflied 
nations ot Isurope, [larticul.irly tl)c Rnglifli, This, however, is 
inoic plaiifiblc than line ; tor, although the Scythians may have had 
no market for their (laves before the Greeks fuiniihcd one, yet we 
know, fi(;m llctodutus, that all the men of confcqucncc, of pafloral 
piopcrty among them, were ierved by flaves long before the arrival 
ot ilic (necks in the Euxinc ; nay, the well-known ftory of the 
manner in wdiu h thcSc) thians vampiidtcd their (laves, who had feized 
on tliclr wues and flocks, during a long expedition into Afia, con- 
firms the fadl ; vi/ hy <ittacking them with their wdiips, the com- 
mon mftrument of their ,corrc6tion, which quickly reminded them 
of their lervile condition, and brought them to a fenfe of their duty 
to tlicir niadcrs ; while loinc antient authors ffill go farther, and 
adcit, that thole (laves deffincd for the domeltic drudger) ot milking 
the Sc)thian cattle, w^re deprived of fight, to make them more 
attentive to tiiat duty, and give up all thoughts of cfctipe ; lb that 
thofc (nrely could not be intended for the Grecian market. 

On the other hand, it is certain, that the Greeks, Romans, and 
all the poldhcd nations of antiquity, w'crc ferved by flaves, whom 
they nfed harlhly enough, w^hile they thtmfelves made the blclTing 
of liberty their common theme Nay, fuch has been the incon- 
fillent condnbt of men in all ages, that we have feen in our owm 
times thole who talked loudcll of liberty, and the rights of the 


' 'J \Vc nre tnlil bv riuf srcli* iii In', I iH of C.ao the Cenh'r, tint this fnmous republican 
ret onmu niU a to h 11 old llrveN pifl the ige ot labour, and not*lo feed ufrlefs people, and cn- 
chiUouicd to kcepupttunal ill blootl among thole unhappy men who I»ad the misfortune to 
belong to hiinii H, hit, it fru iidllup re igned among them, they Ihould plot ag.unll thetr tyrannic 
iiiadet, who bf aL tln.m h.\erLly when his company were gone, if any thing was wrong at 
table. 


human 
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human fpccics while opprcflcd thcmfcivcs, become the moft tcinhle 
opprcdors in turn, when they acquired the pow cr of makint:; their 
countrymen free, and redh/ing their favourite form ot govern- 
ment. 


LETTER XCI. 


!■* ROM the North 1 muft now draw your attention to theWdt 
coaft of the Black Sea ; that is to fay, from the Danube down to the 
antientByzantuiin, or Conllantinopic 

The Greek colonics founded on this Ihorc I have already enume- 
rated in my former furvey of it, when fpeaking of their original lettlc- 
ment there; and, as to the particular commerce that they carried 
on, no detail is to be found in the authors whom I have confulted, 
although 1 (hould he inclined to think that the articles of antient 
barter could not be very ddferent from thofe Ibll brought down the 
rivers to the few ports now carrying on feme trade under Turkifli 
oppredion ; fuch as KiltaNova, near the antient Tome ; and 
afecendcity in the Euxine which bore the name of OdelTus m 
antiquity. Thefetwo places export coin, wme, wool, leather, dried 
fruits, &c. all the produ(5lions of the country m every age. 

For the Medals belonging (o tliefc trading ciiif'i, (lOin tlu Daiuibc dir,\n to R; 7 uiliuiii, fee 
Letter LXXVII. where mention is made ot them and tkticbeH ol llit Coms 

Being 
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Being now arrived at the antient Byzantium, built about 722 
years bvfore Cluift, and (o often mentioned m this Tour by its later 
name of Condantinople, I Iball only remark on its commerce, that 
it often ferved as an cinporuim for the Buxine and Mxotid goods, 
particularly thofc hoin the Eaft Indies; and as a general market, 
where the colonifls at large could always purchalc luth as they had 
occafion for mt return, >\hen their ihips were not dedined lor a 


longer vovagc. 

l''ioin tins .inticnt c.ipital of the Roman Cxlars, I Ihall now pafs 
over tho Thracian Holphorus, to take a \ icw ol the commerce of 
the numerous colonics on the coalt of Afia Minor ; as, m beginning 
the luhjeet there, I only talked of the Greek filhcry from Sinope to 
Trapezius as the loundation of their trade. 

I fhall commence with the Greek fettlcmcnts on the coalt of 
Bithynia, at the mouths of the rivers Pfyhs, Caine, and Sangaris, 
which never feem to have greatly profpeied, fiom being kept in 
conftant alarms by the warlike Bithynians, their ntighbouis, as well 
as by the Meyfians ; fo that their commerce makes no great figure 

in the books which I have cnnfultcd. How- 
ever, this was not tlic calc with I Jcraclca, laid 
to have been founded by Hercules, whom 
the poets dele ribe as chugging Cci herns out 
of Hell through an opening in the promon- 
tory Acherulia, on which the city ftands. 

That powerful colony profpered in a moft 
extiaordinary manner, probably from the 




fupei ior fecurity of 
Its fituation ; and 
augmented its po- 
pulation loquickly, 
as to be enabled, 
as we have already 
(hewn, to make a 


new 
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new fettlcmcat in the Ucraclca Cherfonefus of the Tanrida, and 
attempt another on the W-eft coalt of the Euxinc, w lueh only a 
want of a proper Ipot made abortive, alter a mclanLlioIy cxptri- 
iTient to effeft it. 

This city was aftcrwauls the rcfidencc of David Chnninctuis, while 
his brotlicr, one of the three Greek emperors, w hole divihon gave 
the cm])irc to the Turks, made Trapezius, or Trcbihvid, hiscajiital , 
and it is Hill a place of Ibmc note under its modci n 'rurkiHi name 
of derived mod evidently from its ant'ent ; or ratlicr, as I 

have remarked before, the name of this and many other of tlie 
Greek cities on tlie Euxinc, arc preferved by the Tuiks, and only- 
pronounced in their way. 

lint the moft fplcndid lettlcmcnt on this coart: was tlie flounnimg 
colony of Sinoj)c, now which 
beaded of being founded by a companion 
of Jalon during the Argonautic expe- 
dition. 

The projc<5hng cape of Carambls, oppofitc the Criu Motopon, or 
Ram'-heacl, of the dkiurida, divided this fcttlcmcnt into two parts. 
On the Wed fide of it dood four cities, Egialurn, Ciomna, Cytoriis, 
now Kudrofs, and Sefamus ; but the fird three wtic thrown into 
one large city by the wife ot Denis, tyrant or prince of Hcraclca, 
^\ho gave It her own name Amadns, now called Amalrcch b} the 



'»* ] ln\c '\]Tr-i\) in I OterT \XXV ^c^(‘ral auiononialiL of ihr v.,cit Kux«nr o'v 

of bmo)>r, the bnlh-platcol the hno Mubridatrs Luputor. nndmotli<iol iIk* otlu r Ihivinr 
* 1 r.iprrm, and Ccrafus, tjir native country of the rlarry 1 In » cwin is hWw ifo gum hi‘- 

cnifcit uters to the t thnluiis or.gin of Sinope by the Uiokurus or Tiiha ind Pollnx, duntig iIk 
A ri^onaula, cxpcdilKii to Cohh.s, Accordingly, on the rovciio find i rornn-copia plus d Iv- 
ilu caps of ilielc two d<mi-god heroes lurmoun led each b; a Ihr, -r. th^) were aftciwarU 
placed among the confti llations. 
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Turks, according to their 
piomincidtion of its antient 
Creek name. On the Eaft 
fide of the lame promontory 
this colony had their capital 
Sinope, afterwards the birth- 
place and tomb of the gieat Mithridatcs, 
moll conveniently fituated, both for 
trade and dominion, in -the neck or 
illhmus of a peninlula, which gives it 
the uncommon advantage of a port on 
each fide. They had likew ife on the lame 
'> fide the fmaller cities of Cinolis, novv 
Kinoli, with Anticinolis, Murololon, and 
'Armenes. 

The commerce of all the colonies mentioned above, befidc the 
produce of their filhcrics, feems to have confided in exporting wood 
'for Ihip-building ; with box-wood, in great demand in Europe be- 
fore the introduaion of foreign ebony ; olives, and their oils; fait 
from the river Hayles, probably to the more dillant filheries on the 
fame coaft ; and, laftly, fine wool, with the famous Angora goat 
hair ; fo precious in all ages, as to be fufpeaed by fomc to be the 
real golden fleece of which the Greeks went in fearch. 

The great fair of thefe colonies, particularly of the fettlements 
dependent on Sinope, was held in the antient city of Cytorus, now 
KuJrofi, which the Greeks, in their ufual fabulous ftylc, pretended 
to have been founded by Cytorus, fon of Phrixus, during the 

'the medal, Kig. 7, bearing the name of Amcflris on the obterfe, and that of Sebafte, or the 
Aiigull. on the rucrfc, is the only com which Ihewi iliat this city ever bore that proud title. 

• ’ riiis ivKiLd i)t Lrouiiia fecnis to confirm what fome think is the meaning of Strabo, that 
tins city, as well as Seljiniis Cytorum and Tium, only fumilhed Amelins a part of its inliabitanti, 
but tt IS not iiRoriioriitevl mio the new tily ot the Hcraclcaii Princefs, afterwards the rclidence of 
the kings of P«t|)hldgonia. 




Argonautic 
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A rgonautic expedition ; and it is certain, at lead, that they named 
it after him, by way of giving it a precedency on the icoie of an- 
tiquity, like fcveral other cities on this coart. 

We next come to the colony 
of Amifus, one of the moft 
happy and permanent of the 
A\hole; as it chiefly fubfifted 
by agriculture and the i earing 
of cattle, in the rich lands on 
the Thermodon the mort folid 
and ftable of all revenues, as 
not being aflcifled by many cir- 
cqmftanccs which have an influ- 
ence on commerce. We accordingly ndt only find it a place of 
confcqucncc in the days o*f Strabo, but fo rich and flouriiliing, by 
the patronage and lucceflive cmbellifliments of the Athenians, 
Mithiidatcs, Eupator, and the princes of Cappadocia, that it drew 
the attention and tempted the avidity of the Roman general 
Luculliis, fo famous in the records of elegance and luxury, who took 
and plundered it, although it was afterwards reftored to the rank 
of a Irce city by Auguftus. 

The laft time that we read of Amifus in claflic authors, is, when 
Pompey joined ittoanothei Eupatona, w'hich had received its name 
from the cognomen of Mithridates, who gave the two cities, thus 
united, his own, in that of Pompeiopolis. 

Next comes the city of Amafia, now 
Amafich, on the river Iris, the anticnt 
capital of Pontus, and birth-place of the 
famous geographer Strabo. It was the 

The owl on the rf\crfe of this medal of Aralfna eonfirms that the Athenians fctil a colon;# 
tlilthcr, as rrpoitcd by Strabo, though ouglnally founded by the Milcfians. 

The river Thermodon was famous in antiquity lor watering tlic hinds of the Am.iZfjjH , as a 
part^ ol that female coniruuinty arc faid to have on its banks, bclorc the fclilcnicnt of l!ic 

colony of Arailus. * , 

rcfidencc 
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refidcncc of the kings of Cappadocia in antient times ; and in 
modern, of the cldcft fou of the Grand Seignior till called to 
the throne. 

Amafia traded to great advantage at all times with the produce 
of its lands, and was celebrated for its fine fruit, which it likcwifc 
exported to a great amount, and docs lo dill. 


LETTER XCII. 



We now come toTra- 
^ jKziiis, known to the 
Turks by its middle-age 
name of Trebifond ; a 
colony that will yield to 
none founded by the Greeks. Xenojihon tells us, that when he 
flopped here in his celebrated retreat with the ten thoufand, both 
Trapezius and Ccrafus, now Kerefoun, (from which Lucullus after- 
wards imported the cherry into Europe,) paid tribute to Sinope, 
and, of courfc, was under its protection. This was a place of great 
trade in all ages, although it began, like many other of the Greek 
fcttlcments, by exporting filh; for it foon found means to add iron, 
and even the precious metals, which they obtained from their neigh- 

This i.s one of the three Imperial medals gi\Tn in this Tour : all the others were llnick 
while the cities were free. 


hours 
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hours the Chaldeans, then the moft expert miners and workers in 
iron of the Weft ; nay, thofe of them who dwelt neareft to the fea- 
coaft had even obtained the name of Chalybde from their dexterity 
in this laft art. 

The port of Trapezius was repaired by Adrian, and the city by 
Juitinian, as is dill to be feen by an infcrij)tion over one of its j^ates ; 
although the fa6l hasefcaped the notice of the liiftorjan Jullin, wlio 
is, in general, fo cxaiSl in recording every thing done by his imperial 
maftcr which could redound to bis honour. Touring ilic middle 
ages, the Venetians, and their fuccelfors the CJtnoefc, had molt 
flourilhing colonies here, from uhich thicy carried on agrc.it trade ; 
and the laft of the two republics even built a new harl.our to the 
fine city, although their tyrannic nfurpij g conduft in the i'anrida 
at laft armed the other colonics of Alia Minor againll them, and loft 
them Trebifond as it was then called. 

As to its extended commerce, we know that it not only cut a 
great figure in remote antiquity, but likcwiie during the whole 
middle ages, and was for a time the emporium of the Eaft India 
trade, and long the common dcpofitary of the Chriftians in the 
neighbouring countries, who brought their merchandize to be fold 
and exported from this place; cfpccially the Armenians, once a 
moft enterpriling and commercial people, who had almoft the 
whole Perfian trade in their hands for a great length of time, and 
ftill retain a good patt of it. 

* Laftly, it became the feat of one of the three fuh-divifions of the 
Eaftcrn Roman empire, where the family of the Comneni reigned 
from 1204 till 1461, when they were Involved in the general ruin 
brought on all the prptenders to the throne of theCiefars, by their 
foolilh difputcs, which delivered them into the hands of Mahomet 
the great; weak and impotent from their divifions, like the princes 
of Ruftia when conquered by the Tartars ; while both empires 
would have rcfiftcd the attacks of the barbarians, had each been 
under a fingle feeptre, and not already tottering on the brink of 

deftruiftion 



A TOUR THROUGH THE TAURIDA, Ac. 


'JOI 


(lcflru6lion by bloody civil wars, which rendered them an eafy prey 
to the fjrft invader. 

On takiiij^ leave of this important place, I lhall jufl: remark, that 
the celebrated iiotanlfl Tour.ietorf collected here, and in his travels 
through Alia Minor, in learch ot plants, fome fine medals comme- 
morating the i'plcndonr ot'this city, under its antient name of Tra- 
pe/.ins, and its more recent appellation of 'I’rtbilond. 

'J’herc were *llill fomc diltinguilhed cities on each fide of 
Trapc/,ins, which dderve to be mentioned before I quit this 
coall and the fnbjcct of the Euxinc commerce: luch as Boona 
and Jafoninm, which Hill preferve their antient names; Pole- 
nioninm (now Vadila), fo called after its fovereign Polcmon, 



placed on the throne of Pontus by iMarc Anthony ; Caralla 

( now' Kierali ) ; Tripoljs 
( now Tireboli ) ; Zephe- 
rium (now Zafra), Ac all 
to the Kalt of Trcbilond ; 
w hile to the Weft of it wp 
find Rhilx'um (now Rizeh) ; 
Athenx (now Athcnah^, a city whofe name has puzzled fomc gco- 
gra|)heis, under the idea of its being in fome w'ay connedlcd with 
that of Athens, which they cannot account for ; but, in mv ('pinlon, 
they need not go Jo far for an explanation, -as it may have been 
named after /Ethes, king of C'olchis, and father of Medea; al- 
though certainly the great commercial republic traded to th.c 



*’*' An Iinpril.il in< d.il ot 'I'l.tj.ni, ninukin tin' ('oitilifd tity uf 'I’riptilis in rttntn* . 

An Iniiitiinl nuil.il ol C'< i\.inodns, dintk in the city ol Aiu.ifia; dlur its f\ibjc6tion to the 
UtHnans. 

Euxinc ; 
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Euxine ; and furely tlic Athenians, who iKuutii.ed llio city of 
Amiliis on this coad, may have built iXthcn.v. 

Being now arrived at the kingdom ol- Colcliis, on vvliofe trade wo 
have already treated, I have finilhcd the commercial circuit ot the 
Buxine propoled in taking up the lii!.;cei;, and thrown all the light 
upon it that was in my feeble power, (irubabJy hi a dilierent manner 
from profellional gentlemen who compofe worI:s (tn commerce, (mt 
Hill in Inch a form as belt fuited tlic plan anil purpoie of mv 'I'our. 
Of the part of the circuit of its coalls which I did not eaamiiie in 
perlbn, 1 have merely given the antient gcogra[)hy, as 1 only treat 
of its antient Hate, while it belt explains, in my opinion, the 
modern names of places, merely corruptions of the antiuit in the 
mouths of barbari.ins who cannot proijmincc them better; this is 
Hrietl) the cafe on the c.oalt of Alia Minor in particular, wliere the 
'Turks leein to have been contented with the polTellion of the antient 
Greek and Roman cities, w ithout naming them anew' in their own 
jargon, like the Tauric 'Tartars, Bulgarians, Ac. 

The RuHlans have taken the wife mcafure of refloring the antient 
Greek names of the cities lately come under their lcei)trc''% after 
having been for ages difguifed under Ko/.ar and Mongul names, 
which have given much trouble to the geograjihcr who wilhed to 
identify them. 


Su( li an inl'Titlon 's', rurtainly i.lt til in llir ; tint Iu\t iun n iiMilc , f» it it hy uo 

nt< atis lulKtw^, that the t Xfi. tumn iln plan n ctjual to tin' iiiiciili(/:i , m tli( (nntMi\, it p 

to nif, ill ft Pi UK (• Pole n ,kin li.nl no oik uith lum < 11 atapnin!' il iilitho intit u! ii,ii <1 il,,* 

country} and, acuortlingly, no ojih, innl ilm-c luics nltoud ti ih n i d aiiii.d \ /. 

J aipaloiia, "riirodocia, and Phan. iLOiii.i. My Mm-. ho'.\(\n. u .!! it.. ’nlli 'h. nil, if iln tionii' 
iiKJit chool'c tu lulluw lip ilif ii^taol urtuiing all. 
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LETTER XCIII. 


Reasons for supposing the River Boo to have been the Axiacus 

OF THE AntIKNTS. 

As my fuppofitlon, that* the river Bog was the Axiacus of the 
Antlents (inrtcad of the Hypanis, as has Seen generally believed), 
makes a mod efTcntial change in the anfient geography of the 
countries ceded to Ruflia at the peace of Jaffy, and indeed in the 
whole tra(5l between the Dniefter and Dnieper, it is incumbent on 
me to date my reafons for this conclufion. 

Fil'd, it mud be evident to all who have paid attention to the 
fubjcid, that fuppofing the Bog to be the Hypanis throws into 
confufion the whole antient geography of the countries above in- 
dicated, and renders all the claffic authors unintelligible, by dif- 
placing the nations they fpeak of, and by changing the dimenfions 
and coiirfo of fomc rivers ; as mud certainly be the cafe, when you 
are oldigcd to take one for another, by midaking the name of a 
leading river that determines the pohtion and appellations of many ; 
but, t' make this truth more evident, I lhall briefly date what antient 
gcograp'ners fay of the country in quedion. 

Fird, Pomponius Mela obferves, that the Hypanis limits the 
country of the Callipeda:, and that the neighbouring river, the 
Axiucuiy runs between the Callipcd.c and the Axiacre, who are 
feparated from the Idrians by the Tyras, or Dnieder ; — a pafliigc 

which 
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which evidently points out the Bog to be the Axiacus, and the Ingu- 
Ictz the Hypanis. 

Secondly, Pliny fays, that thcTyras is 1300 paces diftant from the 
Pfeudoftomus, or fourth mouth of the liter, or Danube ; then you 
come to the nation of the Axiacac, who take their name ^rom the 
river Axiacus, on which they dwell, and beyond which live the 
Ch) robyzi. 

Thirdly, In the map publiflied by Ortcllius to illuftratc the geo- 
graphy of this country by Ptolemy (the firft of the Antients who 
applied aftronomy to geography, and determined the polition of 
places by their latitude and longitude), thcTyras is placed firlt, then 
the Axiacus, then the Chyrobyzes, and then the Boryllhcncs, cxadly 
as I have laid them down on the Map giAjen with this Tour. 

Fourthly, Strabo tells-us, in Jhs VHth Book, that the famous city 
of Olbio Rood at the dilhmee of 200 Hades from the mouth of the 
Boryllhcncs ; and in the Pcripl. Anonym. Olbio is placed at the 
fame dillance from the fca, cxacTly on the fpot where the Hypanis 
falls into the Boryflhcncs. Now if we fuppofc the Bog to have 
been the Hypanis, the two lull palfagcs arc unintelligible ; for that 
river falls into the Dnieper, or Boryllhcncs, very near its mouth, 
inllcad of at 200 fiadcs, or 23 miles, diflancc fiom the Black Sea, as 
all the Antients alTcrt ; and conleciucntly the pofition of Olbio is 
Hill unafeertained. 

But let us fuppofc, for a moment, the Bog to be tlie Hypanis, and 
where are we to find the ^Ixtartts, which, all the Antients agree, ran 
between the Tyras and Hypanis ? as there is nothing but rivulets in 
the fpace thus pointed out (if we except the Bog) ; while Ptolemy 
tells us, that the Axiacus was a large river, running through Sar- 
matia, a little above Dacia ; and feparating the Axiacx* from the Cal- 
lipcdae, according to Pomponius Mela ; as clear a defeription of the 
Bog as it is polliblc to give, while it will by no means agree wuth any 
of the rivulets in the limited dillriel ; and Monficur dc 1 cylfi^ncl adds 
to the above rcalbns for regarding the Bog as the Axiacus, that the 

R R z Turk* 
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Turks have adlually prcferved its antient clafTic name in their modem 
appellation Akfon, pronounced in their manner; a merit which-I 
have lately dcinonllratcd that they polTefs in a degree fuperior to any 
other people that I know. 

I fliall now fmilh this fubjccT, hy remarking that whereas calling 
the Bog the Ilypanis throws into confufion the antient geography 
of the countr}*that 1 have been ipcaking of, the finglc alteration 
(which I adojjtcd from Mr. tic Fey frond’s Survey of the Diftrid) of 
fcttiiig down that river as the Axiacus folves all difficulties, and all 
falls into its natural order, as dclcribcd by the Roman geographers, 
who had colonics there, and of com ic were well acquainted with the 
fpot ; for, now, the Axiacus becomes the large river that Ptolemy 
deferibes it, flowing throu^li Sarmatia, while it feparates, as Mela 
faid, the Calli[)cda:, who dwelt to the North of it, from the Axiacx', 
who lived on its South bank. Now likewife the Inguletz, which 
falls into tlie Boryfthcncs exadtly at 200 ftatks, or 25 miles, from its 
mouth, becomes the Ilypanis, and points out the pofitionof Olbio 
jull where its ruins were feen by general I lanibal (as faid in a former 
Letter,) wliilc ho was governor of the Ruffian Cherfon, about ten 
miles lower down the river. l.alVly, the Hypanis, now fixed in its 
proper polition, inclofcs the Callipcd.e between it and the Axiacus, 
according to I’omponius Mela, while it feparates that nation from the 
Boryflhenita', as it ought to do, according to the antient geographers. 

But this fingle alteration that I have adopted equally fettles the 
pofition of all the rivulets to the Eaft, between the Bog (or Axiacus) 
and the Duiefter (or T) ras), conformable to antient geography ; 
for, now, the Giilph or Liman of Berezan becomes the Sinus Saga- 
rieiis, cxadly where we arc told to look for it ; the rivulet Berezan 
becomes the Sagaris ; and its other branch, Safik Berezan, the 
Rhodiisof antiq\iity ; while the rivulet Delighcul becomes the 
and the Atchily the Bcnlus of Ovid. 
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LETTER XCIV. 


Tauric Ruins, Monuments, Greek Inscriptions, &c. 

The two Memoirs formerly mentione’d, as having been fo 
obligingly fent to me by the Imperial Academy of Sciences, one 
in the Ruffian, the other in the German language, will furnilh two 
or three more Letters (for I continue the epiftolary form) to finifh 
this Tour, and illuftrate a very interefting part of it ; as they con- 
tain much information relative to the remains of antiquity ftill 
exifting in the antient kingdom of Bofphorus, more particularly on 
the (hores of the Straits which join the Black and Afoff Seas, known 
to the Antients by the name of the Cimmerian Bofphorus ; but ftill 
more abundant on the Afiatic than the European fide, efpccially in 
the idand of Taman, tlie Phanagoriaof the Antients. 

Mr. Marlhal Bibcrftein, the author of thefe Memoirs, chiefly de- 
votes that which he has written in the German language to Strabo’s 
Geography of the Bofphorus ; but, as 1 had already cited every 
thing that I thought •neceflary to illuftrate our fair Traveller’s 
modern defeription of that kingdom I (hall not tranflate that part 

The Editor did not receive the two Memoin of l!ie Academy, till after he had finiihrd tlie 
Lady’s Tour to the Taurida and Bofphorus, and was employed on- the Appendix j but, »u Strabo 
had beea always coniullcd, there was the iefs to regret. 
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of his paper, nor fatigue the reader with unnecefl’ary repetitions, 
but confiiK- mviclf to uhat he fays of the antiquities of the country ; 
a fpecics of information the more dcfirablc, as it lay out of the 
Lady’s province to colIc6f it”'; and we have not a line on the fuhjc£t 
fince the da)s of the Roman authors fo often quoted in this work, 
who were themfelvcs in fearch of the ruins of the more antient 
Greek cities and monument:;, as we are now of thofe deferibed 
by them. 

It is ncceflary however to remark, that the fculptured monuments 
of the Taurida are by no means in a good Rate of confervation ; 
the Greek inferiptions, which were originally meant to explain them 
arc fo much effaced, as rather to add to the labour of the antiquary 
than to diminilh it; fo that all is guefs-work here, and offers a wide 
field for opinion. • 

Mr. dc Biberlfein has not been backward in hazarding a few 
conjectures ; and, as detached fragments are lawful game, I have 
likewife occafionally amufed myfelf in the fame manner, and freely 
leave to every reader the fame privilege. 

Another elfcntial piece of information is, that very few of thefc 
j>rccious remains of anti(iuity are to be found in their original 
fituations ; for, from the want of building materials in the illand 
of Phanagoria, together with the ignorance of the different hordes 
of barbarians who have for many ages occupied thefc countries, the 
fame hewn Hones cut by the Greeks for their public edifices, have 
been fuccefli rely employed, probably fevcral times over, in every 
building fince, whether Saracen, Gothic, or Tartar ; nay, fomc 
of them aiv once more beginning to make a figure, poffibly for the 
fourth or fiftii time, in the barracks conftruCling by our Ruffian 
foldiers in the iflaiid of Phanagoria. 

It is thus that w^e mufl account for the ffrange ftraggling fituations 
in which the Correipondent of the Imperial Academy found the dif- 
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fercnt monuments, &c. which he deferihes. In one place, for 
example, he difeovered feme remains of Grecian columns, with 
their capitals, built into a Tartar tower; fomc fcu!pturcd (loucs 
and Greek inferiptions in another ; an antient balTo relievo in the 
wall of the commandant’s court-yard ; a fecond peeping out of a 
gothic church wall ; a third antient monument employed as a 
threfliold to the Ruffian barracks ; and in this manner arc difperfed, 
and appropriated to different ufes, all the 1'auric antiquities men- 
tioned in his Memoirs ; while the remaining part of the ruined 
Greek edifices form a number of little hillocks, compol'ed of the 
I'maller ftones and mortar, converted by time into Ihape’cfs heaps, 
after the larger hewn ftones (highly valuable to untkilful barbarians, 
probably neither furniniccl with tools nor (kill to cur out new ones) 
had been carried away for the purpofes* in which we now find 
the^n employed. 

I have little doubt that a number of curiofities might be difeovered 
by digging into' thefe heaps of rubbifb, from my knowledge of the 
indolence of the Scythian or Tartar race, who probably never took 
the trouble to go deeper than the furface, in dilapidating thefe antient 
buildings of their falhioncd mafonry ; nor would they undergo the 
labour for all the antiques in the world. 

I fliall now finilhthis little introdinftion to the Tauric monuments 
with fome mention of another fpccics of conic hills (for thefe heaps 
tjf rubbiftt affumc a conic form) very common on the Ihorcs of the 
Bofphorus, cfpecially in the ifland of Taman, or Phaiiagoria, which 
feem to have been antient burying places ; as they arc found to con- 
tain antique urns when dug into by the curious. 

I muft own, that, on reading the defeription of thofc conic 
hillocks, I was ftruck with their refcmblancc, both in figure and 
•contents, to the tumuli in the plain of Troy, as mentioned by the 
Abb^ Chevalier in his interefting Paper publifhed in the I lid Volume 
of the Philofophical Tranfa6lions of the Royal Society of Edin- 

S s burgh ; 
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burgh ; and, as we know that this early mode of interment was 
difufed before the zenith of Grecian glory and polilh, it was moft 
probably introduced by the firft Tauric colonifts, the Milefians, 
which gives a very high antiquity to thefe primitive earthen 
monuoients. 

I am much inclined to think, that the conic was the firft 
fepiilchral fornq everywhere ; for we find the wilds of Scythia 
ftudded with fuch earthen tumuli as the Abb6 and Mr. Biberftein 
deferibe, with the foie difference of their containing afhes without ' 
urns ; and the Weft of Europe feems equally to have abounded- 
with them in antient times, compofed in general of fi>)nes inftead 
of earth, probably from being ready at hand, which is by no means 
the cafe in the Scythian deferts. 

The places in Phanagofria that are pointed out in the Academic 
Memoir as being furniftied with the urn tumuli, are, firft,* in 
the neighbourhood of the antient capital or city of Phanagoria ; 
fecondly, near where the Lake (Liman) Kifeltaftikoy falls into the 
Lake Cuban, antiently Corocondametis ; thirdly, in the neighbour* 
hood of the City Temruk ; and, laftly, feveral are faid to ftand on 
the Afiatic Ihore of the Cimmerian Bofphorus. 


LETTER 



LETTER XCV. 


As I purpofe dividing the Tauric monuments into two periods, 
according to what I think their comparative antiquity, 1 (hall 
firft mention three that appear to be at lead as old as the time 
of the Roman dominion in the Taurida, as the Roman Emperor is 
mentioned. 


First Monument. 

BAIIAETONTOI HAPPISAAOr 
TOT inAPTAKOT AEOXTPATOS 
TEPTOT AAEAOOT .... TOZ 
OU PI 

The tranflation of this fragment by Mr. Bibcrftein is : 

During the reign of Parifades, fon of Spartacus, fon of Lco- 
** ftratus .... by his brother ” 

I fliall only remark on this firft monument and its tranflation, 
that it is difBcuIt to conceive who this king Parifades, /on of Spar- 
tacusy was; as Diodorus Siculus tells us, that Parifades I. who fuc* 
cceded Spartacus III. was his brother, not his fon. He muft then 
have been the fon of Spartacus IV. ; as after the death of that 
prince there is a chafm in the Bofphoric hiftory of i8o years; fo 
that we neither know the names of his children nor of his fuccelTor ; 
but all is dark and myfterious, till wc find the good Parifades IV. on 

S s 2 tl)e 
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the throne, who yielded it without a blow to Mithridates, rather 
than (hed in a hopelefs conteft the blood of his beloved fubje6ls, 
who had fo often defended him againft the Scythians. 

This monument was fecn by Mr. Biberllein in a low wall, near 
the great gate of the old gothic church of Kerch, or the Panticapeoa 
of the Greeks. 


Second Monument, 

. . ro . . nosEiAONoz . . ' ka . . . . 

. . nOTS BAIIAHA BASIAEnN MEFANTO 

. . I1T02 BOOS nopor TIBEPIONI OTAI0 ........ 

. . A THN TON BA^IAEOI PHSKOTnOPI 

. . ZAPA KAI 4>IAOPOM • 

. . NTA TAKA-AI'EXANri NO 

. . ZnTHPA ETZANTNOZ KAOIIP 

. . Ali-«ANTOT HANT • ZTAII. 

The iranflalion which Mr. de Biberftein has ventured to give (as- 
conjedlurc) of this mutilated monument, found in the ruins of the 
antient city of Fhanagoria, is as follows : 

“ To him who, with the aid of Pofeidon, engaged the lublimc 

King of Kings to declare fovercigrt of the Bofphorus, fon 

“ of King Rifeo, friend of the Emperor and the Romans.”' 

For my part, T can only make out Pofidonos, a name of Neptune, 
with that of Tiberius, and a king Relkouporides ; fo that I fhould 
fuppofe it to have been a monument dedicated to Neptune, and 
creat'd by Relkouporides, in the reign of Tiberius, who, we know, 
was, lorJ paramount of the kingdom of Bofphorus, although it was 
governed by its own kings, tributary to the Romans ; and Relkou* 
paridcs may have been one of them, although his name is not 
found in our very imperfefk lift of thefc psinces. 

The 
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The foregoing conjeaurc is much ftrengthencd by a medal of this 
fovcrcign in the colleaion of Baron Aihe, which was found fome- 
where in the Taurida or Bofphorus ; though, till 1 faw the above 
infcription, I took it for a coin of a king of Thrace of the fame 
name, well known to antiquaries. 

The hillory of this antient kingdom, impcrfcaiy as it is tranf- 
mitted to us, fhows its intimate conneaioiv with Thrace ; and we 
even find, in reading the civil wars among the fons of Spartacus II. 
that one of them, named Emulus, was fupported in his claim to 
the throne by an army of 42,000 Thracians, led by their king 
Ariopharnes. 


Third Monument. 


, . : AEIEIMA 

.... AIA2 Ano ATTHN KAI EIS ATTcN FENOMbN 

.... AIITE KAI AAEIS^OPIAII AHAZAIS TAI2 KATA TUN B . . . 
.... AEIXOENTATOT KAIEAPEIOT AIA BIOT EIS FENOrrOI . . . 

• .... TAX ANE2TH2EN TEIMH2 XAPJN ZTN Til KAI EHl TEI . . 

.... MEPAN ATTIiN TIIO TE EMOT KAI I'llN' EKFONONM .... 

On this tliird monument, found, like the fccond, in the ruins o£ 
Phanagoria, it is difficult even to hazard a conjecture, as it wants 
both the beginning and end of each line ; it feems, however, to have 
been creaed in honour of a man and his poflcrity who had raerlteck 
well of their country. • 


LETTEK 
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The Sepulchral Monuments of the Bosphorus. 

The remaining Monuments mentioned in Mr. Biberftein’s two 
Memoirs feem to be of the fepulchral kindt and not older than the 
Eaftern Roman empire ; while the three former are undoubtedly of 
the cladlc times. 

The author introduces his account of thefe monuments by the 
following obfervations, that arc applicable to all, with refpedl to the 
ftone out of which they are cut. 

They are, in general, of a fine white folid marble, mixed with 
chryftallizcd particles like alabafter, of about one archine and a 
half long, and more than half an archine broad, (41 Englifti inches 
by 14,) bearing commonly fomc human figures in bafiTo-relievo, 
with an infeription in dialedlic Greek ; although we likewife find 
fome of later ages on an inferior kind of white marble, like the 
famous Ruffian monument lately found in Phanagoria, on which 
Gleb, prince of Tmutaracan’**, recorded his meafurement of the 
Cimmerian Bofphorus, as already noticed in*the Tour'”. 

19^ Tmutaracan was the name by which the ifland of Phanagoria was known in Ruffia while 
it was a province of this empire, although called Tmutaracan by the Byzantine authors, from 
which the Tartars feem to have derived their modem appellation of Taman, which in fa6t, is 
only a contra6tion of it. 

Letter LVII. 


This 
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This inferior fpecies, Mr. Biberftein thinks, may have been found 
fomewhere in the Bofphorus; while ho regards the finer as a foreign 
marble, and the fame with that employed by the Greeks in their 
own country for the precious monuments of antiquity which they 
have left us. Bcfidc the Bofphoric monuments in marble, there are 
fome likewife in common (tone. 

Of the fepulchral monuments in general, the aathor mentions 
three kinds diftinguifhable by the figures upon them. 


The First Species of Basso-Relievo 

Commonly contains a female figure in a long robe, with a 
child. 


The Sbcohb Species, 

A man on horfeback, with a child ftanding by him. 


The Third Species, 

A man lying on a kind of bed, or couch, with a woman and child, 
one on each fide of him. 


With regard to what may be called the a«Slion of the figures in 
thefe three different kinds of baffb-relievos, fo often repeated on the 
fepulchral ftones of the Bofphorus, Mr. Biberftein fays, that 

In the Firft, The woman is generally reprefeated in a ftanding 
pofture, with her hands under the fore- part of her garment; though 
fometimes fhe is leaning againft a kind of altar ; and he has like- 

wife 
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wife feen her fitting onaftone, and wiping her eyes, with the marks 
and expreffion of extreme grief. 

In the Second, The man is reprefented as on a horfe in flow 
motion, with nothing but the bridle in his hands ; for he is, in 
general, without weapons ; although in a few inftances he is clad 
in warlike attire. 

In the Thirdf The man lying ona couch is reprefented as leaning 
on his left arm, while the right is extended, and holds a kind of 
garland. 

As to the child in all of them, it is commonly reprefented as in a 
light drefs, only covering the middle of the body ; and in fome 
inltances it holds in its two hands fomething much refembling an 
urn. 

Laftly, He informs us, *that in one cafe he faw a woman with two 
children (inftead of the ufual number, one), having fome male 
attendants apparently in waiting upon her. 

Mr. Biberllcin finilhcs his preliminary remarks by obferving, that 
he fometimes found two of the abovc-deferibed baflb-relievos on one 
monument, with each its own infeription below it, and that the ftile 
of fculpture in all of them is but indifferent ; while the Greek In- 
feriptions are fadly mutilated and defaced. 


LETTER 
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After having dated, in my lad, Mr. Biberdein’s obfervations on 
the fepulchral monuments of the Bofphorus, I ihall give, in this, 
* the fpecimens of each kind which he took the trouble to copy. 


Sepulchral Monuments of the First Kind, bearing Female 

Figures. 


1 . 


On a common done in the wall of the old church of Kerch 
(Panticapeos), is reprefented, in balTo- relievo, a woman and child, 
with the following infeription : 

« 

HNANA MHTHP 

MHNOAOPOT KAI AAEA*!! . . . 

AHMOZTPATHA XAIPE. 

This infeription Mr. Biberdein^tranflates : — “ Mother of Meno- 
“ dorus, and fider . . . Demodratus, — repofe in peace.” 

T T 
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II. 

On a common ftonc, built into the wall of the old gothic church 
of Kerch, exactly fimilar in every rcfpc£t to the abovcrdefcribed 
monument with regard both to dimenfions and baflb-relievos, is the 
following fragment of an infeription : 

. . . nOHAii TIE . . . 

KOrXA XAI . . 

Mr. Biberftcin does not attempt a tranflation of this mfeription 
in its very mutilated ftatc ; however, we may hazard a conjefture, 

that it means “ Soft of Poplus, with his wife, or daughter, 

“ Coda, — reft in peace.’* 


111 . 

On a block of white marble, found in the ruins of the antient 
Pluinagoria, near- the modern city of Taman, there are exactly 
the fame balfo- relievos as on No. 1, deferibed before, with the 
f' 1 lowing infeription : 

AAXE EnPEnipr xaipe 

“.Dafc, daughter of Eprepie, — repofe in peace. ” 

N. B. This monument offers an example of what Mr. Biberftein 
before afferts, viz, that they fometimes contain two ditlinCt baffo- 
relievos, with each its peculiar infeription ; for on this block, below 

\ 

I hc XAIPE of the Grcck.s with which wciy one of thefe fepulchrsl infcriptions ends, 
fre im lure to anfwei' to ii\e Rt'<iuitfcai in Face "the Latins; both equally wi thing an eternal 
rrpofe to the foul# of tlic deccafed, ^ 


the 
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the firft baffo-relicvo, there is another of the fecond fpecies, where 
a man appears on horl'eback ; but the infeription is too much 
effaced to be legible. 


Sepui.chral Monuments of the Second Species, wiieue tui. 
Basso-Relievo represents a Man on HuKsaJiACK, \vi i ii a 
Child standing bv him. 


IV. 


On a block of white marble, originally found in the ruins of the 
city of Phanagoria, but at prefent built into a wall in the court- 
yard of the commandant of Jenikal (the Nympheos of tlie Andents), 
is a baffo-rclievo reprefenting a man on horfcback, with a t hild 
Handing by him. The infeription is : 

HZOTI AHOAAON 

Aor ToiinA . . . \ioi 

IlN . . . . XAIP, 

This infeription is much too impcrfciSt for tranllation, as wc only 
fee dirtiniHIy the name of Appollonidus ; but whether he was the 
perfon interred, or him who creded the monument in honour of 
another, it is difficult to determine. For my own part, 1 lu(pe6l 
that it is the fon of Appollonidus who is to reft in peace. 


Sepulchral Monumejits of the Third Specie.s, where a Man 
IS represented lyino on a Couch, with a Woman on one 
Side, and a Child on the other. 

V. 

On a common ftonc lately difebvered on a hill near Kerch, now 

T T a in 



524 


SUPPLEMENT, 


in the polTefllon of the Prieft of the diftrift, is a baflb'relievo of this 
third kind, with the following Ihort infeription : 

AFAQH TT XAIPE. 

Agathe, — reft in peace.” 


Laftly, Mr. Biberftein mentions fome Bofphoric monuments, of 
the fcpulchral kind, which he found bearing only an infeription, 
without any fculptured figures upon, them; of which fpecies he 
gives one example. 

t 

« 

On a ftone in the wall of the church of Kerch is the following 
infeription : 


©RONATE 

AIONTIIOr 

AMAITPIANE 

XAIPft. 

” Theonate, daughter of Dionyfius of Amaftris, — reft in 
•* peace.” 


It would be improper to quit the fubjeft of the Bofphoric monu- 
ments, without noticing in this Letter (peculiarly appropriated to 
them,) the famous Monumentum Satyri of the iftand of Phanagoria, 
at the fouthern entry of the Cimmerian Bofphorus. It is a conic 
mount of earth erected to a man of the name of Satyros, who had 
excited the admiration and merited the gratitude of his country ; 

and 
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and I fufpea it to be of the primitive kind of fepulchral tumuli on 
a gigantic fcale mentioned in a former Letter, containing urns, 
which denotes its great antiquity. Strabo makes particular men- 
tion of it, and I have marked its pofition on the Map of this 
Tour. 


LETTER XCVIII. 


This Letter will be appropriated to Mr. Marlhal Biberflein’s 
conjedtures on the nature and purport of the Bofphoric monuments 
that he copied in his travels, and which I have inferred here. 

He thinks that the firft fpecies, and poflibly the third, were 
dedicated to the fair fex, while the fecond were erefled to men 
only. 

He next fuppofes, that the figures fculpturcd on them either 
reprefent the dcceafed, or the credlcrs of the monuments ; and 
when two baflb- relievos are feen on the fame ftone, the one anfwers 
to the firft, and the other to the fecond of thefe fuppofitions ; he 
however admits the probability of family vaults having exifted in 
the Bofphorus at the time when thefe fepulchral monuments were 
erefted ; and in. that cafe there is nothing more obvious to con- 
jefture, than that fcveral baflb-relicvos would be fculpturcd on one 
tomb-ftone belonging to a family, provided it were large enough 
to hold them. 

Laftly, Mr. Biberftein thinks that the woman reprefented as 
islanding, the man on horfeback, or lying on a couch, as well as 

the 
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the child with a vafe In its hand, may all relate to certain ceremonies 
praftifed at funerals. 

Thus far the author of the Memoirs ; but, as cnnic(^nrcs are 
free, and may aniufe if they do not initru6l, I lhall hazard a few 
of my own on this curious ful)jc6t. 

May not the feir.ale reprcl'cntcd on thefe monuments, in an 
infulatcd upright pofition, indicate a virgin ; the female figure 
leaning on an altar, a wife ; and the woman in tears, a wieh)w, 
lamenting the lofs of her hufband ? The male figures I ihould bo 
inelincd to explain much in the fame manner, by fuppofing that 
the man on horleback bears a reference to tlic cxcrcilcs of young 
men, and imlicatts his having died a batchelor ; anti if what the 
recumbent figure holds in his hand be the nuptial garland of 
anticpiity, it may allude to his having bren married ; whilll: the 
child bearing an urn may reprefent an orphan carrying the allies 
of its parent ; and thus dillindtly mark the different ftates of civil 
focicty'”. * 

Mr. Hibcrdcin concludes his remarks on the Bofjihoric monu-, 
ments, with fuppofing that they were mofily credfed to children. 
I'his curious hypothefis he endeavours to found on a dil'covery of a 
M r. Gciflcr aliout the beginning of this century, who alFerts in his 
travels, written in Gorman, that from the (mallucfs of the hones in 
a number of antiipic tombs which he examined in Italy, See. the 
Antients mull have generally buried children, w^ithout confuming 
their bodies to afhes, as they did the Corpfes of adults. 

'riH’lc conjf'ilurrs of nunr nre, pcrliaps, miu h more unfatisfcU'-'lory than they might have 
bren had Mr Bihrrdein drb tibtd tht' drfiV of at lead the tVfnale figurt\v on thcle fepiilchral 
iiuinnmriiu ; as we know that the limple vitt.r, or fingle ribbon of the Antients, indicated the 
\irgln, and tlu* doubir \iu.T the married Hate: difbndions which arc flill preftTved in the 
head-ilrers of the Rnihaii pcafants, as mny be feen in iny *Mvussia\ An nauiTiE v. ” The 
Author of the M( ini>irs might likewife have told us, whether they wore llic Zuna oflhe Antients, 
or not] which the hulband untied oatbcbhd«il night, &c. 


Our 
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Our author likewife gives us another difcovcry of Gciflcr’s, appli- 
cable to the fubjedt of fcpulchral infcriptioiis. Gcifler, he fays, 
found, on an attentive examination of the antient tombs in the 
city of Albana, that the X fo often feen on tomb- (tones, and which 
has commonly been taken for the crofs, and the peculiar mark of a 
chriftian grave, is only the initial letter of the Greek word xphstc- 
XAIPE ; as he fometimes found it written at length, and fornctimes 
merely the initial X, iuftcad of fhe whole. 


LETTER XCIX. 


An iNttyiRY BY THE EDITOR INTO THE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND 
Rklioion of a famous Nation of Antiqjl'ity, which sent 
ANNUAL Offerings from Russia to the Shrine of Apollo 
IN Delos, 

TThERE ftill remain two curious fubjefts which fall into the 
range of refcarch carried on in this Tour, as they regard the new 
dominions of Ruflia on the Euxine. 

The firft is, an inquiry into the geographical pofition of the 
Hyperboreans of the Antients, who fent yearly offerings from the 
North, by the way of Scythia, to the temple of Apollo in the idand 
of Delos ; which were forwarded from Scythia by tlie (ireck 
colonids fettled on the Euxine coaft ; a fa£k that (eems to be as w'cll 
authenticated as any one in antient profane hiltory ; of couric, it 

becomes 
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becomes a curious fubje^l of inveftlgation to a traveller, treating of 
the Southern provinces of Ruffia, more cfpecially as it appears, 
from a number of circumftances brought to light in my prefent 
refearch, that this interefting people dwelt fomewhere between 
Moi’eow and KielF, profefling the religion and rites of the Greeks, at 
a period of fiich remote antiquity. 

The truth erf luch a ftory, it would be ridiculous in me not to 
inquire into, by comparing the accounts of the Antients, at a mo- 
ment when 1 am endeavouring to point out where and when the 
antient (ireeks in their pagan Rate had an opportunity of commu- 
nicating to the anceftors of the Ruffians the number of analogies 
which I have (liown (in my late Work) to fubfilt between the two 
nations, in their pagan rites, marriages, cuftoins, dances, &c. &c. 
more cf[)cc'laily as it is a favourite amufement that can offend no 
one, and the rcfult of which they may take if they pleafe — cum 
grano J tills. 

It may be neceffary to introduce the information that I have 
been able to collect relative to this curious people, by explaining 
the meaning of the name given to them by tlic Greeks, who, we 
know, called the inhabitants of Thrace Boieans ; and, of courfe, 
thofc who dwelt far to the Northward of tlicm, Hyperboreans. 

The next point is, to determine, if iioflible, who thefe people 
were, and where they lived ; a talk of the moft dilHcult kind, as, 
from the perfert ignorance of the Greeks with regard to the countries 
North of the Scythian deferts, all that they fay is vague in the 
extreme ; however, there is one clue by which we may jioflibly trace 
out tlieir place of refidcncc ; viz. the route by which their famous 
offerings were lent to Delos ; of which we have very exaft accounts, 
not only from Herodotus, but from the inhabitants of Delos who 
received them, although the Jail part of the journey is difputed 
by the Athenians, who infift on having always had the honour of 
tranfporting them in a veffel of the republic, from the continent of 
Greece, to the facred ifland, inftead of their being fhipped at 

Caryftae, 
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Caryftae, in the idand of Eubea, for Delos, as the inhabitants of 
that city affert ; and, indeed, (as I lhall prefcntly Ihow) there may 
be equal truth in both the claims. 

The Delians then tell u$, that the Hyperboreans did not always 
fend holy ambaflTadors (or T/jcort>l'^\ as the Greeks called them) 
with their offerings to Apollo; but in general conveyed them, 
through the religious rerpedf of the intermediate Rations for that 
celebrated God of Antiquity, without any other accompaniment than 
the fandfity univcrfally attached to them- 

The Hyperboreans contented thcmfclvcs then, for the moil: part, 
with handing their offerings for Apollo to their ncareft Southern 
neighbours, the Iffedonians, who gave them again to their next 
neighbours the Scythians, to be carried down to the Greek colonifls 
on the Euxinc coaft; who forwarded them'in the fame manner, from 
nation to nation, to the place of their dcpofit. 

Our furprize at fo long a journey as thefe Hyperborean offerings 
performed, merely by religious zeal, will be confidcrably diminiflied, 
when we confidcr, that there then exifted a chain of Greek colonies, 
all the way from the great market of Olbio on the Dnieper down 
to Greece. 

I have already traced them in my fkctch of the Euxinc commerce 
down to Byzantium, the limits of my plan ; and every body knows, 
that the Propontide, or Sea of Marmora, as well as the Hcllcfpont, 
were equally furnifhed with Greek colonies ; but it may not be fo 
generally known, that they had extended their fettlcmcnts along 
the coafts of Thrace and Macedonia ; fo that when the Northern 
firfl: fruits, wrapt up in wheat-Jlraw^ their conftant package, had 
once got down to the ^luxine colonies, by means of the iffedonians 

in the original fignification, Merc tliofc ulio went yenily to Drlo» in the fame 
which carried Thefeus to Crete } though aftcrwardsapplied to all vi ho carried oircrings to Apollo 
In that iiland. 

U u 
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and Scythians (who probably received a prefent of Greek mer- 
chandize as a reward for their diligence and care of the facred 
charge), there is little doubt but they would be forwarded the reft of 
the way, with marked attention, from colony to colony, by the 
zealous worfliippers of Apollo. 

I here fuppofe, that the way they were fent, after arriving at 
Byzantium, wag down the European fliore of the Propontidus and 
Hellefpont, and then along the coafts of Thrace and Macedonia 
into Theflaly, the country of Achilles ; where, being arrived on 
Grecian ground, they would quickly find their way for embarkation, 
cither at the famous port of Aulis in Bceotia (where the Grecian 
fleet was fo long detained by contrary winds in their way to Troy), 
or at the no lefs celebrated port of Pire in Attica ; if the Athenians 
arc founded in faying, that the Hyperborean offerings were yearly 
forwarded to Delos by them : but, as the E)elians themlelves declare 
that they received them from Caryftx in Eubea, by way of Tenos, 
it is more than probable, that they were at firrt fent from fome port 
on the continent of Greece to Caryftas, till the all-powerful Athe- 
nians became the lords paramount of Delos, as we know was the 
cafe ; after which period, they certainly would claim the exclufive 
right of acting as Theoroi to the diftant votaries of Apollo ; and 
furely it would not be the inhabitants of a fecondary Grecian city 
that would dare to conteft with them an honour fo highly prized in 
the pagan world. 

I have here overlooked another route by which fome pretend 
thefe offerings were fent from Scythia, viz. ftraight Weft to the 
Adriatic, and from thence by the Ionian Sea to Dodona in Epirus, 
and then carried for embarkation on the Sinus Maliacus to proceed 
to Caryftic, Tenos, and Delos. Surely fuch a-round-about journey 
i» very improbable ; more efpecially as the offerings muft have 
palled through barbarous nations, who probably never heard of the 
gods of the Greeks ; while we know, that if there even had not 

been 
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been a Grecian colony in cither Thrace or Macedonia, they would 
have been refpefted in both; for the Thracians offered to Diana'^* 
in ’tvheaten-Jiraw^ as did the Hyperboreans ; and, of courfe, any 
thing on its way to her ifland would be treated with much refpeft 
in that country ; and we likewife know, that Macedonia was in 
habits of fricndfhip with Greece about the period alluded to ; for, 
on the night before the battle of Platxa (479 year^ before Chrih), 
we find Alexander king of Macedonia, although forced to accom- 
pany Xerxes in his expedition againft Greece, healing in the night 
to the camp of the Athenians, to inform them of Mardonius’s 
intention to furprife them at day-break ; and Perdiccas, another 
of their kings, foliciting to become a citizen of Athens in the 454th 
year before Chrift. 

Having fliown, that the Hyperboreans \Vorfliipped Apollo, Diana, 
and Juno, and that they fent yearly olfctings to their. fhrincs in 
Delos, I think the cafe very clearly made out, that there did exift 
fuch a nation to the Northward of Scythia ; and lhall now endea- 
vour to trace out, by the route of their offerings, the geographical 
pofition of thofc who fent them. 

Herodotus, whom I have already fhown”' to have obtained, 
during his travels in Scythia, a valuable mafs of information relative 
to the country of the Hyperboreans, likewife learned during his 
Tour, that they gave their offerings for Delos to their Southern 
neighbours the Ifledonians, who committed them to the care of the 
Scythians, on whofe country they bordered, to be conveyed down 
to the Greek colonies on the Euxine ; cxadly the fame mode of 
conveyance as is recorded in the writings or archives of Delos. 

Delos wa* held doubly facred by the Anllcntg, ai the birth*»placc of botli Apollo and 
Diana j and we find tliat l lie Hyperboreans muft have font ofleringi and holy atnbalTadors to 
both of thofe deities, as Herodotus mentions the aflics of two of thofc Hypcrl>orcan Thcoroi 
^JffdVncd with rrligious (.arc in the temple of Diana in Delos, befidcs tombs of the otiicr two 
of them^ who died there on an embaffy to Apollo. See “The Young Anacharfii/* Voh ViH. 
p. 272, 8vo. Deux Pont^. 

Sec letter XC. 


U u 2 
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Now we know that the del'crts of Scythia extend, even at this 
day, up to the 48th degree of North latitude, and in fome places 
farther ; indeed, the Ruinaii line of forts to be feen on the maps 
of the empire, perfectly define their limits, as they were conflru£ted 
to defend the flationary cultivators dwelling in fixed habitations, 
from the roving inhabitants of the defert. 

The l/Jedontans then mult have dwelt beyond the 48th degree of 
North latitude, probably as high as the 50th, which is the latitude 
of Kicff, the antient capital of the Great Dukes of Ruflia ; a pofition 
which well agrees with that given them by the learned Jefuit father 
Ilardouin, who fays, that they dwelt in the South of Mufeovy, or 
Ruflia. 

But the Hyperboreans dwelt to the North of the Ifledonians, who 
were their neareft Southern neighbours, and tranfmitted their 
offerings to the Scythians ; fo that this polar ’** nation, in the opinion 
of the Greeks, muft evidently have lived confiderably to the South- 
ward of Mofeow ; as they could not have given their offerings 
iUrePlly to the Ifledonians, had there been another nation between 
them. 

However, although Herodotus, and the reft of his countrymen, 
never went fo high as Kieff, and were therefore completely ignorant 
of the North and its inhabitants, which led them to imagine f® 
many ridiculous fables concerning them ; yet I have fhown, in 
Letter XC. that he had acquired from the Greeks fettled in Scythia> 
and the nomades of the defert, who came down to trade withthen>, 
a moll accurate account of the Hyperborean climate ; which per- 


We muft not be fo feverp on Herodotus, and the Greeks in general, for their wild opinions 
•f the cold of the Hyperborean country, when wc find a Roman 500 years afterwards, the famous 
Ovid, painting his lituntion on the coaft of the Euxine (far to the Southward even of thepoftiion 
that I have given it) as the moft dilinal polhble, from the uncommon fcvcrily of tlic climate j al- 
though we inhabitants of Pcterlburg fly to it for health, as the Italy of Ruflia, and with diJfi- 
culty fupport the heat : fo that all our ideal arc comparative, it would appear, ai well aa our 
feelings. 

fedly 
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fe£lly agrees witli the rcfult of my inquiry, and points out thc'r 
geographical pofition to have been in the antient dominions of Ruflia, 
probably about the latitude of Baturin'”, the antient rcfulcncc of 
the Hetman of the Colfaks ; as they would there border on tlie 
lands of the Iffedonians, as Herodotus and the Delians tell us 
they did. What makcb this conjedlure fomething probable is, that 
the river Defna, on which Baturin Bands, and which waters the 
country where I fuppofe the Hyperboreans may Have dwelt, is a 
branch of the Boryfthenes; frf that in cafe this people, worlhipping 
the gods of the Greeks, were of Grecian origin, it is eafy to believe, 
that in the 500 years that Greek colonies had been fettled on the 
banks of the Dnieper, before Herodotus, a detachment of them 
might have gradually mounted up to the Ukraine in purfuing the 
courfe of the river, whofe banks all the .way would invite them to 
proceed, when regularly examined as they went on, whatever 
prejudices might have been entertained againB the cold and fterility 
of the upper regions, by thejr countrymen down at Olbio, and 
which were moft probably kept alive by the cunning Scythians, to 
prevent their going up to trade direftly with the nations fettled in 
the fertile lands of Little’” Ruflia, without their intermediate aid ; 


'»» It may be remarked with fome J«gree of tr\Uh, that the defeription of Hrrodoms Is more 
applicable at prefent to the partpf Ruflia on theGulph of Finlaml, ilian (o the South of Kutli.i ; 
but when w* conlider how much the climate of a country ia improved in a very few gcnenitionn, 
by being cleared and cultivated, we have rcafon to think that hi« account was applicable aec o year, 
ago to the Ukraine! and, to judge of the truth of my remark on the amelioration of the Rufliau 
climate, let any one read the accounts that we have from the Romans of the climate of Germany 
even in their time, and compare them with the fame country at prefent, lim e the lands have Ixrn 
culUvated, the wood, cleared, and the marflre, drained. Tire reverfe of this e.rfe is the prefc.it 
Rate of Egypt, Sardinia, and fevcral other counlrie,, become iufes'tiou, an.l deadly from neglect, 

although formerly the granaries pf the world, and the pleafant and healthy abode of man, whilft 

the feat of incluftry ami agriculture. 

It is d curious faa. although I do not fuppofe it to have any reference to the remote period 
treated of in this inquiry, that there has exifted for age, a fmall Greek colony in the antient city 
of Niejin, a little to the South Weft of Baturin, which carried on a flouriftiing commerce by the 
Euxine Sea, till the eftablifliment of the new Cherfon near the mouth of the Dnieper made ri.oir 
trade laugoiih of late years. 


for 



3,34 


SUPPLEMENT. 


for the Ihepherds of Scythia, like the fliephcrds of Arabia, feem to 
have been the carriers acrofs their deferts in antient times, before 
the navigation of the Boryfthencs was put in train. 

Who the Hyperborean^ were, feems now the only remaining part 
of this fubjctSl incumbent on me to incpjirc into; and my fentiments 
are fo very much the fame with thofc of Mr. I.archer, the learned 
tranflator and commentator of Herodotus, as exprcHcd in his 55th 
Note on the IVth Book of that Author, that I lhall tranferibe his 
opinion as my own. 

He fays, “tlic Hyperboreans muft have been of Grecian origin, if 
“ we arc to judge from their' worlhipping the Delian Apollo, from 
“ their rites'”', and from the traces of their language vifible in the 
“ names of their Thcoroi’”’, or holy ambafladors, who occafionally 

“ came 

« 

What Mr. Larcher, probably, means hy iheir rites (for I have nowhere found anv mention 
of tlicm) is, their nunner of fending their offerings to Delos, wrapt up in an 

auticnt (iiccian ceremony, fo well known, that thofc who carried offci Ings thus arnmged were 
called Aniallophoii and Oulophoii, with the only difference, that it was barley, the oMcll giain 
of iheir country, inllead of wheat-draw, Hi which they were cnvclo|>cd, as the Creek word 
indicnus. The Greeks poured barley in graiti^ and the Romans in /our, axpro,, on the heads 
of the vidims to be lac ri (iced, 

^ * The names of the Hypeiborcan ambaffadors, or Thcoroi, in which Mr. Larchcr traces the 
Creek language, arc, Oupi«, or Opis, Loxo, Hccnergc, Hypcrochc, Laodice, Argc, Abaiis, 
Ac'hada, &c. uho anived at different times at Dclas. Herodotus mentions the tombs of two 
ot them, viz. of Opis and Argc, HypcrborcatUpvirgins, which flood m his time to ilic Fall 
behind the temple of Diana, near the hall where the Ctia is kept their fcliivals. To them like- 
V ife the women of Delos fung hymns ; but they leem to have come, according to Herodotus, 
with offerings, not to Apollo or Diana, but to llythia (Juno), in favour of the Hyperborean 
women, to procure rhnn cafy parturition; fo that here is another of the deities of the Greeks 
worfhipped by the Hyperboreans; an additional proof of Grecian e.xtiavhioii. 

I mull here take notice of an opinion on the origin of the ilypcrhoi.ans to which a reverential 
attention muft be paid, ns coming from that great Oiiental Llv hr the late learned judge of 
Rengal, and prclident of the Afiatic fociety, bir William Jones, whofe profound icfcarches make 
an epoch in the hiftoiy of India and of human acrptiicments in languages. 

In his eighth Anniverfary Difcourfc he thinks, that as to the Hyperboreans from all that can 
be learned of their antient religion and manners, they feem not to liave been of the Tartar, but 
Gothic race; that is, of the Hindu: for he does not hefitate to affume, that the Goths and Hindus 
had originally the fame language, gave the fame appellations to the liars and planets, and had the 

fanu* 
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“ ctme to Delos with their offerings, although in general they 
“ were fent alone.” 

Thus have 1 endeavoured to fhow, and I hope not without fomc 
degree of fuccefs, not only that Grecian colonies were cftahliflied as 
early as the time of Herodotus on the banks of the Dnietler, 
Dnieper, &c. where I proved, in my former work, that the 
anceflors of the Rufhans roved in their pafloral flfttc ; but that a 
people profcffing the pagan ncligion of the Greeks dwelt at that 
period in the antient dominions of the great dukes of Ruffi.i, before 
they became mafters of Mofeow ; fo that there is little ciifliculty 
in finding where the Ruffians acquired the' great number of llriking 
analogies with the manners of the antient Greeks, pointed out in 
my “Ruffian Antiquities.” 


fame i€li|>;ioiis rites and opinions; now, as he has himfcif proved that tUeCfffh took (Iieir }3.ag‘fn 
deit.es with their fables, See. &:c. directly or indircClly fioin Indw, whcic all arc Aill found in the 
Saiifcrit books niid India temple?, hii opinion do(‘> no: militate iny Inquiry. On the con- 

trary, if the folhnving ch.un of iTafoiung be admitted, the Ilypcrhonans will appear to have 
been Sclavonians, or Rullians. In an inquiry into the origin of the Sc) wonians by the learned 
J. CliriA. Gattercr, in the Commcntaiies ot the Royal Society of (ioltingni fur 1791 and 1792, 
Vol. XI. it is proved, that, after the icign of Carac.dla, the names of Go//j and OVAe .m* ufed 
indifcrinunatcly (probably fiom the Roman authors becoming belter ac(itiaintcd with that peo|»lc 
formerly fuppofed two different nations) ; and, as the icfulr of his inquiry flioWs, that the namci 
of and Decians w'ere melted into Anr.e and after ihc reign ol Aurclian, the and 

Sdavi feem to have been a kindred people, if one and the fame; and, indeed, ihcic fecmi to 
be no poifibility of tracing the barbarous hor* of '^uiopc to tlmir parent flocV, I)y ihc moll 
laborious rcfcarch, or even the real name by vvhich they pafed among ihcmlelvcs; for thole given 
them by the Greeks and Romans were oltcn very diftrrciu, as I have found in the inquinei 
neceflary to this Work, and occ.diona’ly pointed out , nay, even in our own d.iya, we find fcvrral 
hordes of 'faitars difavowing the tiames given them by their iie.ar<.ii neighbour?, the Chinefe and 
Rulhans, and of courfe adopted l»y all Euroj^c. We fhall foon, 1 imagine, caJI them by their 
proper names on a more intimate knowledge of our neighbours in cnnfcqucnce of their ferving as 
irirgu’ars in the Ruffian armies as the Dacii, Coilb, &c. did m the Roman about the 

period when we find their names dunged by their cmployeia, poffijly on better acqu.uniance : 
»hc IJypeiborcans, Goths, and aUvi, may, then, have !>rrn the fame people. 
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Inouiuy into the Species of Connexion that subsisted between 
THE Colonies and the Mother Country in antibnt Times. 

t 

t 

The Other fubje6l into which I could wilh to inquire is, the 
nature of the connexion between the Euxinc Greek colonies and 
the mother country ; as that I'pecies of refcarch has become highly 
interefting to Europe, fince the impolitic difpute between Great 
Britain and America on this fubjeil ; which, artfully fomented by the 
natural enemies of the mother country, produced a feparation, pro- 
bably half a century fooner than the child (to fpeak figuratively) 
would naturally have become independent of the parent, by the 
requifite degree of riches and power to a£f for itfelf without cither 
protedfion or aid, the only tics that can clofely unite nations at 
fuch a dirtance ; for filial and parental affe6f ion are figurative terms, 
that mean nothing when applied to great bodies of men. For- 
tunately, however, a new bond of union, •which promifes to be 
more permanent than the old, has united them a fecond time ; viz. 
mutual intered and commercial advantages. 

I am forry to find fo few materials for my propofed inquiry ; as 
commerce in antient times, although it mud have been tolerably 
well underdood by the Egyptians, Phoenicians, Athenians, and 

Carthaginians, 
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Carthaginians, as well as the Milcfians, whom we find fettling 
mercantile colonies all round the fhores of the Euxine ; yet it docs 
not feem to have there been a fubje6t thought worthy the pen of the 
hiilorian ; and no profeflional writers on commerce had then 
appeared, or at lead whofc works have come down to us ; nor 
could we, indeed, expert any thing very fatisfadory on a fubjeft 
which has only fo very lately been treated philofophically, although 
the Moderns had carried consmercc, for leveral ages, to an extent 
unknown to the Antients ; Veoice, Genoa, Antwerp, the Hanfcatic 
cities, Holland, France, and England, (though lad, not lead in 
the maritime lid,) having all left antiquity at a didance, in the 
extenfive range and magnitude of their trade, though certain 
changes in the nature and current of ccynmerce have made it flow 
in a full dream to the lad three countries, cfpecially England and 
Holland, for more than a century ; while its antient channels arc 
partly dried up. 

As to information of the nature here required, applying dircdlly 
and exclufively to the Euxine colonies, I acknowledge that none 
has prefented itfclf in my reading ; any thing, therefore, that I can 
fay on the fubjeil mud be merely occafional hints thrown out by 
antient authors in treating of other fubjedfs, and applicable to 
colonies in general. 

As 1 find a few intcreding fadf^n the fubjedt already cdllcdlcd by 
two celebrated writers, whofc reputation for careful and accurate 
citation of the authors that they confultcd, is high in public edi- 
mation, I dtall content myfelf with quoting what they have brought 
together on antient colonization, and refer the reader to the autho- 
rities given in their own notes for every line that they advance. 

We find, then, in the learned Abbe Barthcleniy’s agreeable Work, 

The Young Anacharfis,” (Vol. II. page 42), 

That the connedlion between th«|,Greek colonics and the mother 
country was of the tendered kind, like that of parent and child ; and 

X X that 
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that they even ufed thofe endearing expreffions to one another in 
all their intcrcourfe. 

That the colonics preferved the laws, cuftoms, and religion of the 
mother country ; fent every year their firft fruits to its temples, and 
gave its citir-ens the firft places in their aftemblies and fports. Nay, 
vve arc further told, that they often received their commanders and 
priefts from the parent ftate, and were ever ready to fly to its aflTift- 
ancc. So that it would feem as if the Grpek colonies had remained, 
either voluntarily or by convention, under both the civil and facer- 
dotal power of the mother country. Thus far the learned Abbe 
Barthelcmy- 

1 fliall now fee what our own celebrated countryman, Adam Smith, 
has collefited on the fame.fubjeil in his valuable Work “On the 
Nature and Caufes of the Wealth of Nations.** 

Smith feems to be of a different opinion from the learned Abbe, 
though he docs not give his authorities. He aferibes the rapid 
rife of the Greek colonies to two caufes ; the one, their being efta- 
bliflted in barbarous countries, among people ignorant of arts and 
agriculture ; by which they obtained as much land to cultivate as 
they chofe ; the other, bccaufe the mother country permitted 
them to make what colonial arrangements they plcafed, without 
interfering. 

Now this fccond caufe of profperity dire6My contradicts the 
facts collc6ted on the fubje6t by Jlarthelcmy from unfufpe6ted 
Iburces ; while the firft feems fuflicient to account for their prof- 
perity ; more efpecially when we take into confideration the 
great inferiority of the Roman colonies, from being founded con> 
iVantly in their conquered provinces, already filled with powerful 
rivals in the arts of civil life, nay, even where they fometimes 
were only fcholars ; while the portion of land allotted them for 
cultivation was comparatively fmall. The natural confequcnce 
of this was, that while the Grecian colonial cities of Syracufe and 

Agrigentum 
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Agngentum in Sicily, Tarentum and Locreum in Italy, Ephefus 
and Miletus in Afia Minor, furpafled in fize and riches any of the 
cities in antient Greece,- and boaftcd the firft fchools of Phi- 
lofophy (thofe of Thales and Pythagoras); the Roman colonics 
never made any great figure, although fome of them, like Flo- 
rence, rofe to eminence in time ; but it was after the fall of the 
mother country. • 

This inquiry has proved as meagre and brief as I expected ; but, 
fuch as it is, I mufl; leave it for want of farther materials to write 
upon, and beg the Reader to accept the will for the deed. 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 


ON TAUllIC MEDALS. 

Aj .THOUGFI the very intelligent Author of this Tour regrets her not having 
been able, during her rapid courfe along the Euxine coaft, to colledl fo many 
Medals as flie could have wifticd, the certainly amalTed many more than could 
have been expedlcd from a lady, thougli a large proportion of them arc Roman, 
not ftruck in the Taurida, the fpecies of coin generally found at a certain dif- 
tance from the furface; for it is onlyfince the Rufrian pioneers have been dig- 
ging deep to lay the foundations of the new forts and other buildings, that 
Greek coins, and other antiquities of the Grecian colonics, have been obtained ; 
owing, probably, to the earth being confidcrably raifed in the number of ages 
frnce they flouriflicd on the Euxine fhores ; but of which we have now many 
'Curious proofs, independent of the interciling information drawn from clafric 
authors. 

I intended to have deferibed all the Greek medals added to my collection by 
the kind Traveller, and thtrfe ui the cabinets of my friends here who have made 
them an objeCl of rcfearch as well as myfelf ; but, on a more clofc infpeClion, 
I found that, with a few exceptions which I thall afterwards notice, all of them, 
and many more than we poflefs in Ruflia, are difperled in the different cabinets 
of Europe, and well deferibed by thofc indefatigable and Ikilful antiquaries, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pellerin of Paris, and Father Cary ; fo llrat I liavc contented mflelf with 
giving Ikctchcs of them from their works, to illuftrate and authenticate fadls 
advanced in this Tour; and I beg to fay a few words in juftification of thii 
mnufual application of antient coins. 

To me, it appears high time to begin employing antient medals (hitherto 
(hut up in coftly mimifmatic works, princip.illy bought up by antiquaries) 
to public ufe; and furcly one very cffeAual way of doing fo is, by producing 
the coin of a prjncc or city .as evidence of any doubtful while relating it ; 
more efpccially as many thoufand rcaders^of travels arc not in pofTeffion of fuch 
books as treat of them ; and, as to the expence of engraving, furely that.can 
be no objedion in an age when every publication is filled with coflly prints, 
that raife the price much higher than (ketches of medals can poflibly do. But 
if ever the evidence of antient coins be neceflTary, it is moll; elTcntially fo in 
this Tour ; as the Greek colonies on the Euxinc have been fo little mentioned 
by the learned for fomc agfs fince they were in poireflion of the Turks, that- 
many people well acqu.aintcd with the hiftory of their mother country, fo ably 
treated by Gillies, Mitford, the Abbe Barthelemy, &c. of late years, have 
fcarcely heard of them ; and, as to the public at hirge, I am convinced that 
(ketches of their coins will alone convince them even of the very exifience o( 
many antient cities mentioned here as now fallen to decay, and prevent the fair 
author from being fufjwdtcd of relating Greek fables wliich never exifted but in 
the works of Herodotus and other poetic travellers. The fame may be faid 
of the Bofphoric hiftory ; To very impcrfc<ft, from the lofs of the great work of 
Trojus Pompeius, where alone a proper account of it was to be (bund, that if 
it were not for the intcrefting feries of the coins of its kings in the cabinets of 
Europe, given in this Tour, we (hould know fcarcely .my thing about it ; for 
little information is to be gained from the Greek inferiptions (fikewife collcdled 
here), as they are all fo mutilated as to be, I am afraid, unintelligible. 

On the autonomatic coins of the Scythio-Grecian cities we generally find 
either Pan as Diana, very proper deities for a nation of (hepherds and hunters ; 
but the firft is by far the moft common, as might be expefted ; for the Scy- 
thians in general were in the paftoral date, their open plains (heltering but 


»• I am only here alluding to the faftiioBSble manner of ttlking of the father of hiftoiy j but 
by no meant join in the unjuft accufation of a writer whom I have found^fo well informed at te 
the countdet of which 1 am treating. " 


little 
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little g.lmc.^ tins attachment to the gods of flicplierds aul hunters, is 

farther confirmed by the difeovery of the ancient tombs at the mouth of.thc 
Tyras, or Dnicfter ; for the only two Penates found in them are, a hu(V of 
Diana, and a moft airioLis figure of Pan in my pofiUrion ; uniciuc, I believe, 
of its kind, for the throe nymphs climbing up his body, and a fourth olTering 
a ram s licacl ai his feet, all connected in the fame group. 

On the medals uf the (^Ihio, or Olbiopolis of Herodotus, befides Pan on the 
obveric, the Scytldan how and quiver is unitcii on the reverfe*, wirli fhe Amri/on 
battle-axe; a hap[)y allufion to thc»fabulous hillory of the Scythians, as related 
by Herodotus'^' and the other Greek writers ; for, although thefe warlike ladies 
came to attack them in a hoflile manner, yet they feem to have employed the 
natural arms of the fex with more fuccefs than that on the coin; and finitlicd 
their campaign by uniting in marriage with their courageous adN e rfaries : from 
which union,., we are told, were ddeended tlie Scythian nation in the time of' 
the Greeks. * 

The Deferts, or Stepts, arc ftudded with rude ftatucs of great antiquity/'thc 
origin and liiflory of which arc perfedly unknown to the Tartars, their pro- 
bable descendants ; althoiigli they exactly reprefent the figure, features, and 
even drefs, of one of tlic greateft Tartar nations, the Monguls, the conquerors 
of China, India, Kuffia, &c. in different ages. As tl)is fpccies of Scythian 
antiques, however, are foreign to the fubjcA of medals wliicli occupies m at 
prefent, we muft refer to a fubfequent part of this Volume, where the fubje^T: 
is treated at length 

The remarks hitherto made, chiefly apply to the countries lately ceded to 
Ruflia; but, as the whole circumference of tlic Euxinc is mentioned in treating 
of its antient commerce, I fhall likewife make a few obfervations on the medals 
of the great trading cities which were intimately connedlcd with thofc on the 
North fhorc (the proper limits of this Tour) by commercial intcrcourfe. 

I employ tlic term Penates only to give Antiquaries b} a well-known name, a better idea 
of llie curious .inliquc in my p<arptiion j I’oi I am well aware that tlic Grerks lincl no D i IV natcs, 
wlurh the Romans only rcceiwd from I'ruy with yRncas j but ftill, if we could btiio- Varro, 
that the Trojans got thvni from Samolhrace with Dardanus, In that cafe, the mother illand, not 
far from the entrance to the HclhTpout, was much nearer at hand, to fend a colony to the mouth 
of the Dnicller, than eiilicr Greece or its colonics in Alia Minor. 

In his IVth Book, Melpomene. 

Sec Appendix, No. fll. 
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The autondmatic coins of the free commercial Greek cities on the Eaft, 
South, and Wen- coads of tlie Euxinc feem to me to announce either their 
fabulous founders, or the origin of their opulence ; fuch the conic cap and 
ftar of the Diofeurius on the coins of Sebaftapolis, Sino^ Panticapeum, &c. 
and the club and lion-lkin of Hercules onthoflt-of Callatia, Heraclea, &c. 
the fuppofed founders of thefe cities ; while we fee a fith on the coins of feveral 
cities which owed tlife commencement of their riches to a lucrative fiflierj' ; nay, 

I even think that the particular fpecles commonly caught by them was attempted 
on their money, fuch as the famous Ruffiah Belingo=“’ (fo well deferibed by 
Herodotus) on the coin of Olbio, which they caught in the Boryfthenes. 

The Antacoeus“^'“ of Strabo on thofe of Panticapeum, caught in the Palus 
Mmotis ; and the dolphin on the coins of Iftriopolis, &c. caught in the 
Euxine. 

But the moft ftriking mark of refpcdl paid to a filhery, as a fource of wealth, 
is feen on the coins of antient Byzantium, which owed the origin of itscommer- 
cial'and maritime confcquence to a'fifhery of the Pelamides ; we there find a 
filh-hook in the center of a laurel crown, which I prefume mull: indicate that 
fuch a reward was bellowed on thofe who diftinguilhed themfelves the moft in 
what rendered the city rich and powerful, byformiffg a body of mariners, as 
well as by furnifhing a lucrative branch of commerce ; for the falt-fifh of By- 
zantium was known all overi&recce; and I think it very polTiblc, that thofe 
crowns may have been given in the Ilippodromus'®’ during the annual games 

celebrated there. . > ^ 

Notwithftanding the great fuperiority of modern commerce, that of antient 
times muft have been very conliderablc, when we rellctft on the great riches df 
fomc of the kings and free cities of Afia Minor, who polfelTed no gold mines, 
and, of courfc, nuift have owed their vaft wealth to agriculture and trade, 
wlilch arc fynonymous terms; for the furplus of the productions of the earth 
muft be bartered for money or goods, if the Prince of the country be rich^ 
The wealth of Crmfus is proverbial ; but Gyges muft, have been equally fo, ifWc 
may jtidgc by the coftly prefents that he fent to Delphos, mentioned in the 8th 
chapter of the firft book of Herodotus, a native of Afia Minor. Nay, Pythius, 

*'=‘7 The Arcipenfer HalTo of Unnseus* 

ao* Another fjx-cics of APeipenfer, or Sturgeon. 

A (Tirious account of the (iamrs in the Hippodromus of Conftantinoplc, in the reign of Lco^ 
>vih toe found in ruy Englilli tranllalion of the Emprels Catharine! Ruffian Opei;^ of Oleo, 

only 
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only a citizen of the free city of Celoene, in Phrygia, entertained the vail army 
of Xerxes, on his march to Greece, and olFcrcd to pay tlic whole cxpencc of 
the expedition, d he memorable difpuie among the eleven cities, as to which 
Ihould raife a temple to Tiberius, gives us a high idea 'bf the riches of Afia 
Minor, when w'e fee the magnificent ruins of Laodicea, one of the four which 
were refufed that permiffion on account of inferiority o®Hvcalth. As to the 
great riches of Mithrklates, they certainly were acquired principally by com- 
merce. , * 

There has been given, in LetteV LI. a coin oftliat great prince, which merits 
notice; as the grazing Hag, &c. on the reverfe, feems to have puzzled Anti- 
quaries. I have little doubt but that it w^as firuck in the antient city of 
Cherfon while he was mailer of the Taurida; and that tlie reverfe alludes to his 
being then in pofTelfion of the temple of the Tauric Diana clofe to Cherfon, 
which he nvay have repaired or beautified, and recorded his piety on his 
money. 

Every one knows the clallic fable, that when Ulyfies and Diomede had 
brought Ipliigenia, to facrifice her at Aulis for a fiiir wind, Diana fubllitutcd 
a hind for the unhappy daughter of Agamemnon, and carried her off' to be her 
prieftefs in the Tauric temple. Now, that the Tauric goddefs, or her pricllcfs, 
is alluded to on this medal, I think, « evident, not only by the crefeent and 
liar of Diana before the Hag, but by the firll letter of her name behind it ; 
for, as to the Ephefian Diana, fuppofing even that Mithrldatcs had an equal 
right to " place her attributes on his coins, (which I deny) llic is generally 
r^efented with two Hags, a bafket of fruit, and a number of Mammae ; and 
was a very different perfonage, or deity, from tlic bloody Tauric Diana, the 
Hecate of the Antients, "delighting in human facrifices, and adorned in the Indian 
temples with a collar of golden Ikulls. 

But what has, I prefume, led Antiquaries into error with regard to this 
is, the circumftance of no other kings of Bofphorus than Mitliridatcs 
pretending to place Diana on their coins; and no one had a right, except that 
old hero, who alone conquered the little peninfula of Cherfonefus Ilcraclca, 
where the city of Cherfon and the temple of Diana Hood, in the Weffern angle 
or corner of the Taurida (fee my Map), from its tyrant Silurus and his fifty 
fons, in fpite of its ^rong fortifications, till then impregnable ; whereas the 
other Bofphoric kings were fo far from poffcfling Cherfon, that they had ever 
after enough to do to defend thcmfelvcs againll the powerful republic, made fo 

Y Y 2 by 
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by ibe Romans, hU immediate fucceffors (as lords paramount of tlie Taurida) • 

‘ and till the rei^n of Conftantine always fupported by them againft the 
antient kingdom, acconling to their ufual politics, as faid in another article. The 
dclcriptlon of the medal is as follows : 

Laroi: Br The head of Mithridates, in agood ftile, encircled 

with tlie royal diadem, or 111 let. 

Reverie ;• A flag grazing in the center of the field ; before it, a crefeent and 
flar; behind it, A. • * 

Legend: BAIlACnS M10PJAATOT EtnATOPni ; which means the 
King Mlthridatcs ; Eupator^ or Illuftrious, being his conlfant cognomen, which 
Ids General Diophantus gave to a city that he repaired, or re-built, in the 
"I'aurida foon after its conquefl’, the Koflof of the Grim Tartars^ lately reftored 
to its antient name of Eupator by Catharine the Second, 

Here follow the few Scythio-Grccian Medals which feem never to have been 
publilhcd, 

MfUDLE Brass. — Obverfe : A head of Pan. 

Heverfe : A VI(?lory, holding a bent bow in one hand. 

Legend: In place of one, the Grecic Monogram of Panticapeum. , 

Middle Brass. — Obverfe : A female head. 

fteverfe : The Scythian quiver, or parazonium, containing a bow as w^l a$ 
arrows; flill worn by fome hordes of their dclccndants, the Tartars. 

Legend : Tlie Monogram of Phanagoria. 

Middle Brass. — Obverfe : Ahead of Pan. 

Reverfe : The head of a bull. 

Legend: TAT, This Medal leems to belong to the Taurida ; but iir what 

city it was ftruck it is difficult to guefs. 

Small Brass. — Obverfe: A man drawing a bow, much effaced. 

Reverfe : A horfe, of barbarous workmanfliip. 

Legend: XEP; evidently meaning Clierfon. 

Gold. — Obverfe: The head of Sauromates, the third king of Bofphorus, 
encircled with a diadem. 


Reverfe : 
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Revcrfe : Head of the Roman Emperor Commodus, with an arrow before his 
bread ; dated AOT, or 474 of the Bofphoric acra. 

Legend: BAIIAEaS FArPOMATOT. 

Small Brass. — Ohverfe: A head ornamented with a mural crown. 

Reverfe: A man {landing, and drawing a bow. 

Legend: OABIO. 

N. B. We have two more medals of Olbio, exaftly tlie fame as No. 9, given 
in Letter XC. except that one of thdm, inftcad of having the mark AI, has MK, 
with the legend contracted thus: OAB.; and the other, the legend in full, 
OABIO, with the mark B02 ; probably, all of lhcm“ the names of magiftrates, or 
mint-mafters. 

With regard to the Roman coins collcCled by our Traveller I have little to 
fay, as they were not flruck in any of the cities on the Euxine ; except that the 
greater P(|rtof them are of Trajan and Hadrian, as might have been lufpcCled ; 
as the army of the rirft of thofe Emperors muft have left a great quantity of 
money during his conquefls, independent of the fums circulated by the colo- 
nics that he planted in Moldavia, VVallachia (the antient Dacia), &c. Tlie 
fleet fent by Hadrian to make the famous furvey of the Euxine Sea, fo happily 
preferred to us by its noble and learned commander Arrian, muft likevvife have 
fpent a great deal of money in thofe countries. 
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FRAGMENTS OF 

BOSPMORIC HISTORY, 


Illustrated by Medals op its Kings and Cities, in the different 
Cabinets of Europe: all struck within the Antibnt Kingdom, 

AND MOST OP THEM IN ITS CAPITAL, PanTICAPEUM (nOW KeRCh). 

Since the Tour was finilhed, the Editor has been enabled, by the obliging 
attention of the Imperial Librarian, to give a fketch of the remaining hiftory 
of the kingdom of Bofphoms, fo far as the coins of its kings, and the im- 
pcrfcdl mutilated accounts of its remaining records, colletfled by Mr. Cary, 
could affift him 

Xllth King P^ARNACES. 

(Ik tb* ytor of Rente, and the h^d before ChriJ.) 

f 

The traitor Pharnaces, who received the kingdom of Bofphorus from Pompey 
as a reward for his treafon *'* (with the exception of Phanagoria, made free by 

/ 

Tbe kingdom of Bofphonis exited in its regal Ilate at leaR 800 years ; for it had its Kings 
as early as the third year of Romo^ and they relgiied till the time of CojiRantine the Great. 

Sec Letter L1I» 
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thf republicans, to encourage other cities to be t!ie firft in rebellion againft 
their fovcreigns), has left us one of his coins, given in the margin, and which 
I flmll defcribe here. 

Obverfe : The head of Pharnaces 
encircled with a diadem. 

Reverfe : Apollo fitting and holding 
a branch of a tree in his riglithand;^ 
while liis left is leaning on liis lyre, and 
a tripod is ftanding before him. , 

in Greek ; BAIIAFas BASl- 
AEHN MEPAAOT <l> PNAKOT. 

Dale— or 247 of the Pontic and Bofphoric cxra, wliich anfwcrs 10691 
of the Roman, and to the year 63 before JefusClirift. 

XIIIthKiNG. — ASANDER. 
fin tie 706/i of Rome, and 48/i before Chriji,) 

The next fovcrcign of the Bofphorus, whofc coins liave come clown to us, is 
jifander, whom Pharnaces left to command in the Bolphorus, while I^e himfclf 
took charge of his other kingdom of Pontds, likewife given to the parricide by 
Pompey, as a reward for betraying his father, after the old hero had refifted the 
Roman plan of tinicerfal ufurpation for 30 or 40 years. 

The cruelties and vexations of Pharnaces having brought upon his guilty head 
the vengeance of Julius Caefar, he fled to tlie Horphorus after his defeat, and 
there met -with the punilhment of his crimes from his viceroy Afander, who 
revolted againft him, and put him to death; and we have two coins of that 
prince, one while he was only Archontus, or governor, of Bofphorus ; and 
another ftruck after Auguftus had given hint the title of king. The deferiptiou 
of tlic firft is as follows : 

A Gold Medal in the cabinet of the Elctftor of 
Saxony. 

Obverfe: The head of Afander, without any 
ornament. 

Reitrfe : A figure of Vltftory, with her attributes, Itandihg on tlic prow 
of a galley. ' ,, 

Legend, Greek : APXONTOS AZANAPOT BOSnoPOT XH. 

The 
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The fecond is, a Gold Med^il in the cabinet of the famous collecflor and 
numifmatic writer, Pcllerin. 

Obverfe: The head of Afander encircled with a 
diadem. 

Revsrfe : A Vicflor^ landing on the prow of a 
galley. 

Legend, in Greek': BAIIAEni ASANAPOT ; with the monogram of Pantica- 
peum, which fhows that ft was ftruck in that city. 

This prince was one of the greateft warriors of his time, and actually ftarved 
himfelf to death at the age of 93, on ScrilM)nius being fent by Aiiguftus to take 
the command of the Pofphorian army, in the 740th year of the Roman ^ra, or 
14 years before Chrift. 



XIVth King. — SCRIBONIUS. 

(hi the •] \Ciih year of Rome, and 14//& before Chrijl,) 

Scribonius, who feems to have l>cen fent to command the Bofphpric troops, 
On Auguftus fuppofing the aged king Afonder no longer capable of raking the 
field at 93, endeavoured to make* the people believe .that lie was Ijikewnfe 
appointed to the Bofphoric throne by the Roman Emperor, and actually 
mounted it fora fliort time, ftrengthening his claim by marrying the heirefsof 
the feeptre, Dynamis, widow of Afander, and daughter of Pharnaccs, who had 
been declared regent on the death of her proud warlike huiband. His ufurpa- 
tlon, however, was fo quickly difeovered by his fubjc(?ls, and punifhed with 
deatli, that he probably never had time to ftrike money 5 at Icaft, none of his 
coins have as yq| been found. 


XVth King — POLEMON the F^rst. 

(In the year of Rome, and the nth before Cbrifi^) 

So foon as the news of the ufurpation of Scribonius reached Agrippa, who 
then commanded the Roman army in Syrian he fent againft him Polcmon, fon 
of the orator Zeno, whom Marc Antony had already placed on the throne of 

Pontui 
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Pontu* and the Little Armenia. The king of Pontus found the ufurjHT 
Scriboniys already killed by his fubje<ftsj who^ however, took up arms to 
prevent Polemon’illiilng the vacant feeptre ; and it was not till Agrippa hini' 
felf dire(fted the Roman force againft them, that tliey permitted him to place 
his protege, Pdemon, on the throne, 12 or 13 years before Chriif, 742 of the 
Roman sera: a clioicc afterwards confirmed by Augullus, ||Mid (Ircngthencd by 
a marriage witli rite real heirefs, Dynamis, tliough now foryr-nine years of age^ 
after having been widow to the two laft kings; which Ihcws how much the liofpho- 
rites mufl- have been attaclicd to the blood of the great Mithridates, her grand- 
father, wliofe glorious tliirty years ftruggle for tlie independence of his country, 
with his tragical death, fcems to have rendered hismemoij'fitli dear to his fubjcdls. 

After the death of this ptincefs without children, he etpoufed Pythodoris,, 
daughter of a rich Afiatic, by whom he had two fons, Polemon and Zeno ; 
with a daughter, who was married to a king of Thrace. The time of PolcmonV 
death is uncertain ; as we only know from Straho that he fell in a battle with 
feme neighbouring nation. 

W^e have but three medals of this prince ; and one of them, being firuck in 
his kingdom of Pontus,. before he mounted the throne of Bolphorus (for the 
head of Antony is on the reverfe, who died before this lalV elevation), it does' 
not enter into my plan to give here. Of the either two, Mr. Cary has only' 
engraved the following, as the moft curious, from having a Greek infeription 
on one fide and a Latin one on the other : 

Brafs I — firft publilhcd in the work of Vaillant. 

; iJDiverfe : The head of Polemon I. encircled with 

• ^adem. 

Legend, Greek : BAUAEHS noAEMnNOr. 

Reverfe : The head of Auguftus Catfar, without 
ornament. 

Legend, Latin : IMP. CAESAR. AVG. 

Befide thefe medals, a curious Greek infeription found at Cumes, in Eolia, 
ibows, that Polemon was high prieft of a temple confccraWd in that city to 
Rome and Auguftus ; a fure fign that he liad been much rcfpcdlcd for liis 
virtues before he was elevated to the rank of a king ; as Cumes is even in a dif- 
ferent province from his native city (Laodicea), which he and,his father Zeno 
defended fo valiantly in the year of Rome 714, when Labienus ravaged Afia; 
till Pompey haftened from Egypt to their afliftance, and dcfe.atcd him, which 

Z 1 probably 
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probably laid the foundatlfin of all Polemoa’s gj’catnefs The infcriptton'is 
in honour of one Labcon, a citizen of Cumes, and is A'cry long; but the*^ part 
whxh refers to Polemon is as follows : 

MHNOr 4PATPIfl AEKATAniONTOS EHl lEPEXlE 
TAI mMAE K.AI ATTOEPOS KAIEAP02 0EOr 
Tin «EXi lEBAiTXi APXlEPEftS MEPISTn KAI 
• nA'rt’OE TAE nATPIAOI HOAEMnNOE TH 
ZHNHNOE AAOAIEEOE nPTT.ANEnE AE 
AETKin OTAKKin AETKin Tlfl AIMIAIA 
AABEnNyE <WAOKTMAin ETEPFETA 
ETE4>ANA®OPn AE ETPATHNOS TU 
HPAKAEAA. - 

“ The aift of the month Pliratricn, Polcmon, fonof Zeno; of Laodocea, 
“ being prieft of the temple dedicated to Rome and to the Emperor Csefar, 
“ fon of Julia, the divine Aiiguftus, fovereign Pontiff and father of his 
“ country — Lucius Vaccius Labcon, of the tribe of Ailmilia, ftn of Lucius, 
“ friend and benefadlor of the Cumeans, being PrClanus; and Stratdfr, fon 

“ of Heraclidus, being Stephaneforus,” &c. 

’0 1 

N. D. The month Phratricn was unknown to Antiquaries till this infeription 
was found. 


XVIth Kino. — SAUROMATES the First. 

Sauromates 1. mounted the throne of Bofphorus after the death of Polemon, 
whofc widow, Pythodoris, feems to have retired to his kingdom of Pontus, 
where Ihc was fuffered to reign ; as we have two of her coins that’ were ftnick 
when queen of the country, after the death of the king her hulband. 

This king addifd the name of the Ronaan emperor, his lord paramount, to 
his own ; a pVetty common praifticc among the tributary Greek princes. He 
i'eems hrft to have taken the name of Julius during the reign of his bene&<Ror 

It wn$ a dailfghtcr of this prince, married to Coiys ihc Vth, King of Thrace, th^ prote^or 
of Ovid in his exile, who fo boldly accufed her hu(band's murderer before the Roman Senate, and 
bro ight him to puniOmient, though llkewlfe King of Thrace. 

Auguftus, 
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Auguftus*'*, whQcotjfirmed him oa the throne; and afterwards, confidciins; 
himfelf a3 acljcnt ot the Julian family, he only added that of Tiberius to I ii 
fot:m«r borrowed ; apn^jation, to pay court to the Imperial Gefars, whole 
tributary he was. We acco|jliipgIy fee on his coins, not oply the name of 
Tiberius Julius Sauromates, but likewife all the regalia fent him from Rome 
at his inveftiture ; fuch as the crown, the curulc chair, a^ the paia/.onium, 
or truncheon, joined to his own arms, as on 
?latel’‘*. fig. Brafs in tlic cabinet 
of Mr. Pellerin. • 

Obvtrfe: The crown, curulc chair, para- 
zonium, andarms^of Sauromates I. 

Legend, Greek: T. lOTAIOT BtCIAEftl 
CATPOMATOT. 



Revtrfe : The letters HM *'• in a crown of laurel. 

Plate I. fig. 8, brafs : in the King of 
France's c^inet. 

Obverfe ; The head of Sauromates I. 
encircled with the diadet]). 

Legtnd, Greek ; TI. lOTAlOT BAClAEnx 
CATPOMATOT. 

Revtrfe: An ere<ft'figur< of VitftAry, holding' in the right h.tnd a crown of 
laurel, and on the left a branch of palm, with the letters MH. ^ 

A thijd Medal -of the fame prince, which Mr. Cary regards as the moft 
pus. 



’^Watcl. fig. 9 , brafs: in the cabinet of the 
King of France, 

Obverfe : The fhicld and lajpce, which fcems 
to have been the proper arms of the kings of 
Bofphorus; with a kind of inftrument befidc 
it, and the letters K A. 



VjiiU*nt has publitbed a Medal of thUptiuctf^ with the licad of Aagtidus on the rererfe) 
which fhows that he held the Bofphoric feeptre under that Emperor. 

* * Scf the feries of Coins, icc. at the end of this article. ^ 

1 take this occafion to fay, that, excepting the Greek letters which mark the dates of the 
Bofphoric coins, I feldom or never take any notice of one or two detached letters feen upon mod 

Z z a of 
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Legend: The mutilated infcnptions of the twofides'bf this medal be 
rtfacl together to make fenfe ; arid the words compleated : TEIMAI BAZIA^ni 
ZATPOMATOT AinOTPTOT : which Mr. Cary tranflates-aidJi The honours (pof- 
“ libly meaning the regalia) of the King SaurotrtiStes, foH of Afpurgus.’* 

Mr. Cary doubts Whet her the cuftom of naming the father after mentioning 
the fon exifted in ti^Borphorus : a quertion that I can anfwer in the tlffirniativc, 
from inl'criptions larely found there; and, indeed, the practice bbtained among 
all the hordes from that coun{i|;y ; the Ruffians fay, to this day, John, the fon 
of Charles, when they fpeak of any one ; add our M/rrdonalds of Scotland, the 
Ft/Jiherberts of Wales, and the O’Donollys of Ireland, all fhow that the fame 
ufage once exified in the Britifh dominions. 

XVIIth Kino. — RHESCUPORIS the First. 

(In the ']%^dytar of Rome.) 

-On the coini of this prince, who fucceeded Sauromates the Firfl-, we begin 
to find the date of the Bofphoric ajra } and Mr. Cary gives three of thetn. 

Plate I. fig. i.o> gold i , in the King, of France’s 
cabinet. 

Oiverfe : The head of Rhcfcoporis without 
ornament. 

Legend : The monogram of hie name and dig^^y 
conpled together ; fo -that we muft read it BAZlAEnZ PHZKOTnopiZ, with the 
date ZKT or 326 of the Bofphoric sera, anfwering^o 782 of the Roman. 

Reperfe : The head of the Rotnan Empeitor Ti^rius. 

Aiiotheif^ exactly the fame, in the cabinet of M. ApoftolO Zeno, of Venice; 
differing only in the date, which is A AT, or 33 1 of the Bofphoric sera, anfwering 
•to 787 of the Ro^an. 

^ Ifbem j becaufe Antiqunrici lire fo much divIcM in opinion «f lo their meaning, that nothing 
certain can be faid on the i'ul)je^^. But I have oeyer failed to plnce them in my rough (ketches 
the mcdids (though not in my defcripiions of them), in hopes that difeoveries may hereafter bo 
mad^, which may throw light on theie myftic chataderi. The HM on the above medal cornea 
under tbit head. 

Platt 
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Plate I. fig. II, brafs : in the cabinet of M. 

Le Beau. 

a 

Obverji : The head of Rhefcuporis, en- 
circled with a diadem. 

Legend: TIBEPI02 lOTAIOl BAEIAETZ 
PHEKOrnOPIE. 

. Reverfe : The head of a woman, likewife encircled witK a diadem, and the 
letter A. 

Plate I. fig. 12. * 

Obvtrfe : The head of Rhefcuporis, en- 
circled with a diadem. 

Legend: The fame monogram of his name 
and dignity, as alreadycxplaincd of fig. lo, jx?. 

Reverfe : The head of Caligula. 

Legend : PAIOT KAIEAPOS .... 

We fi^l^hen, that the interval between the firft and fccond Polemon was 
filled up by the two laft-mentioned princes, Sauromates and Rhefcuporis, pro- 
bably owing to the tender age of the heirs of Polemon I. who were children 
when he died, and the Roman policy of not permitting the Bofphoric feeptre 
to remain ad interim in the hand of their mother, who held at the fame time 
that of Pontus, as well as Cappadocia, by her fecond marriage with its fovcrcign 
Archelaus. 




XVIIIthKiNO. — POLEMON the Second. 
(In the %ijljectr ef RonUy A. D, ^ 9 .) 


This fovcrcign received the Bofphoric feeptre from Caligula in the 791ft year 
of Rome, as we learn from Dion ; but he did not long enjoy that dignity, as 
we find it beftowed four years afterwards on Mithridates II. (of Bofphtffus) by 
the Emperor Claudius; for which he received a part of Cilicia as an equivalent ; 
and it might be foTrom hh fituation as king of Pontus ; but we find tljaf he 
even gave up this laft kingdom io btcome a Roman province A. D. 65 ; but 
for what new equivalent is unknown to the modems ; ft) that he at laft only 

retained 
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rc ajned the part which he bad of Cilicia. Jofephus mention* his marrying 
Berenice the widow of Herod, in the laft chapter of Book XIX. 

The Medal of him given here was ftruck in the eighteenth year of his reign 
in Pontus. ' t- 

Plate II. fig. I, lilver : in the cabinet of the 
King of France. 

Obvtrfe : The head of Polcmon, encircled with 
a diadem. « . - 

L'gcml, Greek t BACIAEnc nOAEMUNOC.* 

Rtverj’e : I'he bead of Nero, crowned with laurel. 

Legend: ETOTC, MWth the letters IH. 



XIXtIi King. — MIFHRIDATES the Second, of Bofphorus. 

t 

(In the •jej^ib^ear of Rome, A. D. 4*.^ • ; , 

Mitliridate^, who, as we havejuft faid, was iqvefted 
in the kingdom of Bofphorus by the Roman Empejror 
Claudius, then lord paramount, was of the blood of 
Mithridates the Great, though his particular relation to 
him is not handed down ; for Dion fpcaks indiftiniftly of this prince’s being 
admitted into tlic Roman Senate, where h® returns thanks in Greek for tne 
kingdom of Bofphorus. This good intelligence with Rome, however, did 
not laft long ; for he was deprived of his throne,^nd his brother Cotys placed 
on it by the Romans, who carried him to Rome, where he held the bold lan- 
guage of an injured fovereign, fix or feven years after having returned thanks 
in o[)en Senate for his kingdom. 

We have the following coin ftruck by this prince : * 

Plate II. fig. 3, brafs : in the cabinet of the' 
King of France. 

Ohver/e : A young head of Mithridates II. 
encircled wkh a diadem. 

Legend; BAciAEnc MiePAAATOr. 

Reverfe: 
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Rtver/t : The fpolls of a lion fupported by the club of Hercules ; with a bow 
in its cafe, or Iheath, on one fide, and the trident of Neptune on the other; 
with the letters IB below the club. 

Thefe bearings on the reverfe feem to indicate, that this prince had chofen 
Hercules and Neptune as marked objeAs of worfiiip, or that he celebrated 
games in honour of them. 


XXth Kino. — COTYS the First. 

(h tht ioidyear of Rome, and the 4^tb of our ASra.J 

We are left in ignorance as to the father of this and the laft Bofplioric king ; 
or whether they were not merely fons of the fame mother. 

There was a gold medal of this prince in thd cabinet of M. Apoftolo Zeno, 
in Venic^ 

Oii>e>y^The head of Agrippina, mother of Nero (whofiiarcd the authority 
with her fon during the firft years of his reign, and often appears on his 
money). 

Reverfe : The head of Cotys the firft. ^ 

Legend, Greek ; BAk (probably meaning BAIIAEflS KOTTi:), and the date 
BNT or 35a of the Bofphoric aera, anfwering to the Sogth of the Roman. 

Plate II. fig. 4, gold : in the cabinet of Mr. 

Pellerin ; 

Obverfe: A head crowned with laurel, no 
infeription. 

Reverfe: A different hcad,#lfo crowne<) with 
laurel. 

Legend: The monogram NEk, or NEPK ; which probably means NEPXIN 
KOTTI, Nero Kotys (asjie, moft probably, had taken the name of his lord 
paramount, like fomc of his predcccffors), with the date ONT . or 359 of 
the Bofphoric aera, agreeing with 816 of the Roman, or the gth year of 
Nero’s reign. 
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XXIft Kiko. — RHESCUPORIS the Second. ' 
^In tht year of Rome, or i^dof our Mra.) 


We know fo little about this prince, that his very exiftence would have 
efcaped the modirns, had not one of his coins, in gold, been found ; which 
is in the cabinet of M. Apoihplo Zeno, of Venice. 

Plate II. fig. 5. 

Oiverfe : The head of Rhcfcuporis II. encircled 
with a diadem. 

Legend, Grwk : BACIAEOC PHCKOTnoPIAOC. 

Reverfe : Tlie head of Domitian, crowned with laurel ; with the date IIT, 
or 380 of the Bofphoric aera, ’correfponding with the S37th of the Roman, or 
the 3d of Domitian. 



XXIId Kino.— SAUROMATES*** the Second. 

ijr ^ 

This is the King of Bofphorus of whom the younger Pliny (minifter of 
Trojan) fpcaks in his Letters, on account of the embafly which he fent to his 
Imperial mafter: an 4 , indeed, this is all that we know of him, except from his 
cbins ; and we may here remark, that numifmatic inquiries never appeared to 
more advantage than in the hiftory of the Bofphorus; where, without the aid 
of medals, we fhould have been deprived of even the feeble light that has been 
thrown on the hiftory of that antienf kingdom. 

Fortunately, the cabinets of Europe contain fevcral coin* of this prince ; 
which I fhall here deferibe from Mr. Cary’s French work, in the order of their 
dates, as ufual, to afeertain the chronology of the country. 

«• This name of « famoui people (and wWeh means Sorthtm Meadt, or a fubdivifion of that 
nation, dwelling or ranging between the Don, Volga, and Cancafus), one might fufpea, waa 
alTutned by feme of the Bofphoric king# (for we have fix of the name), to indicate their defceot 
from the aatient kwda of Jut cooniiy, long piisf to the Dynafty then filling* the Bofphoric 

throne. 


Vaillant, 
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ValUant, from whom Mr. Cary often borrows, has publilhed the following 
Medal, found in the cabinet of Zeno at Venice, which contains fo many from 
the Bofphalus ; a circumftance that furprifes me the lefs, on refleding that the 
Republic had for ages a great commercial cftablilftmcnt in the very heart of 
that kingdom, and held thetr fettlement in Afoff, the Tanais of the Antients, 
on the Bofphoric Sea, even long after tlie Genoefe were mafters of the Euxine, 
and had difpoircfled them of Caffa, Soudak, &c. 

Plate II, fig, 6, gold : in tlie King of France’s 
cabinet. ^ 

Obverfe : The licad of Sauromates II. encircled 
with a diadem and long whifkers. 

Legend : BACIAEnc CATPOMATfir. 

Rever/e: The head of Trajan, crowned with laurel; and under it tl.c date 
Hr, or 408 of the Bofphoric aera, agreeing with 863 of the Roman, or tlic 
the 15th of Trajan. • 

Another, of gold, in the TeforoBiitannica. 

Obverfe : The head of Sauromates, with a diadem. 

Legend: BACIAEflC CATPOMATOT. 

Rever/e: The head of Hadrian, crowned with laurel; below it, TIT, or 41 j 
of tlie Bofphoric aera, agreeing with 870 oP the Roman, and tlie lirft of ^ 
Hadrian. 

Another, of gold, in the cabinet of the King of. France : the fame flamp, 
with the date HIT, 418 of the Bofphoric acra, correfponding with 875 of tlie 
Roman, and the 6th of Hadrian. 

Another, of brafs, in the Pembroke cabinet : the fame ; with the date AKT, 
or 4*1 of the Bofphoric aera, agreeing with 878 of the Roman, nad the ninth 
of Hadrian. 

Plate II. fig. 7. In the cabinet of Mr. 

Pellerin. 

Obverfe : The head of Sauromates II. 
with a diadem. * 

Legend: BACrAEXlC CATPOMATOT. 

Rever/e: An eagle, holding a crown of laurel in its bill, with expanded 
wings. 

Datet'^tYiX, or 422 of the Bofphoric aera ; correfponding with 879 of the 
Roman, and, the loth of Hadrian. 

Plate 
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Plate II, fig. 8, brafs : in the cabinet of 
the King of France. 

Obverfe : The head of Sauroftiates, en- 
circled with a diadem. 

Dgend: BACIAEflC CATPOMATOT. 
Rever/e : A crown of laurel, with the 


Greek letters MU iij the centre of it. 


XXIIId King. — COTYS the Sbcono. 


Two antient authors have handed down the name of this prince, and little 
more than the name } viz. Plegon, the freed man of Hadrian, in his hiftory 
of tlie Olympiads, of which only a fragment remains ; and Arrian, in his 
famous Pcriplos Ponto Euxin. fo often cited in this modern Tour of the fame 
coaft. 

The firft of thefe authors, we arc told by the Imperial hiftorian Conftantinua 
Porphyrogenitus, who had read his whole work (fince loft), fays, that Hadrian 
had given the Bofphoric throne to Cotys; and Arrian, on fending his Periplos 
to his maftcr Hadrian in the 15th year of his reign, who had commiftloncd 
him to make it, writes in his letter, “ So foon as I heard of the death of Cotys, 
“ king of Bofphorus, I haftened to fend you this account of the voyage that 
“ may be made by fea to that kingdom, that you may be acquainted with the 
“ country if you intend to interfere in the arrangement of its internal affairs. 
Now, as I have proved (fays Mr. Cary), that Arrian wrote his Pcriplos in the 
15th of Hadrian, of courfe, the death of Cotys muft have happened that 
ycarj and we have a coin of his in the cabinet of Mr. Pellerin, ftruck only 
one year before his death, bearing his head on one fide, encircled with a 
diadem, and the infeription BAclAEncKOTTOCj on tTfie other, that of Hadrian, 
with laurel, and the date ZKT, or 426 of the Bofphoric aera, anfwering to 883 
of the Roman, and the 14th of Hadrian. 

The following Medal of the fame prince is likewife in the cabinet of Mr. 
Pellerin, as well as in that of Mr. Fawkencr,. of London. 


Plate 
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Plate II. fig. 9, gold : in the cabinet of Mr, 

Pcllerin, &c. 

Obverfi : The head of CotysII. encircled with 
ft diadem; Iwfore it a club. 

Legend, Greek : BActAEnc KOTTOC. 

Reverfe : The head of Hadrian, crowned witli laurel ; below it, the date IIKT, 
or 428 of the Bofphoric a?nf, agreeing witli bB5ofthe Roman, or^the i6thof 
Hadrian. This was the very year of Cotys’sdcatli, as the medal ol his luecciror 
Rhocmctalces proves moft evidently, being ftruek the fame year. 

There are ftill two more coins of the lame prince given by Mr. Cary, but 
witliout a date,' 

Plate II. fig. to. 

Obverfe: Tlie head of Cotys II. encircled 
#ith a diadem ; and the trident of Neptune 
before the bull. , 

Legend: BAClAEnC KOTTOC. 

Reverfe: A crow'n of laurel, with the Greek letters Mil in tlic centic 
of it. 

Plate II. fig. II. A third medal of the fame 
prince, in the cabinet of Mr. Pellerin. 

Obve^e : The Monogram of Kotys, ^ (with 
KA below it) ; which means BAClAEnc KOTTOC. 

Reverfe : A temple, with the infcription 
KAHE 5 which Mr. Cary fuppofes to be the beginning ot the word KAIIETOAION, 
under the idea that tbe temple was dedicated to Jupiter Citjiitolinus. 


XXIVth Kino. — RHCEMETALCES. 

(In the ^^tbyear of Rome, and 132/f ef our Mr a.) 

This prince mounted the Bofphoric throne in 
the 885th year of the Roman anra, during the 
reign of Hadrian ; but, from a paflTage of Ca- 
pitolinus, in his Life of Antoninus Plus, it 
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would f«cm (according to Mr. Cary’s reading of it), that his fucceflbr Eupator 
had made efforts to feize the feeptre of Rlicemetalces during his life ; tut was 
difeountenanced by the Emperor Antoninus, then become lord paramount 
by the death of Hadrian, and who fecured the throne to Rhoemetalces till 
death cj)cncd a peaceable and lawful road for Eupator to afTuti^e the r?gal 
dignity. 

Wc have fcveral coins of this prince in the cabinets of Europe. 

I^latc III. fig. I, gold; in the cabinet of Mr. 
Pellepn. , ' , 

Obverfe: The head of Rhoemetalces, encircled 
with a diadem. 

Legend: BAcrAEXlC POIMIITAAKOT. 

Reverfe : The head of Hadrian, crowned with laurel ; and below it the date 
FATf, or 433 of the Bofphoric tera ; according with 890 of the Roman, and 
the 2 tft of Hadrian. 

Another, in the cabinet of Mr. Fawkener, in lx>ndon. 

Obverfe : the fame as the latf. 

Reverfe : The head of Antoninus Pius, crowned with laurel ; and below it, 
the date MT, or 440 of the Bofphoric sera, agreeing with 897 of the Roman, 
or the 7th of Antoninus Pius. • 

A third medal, of gold ; exactly the fame as the lafts witli^the date m or 
442 of the Bofphoric, correfponding with 899 of the Roman asra, and the 9th 
of the reign of the Emperor Antoninus ^ius. 

A fourth, of gold, in the cabinet of l^r. Pcllerin ; the fame, with the date 
RMT, or 445 of the BQfphoric arra, agreeing with 902 irf the Roman, or the 
1 2th of Antoninus. 

Plate III. fig. 2, brafs ; ui the King of 
France’s cabinet. 

Obverfe: The head of Rhoemetalces, 
encircled with a^ d^em ; and before it a 
trident. 

Legend: BACIAEn^ POIMUyAAKOr. 

Reverfe : A vi< 5 tory, on tiptoe, holding a ergwh of laurel in her right hand, 
and a branch of palm in her left ; before her, the Greek letter M 5 aod behind 
her, H 
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XXVthKiNo EUPATORr 

On the death of Rhoemetalces, Antoninus inverted his turbulent rival, 
Eupator, with the;, Rofphoric feeptre, though he had maintained the late king 
in the enjoyment of it whcn.unjuftly attacked by his lucccflbr, and protected 
him till his death. • 

This prince is mentioned by Lucian in the following palTage : 

“ I found there ambafladors from the Bofphprus, who had come by fea to 
“ Bythinia with the annual tribute from tlie ir king Eupator and there is 
reafon to fufpctlrt, that Eupator is meant (though not named) by Philortratus in 
his Life of the Sophirts, when he mentions as his cotemporary, a king of Bof- 
phorus, who had fo much knowledge and liking to (irccian literature, that he 
travelled through Ionia to improve it. While at'Smyrna, the philofophers of 
thftt city all courted his acquaintance, except the foj^hirt Polemon, who refufed 
to wait on his majefty, and, as that fovereign was curious to hear him, he 
obliged the king to |pme to his hotife, and even received a fum of money for 
his acquaintance. 

W< have a number of medals or coins of this prince. Mr. Cary gives 
Engravings of two, and deferibes the others. 

Plate III. fig. 3. In the cabinet of Mr. Pellerin. 

Obvtrfe : The head of Eupator, encircled with 
a diadem ; and before it a feeptre. 

Legend: BACIAEnc ETnATOPOC. 

Reverft t The head of Antoninus Pius, crowned 
with laurel; with the date BNT, or 454 of the Bofphonc ara, correfponding 
with 9C9 of the Romany and the 19th of Antoninus. 

•Another, of gold ; exa^ly the fame, but without a feeptre, m Lcbrct s 
cabinet; with the date TNT, or 453 of the Bofphonc, agreeing wtth 910 of t.ic 
Roman aera. 

"a third, of gold, in the cabinet of Mr. Bofanquet, of London; exatrtly the 
fame as the two foregoing, except that, inrtead of a feeptre as in the ftrft. there 
is a club placed before the head of Eupator; and the date on the reverie is 
ENT, or 455 of the Bofphoric, agreeing with 911 of the Roman xm. 

Afoiirt!)* 
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•A foiirtli, exaAly the fame, in gold; with a feeptre; or javelin; and the 
date INT, or 456 of the Bofphoric, correfponding with 913 of the Roman 
cora. 

A fifth coin in gold, belonging toMr. Pellcrin. 

Obverfe : I'hc head of Eupator, encircled with a diadem. 

Legend: HACIAJCIIC ETflATOPOC. 

Reverfe : Tlie heads of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus, without any 
ornament and tht date 0 NT, or 459 of the Bofphorig acra, anfwering to 916 
of the Roman. ^ 

A fixth coin, of gold, in Mr. Pcllerin’s cabinet, cxadlly the fame ; with the 
date HT, 460 of the Bofphoric, or 917 of the Homan aara. 

A feventh, in gold, belonging to Mr. Pellcrin, exa^fly the fame, except a 
feeptre between the heads of Aurelius and Verus, and the date AHr, 461 of 
the Bofphoric, or 918 of the Roman acra. 

Here follow two more coins /)f Eupator, with the head of M. Aurelius alone 
on the reverfe, after the death of his colleague Vc»us. , 

The one is in the cabinet of St. Peterfburg, and bears the date SfiTT, or 46$ 
of the Bofphoric a^ra, and 923 of the Roman. 

The other, of gold, in the cabinet of Mr. Pcllcrin, lias^thc (Jatc ZHT, br 467, 
of the Bofphoric aera, agreeing with 924 pf the Roman. - 

Of the laft medal of Eupator mentioned by Mr. Cary, that gentleman gives 
an Engraving; and it is a corroborating proof, that Jupiter Capitolinas was 
adored in the Bofphorus. 

Obverfe : The monogram of Eupator in a 
crown of laurel, which muft be read 
BAClAEnc ErnATOPOC, with the Greek 
letters NO above the monogram, and KA 
below it ; which are not attempted to be 

explained, except by fuppoling the NO a miftake in the reading or engraving 
of the coin, and put there for the fcmi-circle, or little flourifii, which we have 
always feen above the monograms containing the* name and dignity of the 
Bofphoric kings. Sec Plate I. fig. 10 and la, and plate II. fig. ii. 

Reverfe : A temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, with the Greek letters KAIIE, for 
Capitolinus. 




XXVIth 



APPENDIX. 


567 


XXVIth Kim G. — SAUROMATES III. 


Mr. Cary mentions feveral coins of this prince, and deferibes the two fol- 
lowing (probably on account of their dates), before he giv^s an Eqgraving of 
a third, not ftruck till twelve years after the firft of the two, which is in gold, 
in the cabinet of Mr. Fawkencr, of London. 

Obverfe: The head of Sauromates III. encircled with a diadem. 

Legend: BACIAEnC CATPOMATOT. 

Reverfe : The head of Commodus, crowned with laurel ; and below it, the 
date ZOr, or 477 of the Bofphoric aera, agreeing with 934 of the Roman. 

Another, of gold, in the colledion of Antqni© Nani, of Venice ; exafliy 
the fame, except a globe baforc the Roman Emperor’s head, with the date 
zrrr, or 487 of the Bofphoric, anfwering to 944 of the Roman arra. 

But the medal of which he gives the Engraving is in the cabinet of the 

Abb6 de Rothelfc. 

Plate III. fig. 5 - ^ 

Obverfe : The head of Sauromates III. with » 

diadem. 

Legend: BACIAEftC CATPOMATOT. 

Reverfe: The head of Commodus, with a crown 
of laurel ; and the date ©HT, or 489 of the Bofphoric acra, agreeing with 943 
or 046 of the Roman ; but it itiuft have been ftruck in the very beginning 
of that laft year at lateft, as Commodus died on the laft day of v 45 i liis 
death muft, in all probability, have been known in the Bofpliorus two montlis 

Another, of gold, in the cabinet of Mr.Peller.n, is exaiftly the fame on 

Reverfe bears the head of Severus, crowned with laurel ; .and before it a 
ftar ; with the date «T, 49° of Bofphoric aera, or 947 of the Roman. 

Another, of gold, in the cabinet of the King of France, cxadtly the fame 
with the laft as to the heads of Sauromates and Septimus Severus i except that 
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the (late or ^gz of the Bofphoric oPTa, 949 of the Roman, is placed below 
the buftof the Fanperor ; and Mr. Pcllcrin lias a duplicate of it in brafs, with a 
globe befr)rc the head of Scvcnis. 

In the King of France’s cabinet there is another gold medal, exacSlly the 
fame, with the foie dilFercncc of a Ihu* before the head of Severus, and the 
date 494 of tlic liofphoric aera, or 9^1 of the Roman. . 

Another, of gold, in the collection of Mr. Pcllcrin, with the fame obV’erfc 
and legcncj. t 

Reverfe : The heads of Severus and Caracalla, crowned with laurel, with a 
crefeent between them ; and the date E<^T, 495 of the Bofphoric eera, or 952 
of the Roman. 

In the King of France’s cabinet there is another, in gold, exaflly the fame ; 
except a feeptre between the heads of the Roman Emperors, and the date A 4 >, 
501 of the Bofphoric a;ra, or 958 of the Roman. 

After thefe, which he only ijcfcribcs, Mr. Cary gives Engravings of the four 
following medals of Sauromates. • " v 

Plate HI. fig. 6 , brafs : in the King 
of France’s cabinet. 

Obverfe : The head <JF Sauromates IIK 
encircled with a diadem. 

Legend: BACIAEHC CAtPOMATOT. 
Reverfe : A man on horfcback, with 
tlie right hand raifed, and a fpear in the left; above him a ftar, and the letter 
B below his liorfe’s fore feet 

Plate III. fig. 7, brafs : in the King of 
France’s cabinet 

Obverfe : The fame head and legend as 
the laft. 

Reverf: A female, fitting, withabunch of 
corn on her head ; a fmail globe in her right, and a fpear in her left hand ; before 
her fiandsthc bull of tlie Fmperor Severus, crowned with laurel ; and behind 
her chair, a kind of Tnilitary cnlign ; above this military fiandard is a crofs, 
and on each fide of her feet a Greek letter, viz. B before, and M behind 
them. 




Plate 
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Plate III. fig. 8, brafs: in the cabinet of M. 

Pellcfin. 

Obverfe: Tlic head of Sauromates, and of a 
half-veiled female, face to face. 

Legem! : B^CI AKIU' cATPOMATOr. 

Revfvfe : A female, fitting in a chair, holding a Patera^ or libation cup, in 
her right hand ; behind her neck, a liar; and the letter B before her knees. 

Plate III. hg- 9 , brafs: in the cabinet of 
Lord Pembroke : ^ * 

Obverje: The head of Sauromates, with 
a diadem, and the ordinary legend. 

Reverfe : A female, fitting on a chair, 
with? globe in her right liand; behind her 
Ihoiildcrs tlie Greek letter A, and below licr feet VRV. 

]Mr. Cary mentions four more coins of the finicking; but as tliey have all 
been ftruck in the reigns of 'the fame Romtin l^mperors already dampt on his 
medals given in tliis Work, vvitlioul any date, and as he docs not give en- 
gravings of tlicm ta enable us to guefs at the period by tjieir llilc, they cannot 
I'crve any hidorical purpofc here, and ore of courl'e omitted. 




XXVIIth King. — RlIESCUPOKIS llf. 


Tliis is one of fcvcral kings of the Bofphorus not even mentioned in the 
detached fragments of the hittory of that antient kingdom which have come 
down to our days, and whofe memories arc only rcfciicd from oldivion by their 
coins picked up by Antiquaries ; a llrong proof of the gicat iiiility of rumiil- 
matic refcarehes, and the aid that it afford-, to the liillori.m ; more pariiculaily 
wlicn dates are fou'nd upon fiich mcilals, with the portraits of ismiierors iliat 
we arc well acquainted witlj. As for example, in thij \eiy innance; Mi« 
Pcllerin has a gold medal df Rhefeuporis Ilf. 


Plate in. fig.. 10. 

Obverje': The head of Rliefcuporis III. en- 
circled with a diadem. 

Legend: nAClAEiiC PHCKfJTnni’IAnc. 
Reverje: The head ol Caracalla, crowned with 

B B B 



laurel, 
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laurel, with a ftar before it; and under the buft the date AI#, 51 1 of the Bof- 
phoric aera, or 968 of the Roman. 

M. Pellcrin has another, in gold, of the fame prince, exactly the fame as the 
lalf, except that a feeptre is placed before Caracalla, with the date BW, 512 of 
the Bofphoric aera, or 969 of the Roman. 

A third is deferibed by Spanheitn, with exa<?tly the fame obrerfe. 

Reverfe : The head of Alexander Severus, crowned with laurel ; before his 
buR a ftar, and below it the date AKl, 521 of the Bofphoric aera, or 978 of 
the Roman. ‘ 


XXVnith King. — COTYS IIL 
• 

The cabinets of Europe contain three coins olftliis prince. 

Plate IV. fig. I, lilver : in the King of 
France's colle<ftion. 

Obvttfe : The head of Cotys III. with a 
feeptre before it» and encircled with a diadem. 
Legend: BACIAEnc KnTTftC. 

Reverfe .* The head of Alexander Severus, crowned with laurel, and belovr 
it, the d^6K<>, $79 of the Bofphoric sera, or 986 of the Roman. 

Another, the fame, in brafi ; in the King of France’s cabinet. And a third,, 
publifhed in the Thcf. Numif. of Patin, with the date A#, 530 of the BoC- 
phoric seta, or 98. of the Roman. 



XXIXth Kiiro. ~ ININTHIMEVUB. 


We owe the knoudedge of the exiftence of this Bofphoric king' to the Anv 
tiquary Seguin, who publifhed one of his coins in filver, which is at prefenc 
ki the King of Fiance’s cabinet. 


Plate 
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Plate IV. fig. 2. 

Obverfe : The head of Tninthimevus, encircled 
with a diadem, and a feeptre before it. 

Legend: BACIAEnS ININeiMHmr. 

Reverfe : The head of Alexander Severus, cro 
it the date AA<>, 531 of the Bofphoric, or 988 of the Roman a*ra. 

We fee by the medal of Cotys, dated 530, and that of l^s fucccflbr, ftruck 
in 531, that this prince could not have reigned a full year. 



with laurel ; and below 


XXXth Kino. — RHESCUPORIS IV. 


The cabinets of Europe contain anumber of nledalsof this prince ; the firft of 
which (hows, as faid above, that his predeceflbrcould not have reigned a yc.ar com- 
plete ; as it has on the reverfe the head of Severus, with laurel, and a feeptre, 
and the date AA*, 531 of the Bofphoric, or 988 of the Roman rcra ; fo that 
Ininthimevus died, and Rhefeuporis mounted the throne in this very year. 

The next is a lilvcr medal, in the poflcflioii of Mr. Bofanqiict, of London, 
having on the 

Opvtrft : The head of Rhefeuporis, encircled witli a diadem. 

Legend: BACIAEnC PHCKOTnOPIA. 

River/e: The head of Gordionus Pius, crowned with laurel; and before 
it a club, with the date 2 A 4 >, 533 of the Bofphoric (era, or 993 of the 
Roman. 

A third, cxa( 511 y the fame, of filver ; in the cabinet of the Abbe Rothclin, 
with the date 0A4», 536 of the Bofphoric, or 996 of the Roman aera. 

A fourth, of brafs; and a fifth, in filver; with tJie fame obverfe and legend, 
given by Vaillant in his kings of Bofphorus. 

Reverfe: The head of ‘Philip, crowned with laurel; and below it the date 
AM^, 541 of the Bofphoric, agreeing with 998 of the Roman acra. 

Afixth, of brafs; exa( 511 y thc fame, with the date BM^, 342 of the Bof- 
phoric, or 999 of the Roman a:ra. 

A feventh, in filver, in the cabinet of Dr. Mead, of London; exactly the 
fame, with the exception of a feeptre, inftcad of a club, before tlic buft of the 

B B B 2 Roman 
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Roman Emperor ; with the date ^M<^, 543 of the Bofphoric, or 1000 of the 
Roman acra, 

An eighth, of brafs, in the cabinet of tlic Earl of Pembroke, with the fame 
hurt of Rhefeuporis and Philip, and tlic date EM$, 545 of tlic Bofphoric tcra, 
or the Ioo^d of Rome. 

A ninth, of fdver, in the fame cabinet, with the liead of the Emperor 
Dcci'is, aiy.1 the ^late SM'S, j<)6 of tlie Bofphoric acra, or 1003 of the 
Roman. 

A tenth, of the mixt-metal pothin, in the King of France’s cabinet. 

Plate IV. fig. 3. 

Obverfc : 1 he licad of Rlicfciiporis, encircled 
with a diadem. 

Legend: BACIAEXIC PHCKorn PfA. 

Reverfe : The head of the Emperor Dccius, crownc<l with laurel ; before it a 
club ;,. and under the buft the date ZM*, 547 of t^e Bofphoric, or 1004 of the 
Roman erra. 

An eleventh, of brafs, in the Pembroke collc<?Iion. 

Obverfe and Legeeii, exactly the fame. 

Reverfe: The hc.ad of Gallus, and either Volufianus or Hofi:iii.anus ; and the 
date HM<h, 548 of tite Bofphoric,' or 1003 of the Roman rera. 

A twelfth, of pothin, in the King of France’s cabinet. 

Obverfe: the fame. ' 

Reverfe : the head of the ufurper .lEmilius, who afiTumed the purple in Italy, 
with the date 0M<6, 549 of the Bofphoric irraj or 1006 of Rome. 

A thirteenth, of brafs, in the King of France’s cabinet, has cxa(?Ily the fame 
bearings as the Lift, with the fame date. 

A fourteenth, of brafs, in the Pembroke colledlion, has the head and legend 
of llhcfcuporis on the Obverfe, with a trident ; and on the 

Reverfe : The he.ad of the Roman Emperor G.allienus, with Odenatims, king 
of P.almyr.i, th« hulband of the famous Zenobia ; an^ the d.ate of the 

Bofphoric, or 1017 of the Roman aara. 

Laftly, there is a brafs medijril of the fame prince in the King of France’s 
cabinet, with the head of Gallien us on the reverfe, and the date 363 of the 
Bofphoric, or ao2a of the Roman tcra. 
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XXXIft Kino. —TEIRANES. 

This is another of the Bofphoric kinqs only known to hv one uf his coins, 
which Mr. Cary fortun.atcly received diru'tly from th.it* anticnl* kingdom, 
bearing a tiate, as well as his name, whirli tln ws lu that he held liis I'ceptre 
under the Roman Emperor Probiis, whofc bull i . feen on lire rcicrfc, as lord 
paramount 

Plate IV. fig 4. 

Obvirfc ; Tlie head of Tcirancs, encircled witli 
a diadem. 

Legend: B^crA^'nc TEIPANOT. 

Reverfe : The head of Prubus, crowned with laurel ; wiili the date ^U‘^> 573 
of the Bofjplioric acra, or lojo of the Roman. 


XXXIId King. — TIIOTIIORSES. 

It is very pofiihlc, that newly difeovered Bofphoric mcd.als may fill up the 
long interval of twenty years between the latl coin that we have of 'I'eiranes, 
and the firftof this prince, with the portrait and name of fome unknown 
king of this country; but till then we muft regard Thothorfes as tlie immediate 
fuccellbr of Teirancs; and even of him we have no more information tlmn 
what we obtain from five of his c.oins in the ’cabinets of Europe; which fliow 
that Dioclefian W'.as his lord paramount through the wliole of his reign, as tlic 
buft of th.at Emperor appears on the reverfe of all his medals. Mr. Cary only 
gives one of them, but deicribes the others in the order of their dates. 

The lirfi;, of brafs, in the Pembroke colledion, lias on the 

Obverfe: The head of Tliothorfes, encircled with a diadem. 

Legend: BAciAEnc ©oGOPcor. 

Reverfe : 'I'he head of Dioclefian, crowned with laurel and the «iatc rq<I>, 
593 of the Bofphoric tcra, or 1030 of tlic Roman ; with a in the field of 
the medal. 
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The fecond, of brafs, In the fame collection, differs it^ nothing but tlie 
date Aq 4 >, 594 of the liofphoric, or 1051 of the Roman aera. 

The third, of brafs, In the King of France’s cabinet, only differs in having 
a trident before the head of Thothorfes, and the date 596 of the Bof- 
phoric, or 1053 of the Roman a;ra. 

The fourth is the one of which Mr. Cary gives an engraving ; it is of brafs, 
and in the King of'France’s cabinet. 

Plate IV. fig. 5. 

Obverfe : The head of Thothorfes, encircled 
with a diadem ; before it, three points. 

Legend : BACIAEnc 0O0OPCOr. 

Reverfe : The head of Dioclefian, crowned with laurel ; and three points, 
or dots, beliind his buff:; with tht date Hq^, 598 of the Bofphoric, or 1055 
of the Roman ccra. * 

The fifth medal of this prince is of brafs, in the Pembroke collection, and 
differs in nothing from the former, but in having a trident before the head 
of the Roman Emperor, with the date ©q<>, 599 of the Bofphoric aera, or 1056 
of the Roman. 



XXXIlId Kino. — SAUROMATES IV. 


There arc rcafons for fuppofing that the father of this prince, who, the 
Imperial hiftorian Conftantinus Porphyrogenitus tells us, was named Rhefeu- 
poris, reigned a few weeks before’he was taken prifoner by the Cherfonires, and 
that his fon mounted the vacant throne ; for, longer his reign could not have 
been, bccaufe Thothorfes ftruck money in the very laft year of Dioclefian, 
and Rhefeuporis was made prifoner in the time of •the fame Emperor. For 
thefc reafons, and beCaufe no medal of him has yet been found, Mr. Cary has 
left Rhefeuporis out of the catalogue of Bofphoric kings, till the difeovery of 
feme one of his coins fhall place him there. 

To proceed with the hiftory of Sauromates IV. fon of this prince Rhefeu- 
poris. We arc told by the Imperial hiftorian, in his work, “ Dc Admi- 
niftrando Imperlo/’ quoted above, that he made war on the Romans, overcame 
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the peop*. under their obedience, and had advanced with liis vi<?toriou$ army 
as far as the river Halys on the oppofite coaft, before DioLlcfian had time tq 
fend Conftance, father of Conftantinc the great, againft Iiim. That General, 
however, found him fo ftrong, that lie was obliged to engage the Cherloiiitcs, 
the antient and conftant enemies of the Bofphoritcs, to make a diverfion in his 
favour •, which they did fo effectually, as to oblige Sauromates to return to llie 
defence of his own dominions, and redeem his wives, whom they had taken 
prifoners, by making peace with the Romans, h'or tills impdrtant fcrvicc, 
Dloclefian remitted the tribute which the Cherfonites annually paid the Homans, 
to whom they feem to have conftantly remained fubmiffive ; poffUily to gain a 
powerful fupport againft the kings of Bofphorus, their natural rivals in trade, 
as well as dominion in the Taurida-, for it feems to have Iwcn the policy of 
thofc crafty conquerors of the antient world, to fow diffentions among the 
native princes, and thereby keep the whole in fubjcClion from weaknefs, as 
the Tartars of the Golden Horde did the Ruffians for two centuries. 


Mr. Cary gives us no medal of either this prince or his f ucceffor of the fame 
name ; but a coin ef a king Sauromates, which he has phaced among the un- 
certain . incerta), I think muft have been ftruck by one or other of them, for 
the following reafons : firft, becaufc this king^auromates is the only prince of 
the whole Bofphoric Dynafty (whofe coins are known) that affumes the laurel 
crown (See the medal given in the 

margin from Plate IV. fig. 8), which ^ IfilL 

feems to h.ave been always appropriated I 

to the lords paramount, the Roman IX / 

Csefars, or the Bofphoric money, while WW VlW 

the tributary king conftantly appears 

with the regal fillet, or diadem, round his head. Now this boldncfs perfeftly 
agrees with the account that we have from Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, that 
Sauromates IV. and V. had thrown off the Roman yoke, and fet the Cxfars at 


defiance. — Secondly, bccaufe we do not find (as on the other Bofphoric coins 
in general) the head of a Roman Emperor on the reverfis; but in its place 
a martial figure, indicating the independent military force of the reigning 


prince. 
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XXXI Vth Kino. — SAUROMATES V. 

Tills prince, fome years after the accelTlon of Conftantlnc to the Imperial 
throne, attacked thc^Ciierfonitcs, to revenge die difgracc and captivity of his 
grandfallier, llhcfciiporis ; * but he was beaten, and obliged to fix, by the 
oath of liimfelfand his cliiefiains, the boundaries of the two countries, which 
tliey w'crc never to pafs (poffibly not to go beyond tlie city of I'heodofia, or 
('alia, tlic ufual limit, as fliewn in the Tour). 


XXXVth KitlG. — RIIESCUPORIS V. 


There are feveral coins of this prince. The firft given by Mr. Cary wants 
Ills name, which is effaced on this brals medal in the Pembroke collcrtion ; 
althougli, from the elate, it muft either belong to him or Kis piccleceJfor, 
Sauromates V, which is not To probable. 

Plate IV*. fig. 6, 

Obverft : 'J'he head of Rhefeuporis V. in all 
probability, judging from the date. 

Lcitndi B.ACi \Enc 

Ravfrfii : A Iv'id w^.ruig a radiated crown, with the Circek. letters^ XII below 
It, 608 of the Bufplioric, or 1065 of the Roman rcia, itnd the feventh of 
Conifantine. 

A fccond, in the cabinet of Mr. dc Lifle. 

Plate IV. fig. 7. 

Obverfe : The head Rliefcuporis, with a 
trident before it ; and encircled, as ufual, with a 
filler, or diadem. 

Lt^^end : BACIAEXIC i HliCOTnO .... 

Revcife : The head of Con ftan tine the great, crowned with laurel; below 
it the date SIX, 616 of the Bofphoric, or 1073 of the Roman ara. 
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Fn the Kinf:: of France’s cabinet there is another brafs medal, cxat'tly tlic fame, 
except fome unkno'vn fymbol before the head of Conftantine ; with the date 
HIX, 6i 8 of the bofphoric tera, or 1075 of the Uoman. 

A third, in the lame cabinet, differs in nothing but the date KX, 6io of tlic 
Bofplioric, or 1077 of the Roman mra. 

In the Tiavcb of Mottray we fee another, with tlie date AKX, 6aiofthe 
Bofplioric, or 1078 of the Roman tria. 

In the I’onibioke col!e(<fion there is a brafs medal, with the hcail of Rhel- 
evporis on on lide, and Conftantilie on the other; before whom time is an 
cretft figure hrlding up the right hand ; and the date BKX, 622 of the Borplioi ic 
aera, or 1079 of the Roman. 

Mr. Pcllcrin hr, likewife a brafs medal, with the heads of the fame king and 
Emperor, and tiie date A' X, 624 of the Bolphoiie cci.i, equal to loSi of the 
Roman. 

And, laftly, there h mention made of a mcdalof Khefeuporis in Mr. IVirefc’s 
manufeript belonging to Mr. Bozc, wii!» tlic date MX; which would prose (it 
corrciO') that this prince reigned till tlie 6.; otli year of the Bofplioric .Tra, or 
the 1097th. of the Roman, the latell date that we find on any Bofplioric 

coin.. 


XXXVIth and laft Ki.vc of the Bofphorus. — SAUROMATES VI, 


We I'.avc no coins of this laft prince; and all we know of him is, th.it his.- 
imprudence reduced the antient kingdom of Bofphorus to a province of the- 
republic of Cherfon ; though, probably, by the help of the Romans, who 
could not be pleafcd with the imlcpcndcnt prctenfions of the later Bofplioric 
kinps, who fcenicd to fet their power at defiance; and polhbly miglit have 
niainiained their independence by their maritime force »■ ag.unft thole haugl.fy- 


Th« niaritime force of di-- nofplK.ruii feeim to liave iK-en the greateU In the Riniiie , mid «e 
bferve the vci y l.-.d l.it'.'i of it who (Iraek money < .uryin;; on hi* com the Indent Ne|m,Mc, ..r 

“ .11™ i.. >1.. >«' O .b. I,,. ,.,0 

Kinnt, Conlt.mtinc the Great, on the revcrli- of the fame medal, w widioul it ; and, indeed, 
ever hear of a Konian fleet la the kuiine after Hadrian. 

C e c 
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conquerors, liad they not always had in their neighbourhood a formidable land 
enemy in the powerful Clierfonitcs, ever obedient to the nod of Cccfar, when 
the liuniiliation or cIcftrLi6li(3n of their natural rival was in qiieftion ; a'nd it was 
by that republic that they at laft fell, in the following manner, as related by the 
Imperial hiftorian Conftamine Porphyrogenitus. 

Sauromates VI. enraged at the difafters 
brought on his prcdccc/fors by the Cher- 
fonices, refufed to abide by tlie limits pre- 
feribed *(0 Sauromates V. and made pre- 
parations to retake the part of this an- 
tient kingdom which he declared had been 
unjuftly wrerted from that king. 

For this piirpofe he raifed an army, and marched againft the republic ; but 
tlie C herfonite chief, named Pharnaecs (an ominous and treacherous name to 
the Boi'phoric kings), unc^er pretence of faving the effufion of blood, offer- 
ed to decide the quarrel by fingle com* 
bat, which the higli fpirit of Sauromates did 
not permit him to refufe ; and, as the traitor 
had ordered that his army fhould fet up a 
loud fhout the moment the king’s back 
was turned to it, the ftratagein had the delired efFc(5l of making him turn his 
head to fee what was the matter ; which gave Pliarnaces an opportunity of 
plunging his fword into his body, and, by the conditions of this daftardly duel, 
reducing the Bofpliorus to a province of the republic. Thus ended tlie third 
and laft Dynafty of the kings of the Bofpliorus, with the independence of the 
country; for an unfucceisful attempt afterwards made, by one of the name of 
Afandcr, only ended in his own ruin with that of his fon. 

Mr Cary finillics his work by giving three more Bofphoric medals, which he 
ftilcs tneerta^ not being able to determine by which prince they were ftruck. 
One I have already copied, as the head of Sauromates IV. for rcafons then 
afligned ; and the other two are given in the margin of this page, in cafe future 
difcoverics fliould throw light on the 
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CONCLUSION 


OF THE 


BOSPHORIC IlISTORYt 


BY THE EDITOR. 


THUS fell the kingdom of Bofphorus, after a lapfc of near ciglit hundred 
years, a viaim to the Roman maxim,. Divide and govern but in this inllance 
the Cafars were the dupes of their own politics, ia fupporting Clicrfon againft 
a regal Rate that furnifhed a barrier between the barbarians and the Roman 
provinces, which were quickly ravaged by the Goths after they got poircflion 
of the feeble fallen Cimmerian Bolphorus. 

Their firft maritime expedition was diredfed againft the neareft Roman 
fettlement of Pytius, which they took and ranfacked, and then failed to the . 
rich city of Trapezius, now Trebifond, which they took by alfault in the dead 
of night, notwithftanding its Brong fortifications, and a numerous garrifon 
of degenerate Romans, who might have held it againft a whole nation of bar- 
barians, had they not flept fccure in its ftrength, and fled through the oppolite 

gate as foon as the Goths made an entrance. 

^ Cco» 
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The antlent kingdom of Bithynia was tlicir next prey, with Its rich capital 
KicoiiiLdii'^*, and the many famous cities mentioned by Pliny, minifl-er of 
Tir.jan, in the Xth Book of his Letters wlien governor of thole countries, 
Nicea, Pruhi, Sinope, &c. 

In their third expedition, with roo fail, they pafTcd through the Thracian 
Ipjrphorijs ; and, after taking in their way the antient city of Cyzicus, fituatcd 
on the idand of that name (where our unfortunate Scythian philofophcr 
Ana< harfis* Icarneef the Grecian rites, which coll him his life on his return), 
carried lire and Iword into antient Greece, wliich xhey entered by healing 
thiC famous wall, built in better times, clofe by the Athenian port of Pire, 
and which formerly, when kept in repair, Icrvcd as a bulwark, not only 
to the Attic capital, but to the whole republic, agalnlt maritime attacks ; yet 
in its ucglcf^ed Ibtte proved a feeble ol)fl:acle to the furious Goths, who ravaged 
the clallic pcninfula, and would probably have made even Italy tremljle, if the 
infamous limpcror Gallicnus had not been roufed from his ignoble doth by 
their fuccels, and llown to its relief with the fl^)wcr of the Roman legions, 
which obliged them to return home, ravaging the coaft of Troy in tlieir 
retrograde voyage, though tlieir force in fetting out was at moft only 13,000 


Nicomoll.i became aftcrwanls the nTulence of Dioclciian and funic of hln fncceirors, rikI 
again fpiiing up fiom its gothic aihes to a gUMt and (.pulcnt city. 

'I'lic Canifircty or ti’.uxiiv* vcilcls, nicnlioucd by Strabo and Tacitus, were open linrks built 
without iron (as the Rutlians are to this djy), which had only an orc^ifional (leplng cover (rather 
than a deck) put up in bad weather hy^thc fiiilonij and carried 2; or 30 foldicrs at moll; nay 
this was Ibll the calV* even in the middle ages, when the Ruilians fitted out fucli large fleets from 
the Dnieper againlt C()nlhntinoplc, where 2,000 fail is talked of; but they were only (in 

(he language ot KuHia), or Mo?wjjiles (as Conll. Porphyio^cnitiis called thciii), made out oi one 
iuff with Ihehing plauks fixed to their gunnel, which at moll fitted them to contain 23 or 30 
inrii. but we .liter ..artU hear ot the Coths niid their allies embarking 320,000 men ni 2,000 
vetl'els (aceoiding to Trtbelliic'i Pullioti in his Life of Augullus) from the Dnlellcr, againll the 
Rum.m ciujilrc ; aiul in 6,^000 harks according to Zouara», whom Monlcfquieu follow !>, the fame 
army, deb ated by the Kmperor Claudius, 320,000 finmg at tht battle of XailVus, A. J). 26^, 
which g.iincd him t!ie cognomen of Ci(;ihicus. If the Kmperor was exai!^ in the number of 320,000 
incmione t m ' lett* r to the S<*natc, llill in exillcncc, then Montefqiiicn was right in prcfciing 
the 6.0D jtnuks ol /on.aras tu the 2,000 of Pulliun, which could have held but a part of inch 
tfu army. 


Suck 
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Such was the fuperiorlty of bold vigorous barbarians over cft'cinihatc poUfhed 
men, till the difcovcry of gunpowder levelled human ftrength. 

In agreeing with Mr. Gibbon, tliat the fall of the kingdom of Bofphorus was 
one of the many caufes which contributed to the fall of the Roman empire, I 
muft take the liberty of corre(^ing a little inaccuracy of that celebrated and 
elegant hiftorian, wlicn he fpcaks of the Goths being mafters of the Bofphorus, 
and employing its fleet againft the Roman fcttlemcnts, in cr before the tei^n 
Galliinus, who, lie informs us, drove them from Greece in theinZ/’tW/ expe- 
dition, fitted out from the Taurid^ as the tWo former were from ike Bn/f'hoius, 
Now this muft be a miftake ; as I ftiall at the end of iliis article give a fcrics of 
Bofphoric kings of the fame Dynafty down to Conftanfine the great, hearing 
the heads of the Roman Emperors in fucceflaon on the reverie of tlieir coins, as 
lords paramount of the kingdom. Rhefeuporis I\'^ king of Bofphorus, was 
cotemporary with Gallicnus, whofe head is on the reverie of liis coin, joined 
with his 'Colleague Odenathus of Palmyra on one ; but lie is alone on another, 
ftruck in the 1097th year of Rome, and the 640tli of llic Bofphoric ccra, or 77 
years after the date of the laft of the Bofphoric medals of Gallicnus, who was 
killed in the 268th year of the chriilian ivra. Mr. Gibbon then, in the mul- 
tiplicity of materials which he had to collctft for his learned hiflory, muft have 
made a miftake in the epoch when the Goths took poffcirion of the kingilom of 
Bofphorus, and m.adc ufe of its fleet to attack the Rom.an empire. When they 
did conquer it I have not afeertained ; but it is very probable, that it may have 
been foon after it became fuhjctft to the Clicrfoncfe republic, which feems to have 
happened in the reign of Conftantine the great, or about that period. 

Tlic Goths, however, feem to have been in pofleflion of at Icaft a part of the 
Taurida fo early .as the reign of Gallicnus, and their attack on Pyiius, T lebifond, 
&c. ; and I have little doubt tliat all the three expeditions were fitted out from 
the' ports in the centre of the pcninftila ; although the two extremities, containing 
the republic of Cherfon on the Weft fide, .and the kingdom of Bofphorus on 
the Eaft, were ftill both in pofleflion of tlie antient proprietors till long after ^ 
the four maritime expeditions of the Gorlis from the I.uxine ; the haft of which, 
as faid in my note, was in the time of Claudius, long before the fall of the 
Bofphorus ; fo that, it feems, the authentic Annals of that antient kingdom, 
dr.awn from its Mcdallic hiftory, were not known to our learned countryman at 

tbc 
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the time whert he wrote the article which I have taken the liberty to correct, 
having made thofc countries my particular ftudy for many years •, a thing 
fcarccly pofTible for that excellent hiftorian to have done amid the multifarious 
objedts of his attention. 

[Here follow a fcrics of Coins of the Bofphoric Kings^ and other antient 
Medals introduced in the preceding pages ] 
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CATALOGDE of the COINS of the Bos- 
PHORic KINGS, with the Names of thej 
•Romak CiESARS on the Revcrfc ; thej 
Length of each Reign ; the Date of the 
Bosphoric ^Era marked on them, com- 
pared with the Roman ; and/ laftly, thd 


Europe, as coined by each Prince. 


years before Chrift, and the ab/th year of Rome. 

iTic Second Dynady be^an with 
r . 1.*^- 

X, Spartacus I. 

2. Seloucus 

3. Spartacus II. 

4. Satyrus 

5. Lcucon 

6. Spartacus HI. 


Letter L. 


phoric Princes known to hiftory, 
will be feen by a blank left in the 
column of medals. 


Em ulus 


10. 


mounted tlie throne for a ftiort time before him 
although Mr, Cary has only regifteixd the 
cpfstul ufurper, who corujucred his l>rother.s. 
Spartacus IV. who died 289 years before Cl^rill . 

A blank in the Bofphoric hiftory of 170 years. 

Pari fades II. dethroned by Mitliridatcs .... 


The Third Dynafty began with 
Letter LI. 

II. Mithridates the Gr(‘at, furnamed hhipator, 
mounted the throne 1 15 years befurc ClirilL 
N.B, All the reft ot the Ryfphorie Kings are ii 
Supplement to the hiftoryof that kingdom. 


who 


13, Ai'ander, 48 before Chrift 

14. Scrilxinius, 14 before Chrift ; about 
iq, Polemon, i a before Chrift > about . 

16. Saernmates f, about . 

17. Khef< uporis J 

18. Poleiuun JI. A. D. 38 . 

19. Mithridates J I. A. D. 42 
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lames of the Roman 
Emperors their Lords 
Paramount, appearing 


Bofphoric 
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CATALOGUE of the COINS of the Bos- 
pnoRic KINGS, with the Names of the 
Roman CALSARS on the Reverfe ; the 
Length of each Reign; the Date of the 
Bosphoric Mka marked on them, com- 
,parcd with the Roman ; and, laftly, the 
Number given he^-e from the Cabinets of| 
Europe, as coined by each Prince* 


^1 £. 
“ ■ *§! 
o 

=r; 3. 

ca ri 

5- ^ 


20. Cotys I. A. D. 49 

si. Rhclcuports II. A. D. 83 • • . 
22. SauromstcA II 


23. Cotys II 

14* Rhocinclalccs, A. D. 132 
15* Eupator • . . 


M m 


36. Sauromates III. • 

This Ifrince probably had a colleague ; as, a king 
named PepcC[wra:us appears on the Reverie of one 
of his Coins. 




380 

4221 

404' 

426! 

428 

4?»| 

445 

452 

467 

477 

501 


802 

83^5 

878 

861 

883 

885 

885 

902 

909 

924 

9.M 

95^ 


Names of the Roman 
Emperors their Lords 
Paramount, appearing 
on the Reverfe of 
the Rolphoric Coins 
in general. 


Nero and Agrippina, bis 
mother^ 

Domitian. 

Trajan and Hadrian, 
Hadrian. 

Hadrian and Anto. PI os* 

Anton. Pius, M. Aure- 
lius, and LunusVeiu»’# 
Commodus, Sept. Se- 
verus, and Caracalla. 


27. Rhefeuporia III, , , , , 

28. Cotys HI. . 

29. Ininthinievus, not quite 

30. Khcrcuporis IV, , , . . 


31. Teirancs, apparently about 

32. Thothorfes , . , . . . . 

33. Sauromates IV «... 

34. Sauromates V. about A. D. 310 , , 

35. Rhefeuporis V. 

3(5, Sauromates VL the laft King ; probably about 



g68 

5^1 

9; 8 
98^' 

5*9 

53^ 

987 

5H 


53’ 

988 

50J 

I02C 

S71 

; 103c 

593 

599, '056 

600,1057 

608,1065 

640 1097 
‘ 645 Pi 02 


i 

1 


Caracalla and Alexander 
^ Severus. 

# 

I Alexander Severus. 

1 Alexander Severus. 

Alex. Severus and Gor* 

* dian. Pius, Philippas, 
Deeiu.s,Gallus, Hoflil. 
GalJienus, and Ode-- 
nathus. 

I Probus. 

j Dioclcfian. 

I Dioclcfian. 

Conllantine the Great. 

3 Conllantine the Great. 

In this year the kingdom 
fell, and beeamc a 
I province of Cher fou. 


N. B, Tlic Bofphoric i'Era and that of the Kingdom of Pontus were the fame ; os the 
firA followed the computation of the laA on all its Coins. 
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CATALOGUE 


Of die ANTIENT MEDALS infcrtcd in Mrs. GUTMUIE’S TOUR to 
the EUXINE ; with References to the Letters wherein they arc employed 
to illuRratc the Text. 


• REGAL COINS. 

The ferics of Coins ftruck by the Kings of Bofphorus, furprizingly complete 
for a country fo little known, being 44 in number, have been given in our 
preceding pages ; fo that we have only to mark here the poHtion of the ftrft 
two, vi*. t^at of 

Pserifades I. in Letter L. where the Bofphoric hiftory begins ; and 
the great 

Mithridates Eupator, in Letter LII. { all the others, as faid above, 
being given together in the Plates. 

One more Regal Medal is given in Letter VII. Cotys V. king of 
Thrace, th* friend of Ovid in bis exile. 


AUTONOMATIC COINS op pree Greek Cities. 

Letter 

LVII. Phanagoria, the capital of the ifland of the fame name. Plate 

VII. fig. f. 

LXXVI. Miletus, in Carla. 

Ibid. Its Temple of Apollo Didymenos. Plate viii. fig. 6. 

F F F 


Lxxvir. 
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LXXVII. Tomb at the mouth of the Danube, Ovid’s prifon. 

Ibid. Iftripolis, in the fame country. 

Ibid. Mefembria. 

Ibid. Apollonias. 

Ibid. Kallata. 

Ibid. Byzantium. 

LXXXV. * Sinope, three coins. 

LXXXVIII. Diofeurios, or Sebaftapolis, tli* famous Colchis mart. 

LXXXIX. Panticapeos, the capital of the Bofphorus, eleven coins while a 


free city, before iiscrcdlion into a kingdom. 

Ibid. Cherfon, the capital of the famous Tauric republic, two coins. 

XC. Olbio, or Olbiopolis, the great Scythio-Grecian mart on the 

Dnieper, or Boryfthenes, three coins from Pcllcrin, and two 
from the cabinet of Baron Alh, here. 

XCI. Chalccdonia. * 

Ibid. Ileraclca, in Pontus, two coins. 

Ibid. A fourth coin of Sinope. 

Ibid. Cromna. 

Ibid. Amaftris, two coins. 

Ibid. Amifus, two coins. 

Ibid. Amafia. 


IMPERIAL COINS. 

XCII. Trapezus, afterwards Trebifond. 

Ibid, Tripolis, in Pontus, a medal of Trajan, (truck there after the 
Roman conqueft. 

'^Ibid. Amalia, a medal of Commodus. 


REFERENCE 
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REFERENCE 

Of the Bosphoric Medals to the Plates in the Margin of this TOUR. 

* ■ 


* 

Plate I. 


Fig. 

1. 

2 , 

3 - 

4 * 

5 - 

6 . 

7 * 

8 . 

9 - 

10 . 

II 

12 . 


} 

1 



Paerifades I. 

Mithridatcs Eupator. 
Pharnaces. 

Afander, as Archontos. 
Afander, *as King. 
Polemon 1. 

Sauromatcs I. 


Rhcfcuporis I. 


Plate II. 

Polemon II. 

Mithridates II. 

Cotys I. of Bofphorus. 
Rhcfcuporis II. 

Sauromatcs II. 

Cotys II. 

Rhoemetalces. 


Plate III 




Plate IV. 

I. Cotys III. 

а. Ininthimevus. 

3. Rhcfcuporis IV. 

4. Teiranes. 

5. Thothorfcs. 

б. 1 

y j Rhcfcuporis V. 

8. Sauromates VI. 

I Inccrta. 

10. J 

11. Cotys V, king of Thrace, and the fri 


fame prince). 



of Ovid in his exile. 
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* 

REMARKS 

On some Scythian and Bosphoric Antioues discovered in the 

Empire of Russia. 


The rude grotcfquc figures fent down hitlicr feme years ago hy Prince 
Potemkin, and which I have lately found Handing in an open court yard, 
negledlcd and forgotten fince the death of that General (who alone among the 
Great feemed to take an intcreft in the antient hiftory of tiic provinces conquered 
from the Turks on the Euxine), have attracted my attention, as well iis the 
antique marble column difeovered by the Ficld-Marfhal Count SuworofF, in 
the Cuban ; as they all appear curious monuments of remote, though notclaflic 
antiquity, unlcfs the Marfhafs pillar ihould turn out to be (what I fliall prove 
pofiible, and that is all) a famous antique monument once erected in the very 
country where this was found ; for, in that cafe, it mnft commemorate an event 
celebrated by the eloquence of Demofthcncs; thougli, in all probability, the 
record was made in a language now loft, as I Ihall fhow when we come to 
examine the Cuban column, after fpcaking of the rough Scythian Haiues fent 
down by the Prince. 


STATUES, 



406 


APPENDIX. 


STATUES. 


The Scytli'Ian or Tartar Statues are four in number (two more are iince added), 
rudely cliifl'eled out of as many blocks of a very coarfe-grtined fand-ftone, and 
of more than gothic workmanfliip. A confidcrable portion of each block is left 
in its natural ftate below the fculptured figure, in order to be funk in the 
ground and fupport the figure in an upright pofition, like tlie Roman Termini 
and Priapi j and it is thus that they arc frequently feen in the deferts of Scythia, 
more efpecially on the Kourgans, or conic tumuli, fcattered over it, exadlly 
rcfenil)ling thofe mentioned by, all travellers who have vifited the renowned 
plain of Troy ; which fhpws "this fpecics of primitive tom!)S to be of high 
antiquity, although the Scythians feem to be the only people who have 
decorated them with the rude llatucs of their anceftors or heroes. I muft, 
however, itCknowlcdge, that this dccifion is fcarccly founded, as certainly fuch 
objefts of refpe<ft to a particular race of men may be preferved for many ages 
in deferts only frequented by the fame hordes (for I look upon the Scythians and 
lartars as only different names for the fame people), while in populous 
countries; which have frequently changed mafters, very little refpedt would be 
paid to fuch barbarous reprefentations of the human form, had they even 
originally crowned the Trojan tumuli, which the learned prefident of the 
Antiquari.an Society, Mr. Bryant, thinks were cretflcd by the Thracians, 
long before the fubjetft of Homer's Song, or even the foundation of haughty 
Ilium. 

Tlvat all the four have been intended to reprefent females, is ev ident from 
their head-dreffes, necklaces, and breads, however badly tliey are otlierways 
executed, and damaged by, time and the loofe texture of the ftone. 

Pla'i K U. fig. I — Reprefents a naked female figure fitting on a ftone j while 
the three others arc clad ia a Ihort garb reaching only a little below the knee, 
like the drefs that we ftill fee worn by fome Fionifh women over a pefticoati, 
which a cold climate feeins to have added to the antient habiliment in this 
latitvide. She has a monftrous projc(fting face without any head-drefs ; but, 
to make amends for that deficiency, both her neck and naked thighs are fully 

ornamented. 
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ornamented, the firft withacrofs chain, which fnfpends a round metal plate 
on each breaft, like what we fee fome Finnifli women wear to this day in tiie 
fame manner ; and the thighs are covered with crofled ril>bons, or {traps, from 
ttie^ip to the knee. 

Her hair hangs down her back in onejtrefs, which marks the unmarried ftatc' 
in Ruffia, as formerly in Rome (together with the tingle vittae of the Antients, 
of narrow riband, round her head) ; and, laftly, {he holds in a moll awkward 
manner, with both hands, a fpecies 'bf cup below her bell/, fomewhat in the 
{hape of a flattened dice-box. • 

This is the only Scythian Statue that I has’C feen where no part of the block 
is left to enter the ground and keep it firm and ercA; indeed, tlie bottom is 
made large and flat on purpofe to Hand above the furface, inftc.ad of being 
buried in the earth, like the others, to the depth of fome feet. 

Fig. a — Wears a kind of high bonnet, like wJiat the Ruflian women call a 
kakoHinick ; having her hair done up in a roll,* and placed in a circle round 
her face, between it and the bonnet, from which a veil hangs down her back, 
divided into three lappels, juft as we fee the Ruffian married women ftill drefted 
in fome provinces of this vaft empire. On her neck Ihc has a double row of 
beads, or fomething of that kind, and in her hands the ufual cup held under 
her belly. 

Fig. 3 — ^Wcars a hcad-drefs fomething lower than Fig. 2 , wit!) a veil falling 
from it on her fhouldcrs ; and a necklace, evidently meant to reprefent precious 
Hones, cut into a lozengc-form in the Oriental manner ; below this finglc row 
hang two others, poffibly meant for gold chains (if the bead form is not effaced 
by time) ; while her back is ornamented with ftraps, or ribands, croffing each 
other at right angles. The cup is licld in the ufual manner. 

Fig. reprefented in a kind of low round hat, or bonnet, and a veil, 

with two rows of chain or beads about the neck ; and breafts evidently intended 
for thofe of a woman. This figure and all the others have fmall niisfliupen 
legs, without any veftige of feet, poffibly broken off in a lapfe of ages. 

Modern tradition fays, 'that tlie cup held with the two handsify each of thefe 
Stttues”* was intended for receiving alms from the paffing Np^adej and 

that 


»•* Ammtamu Marcellinus fpeaks of thefe veiy fame Statues in the fifth century; which, he 
Says, arc true reprefentations of the Hunn '\Jh /Im-c; and, a« he wioic much about tl»e lime of the 

ia»3gei 
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that both in antlcnt Scythia, and the more modern pagan Tartary, the 
facerdotal order had no other revenue than the voluntary offerings of their 
pious countrymen ; there is, however, one circurnffance that makes me doubt 
whether they could be intended for begging-boxes; which is, that 
i^f the four is fitted to receive anything; for the other three, inilcad of being 
hollow, are folid mafles of ftone, in a veffel or cup form. 

Li fhort, ilie whole fubjeft 1‘ecms wrapped in the darknefs of remote an- 
tiquity ; fa that 1 •regard myfelf as rathefabold man^ to have hazarded the 
few conjectures above thrown out ; and fhaJl venture no more, till fome farther 
light is thrown on the fubjeCl by new difeoveries ; in the mean time, fhould 
any thing faid here be applicable to your antique grotefque Aatiics Handing on 
the banks of the Donetz* ’, wliicli I fufpetH: to be the work of the fame rude 


wv:ig<!« of thofe barbnrians in Furape under Auili in 447, Uieir marked featuns mua have been 
well known to him. * 

Tbe Englilh Monk Kubruqnis likcwire mentions thnii during his holy million in Tartary, about 
the yc.nr J253 j and particularly noticci the little vetreh held by each figure in both hands dole to 
Uic belly, 

Thefe remarks were originally fent to Sir Charles Gafeoigne, then at his cannon foundery 
§f bugan, on the Donetz : and on his return to Pcterlburg he brought with him tfwo drawing^t of 
the rude Scythian Statues h>und in that qunitcr, which appear to be naked ft*male figures^ exa^Vly 
Krcmbliiw; lluifc already defenbed [See fig. 5 and 6] , but the iulbrniation received from 
Mr. Galcoignc relative to where they are found is inlcrdling. 

'J’hey arc always fomid placed on the top of ilir Kourgans, or conic tumuli, uhidi arcfcattercd 
©ve r (lie Stepts,. or grafTy plains, in fuch Jt manner that my friend Mr. G. is of opinion, that they 
Kiuft have ferved the double purpofeof fepulehrc.H, and vklettcs, or watch towers, to the Scythian 
iShimades who fed their flodw in t!u)fe plains, to- guard Uicm agauilt any fudden attack from 
theii Iu)lHle brethren, who, being always mounted, make an irruption into a country with the 
fvN ifinds and dcltrudion of a torrent. Thele conh: liillocks are, tJiereforc, always placed at fuch 
dillauccs, aud in fuch fiUiatiuns, that an nicmy mull be inflanlly fecn from them, even in the 
octafonal hollows which fometim<’s ofcur in the Stepts;. for Sir Charles particularly remarked, 
that the Kourgane always command them ; and he |)eicervcd in one Kourgaa wlucb he examined 
a fvibtcrranegiis chamber,, which he fnfpedcd might have fervcxl as a fboble to conceal the horfes 
ol the ccntiucls p4^d there with, pullibly, tlie man off guard, Vvho might flecp while the other 
watehed. Me. Gafeoigne, howc\cr, is by no means furc ihat a fimilar fubterrancous apartment, or 
ce llar, belongs to every Kourg.ui j for hr only fpcaks of the one that he examined with atten- 
tion, and candidly ow ns, ll^at ih<- cvejv.ithnj might have been made by people fearching for 
treafurci as a jx)pular belief cxiils in il»at country, that the Scytliia ns buried their riches wi ilk 
their b^Klies, which feems to Iu\c been true in feme degree, as will have appeared in the 
Tot’ a. 


paHoraL 
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paftoral chiflel ; — I fay, fhould the dcfcription of thcfc four barbarous figures 
coincide in any degree with thofe of Lugan, the intention in fending you my 
hazarded conjedVures will be fully anfwered. 

ferious inquiry into the origin of thofe antient Statues, or what nation tliey 
reprefent, feems worthy the attention of the antiquary, even if not treating 
particularly on the Euxine provinces ; as we know from the Byzantine writers, 
as well as from the evidence of Ammianus Marcellinus, quoted before in a 
note, that they exactly reprefent the marked countenance* of the’lluns, whofe 
bloody ravages and .devaftation is the 5th century had fo great a fliare in weak- 
ening the Weftern Roman empire ; which ended in lefs than 40 years after the 
vifitation of Attila, the fcourge of Gody as he was emphatically called. 

Thefe Statues then, rude as they are, reprefent to the convi(Sion of Pallas, 
and of every other intelligent traveller, the Mongul nation, the conquerors of 
China, India, Ruflla, &c. in different ages; of which the Huns appear evi- 
dently to have been a horde inhabiting thefe deferts on the Ma'otis and Euxine 
at the time of their cruptifin into Europe ; a fadl which feems confirmed by a 
tradition fubfifting among their defeendants, the* Calmouks, ftill dwelling in 
the fame grafly plains ; who fay, that a tribe of their anceftors called in their 
language the Oht horde (this, by the by, is the generic name of the whole 
Mongul nation), emigrated antiently to the Weftern countries, and were pro- 
bably the Hurts of the Roman authors, notwithftanding the difference of name, 
which proves nothing, as the civilized nations of antiquity, like the French 
till very lately, never condefeended to confult "barbarians with regard to their 
real appellation, which they often could not cafily pronounce, but gave them a 
new name, frequently a contemptuous one taken from fomething remarkable in 
their figure, manners’, drefs, arms, or atftions. 

They have all the broad, flat, Calmouk, or Mongul face, and even fome 
part of tlic drefs ftill worn by that nation ; although, in the ti umber of ages 
flnee their creation (for we know they have ftood at leaft 1300 years, and God 
knows how much longer), it is natural to fuppofc that fome parts have been 
changed, more particularly that of the female ; and even fome modification 
of the male garb may have taken place to fuit different climates and modes 
of warfare. For example, the fmall conic cap, or bonnet, ftuck on the crown 
of the head of the Statues (fee the figures of them given by Pallas) is ftill 
cxadlly the charafteriftic cap of the whole Mongul nation in all its fubdivifions, 

Goo though 
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tliough the Ihort caftan, or coat, and the crofs-bclt, is no longer worn by 
them. 

As to the female figures, the cxac^l refemblancc of the features fliow little 
admixture of foreign blood ; while the trefred hair and coral necklace is iHtT 
all their own ; bur tlic cap, as miglit be cxpei^led in fuch a lapfc of time, is 
not that now worn by the Mongul women, or any other in the North of 
Afia. • «» 

I fliall firrhcr remark, that tliofc Statues are feen at unequal diftanres and of 
unequal fculpture, from the Dnieper to the rivers Ural and Irlifh, and even as far 
as the banks of the jenefley^** ; but they gradually fhow a ruder workinanfhip 
Eaflward from the Don ; as if the richer and more civilised hordes had con- 
ftanlly choiien the neighbourhood of t!.c tlirce feas, the Euxinc, Macotis, and 
Cafpian, where the paftiire is richer, and where they could always procure a 
number of defirahle articles'’^ frpm the traders on its fhorcs, in exchange for 
the fuperfluous prochnft of their herds and flocks and, as if the poorer and 
more barbarous tribes Had ,,becn obliged to feck a more fcanty fubfiftence to- 
w^ards Siberia, in a colder climate, and in a more nomade ftate ; for the paucity 
of the tombs and ftatucs in thofe more Eaftern regions fliow that they made no 
very long abode on one fpot; while the barbarous figures, fcarcely human, 
carved on fhapelefs trunks without either garb or extremities, demonftrati, 
that the pafVoral chlfel was {fill Icfs expert there than in the deferts of Scytliia ; 
which, by the wideft latitude of Greece and Rome, did not extend beyond 
the Cafpian* But there are otlicr proofs of the permanent abode of a rich and 
powerful nation in the Kaptchat, as Rubruquis with propriety calls the country 
between the Volga and Ural (the real Tartar name of it) ; for in this diftridl we 
find many ruins of buildings, wliich Pallas thinks all fcpulchral or religious ; 
though the tradition of tlie wandering hordes defeended from the fame people 
points them out as remains of the fovercign refidcncc of the Mongul Chans, or 
princes, in the days of their power and fplendour. Not to mention fmaller 
maffes of ruins, thofe on the Achtuba, which falls into the Cafpian at Aftracan, 

There are other proofs belidc thefe Statues in the conic form of the tombs ot tumuli of 
Siberia, alfo called lyourgans ; and the arched lower part, wliich covers thccorpfes, arms, kc. &c. 
are all the fame. 

Such as cloth, (it^, female ornamefits, liitchen uteiifils. See. and perhaps a Inpply of filh 
£6r the opulent, to change the monotony ol’ their food from the funrounding fcas and riven. 


are 
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nre very cbnlidcrable^ and flill more fo thofc at Madllury on tlic river Kiima ; 
which confiftcd of 3Z buildings as late as the year i;8o, though now reduced 
to four, of which Pallas has given drawings in 1793 * laltly, feven more 
" liCJir the Terek, likewife Ikctched by his drauglitfman, all of Tartar origin, as 
is evident from fcveral kinds of proof, viz. fliapc, conflru^llon, and inferip- 
tions ; thofc on the Aclituba, liowcvcr, are the ruins which bore the llrongcft 
marks of civilized riches (viz. vafes, arms, jewels, and horfe-furniture of gold 
and filvcr) when the tombs were firfl opened ; moll of winch were concealed by 
the finders ; but a part is ftill to be feen in the Imperial mufeum. I of 
Pallas's opinion with regard to the fejmlchral or religious dcllination of all thofc 
ruins, from the known attachment of the Mongols to a camp rcfidcncc, which 
to this day prevents their defeendants, the Calmuc princes, from inhabiting a 
palace built for them by the crown of Ruflia, though placed in their favouiitc 
haunts. 

The lafl obfervation which I fliall make cJn thofc Scytliian remains of an- 
tiquity is, that ibe ancrjlors of the Ruffians feem to have inhabited the Jeferts where 
they J} and in the i^th century for llubruquis found t;hc Koumans there ; and 
we have a proof that the Koumans and Ruffians were the fame people, in the 
famous paflage already quoted in the Tour from the Maccarcan regifier ; a fait 
that 1 have proved in my Ruffian Antiquities,*^ though 1 had no date to 
afeertain the cxa(Sl period when they did fo. Tlic name of Koumans is evi- 
dently derived from tlicir refidence on the river Kuma. 

P'inaliy, we muft be convinced that the army of GingisChan, a part of 
which, under his nephew, Baaty Khan, fettled in the Kaptchat after lub- 
duing Rufiia (the famous Golden horde fo well known in the hifiory of this 
empire), was only a fecond invafion of tlie Monguls at the end of the i jtli 
century, many ages after , their anceflors had already penetrated to and fettled 
in the fame Weftern deferts, as the numerous flatues bearing their national hu e 
aiKl drefs can teftlfy ; although, poffibly, the Tartar conqueior was ignorant ot 
the faft"***, and never fufpccTed that he was only taking poUelilon of the lano: 
of his anceflors in rc-conquering the Kaptchat. 

Ihr 


We have a cnnfirmatlon of this Ijinorical fa«!^ from the Olot*^ or K:<1muk«» tlieinl ^ * 
who aOirm, that long before Tfchiiighis Khan, the grcalctl anrl mighlldi pait of lh( ii . ' 

** made a military expedition Weftward, as far as Afa Minor, and the remaining ftoJ; ( I , 
then obtained the name of Khaiiraak, or thr Separated) loft light of tlicir brctiircn ainoi 1; a. - 

G G 6 a 
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But neither the proofs of the antiquity or riches of the Scythians, or Tartars,- 
(by whichever of the two names we may be difpofed to call the antient in- 
habitants of thefe dcferts) are confined to the Kaptchat ; for the ruins of a 
number of cities defcribed by Mr. Rychkof, in his Topography of the Govern- 
ment of Orenburg (1762), all evidently belonged to the fame people, as well as 
the many antique tombs containing rich arms, &c. on the Tobol and Irtilh, as 
far down as ^the Oljc ; nay even thofc beyond the lake Baikal equally be- 
longed to the fame race of men at a ftill more remote period than the conqueft 
of India or China ; for they certainly were conftrudled before they poileficd 
iron ; all the arms, knives, utenfils, 8cc. found in them being of copper, as 
the points of the Scythian arrows were in the time of Herodotus, who fpcaks of 
an immenfe copper vcflcl made of them on an occafion mentioned in this Tour, 
when each man was ordered to furnifh one. We know that the Antients pof- 
fefled an art of hardening brafs fo as to form inftruments for war, and even of 
fculpture in ftone, now entirely loft. 

A curious fpccies of filvec coin fometimes accompanies the copper accoutre- 
ments in the antique Siberian tombs, bearing a full-blown roft without any in- 
feription ; an indication which may poflibly throw fome light on the period, 
if not on the people, if it attradls the attention of the learned focicty in Bengal, 
to whom we owe fuch a large portion of deep Afiatic rcfcarch in fo ftiort a 
time ; for it is more than probable, that the coin in queftion was from fome 
Afiatic mint. 

mountains of Caucafus ; now it was but natural for them to defeend into the Stepts of the 
Kaptebak, the fpecics of country in whieh all paftowi tribes delight, and to which they had 
been ever accuftomed } for we find all the tribes of Tartars chufc graflfy plains as an abode for 
thcmfclvea and their Ijocks. 

Notwithfianding all the trouble taken by Profcflbr Gcorgi, Mr. Tooke, &c. to diftm- 
gulHi the Mongols, &c. from the Tartars, there is fo much fimilitude in almoft everything 
among all the hordes of paftoral Nomades wandering with their flocks in the Stepts of Afia 
and Europe, that a generic name for the whole will always be employed by cveiy one who 
Is not minutely treating of their fubdivi (ions, let profcATcd hifiorians do what they pleafe to 
prevent it j and, as the general appellation of Scythians in antient times, and Tartars in 
modem, applied to the whole tribes of thofc wanderers, are univcrfally known and received in 
•11 the languages of civilized nations, we lhall dill continue to ufc them, to favc trouble, and avoid 
explanations that arc tircfonie to readers when they do not fit down with the exprefs purpofe of 
fuch invefligaiions ; for which a Lady’s Tour is certainly a very improper place ^ though wc arc by 
10 meaol ignorant of what haa been fatd on the fubje^. 
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As to the antique marble column (Platb II. fig. 7.) that was found by the 
Field-Marfhal Suworof, buried In the earth on the banks of the Cuban (the 
Verdanus, or Antacaetcs, of the Anticnts), near fome antient military works 
of earth, which arc Roman by the tradition of the country it is nine Englifii 
feet high, and four in circumference, and is covered with inferiptions in fome 
language unknown to all our interpreters of the college of foreign affairs, though 
they arc acquainted with the Tartar, Perfian, Arabic, ^’ui-kilh, and Chincfc. 

Conje(?Iure here has a fine field to roam in ; and, as it is free to all, I Hull 
hazard one by way of fetting tht fubjedt, afloat. 

Strabo informs us, that Lcucon II. feventh king of the Bofphorus, during a 
great fcarcity in Greece, fent to his friends the Athenians one hundred thoufand 
Grecian medimi of corn (330 millions of pounds weight), from his city of 
Theodocia (afterwards Caffa), where he then refided ; and the grateful repub- 
licans rewarded him by clet^Iing him a citizen of Athens, then held in high 
efteem by foreign princes, whom the Greeks arrogantly ftilcd barbarians and 
tyrants ; although the reafon of their defiring that honour was, to gain a pro- 
tctflion from the ufurpation and tyranny of the Greek republics, who made 
conftant war upon one or other of them, if for no other objed than to procure 
helots or flaves ; for they permitted no freedom but their own. This event 
was commemorated by three columns ; one of which was fet up in Athens, one 
in the capital of the Bofphorus (Panticapeos, or Bofphorus, now Kerch), and 
a third near the Temple pf the Argonauts, which mull have flood fomewhere 
in the Cuban, on the road between the two antient kingdoms of Bofphorus and 
Colchis ; or in the very diftriA where Count Suworof foundthis antique marble 
column. 

As to the language in which the infeription was written, I think it muft have 
been barbarous, and likely to be now unknown, for the following reafons : 

The column creeled in Athens would certainly be inferibed in Greek ; that 
ercdled in Leucon’s capital would as certainly be inferibed in the language of 
Bofphorus, that his fubjedfs might read it; and the third, crcdled in the 
Cuban, moft probably, would record his being clcdlcd a citizen of Athens 
(whofc fleet then rode triumphant in the Euxine) in the language then predomi- 
nant in the mountains of Caucafus ; asplacing it there could have no other 
objeft than to make known to the neighbouring nations the powerful alliance 
that he had formed. 
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Now the principal nation of Caucafus was the kingdom of Colchis, fituated 
on the Euxine fhorc ; but a city ftill nearer the Ipot where the column was 
fotintl was tlie famous city of Diofeurias, or Seb.aftapolis, the great mercantile 
j)ort of thofc days ; which carried on fo extenlive a commerce, and w^as fre- 
quented by fo many different nations, that the Romans, when they becaine 
mafters of it, found it their intcrcll to keep 120 interpreters tlicrc, as I have, 
before noticed from Arrian, wlio was feot with a Roman fleet to examine and 
regulate thofc countries during the reign of Hadrian. I fliouhl, therefore, 
tliink it moft probable, that the infeription oft Lcucoa's Cuban column would 
be in the language of Sebaftapolis; fo that if the Marfhal had really found tliis 
pillar, (which I will not take upon me to fay that he has,) the writing on it 
would be as unintelligible to us, as is the ini'eription on that now in this city# 
However, fo far I will venture to affert, that there is nothing impofiihlc in its 
being the very column in queftion, even if it liad been always expofed to the 
air, inftead of being buried in the earth ; for fevcral monuments of the fame 
period have come down to us in very good prefervation. Leucon's gift of corn 
is mentioned in an oration of Dcmofthcncs againft Leptines ; and, if I 
remember right, the famous orator was one of Leucon's Athenian friends. We 
learn one more curious fa 6 l from this eloquent fpeech, viz. that Tl>codocia 
was then one of the greateft commercial cities in the antient world ; and Pliny 
tells us, that the exploits of this very fame prince Leucon II. were celebrated 
by the Greek philolbpher Chryfippus, whofc work i.s loll:; fo tJiat, on thcx 
whole, the exilVcnce, gift, and column of the Bofphoric fovereign, is well 
afeertained by claflic authors ; and if we fhould actually poUefs it in Peterfburg^ 
it will be a moft valuable antique indeed. 

It is, probably, unncccffauy to add, that tlic kingdom of Bofphorus was 
fituated on the two fborcs of the ftraits of Jcnikal, or the Cimmerian Bof- 
phorus of the Anticiits, that join tlie Black to the Afolf Sea, and included 
lome part of the Taurida, on one fide as far as the city of Cafta, or Tlieodocia, 
which belonged to it ; and the ifland of Phanagoria, oj; I'aman, on the other; 
with fome part of the Cuban ; poffibly the pofition of Siuvorofs column may 
liave marked its boundary on the fide of Cokhis^'^, its rival in arms and 

commerce ; 

It ft curious Teems to confirm llic crecTion of the two columns in the 

that I luivc indicated above, that I found one Medal of Pantienpeura, and another of Diofcnrlns, 

bearing 
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commerce ; and, indeed, it may have been for that very purpofc that the 
pillar was ereded there } and its infeription may contain nothing more than a 
claim of the territory that it ftooct upon, with the name of the prince who 
erc6lcd it, &c. &c. ; which, I muft own, is fully as probable as its being 
th6 famous column credted by Lcucon on his cle<flion into the body of 
Athenian citizens, however much I may wifh to find th« Attic monument 
in Peterfburg. 


ROMAN ENTRENCHMENTS, 

The laft fubjee^ that I fhall glance at in palling is, the military earthen 
works, called Roman, near which Suworof lound the before -mentioned 
column. I , 

Now I cannot conceive on what occafion it coul(n>e that the Romans threw 
them up ; for, although Miihridates cfcapcd to the Bofphorus by this road 
after his defeat by Pompey near the Euphrates, in the year 65 before Chrift, 
and although his conqueror made every effort to follow him, ftill we know 
that the Albanians gave him fo much employment in palling through their 
country, even making him turn back to chaftife them when he had got down 
to Colchis on the lea Ihore, that he never could get lb far as the Cuban before 
he heard of the death of the old hero, lubdued at laft only by domcftic 
treafon, after keeping the Romans at bay for thirty years, and often defeating 
their legions. It is more probable, that Mithridates may haVc thrown up 
thefc works on getting to his kingdom of Bofphorus (then governed by a 
treacherous fon), to defend its entry againft the Romans, or, he may have 
crerted them on a former occafion, when, as we arc told by Appian, the 
old king was engaged in a militiu-y expedition againft the Achfcans in the 
Cuban, during the. only. refpite that he ever had from the rcftlefs republicans 
during his long reign, by the fricndfhip of Sylla, who kept them quiet for a 
time ; but on the death of the Didlator they fell upon him again, and he was 

bearing each a column on the Rtverfe-, and 1 have given a Iketch of both in LcUera LXXXVIII. 
and LXXJ^IX. of this Tour. 
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fuddcnly called from this very expedition in the Cuban, to defend his own 
dominions againfl the Romans. Thus, there are two occafions on which the 
warlike king of Pontus may have thrown up the works fecn by our MarrtiaU 
but I know of none when the Romans could have done it, unlels it was after 
their becoming poflclfors of the Greek cities on this coaR, the neareft of 
which to thefe intrencliments, was Pytius Magna, down upon the fea Ihore, 
above a hundred miles diftant ; fo that I ftill do not fee what they were to do 
witli military worlcs at the river Cuban. The Bofphorut was always governed 
by its own kings tributary to the Romans, ‘after the death of Mithridates, who 
poifoned himfelf in Kerch, the Panticapeos of the Greeks, and Panticapeum 
of the Romans. 



( ) 


N° IV. 


COPY 

Of a Paper by the EDITOR, on fomc curious objects of Antiquity found 
in the Antient Greek Tombs mentioned in Letter V. of the TOUR, as 
having been lately difeovered at the Mouth of die Dniester, or Tyrab, 
and now in his Collcdlion. 

[ Tranlinktcd to the Society of Ant!quari«i. J 


StR» 

In a Paper prefented in 1795 to the Antiquarian Society of London’**, and 
read on the 20th of November of that year, as I fee by a letter of thanks now 
before me, I mentioned fomc antient tombs juft then difeovered by Major- 
General Wollant, a Dutch engineer in the fcrvice of Ruflia, in digging the 
foundation of a new fort on the North fhor# of the Euxine, or Black Sea, near 
the mouth of the Dniefter, the Tyras of the Antients. We know, from both 
Greek and Roman authority, that Grecian, and afterwards Roman colonies 
were planted on that coaft, more cfpccially toward the mouths of the larger 
rivers, which ran through Scythia into the Black and Afoff Seas ; fuch, for 
inftance, as the colony and city of Tyras on the river of tliat name, now the 
Dniefter, where thefc tombs are found ; tlic city of Olbia, or Olbiapolis, on the 

For the fubflance of this firfl Pai)er, fee Letters V. and '.’I. 

Boryfthcnei, 


H 11 If 
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Boryfthcnes, now the Dnieper ; and Tanais, on the river Tanais, now Afoff;: 
on the Don, ice. &c. 

It is, however, aqueftion, to which of thefe antient nations the newly- 
difeovered fepulchrcs belong, although it is pretty evident that they appertained 
to one of them, from the form of the vafes, Handing one at each end of thofe 
curious tombs (or rather OHuarii), from the allies and penates conftantly 
contained within them, and the fepulchral lamp as conftantly found Handing 
on the top of each, &c. 

I forgot to mention in my former Paper, -ihat there is nothing in antiquity 
which conveys fojuft an idea of thefe uncommon tombs as the Ojfuariwn^ 
or fquare box, in which the Antlcnts fent home tlie bones and alhes of a 
perfon deceafed abroad ; for, I believe the Area, or Loculus, as well as the 
Sarcophagus, were appropriated to tlic corpfe in its entire Hate, like the 
coffin of the moderns, and never, tliat I recollecft, to the burnt remains of the 
funeral pile. 

Indeed, I believe that they were little ufed except for cliildren, who were 
not burnt before they had cut their teeth, after the introdurtion of the latter 
prat^lice. It is impoffible for a naturalift, when fpeaking of the Sarcophagus, 
even to the Antiquarian Society, whofe line of rcfearch may poffibly not 
extend fo far, not to wiffi fome inquiry inftituted into the nature of the cauftic 
Hone with which tliat flefh-confuming-coffin was made which dccon^ofed a 
corpfe in 40 days. I own myfelf ignorant of fuch a foflil, and cannot 
conceive of what fpecies of earth it could be compofed. 

. It is true, our calcareous Hones, when deprived by. fire of their fixed air„ 
or carbonic acid gas, poflefs that quality ; but they fall to pieces on abforbing 
the humidity of the atmo 4 phere ; now, even fuppofing that this were prevented 
by inftantly burying the Sarcophagus and its contents in dry fand (an improbabla 
luppofition for many reafons), yet, as we arc told that this curious Hone waa 


*•» I have glveo other proof*, drawn from medah and Greek infeription* fent roe from the North 
fliorc of the Euxioc, in a little work lUll in Manufeript, which will fen'e as a continuation of my 
Kudian Antiquities,” fmec the countries that 1 have now treated of arc become a part of the 
Kufliian empire by the peace of Kainargt and Jnfly j nay, I believe we might venture to fay, that 
they arc only reftored to this empire, if we arc to give credit to tlic conquefts of the Ruffian her© 
SwetoHaf, or Sviatollav, and his illuilrious fon Volodirair the Greats as recorded in the Chronicle 
Nefior. 


broughti 






APPENDIX. 


419 


brouglit from the town of Aflbs in Troas, it muft have contrailcd iiumidity 
on the way, and of courfc could not be our liinc-ftonc rendered cauftic by the 
procefs of burning. 

But, indeed, Diofeorides, Pliny, and Galen, make it a very different ftone, 
light, fpungy, and friable, and covered with a mealy powder called the flowers 
of Affian-ftone. They fay, or rather Galen fap, that this powder had a faltifh 
tafte, and was of fo cauftic a nature, that it corroded flelh much fooner than 
the ftone itfelf : while Diofeorides tells us, that the ftoilc was • of a grcyifli 
colour, with numerous ypllow veins. 

An inquiry then into the exiftcncc and nature of this curious ftone, I 
prefume to fuggeft to the Antiquarian or Royal Societies ; and in tlie mean 
time fhall write to the Ruflian ambaflfador atConftantinople (an old acquaintance), 
to endeavour to procure me a fjpecimen of the famous AflTian ftone, if ftill to 
be met with on the antient fpot. • 

To return to the more Immediate fubjeA of .this letter, I have lately received 
from the North fhore of the Euxine two of the curiofities found in the newly- 
difeovered tombs ; viz. one of the Vafes, and one* of the IVnatcs, which, as 
they may poflibly ferve to throw fome light on the fubjedl:, I lhall here deferibe 
and accompany my paper with accurate drawing^ as I formerly did tlic tomb 
(fancifully fuppofed by fome people to be that of Ovid), with the exa(R flcetch 
fent me by the General himfelf, which I hope ferved to render my account 
of it more intelligible to the learned Society. The Vafe is of a handfome fhape ; 
and fo very large, that it is a wonder to fee it brought upwards of aooo verfts 
by land perfectly entire in all its parts. It appears to me to be the (Xa^o;) 
Cados of the Greeks, and the Amphora of the Romans, or the common wine 
vcflTel of both nations. 1 have, however, obtained a collateral proof of this 
faift, by meafuring tlic quantity of liquid that it contains, after corking the 
hole always left in the bottom of this fpecies of vellcl for the convtoience 
of cleaning it when empty 

It 

• 

I have given below tlic cxa<^ dlmcnfions for tliofc Wlio make a of fuch objc£h of 
antiquity : 

Fest, Irshat, 

Heiglity when flanding upright — * $ 

Circumference at the belly, or largcft part ' — 3 n 

■ at the bottom, where it tapers down i a 

Him Clrcumfcrcncr 
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It is well known, that the Cados and Amphora held two urn», or forty- 
eiglil fextarii ; now, counting a pint and a half to a fextarius, the forty- 
eight fextarii make juft nine gallons, or thirty-fix bottles, exadtly the quantity 
that filled my val'e. 

Other qiicftions now arife : How came the Amphora, or its fubdivifions (for I 
have fecn drawings of both the urn® and modi found there), to be the fpecies 
of vafe conftantly found in our Scythio-Grccian fepulchres, and nev'er with 
any afhes in« tliem | as if they had been placed there for Lachrymal urns? 
Tliis is a ridiculous fuppofition, as tlic company of mourners muft have beea 
large indeed, who could be fuj>i)ofcd to have wept my Amphora full. How- 
ever, the hole at tlic bottom was pn/bably plugged with cork, or fome fuch 
perifhablc matter, according to the cultom of thcAntients; in which cafe, it 
jnuft have been docompofed in a lapfe of ages; and the afhes, if ever they 
contained any, returned to tlicir kindred earth fome hundred years before 
pur pioneers difeovered tliofe rpanfions of the dead : fo that it feems difficult 
to determine whether the urns were originally empty or full, though one would 
;ratlicr hippofc the latter to he the cafe. 

I am, in fome mcafure, entitled to fpeak thus pofitively of the great antiquity 
of thefe urns, from a curious circumftancc attending mine ; viz. its being 
iiicrullatcd with fea J]?clls in afojjtk Now thU evidently demonftrates 

two 


fat, [uthes, En^ll/ht^ 

Circumference at tlic neck — — — i 6 

J.ength of the neck •— — — — o lo 

— — of each handle — — — — o Jij 

The two handles, almoft flraiglit, are fixed to within about an incli 
of the lop, or mouth. 

Diameter of the inoulli — • — — o .Cl 

of the Iuv]e at the bottom — — — 04 

N. B. There ij* jult rt>om left to admit die liands cafdy between tlic vafe and the handles in, 
Uftlng it. 

I am aware that this Is very iinphilofophicnl I.angnap;c at the end of the iSlh century, when 
the human corplc is fuppofed to rcfolvc into the ehUlic duiJs of which it is compofed } but iiill, 
if I were pcrfci^lly convinced of the fai^, the EngliOi language does not yet yield to fuch flights 
before dinner, when a man writes in profe. 

The ihcHs, though fomewhat changed in their foflilc flate, and by the friftion of fo long 
i lauddourncy, feem to be the genera of Anemia, MaCtra, Oilerca> and probably Cardium ; the 

whole 
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two things} firft, tluit they could not have' originally been buried very deep to 
have been overflowed by the fea; fecondly, that they were then within the 
reach of that clement, although found at a great cliftance from the Luxine,^ 
with ten feet of earth above them. 

I need not fay much upon this fuhjetff, to convince thofe who have paid 
attention to fuch phoenomena, that thefe two laft-mcniioned ftuHs indicate a 
high antiquity ; as the retreat of the fea is a very gradual and flow operation, 
and ii.e tormation of a certain quantity of vegetable earth no lei's fo*. 

la mj leading I recollert but erne fpot on the globe that futniflics us with 
data wiicretVom to judge of the time that vegetable earth takes to form, and 
tliat is the fmall quan ity as yet collected on a flratum of lava thiown out liy 
/Etna 2000 years ago, during the fccond Punic war. 

We know th.at, during the flege of Syracufc by the Romans, a detachment 
fent to its relief from I'auronienum was flopped by this flream of lava, whicli 
had already reached the (ea when the troops cartie up to it, and on th.at account 
were obliged to make a circ’uit of a hundred miles another w.ay, to reach tlic 
place of their deftination. Now this antient kva his accumulated but a fcanty 
covering of vegetable earth in two thoufand years, not fufficlcnt to be arable, 
or to produce cither corn or vines*’*. 

Judging then from this folitary inflance (for I know of no other), my vafe 
muft be ot high antiquity, by the quantity of earth colle('>cd over it, even 
fuppofing tliat it was originally buried four feet below the furface ; for there 
will flill remain an accumulation of fix, which certainly indicates a kapfe 
of many ages. As to the time that the Euxine m.ay have taken to retreat to 
its prcl'ent bed, I have not the fame data to go upon, for want of the exart 
diltance between tlic tombs and the new fea-mark ; but h.ave .applied to friends 
on the fpot for the required meafurement ; which, when obtained, may, I 
believe, be of fomc ufe ; as even in Britain yoahave land gainerl from the fea, 
and in all pro'nability hiflorical records of its gradual incrcal'c; it is always 
undcrllood, however, that accumulations of fand arc out of the queflion, for 


whole interwoven like net-work, liy Serpnia, inifl.ikcn by tliofc wlio fent rnc tire vafe for petrified 
earth-worrai, wliith ihcy certainly rcfemt.lr very nincli. lire incrnliaiiort adheres fo firmly, 
that the vafe would probably break in feparating any part of it, if aU;'m|itcd. 

See the account of the hifiorian of ytCuia, Signior Keaipcio, in the l iifi Volume of Biy- 
doue'i Traveb through Sicily and Malta, page 1 2^. 


evident 
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evident reafons, I fhall now finifli the fubjeft of my Amphora, with re- 
marking, that its having been employed in ah 3 fpogca feems not peculiar . to ' 
the North fliore of the Eiixinc, as I fee five fcpulchral and lachrymal urns’”, 
all of this form, in the plates of Andrew Bardon, Profefibr in the Royal 
Academy of Tainting in Paris ; nay, one of them has even a plug ftill re- 
maining in the bottom hole of the Amphora ; fo that it has either lain a Ihorter 
time in the earth than mine, or been placed in a drier fituation, with the cork 
or plug well covered with rofin, whicli we fee has preferred Egyptian mummies 
for fomc thoufand years, in the dry fituatiorts w'here they are found. 

The other prefent that 1 have received from the fame place is, one of the 
Penates found in thole antient tombs, or ofloarii on the Tyras ; but very different 
from the little delicate female bull deferibed in my laft ; for, on the contrary, 
this figure has its virility ftrongly marked by a large bufhy beard, and the 
Phallus moft confpicuoufly and Angularly placed a little below the middle 
of his belly, in lieu of a navel ; while four nymphs arc climbing upon 
his bodj’. 

Which of the heathen ‘gods of antiquity this curious houfehold god was 
intended to reprefent, is not for me to determine in a country where there is 
fo little afliftance to be had in fucli inquiries. 

This figure, made of tlie fame potter’s clay as the urns, fepukhral lamps, 
buft, &c. found in the Euxine hypogea, has a wcll-cxecuted head, placed 
on one of the fquare lhapelcfs trunks that always reprefent the body of Ter- 
minus, and fometimes that of Priapus wlicn charged with the care of a 
garden ; three female figures arc reprefented at different heights clinging to liis 
lidcs ; nay, one of them has got aftride his right flioulder, and feems looking 


In Vol. T. Plate 51, Barilon givei a fcpulchral urn of the Amphora form, dlilinguinicd from 
all other vafes by always tapering to a point towards the bottom j fo as not to ftand upright with- 
out being lUick in the ground i an excellent conftrudion for wine vclTrls, as they iruift alwtyi 
have born laid on their fides till buried in the cartli, which would fwell the cork and prevent 
minmnnicatiim with the atmofphcre. In Plate 5a, he gives two more. In plate 60, a lachrymal 
urn of the fame rtiope, with the word Amitl/e and two heart! on iU fidc^ w^uch Ihow that it 
was dedicated to Fricndlliip. In Vol. II, Plate 76, a fourth \ and, laftly, in Plate 69, he gives a 
fuotl curious lachrymal urn of the Amphora form, with the head of one of the hired female 
juourners, or /Vf/>/Vsr, ferving as a cover, or ftopj^er, to its upi)er orifice, or mouth* 

N. B. One of thefe Amphorae (the fuil mentioned above) has a cork or plug in the 
lower hole. 


ever 



APPENDIX. 


493 


•vcr the old man’s head at a fourth, offering at his feet what looks like a pyc^. 
or fomc kind of very large fruit, poffibly a water-melon, the mod common 
produ<dion of the country, to cool him, or to gain permiflion to climb up after 
her comrades'. 

Notwithftanding his wanton companions, and indecent ventral ornament, t 
eannol believe this pagan deity intended for Priapus, as he is perfcftly devoid 
of the leer, the horns, the ears, and the laurel or vine crown of the lafeivious 
clallic god ; unlcfs it ftiould be fomc colonial modificatiftn of him, poflibly 
Scythian ; as Herodotus tells us, tjiat even as early as the time when he vifiied 
Ills countrymen fituated on this coaft, they had already adopted many of the 
liitcs and cuftoms of the Scythians with whom they had long intermarried, and 
in return given their own mythology and rites to fevcral tribes whom lie 
names. 

Further inquiry Into the nature and origin of my Penates I muft leave to the 
learned Society, and content myfelf with rcuiarking, that I liavc fomcwherci 
feen the print of a Nilometrc fonicthing like ir; for, if I remember riglir^ 
female figures attached at dificrent heights to the oUl god of that famous river 
(perfonified not unlike mine,) marked the different altitudes of the Nile during 
its rile from the Tropic rains. Should, therefore, my Penates be fuppofed of 
Egyptian manufadlure, there is no great miracle in its being found at the mouth 
of the Tyras ; as I have fliown, in another work before alluded to in this Letter, 
tliat Egypt had antiently planted a colony on tlic Eaft fide of the Kuxine, at no 
very great difiance, viz. in the antient kingdom of Colchis; probably at tho 
time when your Learned Prefident tells us, in his Differtalion on the Siege 
of Troy, that the Egyptians were mafters of tliefc feas, had fubdued a part 
of the coaft of Afia Minor, and left a colony in Greece. Now all tlic colonics 
on the fhoresol the Euxinc had much commercial intercourfc, and carried on 
a conftant exchange or barter of their rcfpcAivc commodities ; bur, above 
all, the mcrchanclifc of Colcliis. w’us in univcrfal demand, as that antient 
kingdom not only cultivated the weed of the Nile, but likcwilc made 
fail-cloth and cordage of it; bcfidcs furnifliing tiiulxM* fur the confi ruiflion 
of fhips from Moiuit C^iucafus ; fo that it was the great mart of naval ftorcs in 
thofc days, as likewife for Eaft India goods, then brought to Colchis l)y the 
Cafpian, Cyrus, and Phafis ; when, therefore, we add to thofc fourccs of 
wealth, the gold wafhed down from its mountains by torrents tlirough the bed 
of the famous gold-rolling Hypaiis (which they ufed to collcdl by linking woolly 

fbeej)- 
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Ihecp-flvins In the brook), farmed to this day to Jews by the Turks, it is little 
wonder if its riches allured a fet of needy Grecian adventurers, or that they 
made a fort of miracle of their Argonaiitic expedition in the infancy of their 
navigation ; and it certainly was a great exploit for them, though I much doubt 
whether either the Phmnicians or Egyptians would have thought fo fhort and 
trifling a voyage worth recording. As, however, this firfl: trip to the Black 
Sea opened a ^vidc field of commerce to thefe young merchants, their rulers 
arted politically in* making a noife about it, with the ftory of the Golden 
I'lcecc, lee, fprobably only one of the woolly flieep-lkins drawn out of the 
Hypafis bcfpangled with particles of gold) to direct the attention of their 
juvenile navigators to the Euxinc; where pifacy, when refifted, would foon 
end in peaceable barter and commercial connexion, as was afterwards the 
cafe, 

I ihall now conclude this long letter with acknowledging myfelf at prefent a 
convert to General Wollant’s opinion relative to the Grecian origin of the 
Tombs that he dlfcovered ; lincc I am now in poffefiion of data to form an 
opinion upon ; which was ciot the cafe when I wrote lafV, nor had I then made 
fo paiticular a ftudy of the antient and modern hiftory of the country where 
they were found •, and I now agree with liim, that they fcein to have been 
depofited many ages before Ovid’s exile to the North fliore of the Euxine*‘^^ 

I mentioned in my former Paper, that the General founded his opinion on 
the exqnilitc workmanfhip of the little buft which the late Emprefs, on 
comparing with otlvcrs in her fine collc6lion of antiquities, thought to refemblc 
the bcautiliil daughter of Auguftus (the fccrct, though not the oftcnfible caufe 
of !hc poet’s exile') ; and on this circumfiancc, joined to that of the lake at the 
nioiuh of the Dnieper, where it was found, bearing ftill the name of Ovid in 
the language of the country, was founded the opinion, that the buft of Julia 
Jiad been difeovered in the aflics of her old lover, the unfortunate Roman 
bard. Rut General Wollanr, on tlie contrary, maintained, that both the face 
and workmanfliip was Grecian, while the print of the human ikin, ftill vifible 
on the buft, thowed It to havx been formed by the 'fingers of wot clay, and 

In<lrprndcnt of much v.^hiablc Information fnrmlhril me by friends on the North fhore 
of tin* Euxinc, I was nmiiy y( ars' ago h nt thither myfelf by the late Emprcls on profciVional 
duty; a j<»»irurv that fiiggctlcd the firll idea of iny former work, from the number of antique 
culloin^, X'c. Nvhnh I remarked Iti travelling through Rnlhj, Moldavia, the autient Scythia, Bee, 
iidides furnilhing fomc inatcriah for the iVork that lam now engaged in. 


afterwardf 
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afterwards baTced, according to the practice of the Greeks ; and that the hair 
gathered up on the forehead, in form of a crefeent, indicated a buft of Diana, 
who then had her temple in the Taurida, or Crimea, at no great diftance, and 
was worfliipped on all this coaft. I likewife made two remarks which luul 
efcaped my friend, though they made ftrongly for his hypotheds viz. that a 
Grecian colony (that of I’yras) once ftood at the mouth of the Dnieller ; and 
that I obferved three Creek letters Ato- on one of the vafes pi the Ijcetch that he 
had himfelf made for me, and which I had the honour of tranfmitting to (lie 
Antiquarian Society; to wIioniTbeg to prefent a fccond time my humble 
refpedls ; and to you. Sir, the thanks and compliments of 

Your very obedient humble fervant. 


Imperial Corps of Noble CadeU in St. Pclcribur^, 
Aug%{fi 20, J798.* 


M. GUTHRIE. 


P. S. A pair of much better eyes, than mine, belonging to an ingenious 
young portrait-painter, who called to draw my antiques (though much out 
of his line), inftantly difeovered, that the offering wliich tlie Nymph is making 
at the feet of my penates, is a ranis hcadj which I now fee clearly myfclf by 
the help of my glafs, fince it was pointed out to me. This difeovery fccms to 
ftrengthen a furmife which I formerly threw out, tliat my penates might have 
been intended to reprefent Priapus, or, poflibly, Pan^ wliofe bufliy-brardcd 
head appears fo often with much propriety on coins (truck in a conn »y of 
ihepherds. I have defcribcd thofe of Olbio on the Dnieper, Clierlou in the 
Taurida, and Panticapeos on the Cimmerian Bofphorus, all bearing a head 
of Pan, However, as conjedture is allowed on fuch occafions, may not this 
figure reprefent the genius of the fmall pcninfula of Hcraclea Cherfonefus (at 
no great diftance), the ftcred fitc of the Tauric Diana’s Temple, once wor- 
(hipped on all this coaft, and whofc buft was found in one of thefe tombs ? 
What fuggefted this idea was, that the little pcninfula, which was feparated 
from the large peninlula of Taurica Cherfonefus, by the famous fortified 
wall built by the Heraclcans from the oppolite coaft (when they left a 

III colony 
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colony here, and wm afterwards taken by Mithrtdates's General I^r^hantes, 
when he fubdued its tyrant Scilurus and his fifty fons), fo much refcmbles, 
on a good map, a ram’s head, that the Greeks called it Criu Mttopon ; though 
I obferve, that fome geographers only apply that name to one of its pro- 
montories, which makes the nofe of the ram, while the two capes at the 
entrance of the noble port of Sebaftapol, where the RulHan fleet now rides (the 
Sinus Fortuofus of the Antients), makes its two horns. 



( ♦*’ ) 


N”. V. 




A THIRD PAPER, 

y 

Sent at the fame Time with the Sicons (as a kind of Appendix), 
Augufta5, 1798. 

I STILL poflefs anothcf curioas relick of antiquity, likcwife fent me from the 
ihores of the Euxine ; but, as 1 have no proof of its connexion with the 
antient Tombs, the fubjedl of my two papers to the Society, I thall deferibe it 
thus feparatcly ; though I have litdc doubt that that Learned Body will think 
k worthy their attention. 

Moll unfortunately, I could procure no certain information with regard to 
the cxadl fpot where it was found, and other interelling circumllances attending 
its difeovery ; and could only learn from the Gentleman who prefented it to * 
me, that he had it from an inhabitant of the North Ihore of the Euxine, who 
had purchafed it from a Tartar on the coaft. 

The workmanlhip appears Egyptian; and I Ihould think that the figure 
may reprefent one of the Priclls of the Nile ; from the lower part of the man 
terminating in the mouth of a crocodile, while the upper part of his face 
is veiled by the hood of his black gown, or upper mantle, and his legs and 
feet are concealed from public view by a particular arrangement of his under- 
garment ; all peculiarities of dre6 that ferve to indicate fome particular facer- . 
dotal miniftry in the Pagan worlhip of the Nile, at Icaft as far as the llile 
of fculpture, and the appropriated emblem of the crocodiUy can fix it on that 
antUnt feat of fcience and the arts. 


Ilia 


This 
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This little flatiie, which is only two inches and a quarter high, is cut out 
of a fimll block of marble ii deux couches, compofcd of one black and one 
wljite layer. Out of the white layer, the fculptor has formed the whole figure 
of the man, in a ftift’ upright pofition, with his left arm croifed over his 
breaft; while with the right he is holding his under garment gathered up into 
folds, in a particular manner, fo as to form a kind of bag to conceal his feet 
from the eyes yf fped^ators. 

The fecond, or black layer of marble, is chiirded into a fpecies of loofe 
flowing mantle, or gown, which merely adherts to his back, without covering 
any part of tlie human figure, except the forehead, eyes, and nofe ; leaving 
tlie white mouth and beard to contraft ftrongly with the black upper part 
of the face. 

The body of the gown (for I fuppofe it to be the hood that is drawn over the 
head) falls down the back, and terminates a little below the feet, in form of the 
upper jaw of a crocodile ; as if the whole mantle w'as formed of the Ikin of that 
amphibious animal, with the head hanging downwards ; as we fee the Ikins 
of lions and tigers thrown over the flioulders of the heroes of antiquity during 
the period of Nimrodian atchievemenr. 

You mud not, hqwever, fuppofe tliat all this is lightly exprelTed by the 
Egyptian fculptor; on the contrary, this little black mantle is a heavy clumfy 
piece of drefs, more like a mattrafs for thicknefs, than an airy robe; fori 
took a bold poetic licence in reprefenting it as flowing on his back, merely to 
convey the idea of its covering no part of the body, but falling in a ffraight 
. line from the head down to the feet. 

On the back of this fpccies of ftone mummy (for tlie ftiffnefs and conftrained 
attitude of tlie little figure almoft places it in tliat clafsj is engraven a line 
of charatflers (certainly not hieroglyphics) that extends the whole length of the 
rube ; but what they mean I mnft leave to the Learned Society tq difeover. 

I entertain hopes, that tlic iiilcription, joined^to the peculiarities of drefs fo 
remarkable in the figure now defcribed,mayenablc fomc Member of the Society 
who has made the antiquities of Egypt a favourite ftiidy, to give us fome 
information on the fubjet^t : while, in the mean tiirc, I ihall conclude with 
oblerving, that the findir g of this Egvptian rclick on the lliorc of the Euxine 
feems in fomc meariuC to drengthen the opinion of a colony from that nation 
being once fettled in Oilchis, as allerted by the Antients, and by the in- 
habitants thcmlelves in the time of Herodotus ; who informs us of a very 

eflential 
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•flcntial faA, \iz. that they alone of all the numerous nations of Caucafus 
pra^lifed cmmtifm. 

Since writing the two foregoing papers I have received the required infor- 
mation relative to the diftance between the antient Tombs and the Euxine ; 
which is juft twelve verfts and a half, or a little more than eight Englilli 
miles. Admiral dc Ribos, late commander in chief of, all th^ fortifications 
cretfting in thofe countries, and under whom General Wollant atfted as 
engineer, moft obligingly furni(h€d me with the required diftance, and liktwilc 
put into my hand a very accurate furvey of the fpot taken by the able foreign 
engineers employed on that fcrvice ; from which I fee that the fort, in digging 
the foundation of which the tombs were difeovered, is two verfts and a 
half fartlicr from the fea than the City of Ovidopol, founded by order of 
the late Emprefs on the Liman or lake at the mouth of the Dnicfter, 
bearing the name of Ovid to this day in the language of the country; which 
circumftance, with the difeovery of the tomb fuf^ietfted to belong to the fame 
•Roman poet, feems to have determined her Majcfty as to the name of her 
new city. 

In taking leave of the Society, it may not be improper to declare, that 
my objeft in colledling the many Greejc and Roman medals, inferiptions, 
and other remains of antiquity, which I have procured from the North fliorc 
of the Euxine (more efpecially from the Tauric Cherfonefus, tlic ifland of 
Phanagoria, the antient kingdom of Bofphorus, &c.) is far from being mere 
curiofity ; but to promote a favourite inquiry into the antient hiftory of thefc 
once famous countries. I fhould, therefore, efteem myfclf particularly for- 
tunate, if any Member of the Antiquarian Society, who lias likewife turned 
his attention to the fame claftlc region, fo long fhut up from refearch by the 
barbarous policy of the ignorant Turks, would communicate his idcjis on the 
fubjedt ; as it would mucli aflift my inquiries, wliich muft naturally grow 
‘languid- in a part of the world where fo few take an intereft in fuch 
difquifitions. 

Diftantly lituated as I have been for near 30 years, I have the honour 
of knowing perfonally but very few of your members, or, indeed, of thofe 
of any other Literary Society with which I correfpond Your Learned 
Prefident, however, is well known to me by hi<i writings, and feems to be 
the gentleman who, of all others of late, has c.arried iiis relcarclies neaicft to 

my 
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my range of imjurry. Should any thing have appeared relative to thofe 
countries, which has not as yet reached RuSia (for I know of nothing but tho 
excurfions of Mr. Dallaway, confined to the South fhore of the Euxine),^ 
pray be fo kind as to favour me with the title of the book, that I may get it 
over with the firft king’s meflenger, fhould our navigation be frozen up; and 
you will confer a particular obligation on,' Sir, 

Your very humble fcrvant, 

M. GUTHRIE. 


P. S. The upper part of the face being covered, I am told, was a pradlice 
with the Egyptian priefts; to indicate, that the Source of the Nile (lately 
difcovcred by Bruce) was then hidden from the knowledge of its mioifters,. as. 
well as from the world at large. 
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[/• this and the following Article, in which the fubje^s alluded to are further and mart 
correSlfy conjidered than before, many repetitions will necejfarily occur ; for which 
the EpiTOR entreats the indulgence of the candid Reader. JJ all the former part 
of the Work had not been printed previoujly 'to theft being prepared, the new 
matter would hove been incorporated with the preceding Papers of the Avrbndix, 
and the repetitions thus avoided.] 


DESCRIPTION 

Of fotne curious GreciarTombs difeovered at the Mouth of the Dniester, 
the Tyras of the Antie;4T8, with the Antiques found in them i one 
of which is in the Imperial Cabinet, and two in the Poffeflion of Dr. 
GUTORIE in St. Petersburg. 

Since I n^ote the two Memoirs to the Antiquarian Society of London, 
relative to tive Grecian Tombs difeovered at the mouth of the Dniefter, I have 
had fuiHcient leifurc to ftudy the curious antiques found in them (now in the 
Imperial and my own colledlion) with much more attention than I could then, 
for fevcral reafbns ; and am, therefore, enabled to treat the fubjcdl more 
thoroughly ; which I fhall do in the following Paper, and bring the whole 
under one point of view as a Supplement to Mrs. Guthrie’s Tour to the 
Evxinb Sea, with which it has # natural connexion ; although I (hall be 
obliged, in concentrating here the whole information that I have at different 
times received, to repeat feme things mentioned in her Letters from the fpot. 

About 
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About ciglit years ago tljat able Dutch engineer, Major-General Wollant, 
in digging the foundation of a new fort eredling on the Linun or lake at the 
mouth of the Dniefter, the Tyras of the Antients, where it falls into the 
Pontus Euxinus, or Black Sea, difeovered a number of antique tombs ten feet 
below the prefent furface of the earth, and feven verfts from the prefent bed 
of the Fuxine ; two marks of high antiquity, as fliall be Ibmvn at the end 
of this paper, by proofs drawn from natural hillory. 

Each of tlfofc ftofle coffins (fee the Engravino in Letter V. of the Tour), 
which Antiquaries may call an OnTuarium, .Area, Loculus, or Sarcophagus, 
as they think fit (though I Ibould think the laft term improper where the 
cauftic ftone had no corpfc to aA upon and confume), contained burned bones, 
or affies ; and fometimes a fmlll figure, or penates, of baked clay lay buried in 
the calcined remains of the funeral pile ; only two of which have found their 
way to this city, viz. the beautiful female bull (mentioned in General 
Wollant*s letter to me given below), now in the cabinet of his Imperial 
Majcfty, and the curious male figure in my. own ' collcdlion, which I called 
a Penate in my Paper to the* Antiquarian Society, merely to give a better idea 
of the nature of my antique by that well-known name ; though well aware that 
the Greeks had no Dii Penates, objeAs of fuperllition which the Romans did 
not derive from that refined people, to whom they bwed fo much, but from 
the Trojans when Eneas brought his houfehold gods with him to Italy. How« 
ever, in holding thus the language of antiquity, I do not mean to enter into^ 
or vouch for, the hifiorical veracity of the event. 

Before I proceed to deferibe the curious obje^ mentioned above, his 
Excellency’s letter to me, announcing his 'difeovery, with his opinion of them, 
will make a proper introdu(5lion to the obfervations which I gjall take the 
liberty of 'Offering to the publick. The following is an exaA tranllation of 
General Wollant’s letter from the original in French : - 

“ Sir, 

It appean to me, that the little antique bull wlii^h we difeovered on the 
banks of the Liman of the Dnieller, named Laculi OviMi by the natives of the 
country, may merit your attention } and I am forry that important occupations 
have prevented me till now from informing you of the chailte which put us in 
polfelfion of the beautiful antique fo worthy the attention of connoilleurs. 

** It reprefents the head of a very handfome woman, and may be about 
three inches hig^, made of baked clay, and of exquifitc workmanlhip j bearing 

marks 
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marks of having been formed merely by the fingers, without the ufc of any 
kind of inifrument. The profile is Grecian, and the licad-drcfs that of Diana; 
her hair is divided in front into two knots, which form together a fpecics of 
crefeent ; the back of the head is covered with a veil ; and althougli that drapery 
feems but (lightly wrought, ftill it is highly finifhed, and anfwers well to the 
reft of the buft. 

“ This antique, fo worthy of attention, was found in one of the Tombs 
which we daily difeover in our works at the fortifications erc(Ting on the banks 
of the above Liman (lake) of the Dnicfter; and the conftru<£lion of thcle 
fepulchres is as curious as interefting. 

“ Five flat ftones of a fpathic fchiftus ((late) compofc a fpecies of urn'^t 
which contains human bones, charcoal, and in general a fort of broken 
fepulchral lamp, with ajar, all of the fame baked clay. I fend you a Draw/ing 
of the Tomb in which the buft was found, with two large jars (one of which 
the Writer afterwards received), (landing irf the pofition rcprticnial in my 
(ketch. My conjectures lead me to fuppofc that our buft reprefents a |)enate 
goddefs buried with the a(hes of the dead ; who by the fiae of the tomb, and 
being furni(hed with two vafes, while the others have but one, feems to have 
been a perfon of diftinClion. The head-drefs of the buft leads to a fiippofitioft 
that it muft be the figure of Diana, if the veil docs not rather indicate one 
of her prieftefles, or a veftal virgin. Some people will have it to be a head 
of Julia, from finding its great rcfemblance to the portrait of that unfortunate 
princefs preferved to us on medals; and they arc the more confirmed in that 
opinion from tlic lake on which tlic Tomb (lands bearing the name of Ovid in 
the tradition of the country j but (Irong rcafons permit us to deny that ever 
Ovid was beyond the Danube. I have the lionour to be with much con- 
fideration, &c.” 

On this Letter from General Wollant I (hall remark, that as to the opinion 
of tliofe who, from the name of the lake, and the rcfemblance of the buft to 
portraits of the bcautifjil though lubricious daughter of Auguftus, think tht 
Tomb that of Ovid, I (hall fay little, from my pcrfcCl conviClion that the 

My correrpondfn||J« countenanced in calling tbe/^warcC>iruariuTnrq)rcfcnted inhi^Drawing 
(See T.ett(T V.) an urn, by the pradicc of the Italian anli<iuanc8, who give that name to cxa6tly 
fuch frjuare ohjeds w hen they contain human a(he». 

K KK 
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fcpiilchres and all their contents are Grecian, not Roman ; othenvife the 
(jCReraVs aflertion that the Roman bard never was beyond the Danube would 
have but little weight with me, for reafons limilar to thofc given in Mrs. 
Gu i HRi k’s Letters from the Dnieftcr; for, when we refledl on Julia’s being 
the real caiile of Ovid’s exile, among whofc fuccefsful lovers he'is fufpeefted 
to have been, and flie 'the fair Coriiina that he fo often celebrates, we find a 
much better jeafon for her father’s anger, than the pretended caiile^ it, his 
“ /Irt oj Love-, ’ and in that point of view there would have been nothing fur- 
priling in basing found her butt in the poft’s tomb, according to a pratttice 
of the Antients cxjtlained below. As to its being- difeovered at the mouth 
of the Dnicllcr, when we know from himfclf that he was banifhed to the 
mouth of the Danube ; we have only to rccollcdl his many applications to his 
friends in Rome, repeated in almoft every letter of his to, obtain 

the Emperor’s pcrmilHon for his removal from the fortified town of Tome to 
foinc more vyholefome lituation', where his lott health might be retto'*cd in 
breathing a free air out of conttant dread of the poifoned arrows of tlie hottile 
Gcim ; I fay, when we combine thofe eternal lamentations with the great 
ettcem tliat he was held in by both the Roman garrifon and inhabitants of 
Tome, who crowned him with laurel, and exempted him from taxes paid by 
every one cKc; and when we add to alf thofc marks of rcfpettt the friendlhip of 
the .native prince of the country, the enlightened Cotys V. a brother poet, 
whofc med.d is given in tins Tour ; it is difficult to believe that Ovid might 
not liave been indulged fo far (though we liavc no order of Auguftus on record 
to authoril'c it) as to attempt the re-cttablifhmcnt of his health in the neigh- 
bouring Roman colony of Tyras on the Dnieftcr; more efpecially as we find 
(lee Ijctier VII. of the Tour) that a couple of infignificant rivulets ftill beyond 
that river bore his name in antiquity; fo that, although we have no politivc 
proof of Ovid ever hav ing been to the North Eaft of the Danube, I cannot 
think my.corrcfpondent can fhow caufe for pofitively faying that he never 
was. 

As to the General’s own opinion of the butt (for, the idea of its refcmbling 
Julia, he only gives as that of others), I perfcdlly agree with him, that the 
workmanlhip and profile are Grecian ; but I cannot fubfcrilie to its reprefenting 
Diana, although rendered probable by th.at goddefs having anticntly her temple 
in the Taurida, and being worfliipped on all the coaft. However, to enable 

the 
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the reader to form a judgement on the fubjcift, I have given a molt 
exquifne and exaA Drawing of the charming little object (fee Plate P) 
with the obfervations which have occurred to me, from an examination 
of the original^ through the indulgence of the learned Antiquary Mr. Koehler, 
under whofc care that and all the other precious antiques of tlic Imperial cabinet 
are moft ;defervedly placed. • 

It is made of baked clay, two and a half Englifh inches, high, 
and reprefents (as the General fays) a beautiful young woman, with the 
marked Grecian profile fo well* known to painters, with her liair d relied 
in the form called by the Antients Corymbus^ and commonly given to Venus 

and Apollo ; but Ihe wears np crefeent or other attribute of a divinity ; 

on the contrary, it rather appears to me to be one of the Imagunculro or 

Plagunculac mentioned by Cicero in his letters to Atticus, or one of the 

fmall images given by Roman ladies to their favourite lover, as a modern 
lady would give her picture. It is true, tRc ImaguncUlac generally were of 
wax, as they came from tKc Lady’s hands ; but it is as certain, that the fa« 
voured gentlemen, to make them more durable, liad them call in baked 
clay ; or Count Caylus could not have allcmbled fucli a number of tlicm, all 
of that laft-meniioned matter, both Grecian and Roman, as lie has delineated 
in the firfi, fccond, and fifth Volume of his Rcciieil d’Antiquites and, 
what is very fingular, all found in Tombs of Egypt ; w hich would make it fccin 
as if the pra<?licc had obtained more in that country than in any other governed 
by the Greeks and Romans, for the lovers to be interred with the bull of their 
miftrcUcs, a cuftom which muft have exilled under the Ptolemies, as well as 
Cicfars, as tlie ImagunciilcO in the colledlion of Count Caylus arc of Grecian 
as well as of Roman w^orkmanfhip. I will juft hint at an antient native pradlicc 
of Egypt, fully explained in my fecoml Memoir, which may have poftibly 
deteraiined the cullom of the conquerors of the country, of burying their 
Imagunculac with them in their tombs; viz. the Egyptian practice of burying 
with their mummies fmall figures in baked clay of Cfiris, or Ifis Avcrlunca# 
(See the Paper on my Egyptian Scarabirus, Ai>ri:xi)iK, No. V.) 

Our little Grecian bull: fcjcms likewife to have been moulded in wet clay, and 
afterwards baked i%an oven ; but whether from an image of wax, we have no 
means of judging ; howevtvr, it appears cnly to have been the face and fore- 
part of it that was prcHed into the mould ; while the back part, on the con- 
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trary, was certainly left out, and afterwards merely flightly fculpturcd with 
fome inftrument, and the fuperfluous clay cut o/F, which lias produced fome- 
thing like the fimilitudo of a veil, though we cannot take upon us to fay (not- 
withftar.ding our refped for the opinion of General Wollant) that the artift 
■pofuively meant to reprefent that fpecics of drapery; although, indeed, the 
reader will judge for himfelf of all thofc circumftanccs, from the .accurate 
Drawing that j[ havel],ad made by a painter of reputation. 

I Ihall now proceed to deferibe the two valuable rclicks of antiquity in my 
own colle^ion, from the fame Tombs ; the ‘one a prefent from the General 
Pt'pofr, the other from Mr. Felix dc Ribas. 

The firft of them (fee Plate III. fig. 3.) is a figure of baked clay, or potter’s 
red ware, four inches and three quarters high. It reprefents a bearded head 
on one of the fhapelcfs trunks which the Antients conftantly gave to Terminus, 
often to Priapus, and fometimes to Pan ; but what render tJiis antique imique 
of ils kind are three female figures climbing up the old man’s body, one of 
whom lias got atlride his right fhoulder, and feems looking down at a fourth 
female, offering a ram’s- head at his feet. 

The Pliallus fo confpicuoufly placed on his belly feems to announce this 
figure as a reprefentation of Priapus; but, as it wants the horns, ears, and 
app opriate crown of that antient emblem of generation, and, intlcad of the 
lafeivious leer of the wanton god, has a fedate decent countenance, I will 
hazard a con'ei^urc, that it poflibly may have been meant for Pan, god of 
fheplieids, fo often feen on coins of this paftoral country (fee the Tour for 
fcveral of them), fporting with his nymphs-, for Grecian mythology not only 
makes Pan be educated by nymphs on mount Moenatus in his native country 
Arcatlia, but afterwards their leader, they having followed liim from love to his 
mufic ; and if wc could credit Dionyfius, that the Pan of the Greeks was a 
modification of Ofiris, we might then account for another ftriking chamber 
of our penates, the glaring Phallus, from what Plutarch fays of the Egyptian 
god, membrum viiile tjl ipfi arreSlum, to indicate (.adds the moralift) the genera- 
tive pow'cr of the deity. Now we know that it was a pradtice in Egypt to inter 
with tlic dc.ad fmall figures of Ofiris in baked clay, as well as ftones cut in 
form of the beetle, and covered with engraved objcdls of their worthip ; and as 
the Greeks took fo many other things from Egypt, they may likewife have 
taken th.at cufiom. 


However, 
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However, as conjccfliirc is free, and indeed is the only rcfourcc we have in 
fucli a cafe where the objcdl is unique, and where of coinTe we have no com- 
parifonsto guide our judgement, we miglit luppofe the four female figures the 
four feafons or hours ; more efpecially as then the rani’s head may have fome 
reference to the fcafon of the year when Ofiris, or the fun, enters that 
lign of the zodiac ; I fay, this, like the laft, might* appear a very plaufiblc 
conjc(5lurc, did not a ftuliborn fa<5l: ftand in the way of Jioth ; *vhich is, tliat 
the females are dreffed in the common Greek garb, with the veil called Calyptcra, 
on their heads and fhouldcrs, which Grecian women conftantly wore when they 
went abroad ; fo that their coftume will neither bear out the idea of nymplis or 
of hours, unkis we can believe that the Antients took fometimes fculptoric as 
well as poetic licence. 

I make little doubt but tliat the placid countenance and well-comlicd beard 
(fo unlike the face and bufhy beard of Pan^ will make fomc readers fiippofe 
it rather the head of Jove than the god of (iK-phcrds, conftantly placed on fucli 
Ihapclcfs trunks to reprefent Terminus; and in that cafe, if any one can fuggeft 
a reafon for finding Jupiter in fuch company, I will give up my own conjedture 
of Pan, of which I am not over fond. The ram’s head ottered at his feet can 
be no impediment to tiie hypothefis, as Jupiter was worfiiipped in Egypt under 
the form of a ram, though the Greeks drew him in human lhape with only tlic 
horns of a ram, under the name of Jupiter Ammon. But in fpitc of all that I 
can conjedlure in favour of the more decent and modeft nature of my antique, I 
am afraid that the weight of evidence will be found for its reprefenting Priapus ; 
and even the decent placidity of his countenance will not avail, as Count 
Caylus gives us two figures of Privapus with the head of Jupiter, But the 
analogy, above all others, that fixes its chararter, is a painting on an outfidc 
wall in Pompeia, reprefenting Priapus with a ftill more remarkable Phallus, 
furrounded with wine veflels and girls, one of whom is in the a6l of offering 
him a ram; — a ftriking coincidence! This curious fignpofi has led Antiquaries 
to fufpedl that the houfc was not of the befl: fame; and I fhould be ferry to 
think that we had difeovered at the mouth of the Tyras the tomb of the matron 
of a houfe of this denomination, who had been buried with the infignia of her 
profeflion. 

My fecond antique (fee Plate III. fig. 2 ) is one of the Vafes which belonged 
to the largcft of the tombs, the fame as fkctchcd by the General, and, like 
all the other objefts, of potters’ ware; it is two feet eight inches high, and three 

feet 
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feet eleven inches in circumference* Tr is incruftated infide and outfidc with 
fca-ftiells in a foflile ftate ; a curious faft which I fhall foon make ufe of to prove 
the Iiigh antiquity of the tombs. It feems the Kados of the Greeks and the 
Amphera of the Romans, both in form and fizc; a faft very evident from the 
•well-known figure of that antique wine velfcl, fo pointed at tlie bottom as to be 
incapable of ibinding upright, if not fixed in the cartli ; wifely deftined for 
an inclining ppfition,^fo as to make the liquor fwell the cork, and exclude the 
air, as wc place our modern bottles for the fame purpofe ; but I have likewife 
afeertained the identity of my Vafe with thc^ Greek and Roman jar, by mea- 
furing the quantity of liquor that it can contain, which I find to be forty-eight 
fcxlaiii, or thirty-lix modern bottles, counting one pint and a !»ilf Fnglilh to 
a fextarius, exactly the quantity which the Amphora contained, the Diota 
Sabina of Horace ; this our Euxine colonillsmay have obtained from the famous 
pottery on the Ifland of Samos, which furnilhed even Rome with the Vafa 
Sarnia. 

It may excite furprife to find only the common Greek and Roman wme 
vclfcl employed as fepulchra'l urns in our Euxine Tombs ; for all that I have 
cither feen or heard of from thence arc cither the Amphora, or its fubdivifions 
the Unix and Modii, the one holding half, the other a quarter of the Am- 
phora, or Kados. However, tliis practice does not feem to have been confined 
to the colonics on the Black Sea, any more than the finguUr conftru^lion of 
their tombs vvirhoiit the ufe of any kind of cement to keep the plates together; 
for thofe given in tlie lafi: Work of Sir William Hamilton, as tlie tombs of the 
firft Greek colonies who fettled in Italy, arc compofed exa(T:ly like ours, of 
five large flat ftoncs put together without cement; while tlie Vafes fofind in 
them arc cxadlly of the fame form with mine, and both found, to make the 
coincidence fiill more ftriking, at aconfiderable depth from the prefent furface 
of the earth ; nay, wc even fee a fourth circumftance of agreement, in allies 
being found in none of the Vafes, but always, as with us, in theftone OHuarii, 
as I fomciimcs call them, for want of a better name ; for tkofe we are told 
were fquarc boxes. 

But it mufr be remarked, that it is only the fimplcft and rudeft of the many 
Tombs and Vafes delineated and deferibed by the able Britifli minifter at 
Naples, which rcfemblc ours, and which both he and his learned friend M. 
d’ltalenlky think by far the moft antient, and belonging to the firft colonifts 
who emigrated to that part of Italy named by the ancients Magna Grecia, 

while 
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^hlle the arts were ftill in their infancy in the mother country ; and we might 
almoft hazard a conjecture, from the fingular affinity explained above in their 
fepulchres, th^t the colony which fettled at the mouth of the Dniefter left 
Greece much about the fame time with the Italian emigrants. We likewife (cc 
by the \aluablc Work of Andrew Burdon, proleffior of the Royal French 
Academy ot Painting, that the Antients occafionally ufed the Amphora form 
in other parts of the world as both cinereous and lachrymal urns ; of which lie 
has given a number found in tombs cxaCIly fimilar ; howefcr, oiifs never could 
liave been intended for cinereous urns, as no cinders were found in any of 
them, any more than in tliofc of Italy delineated by Sir William Hamilton, 
unlefs wc could fuppofc that the cork*-^' in the bottom of tlie Amphora has 
been dccompofed in fuch a number of ages, and the afhes returned to their 
mother earth. As to theirferving as lachrymal urns, it would have been rather 
abfurd to IcleCl: the Amphora, which w^ould hold the tears of fcveral colonics 
united; fo that the ufc of tliofc Vafes I Ihall, not take upon me to determine, 
or whether tliey may not Jiavc been fuppofed to contain wine, as vifluals are 
placed on graves and tombs by feme nations (fe^ my “ Ridllan Anticjuiiics,” 
publifhed in French at St. Peterlburg 1795), ^ remnant of antient fuperlljtion 
IHU exilling in our own days; but indeed .the paflport and piece of coin put 
into the hands of a corpfe even by fome fpecies of Chrillians, ffiow, that 
material objeCls arc Hill fuppofed ufeful tp departed fpirits at the end of the 
1 8th century. 

I have now only to add a few words on the high antiquity and Grecian origin 
of the Euxinc Tombs; both, in my opinion, very demonllrablc. 

As to the general fa6l of the North fhorc of the Pontus Fuxinus being once 
planted with Greek colonics, there cannot be a doubt, as all the antient 
hidorians and geographers, from Herodotus down to Ptolemy, fpeak of them 
as fettled at the mouths of all the great rivcis running through Scytliia into tlui 
Black Sea. I fay, this fadl: could not be doubted, if it had not even been men- 
tioned at the end of a Touu where the antient hillory, as well as modern 
defeription, of moft of thofc cities are given, together with coins flruck in 
them with Greek infciiptions* both Imperial and Autonomatic. 


The AntienU employed cork, wax, and refin, to (hut their Vales, exactly as the Modern 
mCc thefe fubdancei to cork bottles* 


Now, 
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Now, as to my reafon for tliinking the Tombs difcovcred by General 
Wollanl thofe of the Greek colony of Tyras, they are as follow : 

Firft, there is ftrong internal and external evidence, from the ftile of the 
workmanfhip of the antiques found in them, that they are Grecian. Secondly, 
the ftriking refcmblance of the Tombs themfelves, as well as the Vafes, with 
thofe fuppofed to Iiave belonged to the firft Greek colonics in Magna Grccia. 
And, thirdly, the Greek letters ftill vilible on one of the Vafes in the General’s 
Iketcl), which led mfc to fiifpcA them to be the Vafa Sarnia from the famous 
pottery much in the coiirfe of veflels coming from the Ionian colonies in Alia 
Minor, which carried on a great commerce w'ith the Euxine ; and indeed the 
people of Milet, juft by Samos, were the principal fettlers on this coaft. It is 
another curious coincidence, that Sir William Hamilton mentions Greek letters 
on fome of the antique Vafes found in the Tombs, which fo much refembic 
ours. — So much for thefe Tombs having belonged to the Greeks; and, as to 
the particular city which filled them with afties, &c. it muft certainly liave been 
that of Tyras ; as the other two Greek cities on the Dniefter, Ophiufa and 
Niconia, are placed too hi^ up the river, 6oth by d’Anville and the Abbe 
Barthclemy, to have buried their dead at its mouth, where the larger town of 
Tyras flood till the time of the Romans ; when Pliny the elder fays it was 
moved to an ifland farther up, poflibly for greater fafety, or fome unknown 
reafon. 

. Thus, I prefume, tlicre is only left for me to prove that the tombs and antiques 
treated of in this Memoir are as old as the cxiftcncc of the faid Grecian colony, 
which once flood on the fpot where they were found ; a talk rendered not 
difficult by adverting to certain phenomena already hinted at in a ^urfory 
manner. 

My Vafe is incruftated with calcined fliells, nbt of the kind called d'luvUn in 
natural hiftory, whicli arc often exotics, not found in the European feas, but 
with Ihells all natives of the Euxine, fuch as Oftrea, Madlray, Anomia, &c. 
It is evident then, that the Black Sea formerly rofe as high as the tombs, or it 
could not have depofited its Ihells on my Vafe; but now it is at the diftance 
of feven verfts, or near five miles, from them. The Tombs likewife muft have 
originally been placed near the furfacc of the earth to have received fuch a 
depofition on a Vafe Handing on a level with them ; but the General found 
them buried ten feet below it. Surely thefe two limplc fa<fls require little 
explanation to the learned, to fliow the number of ages ncccflary for fuch a 

retreat 
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retreat of the fea, and fuch an elevation of the furfacej hay, even fuppofin^hat 
our tombs had l«cn originally buried at the depth of four feet, as Sir William 
found thofe of Italy, ftill there is an accumulation of fix feet. 

As to the firft phenomenon, or - the number of years that the fea requires to 
retreat to fuch adiftance, vsre have but few certain bbfervations on record to judge' 
from, except the. port of Ravenna in Italy, conftfufted by Auguftus for 250 
veflcls of war, which is now at the diftance of near foue miles •frorri the fea. 
However, our fa(?l: confirms the affertioos of a number of antient authors witli 
regard to the gradual fall of the I?uxinc, and the tlieory of a cclebratcil modern 
naturalift, whom wc venerate in this country (Dr. Pallas), who accounts for the 
formation of what he thinks a more modern horizontal flratum of cartli on the 
South coaft of the Taurida, mixed with Euxinc thclls, while thofe of the other 
ftrata are nioftly exotics, and inclined in a different diredion, by the fall of the 
Euxine Sea. , 

As to the other phenotjienon, or the time required for the formation of 
vegetable earth, from the gradual decompofitiot\ of organic bodies, and the 
accumulation of dufi, &c. carried by the winds iTrom one fpot to another, I 
know of but one folitary inftance from which we can form a conjedlure, and 
even that not very applicable to the cafe in point. ^ , 

The learned hiftorian of the famous Mount A?.tna in Sicily, the Abb6 
Rofeoupero, informs us, that the wide ftratum of lava, erupted from the 
mountain in the fecond punic war during the fiege of Syracufc, which flopped 
a Roman army on its march, and obliged them to make the tour of to 

arrive at their deftination, has as yet acquired in 2000 years mot fufficient earth 
to groW cither corn or vines, though certainly fome fine afhes muft occafionally 
be blown that way during volcanos, independent of the decompofition of the 
lava in fuch a lapfe of time, and the accumulation of dufl, feeds, leaves, &c. 
the fport of the winds in all countries. The fame port of Ravenna, cited 
above, would fltow, however, a much more prompt example of the ^.cumu- 
lation of foil; as we arc told, that, fo early as the fixth century, vines grew 
where the fleet of Auguflus rode five centuries before ; but as that port was 
filled up with matter carried in by the fea and wind, no calculation can be 
made from fuch a cafe ; and I fufpeA that the fame caufes may have operated 
for a time at leaft on our Tombs, or it woidd be otherwife impofiiblc to account 
for fo uncommon an increafe of furfacc, which I prefume is without cx- 

hhu awip’c. 
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atnpli. The conctufioa that I would draw from thefe phenomena is^ that 
altboug|», for the reafons given above, we cannot form any thing like an 
accurate idea of the number of ages that our Tombs and other antiques have 
lain where the General found them, foil! we may venture to conjeAure that 
they are at leaft as old as when the 'Greeks inhabited the city of Tyras, before 
Pompey conquered Mithridates Eupator, who then polTefTed the Taurida and 
adjacent countries, and of courfe was forced to cede them with his life to the 
viAorious HoQuos, as related in the Tovr> 




{ ) 
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DESCRIPTION 

Of a curious Egyptian AijTiauE ; In the Collcdlion of Dr. MATTHEW 
GUTHRIE, of St.Petbrsburo. 

This curious Antique (fee Plate III. fig. i.) was given me by General de 
Korfakoff, of the Artillery, well known in Ruflia for his taile and collodions 
in the fine Arts and Natural Hiflory. I underftood, when I firft made the 
valuable acquifition, that it had been received from the fhorcs of the Euxine ; 
but, on renewing the queftion, his Excellency told me, that he had led me into 
an error ; for, on confulting afterwards the catalogue of his cabinet, he had 
found the Antique given me noted there as brought from Egypt, with a 
Mummy formerly in his pofleflion, and th|t the miftake had arifen from a 
wrong number being put on it, which referred to another objed. 

Before this explanation, however, I had fet it down as Egyptian in a Memoir 
to the Antiquarian Society of London, from the well-known ftifF fVilc of 
Egyptian fculpture, never aiming at elegance, but always at durability, by 
fcldom rilking the lofs of a detached member, cither concealed, or only fhown 
in relief on the folid block; which gives their ftatucs in general the aukward 
ftifF form and appearance of their mummies, of which the very objed that I am 
deferibing is an excellent example. 
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But there are other cogent reafons which^Terve to determine the country 
of /my Antique ; fucli as its being cut into the well-known obloiig form of the 
facred Scarabfcus, an Infect: worfliipped in Egypt; for which reafon they took 
its form for the (lones on which they engraved their amulets, whether in- 
•tended to be hung round the neck, ufed as a fcal (before the ule of the 
chirograph, or fcal ring), or interred with the dead ; in all thefe cafes the 
>bectle-formec^ ftones^or amulets were conftantly covered with engraved objedls 
which had a connection with their religion. For example, the Agathodemon, 
or good demon, in form of a ferpent, was a favourite objeCl on their fepulchral 
amulets ; as was their goddefs Ids in her character of Averfunca, or proteClrefs 
againft the bad demon ; and therefore often found in what the Englifh call 
mummy pits, as a guardian of the embalmed bodies depoiited in thefe cata- 
combs. I fhall likewite remark, in paflirg, as it is not direClIy connected with 
my Antique, that finall figures of 'Ofiris of baked clay, in matter and form 
much rcfcmbling the iaft-mcniioned guardian of the dead, arc likewife often 
found in tlic Egyptian catacombs interred with the mummies. 

The Scarabanus in my poflcffion, from its fuperior fize to the neck amulet 
an(l feal, I Ihould fuppofc may ratlier have been employed as an ex voto in fome 
temple (likewife a ufe to which thefe facred (tones were put) ; or, what is (till 
more probable, it may have been found buried with the mummy that it 
accompanied to Europe, now in rite Imperial mufeum of this city. 

It appears to me to reprefent a Prieft of the Nile for the following 
reafons : 

Flrft, from the figure being cut on a ftone in the form of the facred 
infeCt. 

Secondly, from the upper part of his face being covered with his black 
mantle ; to indicate that the fource of the river was hid from its adorers, and* 
even its priefts; 

Thirdly, from his white garb terminating In the mouth of a crocodile ; an 
amphibious animal, fo common and dreaded in the Nile, as to render the 
ichneumon, or rat of Pharo, an objeCl of worfhip, for its deftroying the 
eggs of that voracious and dangerous monller. The jaws of the crocodile 
J therefore fuppofc were placed where they arc, to indicate the connexion 
of the figure with the Nile ; and indeed none of its emblems arc fo well undcr- 
y iiood> 
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ftood, though we fee the Sphinx**®, Lotus*^?, Ibis***, and Sixteen Children 
occafionally iifed as fuch, either fingly or two or three together, to diftlnguilh 
the perfonification of the Nile from other river gods, fuch as the Tiberj Tigris, ‘ 
Rhine, Kiiphratcs, and Danube ; all reprefented inhuman forms by the Antiune, 
and charac^leriled by their peculiar attributes. 

There are two objections which may be made* by Antiquaries againfl- my 
Antique reprefenting an Egyptian prieft; but I flatter jnyfelf^that they will be 
removed by the following obfervations : 

The firft is, that the priefls of that country in general wore tlie plant 
Perfea tied to their chin in lieu of their natural beard ; but, as that vegetable 
was facred to Oliris, it was moft probably only indifpenfablc to his own 
peculiar priefls, and not abfolutely necellary to all thofe of the other gods, of 
which we have a proof in thofe of Ilorus wearing tl)c lotus on their heads as a 
diftinguifliing mai k. 

But I (hould think tjiat the drefs of the priefls of the Nile mufl have been 
regulated by the coftumc of the god himfclf, who is reprefented in the line 
fl:atue of the Nile in the Belvidera as a venerable man, with a bulhy beard, 
leaning on a fphinx and a crocodile, furrounded by flxtccn children, all of 
which arc explained in the preceding Note ; the only attribute that he has in 
common with other river gods is, a cornucopia ; and, although that emblem 
of plenty is certainly applicable to every one of them in fomc degree, as the 
foiirces oF abundance in all hot climates, ftill the Nile, above all others, has a 
fuperlative claim to the horn of plenty, as it alone fertilizes the fandy fields 
of Egypt, which would be a defert without its annual inundations ; while few 
other countries depend for food on a Angle ftream. It would therefore appear, 


The Sphinx was ufed as an emblem of the Nile, from its allegoric compufition of Leu ami 
rirgOj tho (igns of the zodiac in which tlie fun (wuilbippcd lii Kg>pt under ilit riainc ol' IhiUi) 
is during the inundation of the river. 

'ihe Lotus was another emblem of the Nile, ns a plant furc<l to IIorij'>, from being (jljfrrved 
to life witli the fun above the furface of that river, and again return to its watery abode when the 
fun fet in the evening. 

Ihc Ibis was a third emblem of the Nile, as a bird worfliippcd, or held facred for tie- 
ftroying the namerous ferpepts batched in the iiuul left by the inuiulaiions of that river. 

^39 The Sixteen Childrcu were a fourth emblem ; as by that allegory the !• f7pth.ns iiulipated Uic 
fixlccn cubits which the Nile rofe above its ordinary level in the mufl plcntjlul and bttppy years 
for agriculture. 

The lifth emblem 1 have already mrnliont'd (the voracious Crocodile) > and ibcfe were all em- 
ployed on dittcrent relicks of antiquity to cbara^crifc the Nik. 

• that. 
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that, the Nile being reprefentcd with a biifhy bc?rd, it was the moft natural 
drefs for its pricfts, who would be out of character witk the Perfea of Ofiris 
hanging at their chin% to confound them with the minifl-^s of that deity ; and 
of courfc the natural beard of my antique can be no obje<5>ion to its repre- 
senting a pried of the Nile, or indeed the river god himfelf, as Mr. Bell, in 
^bis ‘‘New Pantheon,*’ (to'*whom we arc obliged for a number of valuable 
^plates, and among the red the Belvidcra datue, with all the other rivers mcn- 
, tinned above,) fays, he has fcon a datue of the Nile, with his mantle drawn 
half over his face*^®, like the figure under defeription. 

* 1'here is likewife an nhic(dioii which may be made againd the antiquity 
of my Scarah.uus, drawn from certain characters engraven on the back of the 
mantle, regarded by fomc as much more modern than the ejioch of genuine 
|Egypiian fculpture ; but I think even this apparently drong objeidion mud lofc 
/its force, when we know that the Abraxas in the diderent cabinets of F.uropc 
are nothing elfc than Egyptian Scarabaei, disfigured and fcribblcd on in various 
characters, Hebrew, Syriac, Coptic, Greek, &c. &c. by the Bafilidians or 
cGnodic Chridians of Egypt, to convert them into tejfera h^pilalitafis by marks 
and figns only known among thcmfclvcs ; as with fuch a token in their pockets 
ithey could travel through all Egypt, ever fare of finding a hofpitable reception 
(from the whole brotherhood. Now if we allow the truth of this adertion by 
|thc learned antiquary Count Caylus, to whofc refearches the world owes fo 
UTiuch, the characters on the , mantle of this figure fhould 'not militate againd 
Jthc antiquity of my Scarab'ous, though they may have been placed there 
\uany centuries after its fiibrication ; as they may have no kind of conne6lion 
iwiih the original, and may merely be a mark of podellion, like a man's 
name on his book in Europe, if not a Gnodic pafs-word, if ever my Scarabacus 
vferved for a (('(fern hofpitalitath in the Ead ; all as unknown to me as the 
language, wliich, by tlie by, is fufpc6lcd (b be modern ; for no one here 
‘underdands it. 


j P. S. I. forgot to mention a collateral proof of my Scarabacus being 
Egyptian, in the done being of that country, and of that fpecics called by 
the Antients Lapis Horaclianus ; poffibly from the place where it was firft 
founds like the Labradore, though brought from Siberia. Count Caylus 
foiip ' fomc varieties of the Lapis Ileraclianus which acids 


like mine. 
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